
HOOD 
CLEANING
Kitchen Exhaust 

603-762-3433
durlingcleaning.com

Summer Camp
Season is coming!

Sandals 
& Swimsuits

Whippersnappers 
Hannaford Plaza

Brattleboro

VT STATE 
INSPECTIONS

$50
No appt. needed  

GOUIN SERVICES
802-257-1800

500 Guilford Street
Brattleboro

THE NEW ENGLAND HOUSE 
RESTAURANT & TAVERN
Let’s Do Breakfast!

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Wednesday-Sunday 8-2

DINNER 
Friday & Saturday 4:30-8

254 Marlboro Road, 
Brattleboro

TheNewEnglandHouseVT.com

BUYING-SELLING 
Coins, Sports Cards, 

and more...
May 11, Holiday Inn
May 12, Newfane Flea

May 18, VFW Manchester
9AM-3PM

802-379-2353
pepsijoseph@yahoo.com

SANDALS 
AND SUMMER 

SHOES
THE SHOE TREE
Main St. Brattleboro

802-254-8515

Meeting House
Garden

Perennials
Open Wed. – Sun.

10:00-5:00pm
41 Meetinghouse Rd.

Hinsdale, NH
603-256-8892

CAREGIVER NEEDED
Private Home, Elderly 
woman with late-stage 
Alzheimer’s. Immediate 

weekend shifts available.
Reliable, experience with 

dementia preferred.
References upon request.

Leave message at 
802.254.0867

FOR LEASE
29 High St., 1290–3480 sf, 
loading dock, store front.  

R. JOHN & CO.
802.254.2484    

rjandco@yahoo.com
crex.com / myElisting.com

BRADLEY HOUSE
National Nurses 

Week
Nurses make the 

difference!
THANK YOU FOR 

ALL YOU DO!
Garden Path Elder Living

Brattleboro 
Music Center

Sarasa Ensemble
Birds of a Feather
Friday, May 10 

7:00 pm
bmcvt.org

WINDHAM 
PHILHARMONIC
Mozart & Ravel
Monday, May 20th

Latchis Theatre
7:00pm

windhamphilharmonic.org

Unity 
Heat Pumps

Installation 
and Cleaning 
802-365-1009

BOC Paddle Craft
CONSIGNMENT 
SALE/SWAP

Saturday, May 11
12:00-2:00pm

972 Putney Road 
BrattleboroOutingClub.org/

SUMMER PADDLING

Tuxedo & Suit 
Rentals

For weddings, 
proms & more

Vermont Artisan Designs
106 Main St. Brattleboro

802-257-7044

SPRING SALE
26 Williston St. 

Brattleboro
Through May 20th

Antiques, Navaho neckless
and large display case 

802-380-4104 
bidie41@gmail.com                  

 Winston Prouty 
seeks to build 
300 a� ordable 
housing units  
 Chloe Learey is on a mission to build 
desperately needed housing on its campus 
for the health of the community. The 
fi nancing for it? That hasn’t been easy.  
 By Ellen Pratt
  The Commons

  BRATTLEBORO—Chloe 
Learey, executive director of  the 
Winston Prouty Center for Child 
and Family Development in West 
Brattleboro, has a vision to build 
300 units of  diverse housing on 
the center’s 180-acre campus.

Guided by the belief  that an 
inclusive community is ultimately 

healthier for everyone, Learey’s 
goal is to provide housing that is 
a� ordable to many people with 
di� erent needs.

“I imagine a neighborhood 
where you don’t say, ‘Oh, there’s 
the poor people’s building. 
There’s the old people’s build-
ing,’” Learey said. “We’re try-
ing to build a neighborhood that 
reflects our community, where 

 By Joyce Marcel
  The Commons

   B
RATTLEBORO—If  there can be an obituary for a piece of  leg-
islation, then this is it: H.829, we hardly knew ye.

 H.829 was enthusiastically passed by the Vermont House of  
Representatives, 97–42 but was killed in the Senate.

From the beginning of  the legislative session, H.829 was spoken about 
reverently by its supporters in Windham County. Its intent was to increase 
a� ordable housing in a number of  ways by investing $900 million over the 
next 10 years.

But where would the money come from?
According to the person who formulated the plan — House Ways and 

A wealth-tax bill roared 
to victory in the House. 
Then it died in the Senate. 
What happened?
A bill championed 

by Rep. Emilie 

Kornheiser, 

the Ways and 

Means chair 

from Brattleboro, 

would have 

aggressively 

funded more 

housing

 House Ways & Means 
Committee Chair 

Emilie Kornheiser, 
D-Brattleboro, was the 

architect of  H.829. 

  RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/COMMONS FILE PHOTO  

HOOD HOOD 
CLEANINGCLEANING
Kitchen Exhaust 

603-762-3433
durlingcleaning.com

Summer Camp
Season is coming!

Sandals 
& Swimsuits

Whippersnappers 
Hannaford Plaza

Brattleboro

VT STATE VT STATE 
INSPECTIONSINSPECTIONS

$50
No appt. needed  

GOUIN SERVICES
802-257-1800

500 Guilford Street
Brattleboro

THE NEW ENGLAND HOUSE 
RESTAURANT & TAVERN
Let’s Do Breakfast!

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Wednesday-Sunday 8-2

DINNER 
Friday & Saturday 4:30-8

254 Marlboro Road, 
Brattleboro

TheNewEnglandHouseVT.com

BUYING-SELLING 
Coins, Sports Cards, 

and more...
May 11, Holiday Inn
May 12, Newfane Flea

May 18, VFW Manchester
9AM-3PM

802-379-2353
pepsijoseph@yahoo.com

SANDALS 
AND SUMMER 

SHOES
THE SHOE TREE
Main St. Brattleboro

802-254-8515

Meeting House
Garden

Perennials
Open Wed. – Sun.

10:00-5:00pm
41 Meetinghouse Rd.

Hinsdale, NH
603-256-8892

CAREGIVER NEEDED
Private Home, Elderly 
woman with late-stage 
Alzheimer’s. Immediate 

weekend shifts available.
Reliable, experience with 

dementia preferred.
References upon request.

Leave message at 
802.254.0867

FOR LEASE
29 High St., 1290–3480 sf, 
loading dock, store front.  

R. JOHN & CO.
802.254.2484    

rjandco@yahoo.com
crex.com / myElisting.com

BRADLEY HOUSE
National Nurses 

Week
Nurses make the 

difference!
THANK YOU FOR 

ALL YOU DO!
Garden Path Elder Living

Brattleboro 
Music Center

Sarasa Ensemble
Birds of a Feather
Friday, May 10 

7:00 pm
bmcvt.org

WINDHAM 
PHILHARMONIC
Mozart & Ravel
Monday, May 20th

Latchis Theatre
7:00pm

windhamphilharmonic.org

Unity 
Heat Pumps

Installation 
and Cleaning 
802-365-1009

Tuxedo & Suit 
Rentals

For weddings, 
proms & more

Vermont Artisan Designs
106 Main St. Brattleboro

802-257-7044

BOC Paddle Craft
CONSIGNMENT 
SALE/SWAP

Saturday, May 11
12:00-2:00pm

972 Putney Road 
BrattleboroOutingClub.org/

SUMMER PADDLING

SPRING SALE
26 Williston St. 

Brattleboro
Through May 20th

Antiques, Navaho neckless
and large display case 

802-380-4104 
bidie41@gmail.com                  bidie41@gmail.com                  

PA I D  A DV E RT I S I N G  •  T o  p l a c e  y o u r  a d ,  c a l l  888-511-5150  o r  e m a i l ads@commonsnews.org

V
E

R
M

O
N

T
 I

N
D

E
P

E
N

D
E

N
T

 M
E

D
IA

P.
O

. B
ox

 1
21

2,
 B

ra
tt

le
bo

ro
, V

T
 0

53
02

c
h

a
n

g
e

 s
e

r
v

ic
e

 r
e

q
u

e
st

e
d

P
R

SR
T

 S
T

D
U

.S
. P

O
ST

A
G

E
 P

A
ID

B
R

A
T

T
L

E
B

O
R

O
, V

T
 0

53
01

P
E

R
M

IT
 N

O
. 2

4

B
ec

om
e a

 m
em

be
r a

nd
 re

ce
iv

e T
he

 C
om

m
on

s i
n 

th
e m

ai
l.

Yo
ur

 m
em

be
rs

hi
p 

su
pp

or
ts

 o
ur

 jo
ur

na
lis

m
 a

nd
 le

ts
 u

s m
ak

e 
th

is 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

 a
va

ila
bl

e f
or

 a
ll,

 in
 p

ri
nt

 a
nd

 o
nl

in
e.

Jo
in

 to
da

y 
at

 h
tt

p:
//d

on
at

e.
co

m
m

on
sn

ew
s.o

rg
.

Y O U R  A W A R D - W I N N I N G ,  I N D E P E N D E N T ,  N O N P R O F I T  S O U R C E  O F  N E W S  A N D  V I E W S

Brought to you only with the enthusiastic support of our R E A D E R S ,  D O N O R S ,  A D V E R T I S E R S ,  and  V O L U N T E E R S

commonsnews.org

— thanks to hundreds of readers who chip 
in because they believe that a community 

thrives when everyone has access to news. 
If you appreciate this community resource

 and can a� ord to chip in, please join us now! 
donate.commonsnews.org 

Brought to you only with the enthusiastic support of our

Celebrating our 20th anniversary in 2024!
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■ SEE WINSTON PROUTY, A2

■ SEE FIRE DEPTS. STUDY, A3

■ SEE TOLENO, A4

■ SEE GOODNOW, A7

 By Robert F. Smith
  The Commons

  ROCKINGHAM—The study 
by a Wyoming EMS consulting 
� rm has recommended that three 
� re departments — Bellows Falls, 
Saxtons River, and Rockingham 
— be consolidated into one with 
one town-wide � re district.

AP Triton presented the re-
sults of  a feasibility study of  the 
three local � re departments at a 
special joint board meeting of  the 
Selectboard and the village trust-
ees of  Bellows Falls and Saxtons 
River.

The  Bel lows  Fa l l s  F ire 
Department employs a � re chief  
and on-call firefighters, while 
both village � re departments are 
all-volunteer.

The Rockingham Volunteer 
Fire Department is a non-
profit organization with no of-
� cial connection to the town of  
Rockingham.

Each department has its own 
� re station, and the need to re-
place the station in Saxtons River 
has long been under discussion.

 Three paths 
forward 

John Stouffer, project man-
ager for AP Triton, presented 
the group’s � ndings at the meet-
ing via Zoom.

The 194-page final report 
included the results of  confi-
dential online surveys of  � re de-
partment sta�  and elected town 
o�  cials as well as personal inter-
views and detailed descriptions 

of  the town’s various � re� ght-
ing facilities.

Stou� er asserted at the begin-
ning of  the presentation that the 
study was unbiased, undertaken 
without preconceived notions, 
and based on science, national 
standards, local standards, and 
best practices.

 Rockingham 
considers 
merging three 
� re departments 
 A comprehensive study presents 
three options and reveals 
overwhelming local support 
for consolidation among 
fi refi ghters and residents alike  

 By Joyce Marcel
  The Commons

  B R A T T L E B O R O —
After serving 12 years in the 
Legislature, Rep. Tristan Toleno, 
D-Brattleboro, is retiring from 
state politics and ramping up 
his career as an organizational 
consultant.

Toleno, 52, said he feels the 
need to return to full-time work 
and build up some wealth and sta-
bility before retirement.

“It’s a personal decision to 
prioritize my family and future 
security,” he told  The Commons . 
“I spent most of  my whole adult 
working life in food service. I 
loved that career. But it wasn’t the 
kind of  career that set me up well 
for retirement security.”

Lawmakers earn $811 per 
week during the weeks that the 
Legislature is in session, which 
is normally January through May. 
They get a mileage reimburse-
ment and a per-diem stipend of  

$69 per day for meals and $134 
per night for lodging. They re-
ceive no bene� ts.

Toleno said that in the 12 years 
he served as representative, he 
was able to work for only part 
of  the year.

“Were we in a di� erent � nan-
cial position, it’d be easier to com-
mit to staying in Montpelier,” 
he said.

And Toleno has spent some of  
his time there trying to change 
that.

“It’s one of  the reasons why 
I’ve supported e� orts to change 
legislative compensation and ben-
e� ts,” he said. “I think we end up 
hurting a lot of  people, especially 
if  they’re younger than retire-
ment age.”

Serving in the Legislature often 
“comes at the sacri� ce of  career 
and family. And that just doesn’t 
make any sense,” Toleno said.

“It doesn’t help Vermont get 
the best people in Montpelier 
who represent the full range of  
Vermonters and their lived ex-
periences,” he added.

 Going full-time 
Toleno, a longtime restaurateur 

in the Brattleboro area, has been 

 Longtime Brattleboro rep. 
won’t seek re-election 
 After 12 years in the House, Toleno says fi nancial 
pressures make it di�  cult to continue to serve  

 BRATTLEBORO—A for-
mer Selectboard member has 
announced that he will be run-
ning for state representative for 
District 9 (formerly District 3).

Ian Goodnow will seek the 
Democratic Party nomination 
for the seat after after having 
served on the board for the 
past four years, the last two as 
chair. He stepped down from 
the board at the end of  his term 
in March.

He is a practicing attorney 
at Costello, Valente & Gentry 
P.C., also of  Brattleboro.

This week, incumbent Rep. 
Tristan Toleno (D-Brattleboro) 
announced he is not seeking re-
election after serving District 
9 for the past 12 years  [story, 
this issue] .

Toleno has formally en-
dorsed Goodnow, stating in a 

news release that “Ian’s leader-
ship on the Selectboard showed 
me that he is humble and cu-
rious, that he knows how to 

 Goodnow eyes 
Toleno’s House seat 
 Attorney hopes to bring 
to Montpelier ‘knowledge 
and energy’ from his 
Brattleboro Selectboard  

  RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS 

Ian Goodnow 

  RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS 

Rep. Tristan Toleno, 
D-Brattleboro 

■ SEE H.829, A4



FROM 11-3PM

opening day is
MOTHER'S DAY
SUNDAY, MAY 12TH

LOCAL PRODUCERS | LIVE MUSIC | PREPARED FOOD

FREE SHIATSU MASSAGES FOR MOMS

 (ACROSS FROM THE PUTNEY FOOD CO-OP)

 Mom
     TO THE

Market

BRING YOUR

PUTNEYFARMERSMARKETVT.ORG

185 Grafton Rd, Townshend, VT
gracecottage.org • 802-365-4331

National Nurses Week
May 6-12

Thanking Our Nurses!

since 

1984

order books online or by email
www.everyonesbks.com
info@everyonesbks.com

25 Elliot Street
 Brattleboro, VT
802.254.8160

We are OPEN! 
9:30-5:30 Mon.-Sat.; 11-5 Sun.

anybody can live and it’s not 
segregated.”

Learey has spent the past year 
and a half  focused on realizing 
this dream. She’s gotten buy-in 
from the Prouty board of  direc-
tors, the town of  Brattleboro, and 
community members.

Secretaries of  multiple state 
agencies and federal staffers par-
ticipated in a funders’ site tour, 
and the campus was included in 
Brattleboro’s state-recognized 
neighborhood development area 
in order to fast-track permitting.

Site constraints have been 
mapped and evaluated; wetlands, 
flagged.

Now Learey is looking for fi-
nancing. That part hasn’t been 
easy.

Building workforce 
housing is 
challenging

Learey and others in the hous-
ing field acknowledge that tradi-
tional financing mechanisms don’t 
necessarily work for a project 
like this one, where a nonprofit 
without much development ex-
perience plans to build hundreds 
of  mixed-income housing units.

She looked into using low-
income housing tax credits 
(LIHTC) as one funding stream. 
The federal LIHTC program pro-
vides up to 70% of  development 
costs and is the largest single re-
source available for the develop-
ment of  affordable rental housing 
in the U.S.

The Vermont Housing Finance 
Agency (VHFA) administers the 
program in Vermont.

But LIHTC isn’t necessar-
ily a good fit for projects such 
as Learey’s, said Seth Leonard, 
managing director of  community 
development at VHFA.

“LIHTC works really well in 
developments where the ma-
jority of  units in a building are 
program-eligible, that target 
household incomes below 60% 
of  area median income,” Leonard 
said. “Putting little sprinkles of  
that funding into different build-
ings is not something the program 
does well.”

Additionally, these tax credits 
are typically awarded to afford-
able housing developers with ex-
perience in the program and who 
are very efficient in this line of  
business, Leonard said.

Windham & Windsor Housing 
Trust and other regional housing 
groups are examples of  experi-
enced nonprofits that use these 
tax credits to build affordable 

housing around the state.
While there are some “first-

time LIHTC developers” in 
Vermont, Leonard said that it can 
be challenging to take on a project 
as a first-timer.

Sometimes project develop-
ers team up with more expe-
rienced housing developers to 
access the LIHTC program, but 
that can involve selling the por-
tion of  the property that relies on 
LIHTC and giving up control of  
the project.

Vermont lacks 
incentives to build 
workforce housing

Josh Hanford, director of  in-
tergovernmental relations at the 
Vermont League of  Cities and 
Towns (VLCT) and a former 
commissioner of  the Vermont 
Department of  Housing and 
Community Development, be-
lieves Vermont needs incentives 
to build more “missing middle” 
workforce housing like that pro-
posed for the Winston Prouty 
campus.

The majority of  low-cost fund-
ing such as grants and tax credits 
goes to the development of  capi-
tal “A” affordable housing, where 
Hanford says the most pressing 
need is.

“And that’s not bad,” he adds.
But the result is that large-

scale, sophisticated developers 
capable of  building workforce 
housing have been driven out of  
the state because they can’t make 
their projects in Vermont work.

Hanford thinks one solution 
would be project-based tax-in-
crement financing (TIF), which 
would serve smaller regions than 
the current TIF program serves.

He says that with project-based 
TIF, Winston Prouty could fi-
nance the necessary upgrades 
to water, sewer, and roads that 
would entice a developer to take 
on the project, which would then 
bring in additional tax revenue to 
the state.

‘We’re just a 
little quirky’

Learey is undaunted by the 
challenges she faces.

“We’re just a little quirky,” 
she said.

People might wonder why a 
small nonprofit that supports kids 
and families might want to build 
housing, but Learey argues that 
housing helps kids and families by 
providing stability that is essential 
to child development.

And it helps the community, 

which, according to the town’s 
2021 Housing Action Plan, has 
a “pressing need” for more than 
500 housing units.

“We have this asset [of  180 
acres]. And it’s our responsibil-
ity to be part of  the solution,” 
Learey said.

She thinks that the addition of  
300 mixed-income housing units 
will help stabilize the local hous-
ing market, known for its scarce 
and expensive options.

Learey has scaled back the 
original plan for the campus in 
order to bring down the proj-
ect budget. Using modular con-
struction and a row-house design 
of  fourplexes, construction costs 
are currently estimated to average 
$263,000 per unit.

The total cost for the housing 
component of  the project would 
be less than $100 million.

Learey is now looking at a fi-
nancing model that would in-
clude traditional debt and private 
equity. She thinks “impact in-
vestment” — whereby investors 
accept a lower rate of  return in 
exchange for helping to create 
beneficial social or environmen-
tal effects — would be a good fit 
for the project.

L e a re y  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e 

development of  middle-mar-
ket, workforce housing in St. 
Johnsbury by the Northern Forest 
Center as an example of  this type 
of  financing.

Using impact investment 
funds, as well as private gifts 
and grants and a $500,000 
low-interest loan from State 
Treasurer Mike Pieciak’s “10% 
for Vermont” fund, the center is 
developing 10 apartments and 
two commercial spaces in a 1906 
building downtown.

“We’re big fans of  that ap-
proach,” said Leonard, and ac-
cording to him the VHFA has 
been prioritizing projects that 
have been able to access low-
interest debt and attract private 
capital.

A model from 
Middlebury?

Learey wonders whether large, 
local employers could also help 
fund the project.

She cited Middlebury College’s 
2022 purchase of  35 acres for the 
development of  a mix of  hous-
ing ranging from affordable to 
market-rate. In between will be 
workforce housing units, avail-
able to those who meet the in-
come requirements of  $50,000 to 

$80,000 per year for a two-person 
household.

While the college is partnering 
in developing the project, tenants 
will not have to be employees 
of  the college to qualify for the 
workforce housing units.

“We think that trying to find 
creative ways of  leveraging pri-
vate investments for this project 
could potentially be a positive 
model for the rest of  the state,” 
said Leonard. “I think the work 
they’re doing to try to activate 
that type of  capital is something 
that we should applaud from an 
ingenuity standpoint.”

Meanwhile, Learey perseveres.
“I will talk to anybody who 

is doing this type of  develop-
ment or has thought about doing 
it,” she said. “I don’t know how 
many people I’ve spoken to over 
the past year and a half  trying to 
find out how to make it work.”

She’s come to accept that “no 
one is going to save us,” but says 
that’s OK.

“Maybe it’s better,” she said. 
“This is our community, and we 
can figure it out.”

A commentary from Learey appears 
in this week’s Voices section.

RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS

Chloe Learey, Executive Director of  the Winston Prouty Center for Child and Family 
Development in Brattleboro.

B R A T T L E B O R O —
Exquisitely crafted instruments, 
made in Brattleboro. That’s 
what visitors can see, hear, and 
even play when they visit the 
Estey Organ Museum (EOM) 
this season.

A new exhibit has been cre-
ated by Board member Rev. Craig 
L. Cowing, retired clergy from 
Rocky Hill, Connecticut. This 
special display highlights patterns 
made and used by Estey employ-
ees for cutting out elements of  
organ cases and for chip-carved 
decorations on cases.

The museum’s collection in-
cudes some 80 pieces spanning 
circa 1875 to 1900. Although not 
complete, the collection illustrates 

changes in cabinet styles during 
this period.

An essential aspect of  the 
Museum’s mission is to collect, 
preserve, and interpret the physi-
cal and cultural heritage of  the 
Estey Organ Company (1846–
1960), one of  the world’s largest 
organ manufacturers. The mu-
seum, housed in the Company’s 
main engine house, displays 20 
instruments dating as far back as 
the mid-1800s. Museum volun-
teers periodically offer organs and 
organ parts to “re-home.”

Estey is unique in that anyone 
who visits is turned into an in-
stant musician. Museum hosts tell 
all visitors — adults and children 
alike — “please touch: sit down 

and play! Make the reed and 
pipe organs come alive again.” 
Visitors can even walk through a 
pipe organ to see how the mecha-
nism works.

In addition to the organs, the 
museum has a significant collec-
tion of  music sheets, instructional 
books for amateur organists, cat-
alogs, trade cards, and advertis-
ing materials published by the 
company.

A series of  photographs of  
company employees at work 
taken by renowned documentary 
photographer Clemens Kalischer 
in the 1950s graces one of  the 
walls of  the media room. This 
is where visitors can also watch 
an introductory video about the 
Company, produced with assis-
tance from project consultant 
and EOM board member Sally 
Seymour and narrated by EOM 
president Dennis Waring.

The museum, 108 Birge St. 
rear (off  Canal Street), will be 
open Saturday afternoons from 2 
to 4 p.m., May 18 through Oct. 
12. Admission is free to members 
and $5 for nonmembers. Guests 
are urged to allow at least half  an 
hour for their visit — there is a 
lot to see.

Special off-hour visits can 
sometimes be accommodated for 
those unable to visit during regu-
lar open hours. Contact the mu-
seum at info@esteyorganmuseum.
org, preferably at least two weeks 
in advance.

Fo r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a -
tion about the museum and 
Estey Organ Company, visit 
esteyorganmuseum.org.

Estey Organ Museum opens May 18 
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Recognizing that a vigorous ex-
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Notice of Bid
The Town of Brattleboro & Parks 
Department is accepting sealed bids 
for the removal of approximately 
24 trees from the area south of the 
Nelson Withington Skating Facility, 61 
Memorial Park Drive, Brattleboro, VT. 

For more information regarding 
this project, please contact the 
Recreation & Parks Department office 
at 802-254-5808.

Sealed bids should be sent to the Town 
Manager’s Office, 230 Main Street, 
Suite 208, Brattleboro, VT 05301, and 
must be received by 10:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday June 12, 2024. 

The Town of Brattleboro reserves the 
right to refuse any and all bids and 
accept the bid that best serves the 
interest of the Town. 

Notice of Bid
The Town of Brattleboro Recreation & Parks Department is accepting sealed bids 
for roof replacement at the Nelson Withington Skating Facility.  The facility is a 
pre-engineered metal building with an entry canopy and locker room addition. 
The pre-engineered metal roof currently has deteriorated metal roofing with no 
insulation or membrane. The roof assembly of the entry canopy and locker room 
addition consists of wood roof rafters, roof sheathing, and standing-seam metal roof 
panels. The objectives of this project are to replace these roof assemblies with new 
materials and components that will provide the facility with an improved envelope.

There will be a Walk-Thru on Wednesday May 16 at 11:30 AM at the Nelson Withington 
Skating Facility 61 Memorial Park Drive Brattleboro, VT  05301

For more information regarding this project, please contact the Recreation & Parks 
Department Office at 802-254-5808. 

Sealed bids should be sent to the Town Manager’s Office, 230 Main Street, Suite 208, 
Brattleboro, VT  05301, and must be received by 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 6/5/24.

The Town of Brattleboro reserves the right to refuse any and all bids and accept 
the bid that best serves the interest of the Town.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT                              PROBATE DIVISION
Windham Unit                   Docket No.: 24-PR-01754
In re ESTATE of: Joyce Garfield

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the Creditors of: Joyce Garfield (Decedent)
late of Brattleboro, Vermont (Decedent’s town of residence)

I have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims 
against the decedent or the estate must present their claims in writing within four 
(4) months of the first publication of this notice. The claim must be presented 
to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The claim 
may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Dated: April 30, 2024                         c/o Phillips, Dunn, Shriver & Carroll
Sherry Donivan, Executor                       147 Western Ave. Brattleboro, VT 05301
                           802-257-7244
Name of Publication: The Commons                                
Publication Date: May 8, 2024                             

Name of Probate Court: Vermont Superior Court, Windham Unit    
Address of Probate Court: 30 Putney Road, 2nd Floor, Brattleboro, VT 05301

 

Jewett
Plumbing & Heating

802-254-4963
1090 Western avenue
West brattleboro

Serving the brattleboro area 
with reliable profeSSional Service
Residential • commeRcial
- bathRoom & kitchen Remodeling

- complete heating systems
- wateR pumps & systems

802-257-1619
Vernon, VTVernon, VTVernon, VT • stevessepticpumping.com • stevessepticpumping.com

Septic Tank Pumping 
& Portable Toilet Rentals

Looking for a great place to live? Or work?  
We are a Level III Residential Care facility with a home-
like atmosphere, robust activities program and personal-

ized, life-enriching care (we are not a nursing home).  
Join our care team or our community and 

begin your stay with us today!
We provide a sign-on bonus for staff, and paid training 

in a supportive, caring environment. 
To learn more, please visit our website at 

www.gardenpathelderliving.org.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT               PROBATE DIVISION
Windham Unit                      Docket No.: 24-PR-01330
In re ESTATE of: Gerald Burrell

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the Creditors of Gerald Burrell, late of Westminster West, Vermont.

I have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims 
against the decedent or the estate must present their claims in writing within four 
(4) months of the first publication of this notice. The claim must be presented 
to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The claim 
may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Dated: May 2, 2024                                               15 Woodbine Street
Heather Wennerholm, Administrator                     Norwalk, CT 06853  
         516-641-4814
Name of Publication: The Commons                   heatherwennerholm@gmail.com
Publication Date: May 8, 2024                            

Name of Probate Court: Vermont Superior Court, Windham Unit   
Address of Probate Court: 30 Putney Road, Brattleboro, VT 05301

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT               PROBATE DIVISION
Windham Unit                      Docket No.: 23-PR-07323
In re ESTATE of: Alexander Kelley

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the Creditors of Alexander Kelley, late of Putney, Vermont.

I have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims 
against the decedent or the estate must present their claims in writing within four 
(4) months of the first publication of this notice. The claim must be presented 
to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The claim 
may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Dated: May 3, 2024                                                    160 Parker Road
Dawn Benware, Administrator                     Putney, VT 05346  
         802-380-9247
Name of Publication: The Commons                             dwnkspwn69@yahoo.com
Publication Date: May 8, 2024                            

Name of Probate Court: Vermont Superior Court, Windham County   
Address of Probate Court: 30 Putney Road, Brattleboro, VT 05301

The worker’s responsibilities to include the day-to-day development, 
implementation, and administration of programs on a town-wide basis.  
Directly responsible for the supervision of programs both athletic and 
general at the Summer Camp; Municipal Pool; Heritage Park & Prentiss 
Taylor Field; and the Community Center. Oversees the day-to-day ac-
tivities of the Welfare Office. 
Starting salary range is $19.60 to $25.00 based on experience and offers 
an excellent benefit package.  Program and Welfare Director will work 
Monday – Friday and some weekends, 36 hours weekly. 
Submit resume with a minimum of 3 references to Kathryn Lynch, Town 
Administrator, Town of Hinsdale, PO Box 13, 11 Main Street, Hinsdale, 
NH  03451. Resumes can be dropped off at Selectmen’s Office at the Town 
Hall.  Deadline:  Until position is filled. EOE.  townadmin@hinsdalenh.org.

The Town of Hinsdale seeks a 
Program and Welfare Director

HELP 
WANTED
ads@commonsnews.org • 888-511-5150
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He said AP Triton under-
stood that some of  the conclu-
sions would be controversial, and 
“some people are not going to like 
our recommendations.”

Consolidation of  the three � re 
departments has been a contro-
versial topic of  discussion in re-
cent years and has not so far led 
to any change.

Stouffer outlined three sce-
narios explored by the study: 
(A) leave things as they are, (B) 
develop “interlocal agreements” 
among the � re departments, or 
(C) consolidate to establish one 
� re district.

 Existing facilities 
present varying 
challenges 

The three departments have a 
combined total of  68 sta�  mem-
bers — 24 in Bellows Falls, 25 in 
Rockingham and 19 in Saxtons 
River.

Together, they cover 42 square 
miles — 20.5 square miles each 
for Rockingham and Saxtons 
River, and 1.2 square miles for 
Bellows Falls. The total popula-
tion of  the area is 4,832, nearly 
60% of  whom live in Bellows 
Falls.

Of  the 38 respondents to the 
17-question con� dential survey, 
35% were � re� ghters and 25% 
were elected o�  cials.

Stouffer said that “the big 
question” on the survey asked 
whether the respondent would 
“support a potential consolida-
tion of  two or more of  the three 
� re departments.”

A large majority — 84% 
of  those surveyed — said they 
would, depending on the details. 

Only 10% said they would not 
support any consolidation or 
that they felt consolidation is 
unnecessary.

If  only two departments were 
to be consolidated, the major-
ity of  those surveyed said they 
would choose Saxtons River and 
Rockingham.

The feasibility study also 
looked at the condition of  the 
three fire stations. The one in 
Bellows Falls was found to be 
in the best condition, but would 
“still need work to improve safety 
issues.”

The Saxtons River Fire Station 
— the oldest of  the three — is in 
a � ood plain and was rated as be-
ing in poor condition, with a sec-
ond � oor “in danger of  collapse.”

The study stated clearly that 
an “alternative location should 
be found immediately.”

 Support for 
consolidation 
is strong 

The average number of  calls 
per year that the � re stations col-
lectively received was found to be 
roughly 650, with the majority 
coming from Bellows Falls and 
Rockingham.

Emergency medical events 
represented the vast majority of  
those calls, accounting for 66% 
of  the service demand on the de-
partments. Fires accounted for 
only 8%, with an equal percent-
age of  false alarms.

The study said that strategy B 
— developing interlocal agree-
ments among the existing fire 
departments — would be most 
e� ective under a single � re chief, 
with a combined team to handle 

all clerical and similar work for 
the departments.

The study said that this would 
be the next step toward consoli-
dation. The departments would 
remain independent entities for 
legal and tax purpose but would 
share an organizational structure 
and chain of  command.

Stou� er said that taking this 
route for a couple of  years might 
be the best way to test whether 
full consolidation would work.

With regard to full consolida-
tion and the establishment of  a 
� re district, Stou� er said the most 
important � rst step would be to 
determine the level of  interest 
and support among citizens.

Citing survey respondents’ 
84% support for this strategy, 
Stou� er added, “Nearly all the 
people we spoke to supported 
consolidation.”

He also made clear that con-
solidation would not mean get-
ting rid of  volunteer � re� ghters.

“Volunteers are worth their 
weight in gold,” Stouffer said. 
“You don’t have the funding for 

an all-career � re department, and 
you don’t need to.”

 Changes would 
take time 

If  a new � re district is even-
tually established, the study 
encouraged all the current vol-
unteer firefighters to join the 
new district.

But before anything can hap-
pen, several steps need to be 
taken, including filing peti-
tions with various boards, hold-
ing public meetings, winning 
Selectboard approval, and devel-
oping � re district bylaws, rules, 
and regulations.

All of  that will take some time.
Rockingham Town Manager 

Scott Pickup said the next step 
for the study is for the “Fire 
Equipment Committee to dig into 
the findings and recommenda-
tions and report back to the tri-
board meeting on June 25.”

T h e  f u l l  Tr i t o n  s t u d y 
c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t   b i t .
ly/764-fire_dept_study . 

■ Fire Depts. study FROM SECTION FRONT

  ROBERT F. SMITH/THE COMMONS 

Rockingham’s � re equipment is currently housed at the town’s highway department. 

  ROBERT F. SMITH/THE COMMONS 

The Saxtons River � re station is precariously perched near the river and is the oldest 
of  the three � re stations in Rockingham. 

 The Bellows 
Falls � re 
station is 
also home to 
the village’s 
police 
department. 

  ROBERT F. SMITH/THE COMMONS  



Ad Tip!
Put a QR code in 
your print ad!
Readers can scan and go 
right to your website. 

To advertise, contact
one of our ad reps!
1-888-511-5150 (x2)
lori@commonsnews.org (or) nancy@commonsnews.org
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Open Wednesday - Sunday 5pm - Close
Reservations can be made online via RESY, 

or by calling 802-257-3333.

Transcribing, Editing 
and Proofreading 
Services
Accurate, Confidential, 
Fast Turn-Around, Fair Pricing

Elizabeth:  
elizabethjulia88@aol.com; 

802-257-7475

Temporary home to the 
area’s best USED books.

25,000 USED BOOKS

Since 1988

36 Elliot St, Brattleboro
brattbooks@gmail.com

OPEN THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

11AM - 5PM
SUNDAY 11AM - 4PM

Buying books by appt.
802-257-7777

MAY 13-17
LUNCH SPECIALS $9.50

Mon. - Pot Roast
Tue. - NO LUNCH 

Wed. - Sesame Noodle 
w/ Chicken 

� ur. - Turkey Dinner
Fri. - Fish Sandwiches
***Burgers, salads, apps 

and take out available***

FRIDAY DINNER
Pizza 5-7pm

32 Linden St. Brattleboro
802-257-1872

POST #5

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
www.brattleboropost5.org

Means Committee Chair Emilie 
Kornheiser (D-Brattleboro) — 
funds would be raised through 
new taxes on the wealthy.

Windham County housing ac-
tivists enthusiastically applauded 
the bill.

Chr i s  Donnel ly,  d i rec-
tor of  community relations 
for Champlain Housing Trust, 
worked with lawmakers to “put 
forward a 10-year plan to work 
ourselves out of  the housing/
homeless[ness] quagmire we are 
in,” said housing activist Fred 
Bruenig of  Brattleboro.

The bill then passed “with a 
wide margin,” and was sent to the 
Senate Committee on Economic 
Development, Housing, and 
General Affairs, chaired by 
Sen. Kesha Ram Hinsdale 
(D-Chittenden-Southeast).

Bruenig said Ram Hinsdale 
“put it ‘on the wall,’ meaning 
that it would not be even dis-
cussed or debated,” and said that 
the Legislature “could not com-
mit future Legislatures” to such 
expenditures.

The means of  funding the pro-
gram was also at issue, Bruenig 
said, including the creation of  
“a new tax bracket for earners 
making more than $500,000, plus 
a higher property transfer tax 
on houses selling for more than 
$750,000.”

“I think there’s just a little 
aversion to [an] increase in taxes 
this year, for a couple of  reasons,” 
Donnelly told The Commons.

“ T h e  S e n a t e  f e e l s  l i ke 
Vermonters are a little bit in shock 
around property tax increases for 
the education funds. And I think 
that has played into a sense of  
feeling that this is just a lot of  in-
creasing taxes, even though H.829 
would only affect a small number 
number of  people,” he added.

Donnelly alluded to “fear that 
the governor would veto the bill” 
and that if  he did, there wouldn’t 
be sufficient votes to override it.

“The Senate is just a little bit 
reluctant to move forward with 
a proposal that they may not be 
able to ultimately succeed with,” 
he said. “And that’s my view.”

Kornheiser said that new rev-
enue sources would be needed in 

order to build affordable housing 
and get homeless people out of  
the expensive, taxpayer-funded 
motels they have been staying 
in — some of  them since the 
pandemic.

“The motels are not not a per-
manent solution,” Kornheiser 
told The Commons.

“The motel programs are a 
big cost to the state that could 
be prevented if  we were invest-
ing in more permanent housing 
solutions. […] There are a lot 
of  people who are paying way 
more for housing than they want 
to, or are stuck in housing that’s 
bigger than they need, and they 
would move if  there were other 
options.”

H.829 would have increased 
the tax rate on marginal income 
over $500,000 to 11.75% — a 
34.3% increase from the current 
rate of  8.75%.

“[U.S. Sen.] Bernie Sanders 
talks about making sure that 
the wealthy are paying their fair 
share, and there are proposals all 
over the country to add a new top 
tax bracket,” Kornheiser said. 
“I’ve worked with my committee 
and my colleagues in the House 
to do it.”

The tax bracket change was 
expected to raise over $74 mil-
lion annually in state revenue, 
and would have affected only the 
top 1.1% of  Vermont taxpayers.

H.829 also would have lowered 
the transfer tax paid on the first 
$200,000 in the sale of  principal 
residences, which would have 
constituted an approximately 
$900 tax break for anyone buy-
ing a home for less than $750,000.

At the other extreme, the 
transfer tax collected on the value 
of  a property sold for more than 
$750,000 would have been ad-
justed from 1.25% to 3.65%.

Vermont Business Magazine re-
ported that the median sale price 
of  homes in the state in 2023 was 
$325,000, “ranging from a me-
dian home sale price of  $185,000 
in Essex County to $460,500 in 
Chittenden County.” The article 
estimated that if  H.829 were law, 
“approximately 93 percent of  
homebuyers in 2023 would have 
received a tax break.”

amount of  housing investment is 
in a bill that’s now in the Senate 
Finance Committee.”

Ram Hinsdale said it would 
make more sense for the commit-
tee to lower the property tax for 
99% of  Vermonters than to raise 
the income tax for the wealthi-
est 1%.

“I think we’d be punishing the 
relatively few high-income earn-
ers who choose to claim them-
selves as Vermonters,” Ram 
Hinsdale said of  the income tax 
surcharge. “It’s becoming easier 
and easier to move your resi-
dency to Florida or manipulate 
your income."

When The Commons, through 
Windham County Senator Wendy 
Harrison, asked Ram Hinsdale to 
explain her decision further, she 
pointed to Lynn’s editorial.

Opposition from 
business sector

One business owner who defi-
nitely opposed Kornheiser’s vi-
sion is Michael Alexander, the 
founder and owner of  Recycle 
Away, a $17 million Bellows 
Falls company that makes and 
sells recycling bins. This year, 
his company will manufacture 
trash containers for Tesla charg-
ing stations.

“Emilie Kornheiser [was] 
poised to make Vermont the most 
unfriendly state in the U.S. for 
business,” Alexander told The 
Commons.

Alexander claims that although 
the bill seemed like a true wealth 
tax, it is actually focused on any-
one who makes over $500,000 in 
income, but it’s targeting only 
annual income, not investment 
portfolios, he said.

“That’s completely different 
than a tax on the wealthy,” he 
said. “Most wealthy people will 
not be affected by this tax. Only 
the working entrepreneurs who 
are actually making income in a 
specific year will will be taxed.”

Alexander suggested that 
Kornheiser write a bill that taxes 
trust funds instead.

“There’s no part of  the legisla-
tion that I’m aware of  that focuses 
on all the wealth that is inher-
ited,” he said. “For instance, the 
truly wealthy will not be taxed, 
as their income comes from capi-
tal gains on their stock portfolios 

rather than income from small 
businesses’ operations, and it is 
unlikely that their capital gains 
would ever reach the income 
thresholds in this legislation.”

He claimed that Kornheiser’s 
bill would, in contrast, tax “the 
working entrepreneurs, like my-
self, who may once every five or 
10 years have a great year.”

The bill, he said, would have 
targeted “me and people like me, 
who are the real people who are 
generating the jobs in the state. 
Not the people who inherited 
a large sum of  money and are 
happy to sit on it and protect it 
from this tax.”

“If  you really want to tax 
the wealthy, then target their 
enormous stock portfolios, not 
the working entrepreneurs,” 
Alexander said.

There’s always 
next year

Nothing is over until it’s over, 
said Kornheiser, who has not 
lost hope about creating a future 
tax-the-rich mechanism to raise 
money for housing.

“Absolutely anything is possi-
ble, and nothing is impossible,” 
she said, describing the chaos of  
the final weeks of  the legislative 
session.

Kornheiser described herself  
as “really inspired by all of  my 
colleagues in the House who sort 
of  all came together and said that 
this is the right thing to do.”

“This is what Vermonters want 
us to do,” she added. “Legislative 
work operates on a really long 
timeline, and pace and grace are 
both needed.”

Until the Legislature ends its 
session, Kornheiser is not will-
ing to talk about whether she will 
introduce something like H.829 
next year. Between sessions, she 
pointed out, she has to run for 
reelection.

“I don’t know how this year 
is going to end,” she said, “but 
it’s really, really important to me 
to fully fund government, and 
to make sure that people’s needs 
are met.”

“And housing is one of  the top 
needs right now,” Kornheiser 
pointed out. “Income inequality 
in this country is not just about 
the revenue. Income inequality 
hurts all of  us.”

Housing and homelessness ad-
vocates praised the bill, citing the 
urgent need for affordable hous-
ing across the state, the prob-
lem of  skyrocketing income and 
wealth inequality, and the strong 
public support for increasing 
taxes on the wealthiest Vermont 
residents.

Oddly enough, some of  
Vermont’s wealthiest people 
also endorsed H.829, including 
ice cream magnates Ben Cohen 
and Jerry Greenfield and Putney 
Student Travel’s Jeff Shumlin.

More than 30 of  them signed 
an open letter to the Legislature, 
which was posted on the web-
site of  Fair Share for Vermont, 
a nonprofit organization devoted 
to increasing taxes on Vermont’s 
wealthiest residents (fairsharevt.
org/wealthy-letter).

“We see an acute housing cri-
sis, chronic underfunding of  
state services, and a need for im-
mediate investments in our in-
frastructure and environmental 
protection,” the letter reads. ”As 
Vermonters who have economi-
cally prospered in our state, we 
believe in contributing our fair 
share to build a state that works 
for all people who live here.”

The letter goes on to assert that 
Vermonters take care of  their 
neighbors and form close rela-
tionships that transcend economic 
circumstances.

“Public investment, funded 
through tax revenue, is neces-
sary to amplify these community 
efforts and fund programs that 
strengthen our communities,” 
they wrote.

Even The New York Times 
noted the potential of  this bill. 
Kornheiser gave an interview 
to the paper about her plan to 
raise the income bracket for the 
wealthiest 1%.

“The package of  bills is part of  
a broader push across the country 
by progressive groups who hope 
that the political moment has ar-
rived to shake up the tax system 
to address income inequality,” the 
Times reported.

Another Vermont advocate 
for H.829 was Lt. Gov. David 
Zuckerman, who wrote a pas-
sionate op-ed piece for VTDigger 
accusing the governor of  try-
ing to gut Act 250 — the state’s 
land use planning law — to help 

“profiteering developers.”
“Now is the time to make your 

voice heard,” Zuckerman said. 
“Do you think we should irre-
versibly alter the landscape of  
Vermont for investors and real 
estate developers to make mas-
sive profits?

“Or do you think we should 
take a balanced approach and in-
crease our development in our 
town and village centers, cre-
ate more walkable communities 
and invest more resources in af-
fordable housing for everyday 
Vermonters?”

Responses to H.829
In a rebuttal to Zuckerman’s 

piece, Emerson Lynn, editor of  
the St. Albans Messenger, wrote, 
“Painting one side as evil and 
the other as virtuous promotes 
the divisiveness that keeps prog-
ress at bay.”

He went on to say that housing 
can be affordable only if  it can be 
done on a large-enough scale to 
make materials, labor, and other 
costs more affordable.

“As a state, we can’t afford to 
forever bear the individual bur-
den of  higher and higher taxes 
to subsidize the huge gap be-
tween the housing stock we have 
and the housing stock we need,” 
Lynn wrote.

“We also have the relatively 
certain prospect of  a large — 
17% — property tax coming our 
way. It seems a less than prudent 
time to push additional costs on 
Vermonters.”

Although it was probably a 
given that Republican Gov. Phil 
Scott would veto the bill, the 
Legislature has a veto-proof  
majority of  Democrats and 
Progressives. With political will, 
it could have overridden a veto.

But the Senate chose not to 
poke the bear, instead deciding 
to amend Act 250 to lower the 
property tax, which is threaten-
ing to come in at double-digit 
percentage increases this year due 
to higher school budgets.

Kornheiser said a number of  
bills related to zoning “have all 
been rolled into one bill” but the 
creation of  a new income bracket 
“was taken out at some point, 
and the property transfer tax has 
changed.”

She added that “a very small 

B R AT T L E B O R O —
Brattleboro Savings & Loan 
(BS&L) presents its annual 
“Shred Day” on Saturday, May 
18, from 9 a.m. to noon at their 
main branch at 221 Main St.

This is a free event in which 
the public is encouraged to 
bring their confidential and 
sensitive papers from this past 
year — such as old bank state-
ments and canceled or unused 
checks — that need to be dis-
posed of  securely. Individuals 
can bring up to five boxes to be 
shredded.

BS&L offers this service to 
help Vermonters prevent join-
ing the 42 million Americans 
each year who fall prey to iden-
tity theft.

In addition to the precau-
tionary reasoning for Shred 
Day, the company who pro-
vides the mobile shred truck, 
SecurShred, will recycle all 
the paper. At last year’s event, 

8,000 pounds of  paper were 
shredded. The shredded paper 
was later recycled and turned 
into tissues and other paper 
products by a U.S. paper mill.

Each year at the end of  
Shred Day, SecurShred gives 
the bank a check for the re-
cycled paper, which the bank 
then donates to a local char-
ity. While Shred Day is pro-
vided as a free service to the 
community, BS&L welcomes 
donations to add to the funds 
donated by SecurShred.

BS&L will add all proceeds 
from this event, as well as other 
events throughout this coming 
year, to their Commitment to 
Community scholarship. This 
scholarship is offered to local 
high school seniors who make 
the community better and 
brighter. For information, con-
tact Cassie Kelley at ckelley@
brattbank.com.

Brattleboro Savings 
& Loan ‘Shred Day’ 
set for May 18 

RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/COMMONS FILE PHOTO

State Rep. Kesha Ram Hinsdale, D-Chittenden-
Southeast, chairs the Senate Committee on Economic 
Development, Housing, and General Affairs, where H.829 
ended up in limbo.
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working part-time for Global 
Round Table Leadership, a 
virtual training company and 
leadership consultant based 
in Keene, New Hampshire, 
that “supports group vitality, 
business model innovation, 
and creative collaboration,” 
according to its  website 
(globalroundtableleadership.
com), through coaching, we-
binars, and training.

He will begin working 
there full time as soon as the 
Legislature adjourns.

“I’ve been working for them 
for about five years,” Toleno 
said, noting that its founder, 
Lori Hanou, “is somebody I 
worked with when I was work-
ing part-time at the Marlboro 
Graduate Center in the MBA 
program. So I work with a 
bunch of  people who are con-
nected to the Marlboro College 
graduate community.”

“I really love what we’re 
doing,” he said. “We’re about 
re-centering humanity in the 
workplace and working with 
teams on how to learn to-
gether to share power and 
leadership.”

Supporting 
the process

Toleno has spent the past 
four years on the House 
Committee on Appropriations, 
which takes up most of  his 
time.

“You typically don’t have a 
lot of  time to do any major pol-
icy work outside of  the com-
mittee,” Toleno said.

For four years previously, 
he served in caucus leadership 
as the House assistant major-
ity leader, also known as the 
whip, traditionally in charge 
of  tabulating how individual 
party members will vote on 
legislation.

“And in that role, we also 
don’t sponsor legislation,” 
Toleno said. “We support the 
process and the members and 
the vote counts.”

Toleno is proud that he was 
able, even before moving into 
a leadership role, to sponsor a 
bill that has since passed into 
Vermont law: providing paid 
sick leave to every worker in 
the state.

“No matter what size com-
pany they work for, over time, 
they accrue paid sick leave,” 
he said. The law allows for up 

to five days, which can also be 
used to care for sick family 
members.

“That did not exist before 
as a universal benefit,” Toleno 
said, and said he was “very 
proud of  the fact that when we 
passed it, we passed it in a way 
that made it a universal benefit. 
[…] It applies to part-timers 
as well — in almost all cases.”

He also takes pride in the 
quiet work he does behind the 
scenes.

Noting that his strength 
has been in “relational work,” 
Toleno said that he’s “been try-
ing to support more long-term 
things, things-that-we-need-
to-change policy, rather than 
just the incrementalism that 
often happens because we only 
have two-year terms.”

Though he says he’s “very 
passionate” about the issue 
of  term limits — he does not 
think the Legislature needs 
them — he concedes that the 
issue may be “somewhat invis-
ible to people who aren’t in the 
building and in the weeds, like 
we are when we’re here.”

‘It’s the right time 
for me to move on’

Toleno said he will miss 
many things about the job, es-
pecially the people — those 
he’s worked with in Montpelier 
and those in his district.

He has endorsed former 
Brattleboro Selectboard Chair 
Ian Goodnow, who announced 
his candidacy on May 6 [story, 
this issue].

“I love the pace and the 
complexity of  the policy work 
and the puzzle of  trying to 
figure out how to do coalition 
building and get things done,” 
Toleno said.

“It’s really an amazing thing 
to be a part of  a small group of  
people that have this much re-
sponsibility and opportunity 
to change people’s lives,” he 
continued.

Toleno expects to go through 
a grieving period when he 
leaves Montpelier, but knows 
“it’s the right time for me to 
move on.”

He added that he is grateful 
to the community for the “in-
credible gift” of  serving them 
for so long.

“I hope I lived up to it,” 
he said.

n Toleno FROM SECTION FRONT
n H.829 FROM SECTION FRONT
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• Voices Live hosts public events and will publish Special Focus sections
in The Commons that facilitate dialogue on critical issues facing our community.
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JOIN THE
CELEBRATION!

WHAT STARTED TWO DECADES AGO 
IS STILL GOING STRONG TODAY!

With your continued 
support, we’ll be 
going strong for 
another 20 years!

Will you help us by making a contribution today? 
The Commons and our special programs would not be possible without community 
support. For that we say, thank you!

Each spring, we ask our readers to help us continue our work by making a 
tax-deductible donation. Our goal this spring is to raise $25,000 by June 30th.
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Check Our Full Program Schedule
@ brattleboro.tv

          BCTV
            Local Program Highlights
              Week of: May 6, 2024 – May 12, 2024

Channel 1078 Channel 1079

Here We Are – Tucker Barrett, 
Stringed Instrument Designer: 
Mon 8p, Tues 3:15p, Wed 9a, Thurs 
1:15p, Fri 9:30p, Sat 12:15p, Sun 3:45p

Brattleboro Selectboard Mtg. 
5/7/24: Tues 6:15 (LIVE,) Thurs 1p, Fri 
8:30p, Sun 8a

The World Fusion Show – Ep 177 - 
Christiane Karam: Mon 5:30p, Tues 
1p, Wed 9p, Thurs 9:30a, Fri 5p, Sat 
6p, Sun 6a

Landmark College Spring 2024 
Commencement: Sat 10a (LIVE)

Sunflower Court – This Week in 
“Sunflower’s Ct.”: Mon 6:30p, Wed 
6:20a, Fri 6:55p, Sat 12:55p

Windham Elementary School 
Board Mtg. 4/26/24: Mon 6:30p, 
Tues 7:30a, Wed 12p

Heart Rose Club presents Cousin 
Greg 3/8/24: Mon 8:35p, Tues 9a, 
Wed 5a, Thurs 9:15p, Fri 6a, Sat 
9:15p, Sun 9:30a

Brattleboro Planning Commission 
Mtg. 5/6/24: Wed 6p, Thurs 8:30a, 
Fri 12p

Landmark College Presents Cyrus 
Shaoul, Ph.D. - What is “Artificial 
Intelligence”?: Mon 1p, Tues 8p, 
Wed 10:45a, Thurs 1:55p, Fri 10a, Sat 
8p, Sun 12:30p

Newfane Selectboard Mtg. 5/6/24: 
Wed 8:30p, Thurs 6a, Fri 2:30p

Why Shared Housing is a Good 
Choice: Mon 6:55p, Wed 6:25a, 
Thurs 6:55p, Sat 5:55p

River Valleys Unified School 
District Board Mtg. 5/6/24: Thurs 
6p, Fri 8a, Sat 12p

RivTheSkid – Golf Is Peaceful: 
9:25p, Wed 11:55a, Thurs 7:55a, Sat 
5:45p, Sun 7:40p

Vernon Selectboard Mtg. 5/7/24: 
Thurs 8:30p, Fri 5:30a, Sat 2:30p

Sunflower Court – Talking To 
Myselfssiies: Mon 2p, Tues 6:55p, 
Wed 6:55p, Thurs 7:45a, Sun 4:25p

Windham Southeast Supervisory 
Union Board Mtg. 5/8/24: Fri 6p, 
Sat 7a, Sun 12p

Perspectives on Trauma – Part 
6: Cindy Hadge: Mon 7:30a, Tues 
1:30p, Wed 9:30p, Thurs 9a, Fri 
5:30p, Sat 6:30p, Sun 6:30a

River Valleys Unified School 
District Public Information Mtg. 
4/22/24: Mon 9a, Wed 7:45a, Sun 6p

Energy Week with George Harvey 
& Tom Finnell: Mon 9a, Tues 5p, 
Thurs 11a, Sat 7p

Windham Southeast School 
District Board Mtg. 4/30/24: Mon 
3p

Vermontitude – Weekly Episode: 
Tue 11:30a & 6:30p, Wed 6a, Thu 1p, 
Sat 12p, Sun 5p

Dummerston Selectboard Mtg. 
5/1/24: Mon 5:30a

News Block:
Reformer News Break: Mon-Fri 
12p & 6p
BUHS-TV News: Mon-Fri 12:15p & 
6:35p

Putney Selectboard Mtg. 5/1/24: 
Mon 12p

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church – 
Weekly Service: Wed 2p, Sat 7:30a, 
Sun 11a 

Community Forum – Public Mtg. 
for Proposed Flood Resiliency 
Projects on Sand Hill Road: Tues 
12:30p, Wed 9:30a, Sat 6:30p, Sun 
2:30p

Trinity Lutheran Church – Weekly 
Service: Wed 10a, Thurs 7a, Sun 3p

Brattleboro Housing Partnership 
Board Mtg. 4/22/24: Tues 5p, Fri 
5p, Sat 6a

Guilford Community Church - 
Weekly Service: Wed 6:30a, Fri 8p, 
Sun 8a

Town Matters – Weekly Episode: 
Mon 6p, Wed 4:45p, Thurs 11a, Fri 
11:30a, Sat 5p

St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
Mass: Tue 6:45a & 2p, Thurs 8p, Sat 
4p (LIVE)

The David Pakman Show: Mon 8a, 
Tue 9a, Wed 5p, Fri 10:30a, Sun 5p

Note: Schedule is subject to change.
watch online at brattleboro.tv 
(802)257-0888

BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by 
The Commons
BCTV’s municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in 
touch. Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.
org
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Obituaries
•  J o  A . 

( S e p p a l a ) 
Bailey, 74, of  
Vernon. Died 
April 24, 2024, 
surrounded by 
her loving family. 
Jo was born on 

Oct. 16, 1949 to the late William 
and Violet (Wojchick) Seppala. 
She graduated from St. Michael’s 
School in Brattleboro in 1967. 
She married Philip F. Bailey in 
Brattleboro on Feb. 8, 1969. 
She worked for many years in 
Brattleboro at local businesses 
which included The Book Press 
and Dunham Shoe Company, 
and owned and operated PJ’s 
Chocolates. She also worked at 
Friendly’s restaurant for more 
than 20 years. Jo enjoyed spend-
ing time with her family as often as 
she could. She loved going camp-
ing with her husband in northern 
Vermont and watching her fa-
vorite cows across the water. She 
enjoyed playing Bingo with her 
parents and siblings. She is sur-
vived by her husband, her sister 
Judy (Seppala) and husband Stuart 
Monroe, brother Thomas and 
wife Linda Seppala, sister Barbara 
(Seppala) and husband Thomas 
Simeon. She also leaves behind her 
four children; son Steven Bailey, 
daughter Holly Bailey and partner 
Rick Mears, son William and his 
wife Dawn Bailey, and daughter 
Tabitha Weeks and partner Tim 
Lepisto; grandchildren Rebecca, 
Darren, Rikki, Hunter, Dylan, 
Connor, Jacob, Maxwell, Mya, 
Kaylyn, Dakota, Hannah, and 
Rachael; and great-grandchildren 
Devine, Louise, and Shepherd. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: Family 
and friends are invited to St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church in 
Brattleboro for funeral services 
on May 11, at 11 a.m., with a re-
ception to follow.

•  T e e n a 
Marie (Coty) 
Barnes, 62, 
f o r m e r l y  o f  
B r a t t l eb o ro . 
Died at home in 
Lancaster, New 
H a m p s h i r e , 

where she was a resident for the 
past 2½ years. Teena was born 

in Brattleboro on April 22, 1962, 
the eldest daughter of  the late 
Daniel and Margaret (Folsom) 
Coty. Teena was very close to her 
mother “Peggy” over the years. 
She also leaves her only and very 
loving sister, Meg Robinson and 
her husband, Rick, of  North 
Strafford, New Hampshire. Teena 
was always a hard worker and 
spent many years with CTM 
Brochure. She later worked for 
the U.S. Postal Service in Bellows 
Falls. She was an all-around beau-
tiful person and a loving mother to 
her only child, a daughter shared 
with the love of  her life, Richard 
Moore. Leah Melanie Moore was 
their pride and joy and Leah and 
Richard will miss Teena every day. 
Teena also leaves her only grand-
child, Brook Hanson, whom she 
loved with all her heart. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: The family will 
hold a Celebration of  Life for 
Teena at the Kiwanis Shelter in 
Bernardston, Massachusetts, on 
Saturday, May 18. Anyone who 
was a friend of  Teena is welcome 
to come and share their memo-
ries. Condolences may be sent to 
91 Guilford Center Rd., Apt. 201, 
Guilford, VT 05301.

•  P e t e r 
G i nte r, 6 3 , 
of  Townshend. 
Died at home on 
April 16, 2024. 
He was born on 
Independence 
Day, 1960, in 

Bogota, New Jersey, to Albrecht 
and Eleanor Ginter. He grew 
up in Warren, New Jersey and 
Outer Cape Cod. He was a solid 
man in both spirit and form. He 
knew who he was and gave freely 
of  himself  knowing that life was 
more about giving than getting. 
He valued his community, and 
above all else, the integrity of  
his family. He provided comfort 
and safety to everyone he came 
in contact with, particularly the 
young and the old. He accepted 
others for who they were and 
found joy in the smallest of  hu-
man nuance, including his own, 
and ran with it. His passion was 
riding his KTM 1290. He loved 
the gym — the lifting, the cama-
raderie, the inspiration and the 
mentorship. He loved feeding 
people, sitting in quiet compan-
ionship with his dogs, and nature. 

More than anything, he loved his 
wife and three children and dem-
onstrated it in everything he did. 
Never one to embellish a story, he 
possessed an over-active imagina-
tion that he expressed through hu-
mor. Laughing was like breathing 
to Peter. Not a day went by where 
he couldn’t find something hys-
terically funny to ruminate over. 
He laughed with others, all alone, 
in his sleep. Peter worked hard — 
“gotta answer the bell,” he would 
say — and played hard, and loved 
hard. He gave his all to everything 
he did; especially to his family. He 
was the greatest father a kid could 
have; present, consistent, and ac-
cepting and the greatest husband 
any woman could wish for. He was 
always willing to grow, to evolve 
and to be a better partner. Peter 
was an inspiration to his children 
up until his last breath. He was 
fearless and lived and died on his 
terms in the home he loved, with 
his wife, three children and two 
dogs. He was a comfort to his fam-
ily until the end, departing with a 
smile and the words, “I love you 
guys. I’ll see you down the road.” 
He was predeceased by his par-
ents, Albrecht and Eleanor; and 
his sisters, Ellen Bissonnette and 
Diane Charmont. Peter is survived 
by his wife Donna; his sons Peter, 
Otto, and Eric, and his wife Nadia 
Borysyk: his daughter, Callie and 
her partner Cory Harris, and his 
dogs, Louie and Oona. He also 
leaves behind his brother, Eric 
Ginter and his wife Jeri and his 
sister, Dale Tracey, and many 
nieces and nephews. He holds 
Nick Lovergine, Johnny White, 
Bettina Berg and Chris Harlow in 
his heart for the gift of  authentic 
friendship. MEMORIAL INFORMA-
TION: A celebration of  his life is 
planned for June at a date and time 
to be announced.

• Jane E. LaBreck, 86, of  
Vernon. Died on April 16, 2024 
at Brattleboro Memorial Hospital 
after battling lung cancer, with 
other complications. Jane was 
born on July 30, 1937, in Houlton, 
Maine, to the late Bernard & 
Grace (Sligar) Schools. She 

enjoyed spending 
time with fam-
ily and friends. 
She  l oved  to 
play cribbage 
and Bingo; in 
h e r  yo u n g e r 
years, she was a 

bowler. She is survived by her 
son, Peter LaBreck of  Vermont, 
her daughter Dina (Maurice) 
LeClair of  Hinsdale, New 
Hampshire, a sister, Anna Grover 
of  Wiscasset, Maine; grandchil-
dren Laura, Denise, Kenneth, 
Christopher, Heather, Peter II, 
Kesia, and Cassie; great grand-
children Colby, Rachael, Courtney, 
Justin, Theresa, Brandon, Dylan, 
Lyndsay, Amanda, Melinda, 
Lexi, D’Artagnan, Kenny II, 
Mila, Jacqlyn, Jennifer, Michael, 
Morgan; great-great-grandchil-
dren Vanessa, Bryson, Bailey, 
Layla, Aubry, Matthew, Riley, 
Eliana, Ava, Nathalie, Amelia; and 
several nieces and nephews. She 
was predeceased by sisters Louise, 
Theresa, Madeline, and Edith; 
and brothers Gerald, Lewis, 
Philip, William, Donald, Gary, 
and Stephen. MEMORIAL INFORMA-
TION: A celebration of  life will be 
held on July 13, 2024, at American 
Legion Post 5 in Brattleboro from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

• Michael Roy Mross, 
76, of  Putney. Died April 21, 
2024. A full obituary will ap-
pear in a future edition of  The 
Commons. MEMORIAL INFORMA-
TION: There will be a celebration 
of  his life on Saturday, May 11, 
at All Souls Church at the West 
Village Meeting House in West 
Brattleboro, beginning at 1:30 
p.m. All are welcome.

• Oliver M. “Sam” Prentice 
III, 69, of  Townshend. Died 
peacefully at his home, sur-
rounded by his family, on April 
18, 2024. The full obituary in-
cluding service information will be 
published in a future edition. To 
offer condolences to Sam’s family, 
visit atamaniuk.com.

• Jean J. Turner, 83, of  
Marlboro. Died April 30, 2024, 
at Brattleboro Memorial Hospital, 

following an ex-
tended period of  
declining health. 
Jean was born 
in Marlboro on 
June 2, 1940, 
the daughter of  
Leon and Shirley 

(Snow) Johnson. She was raised 
and educated in Marlboro and 
graduated from Brattleboro Union 
High School with the Class of  
1958. She was employed at the 
former Appropriate Technology 
in Brattleboro, which she retired 
from as manager following more 
than 20 years of  faithful service 
with the company. Previously, 
Jean had worked for Hogback 
Enterprises, employed in the 
Hogback Mountain Gift Shop. 
In conjunction with her full-time 
work, she was a devoted home-
maker, withher life centering 
around her family. Jean enjoyed 
going fishing, knitting, and bak-
ing, especially with her grandchil-
dren present. She was known for 
her delicious pies and other deli-
cacies. On September 2, 1959, in 
Brattleboro, at a small wedding 
ceremony for family and close 
friends, she married William 
L. Turner. Her husband of  36 
years predeceased her in 1995. 
Survivors include one son, William 
L. Turner Jr. of  Marlboro; three 
daughters, Diane Ditto (Gary) 
of  Kensington, Maryland, Linda 
Peters (Norman) of  Marlboro, 
and Donna Turner and hus-
band Robert Rocha of  Warner 
Robins, Georgia; one brother, 
David Johnson of  Marlboro; and 
10 grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. Additionally, she 
leaves many nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces, and great-neph-
ews. Jean was predeceased by one 
brother, Victor Johnson, and four 
sisters, Joyce Boyd, Eunice Varga, 
Carol Johnson, and Dorothy 
Bourn. MEMORIAL INFORMATION: 
In keeping with her final wishes, 
there are no formal funeral ser-
vices scheduled. Graveside com-
mittal services will be held at a 
later date during the summer 
in King Cemetery in Marlboro. 

Donations to the Marlboro 
Volunteer Fire Department, P.O. 
Box 69, Marlboro, VT 05344. To 
offer condolences, visit atamaniuk.
com.

Services
• A memorial 

service, followed 
by a Celebration 
o f  L i f e ,  f o r 
N o r m a n 
Bartlett  will 
b e  h e l d  o n 
Saturday, May 

11, at 11 a.m., at Next Stage Arts, 
13 Kimball Hill, Putney. Mr. 
Bartlett, 82, of  Putney, died on 
March 13, 2024.

•  A 
Celebration of  
Life for André 
V .  “ A n d y ” 
D u f r e s n e 
will be held on 
Saturday, May 
18, from noon to 

2 p.m., at American Legion Post 
29 in Claremont, New Hampshire. 
A luncheon will be provided. 
A funeral Mass will be held on 
Saturday, June 29, at 10 a.m., at 
St. Norbert’s Catholic Church in 
Hardwick, Vermont, followed by 
a reception at St. Norbert’s Julian 
Room. In lieu of  flowers, the fam-
ily requests a memorial gift be 
made in his memory to Disabled 
American Veterans, 215 North 
Main St., White River Junction, 
VT 05001. Mr. Dufresne died on 
March 9, 2024

•  Graveside 
services for Jean 
B. McAuliffe 
of  Brattleboro 
will be held on 
Saturday, May 
18, at noon, at 
St.  Michael’s 

Cemetery, White Birch Avenue, 
Brattleboro. A Celebration of  Life 
will follow at American Legion 
Post 5, 32 Linden St., Brattleboro, 
at 1 p.m. For more information, 
visit phaneuf.net.

ROCKINGHAM—A field 
trip led by members of  the 
Rockingham Conservation 
Commission (RCC) will discuss 
invasive plants and restoration 
management on Saturday, May 
11, from 10 a.m. to noon, at 409 
Saxtons River Rd.

The Windham County Natural 
Resources Conservation District 
worked with the RCC and local 
volunteers, including Americorps 
members, in May 2016 to plant 
several hundred native trees along 

the Saxtons River in Rockingham.
The site was a FEMA buyout, 

a 3.4 acre parcel that had three 
mobile homes on it before it was 
flooded during Tropical Storm 
Irene in 2011. FEMA wanted to 
prevent rebuilding on a flood-
prone site, so they bought the 
land from the owners and gave it 
to the town, with the stipulation 
that nothing be built there.

Some of  the volunteers had lost 
their houses during Irene. The 
planting was done to improve 

wildlife habitat, help stabilize the 
soil in future flooding of  the site, 
and help discourage the growth 
of  invasive Japanese knotweed. 
This field trip, led by RCC mem-
bers who were part of  the 2016 
effort, will revisit the site to see 
how the trees and knotweed have 
changed since the planting, and 
explain the dynamics of  riparian 
restoration.

The site has poison ivy, a 
brook, and some dense brush 
with thorns, so participants 

should wear long sleeves and 
pants and tall rubber boots if  
possible, and tick repellent. Park 
along Barbers Park Road, which 
is just east of  the field trip site; 
do not park along Route 121 
(Saxtons River Road) because it 
has no shoulder.

If  you have questions, con-
t a c t  RC C  m e m b e r  Pe t e r 
Bergstrom at 802-444-1860 or 
rockinghamvtenergy@gmail.com.

Field trip looks at effectiveness 
of post-Irene replanting effort 

‘Lydia’s Friends’ host Geranium Festival 
Fundraiser for Lydia Taft Pratt Library 

Ad Tip!
Put a QR code in 
your print ad!
Readers can scan and go 
right to your website. 

To advertise, contact
one of our ad reps!
1-888-511-5150 (x2)
lori@commonsnews.org (or) nancy@commonsnews.org
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WEST DUMMERSTON—
Lydia’s Friends, the organiza-
tion that supports the Lydia Taft 
Pratt Library, will host its an-
nual Geranium Festival, Silent 
Auction, and Book Sale fundraiser 
on Saturday, May 18, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Dummerston 
Community Center, 150 West St., 
rain or shine.

Lydia Taft Pratt Library 
Director Dena Marger said in a 
news release that “it is vital to 
the success of  a small-town li-
brary like ours that we have the 
support and advocacy that comes 

from having a friends group like 
Lydia’s Friends working with 
us. We are incredibly grateful to 
have them.”

According to Dummerston 
resident Catherine O’Callaghan, 
who leads Lydia’s Friends, this 
year’s event is held in the mem-
ory of  two devoted friends of  the 
library who died last November: 
Lisa Blake and Susan A. K. Kern.

“Lisa Blake was a long-time 
volunteer with Lydia’s Friends 
and Susan A. K. Kern served for 
many years as chair of  the board 
of  trustees for the library,” she 

said. “In honoring these two 
women, we recognize their con-
tributions and hope to inspire 
others to follow their example 
and serve and support our local 
library.”

Geraniums for the event are 
being supplied by Dummerston’s 
Walker Farm. Area craftspeople, 
artisans, and businesses have gen-
erously donated art, crafts, and 
gift certificates to the silent auc-
tion. Organizers say the book sale 
is sure to include some treasures.

A local musical duo, Hazelnuts, 
will perform from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Refreshments and activities 

will be provided for the whole 
family. A tent will prevent both 
people and flowers from suc-
cumbing to the elements, whether 
they be rain or sun. Proceeds from 
this year’s Geranium Festival will 
help the library provide a mu-
seum and event pass program for 
community use.

The Lydia Taft Pratt Library 
was established as Dummerston’s 
municipal library in 1914. For 
more information, contact the 
library at 802-258-9878 or 
dummerstonvtlibrary@gmail.com, 
or O’Callaghan at 802-380-7935.

L ong experience has taught me that people who do 
not like geraniums have something morally unsound 

about them. Sooner or later you will find them out; you 
will discover that they drink, or steal books, or speak 
sharply to cats. Never trust a man or a woman who is 
not passionately devoted to geraniums.

—Beverley Nichols
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M I L E S TONE S
Births, deaths, and news of people  from Windham County

Milestones are published as community news at no cost to families, thanks 
to financial support of  our members and advertisers. Send them to news@
commonsnews.org.Though we ask that content for this column be sent by 
Friday at 5 p.m., we will do our best to include late obituaries. Please alert 
the newsroom at 802-246-6397 for post-deadline urgent submissions. We 
will always do our best to accommodate contributors in their time of  grief.

MARLBORO—The Green 
Mountain Conservancy (GMC) 
has been granted $285,879 
by the Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board toward the 
purchase and conservation of  the 
Old Oaks Headwaters Preserve, 
200 acres of  forested land in 
Marlboro.

In a news release, GMC said 
it “is working to raise the rest of  
the funds from several founda-
tions and the greater Marlboro 
community, which has used and 
appreciated this land for genera-
tions. This land will be conserved 
in perpetuity with easements 
co-held by the Vermont River 

Conservancy and the Vermont 
Housing and Conservation 
Board.”

The preserve is part of  the 
largely unfragmented 3,000+ 
acre Harrisville Forest block that 
provides migration corridors for 
many species, and is part of  the 
headwaters for the Green River.

“The forest and wetlands, in-
cluding a series of  iconic beaver 
ponds, hold great ecological and 
recreational value, providing 
clean water and climate resilience 
for human and nonhuman spe-
cies alike,” the GMC said. “Older 
forests like this one sequester 
and store significant carbon, 

contributing to natural climate 
solutions. Biodiversity within 
this mixed northern hardwoods 
forest includes natural commu-
nities like Red Spruce-Cinnamon 
Fern Swamp and species such as 
bobcat, beaver, and porcupine.”

The land is being sold to GMC 
by members of  the Hendricks 
family, descendants of  Walter 
and Flora Hendricks, who started 
Marlboro College.

A significant portion of  the 
Marlboro Town Trail between 
the Potash Hill campus (the for-
mer Marlboro College campus) 
and Marlboro Town Center is in 
this preserve, and it will continue 

to be available for hiking and ski-
ing. Access will be from a small 
parking area off  Moss Hollow 
Road, on Potash Hill land. An 
existing trail will connect to the 
Town Trail.

THose who wish to donate to 
the project may send checks to: 
Green Mountain Conservancy, 
P.O. Box 517, Marlboro, VT 
05344. You can donate online 
at greenmountainconservancy.
org/donate. For more informa-
tion, contact the GMC at info@
greenmountainconservancy.org 
or 802-257-0012.

Green Mountain Conservancy receives 
$285,879 for Marlboro forest project  



SUMMER 
PROGRAM
Registration

REGISTER NOW!
Register in person at the Gibson Aiken Center

207 Main Street, Brattleboro. Call 802-254-5808.
Monday - Friday: 9am - Noon / 1pm - 4:30pm

To register online, scan the QR code,
or visit brattleboro.gov/recreation-and-parksbrattleboro.gov/recreation-and-parks

REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!

Empowering youth and adults with disabilities through 
the expressive arts while building self-con� dence, 

leadership, and community.

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
2024 Summer Expressive Arts
Immersive One-Week Camps

Attend online or in-person
In-person classes are held at West Village Meeting House 

West Brattleboro, Vermont from 8:30am-12:00pm.

Monday, June 17th – Friday, June 21st
Monday, June 24th – Friday, June 28th

Monday, July 8th – Friday, July 12th

Sign up for one, two, or all three weeks.
Part-time enrollment each week is available. 

FOR YOUTH AND ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES

For more information contact directors:
Laura Lawson Tucker & Darlene Jenson

802-387-0765
info@theatreadventure.org
www.theatreadventure.org

Inclusive theater with 
artistry & belief in self

Cutest Kitty
Contest

“Where Happy Pets Shop”

Enter photo at:
buddys@buddysapetstore.com

Win Buddy 
Boxes Filled 
with Toys 
& Treats

Drawing on 
May 31st

916 West River Rd, 
Brattleboro, VT
802-254-2232

wchs4pets.org

Hi, I’m Nalaa. I am a sweet girl who would 
do best in a quiet home. One without 
small kids or big dogs. I am not a fan of 
being picked up. I came to WCHS with 
my daughter Roz, after our owner could 
no longer care for us. If you would like to 
adopt us together that would be great, if 
not we are able to go separately. We don’t 
seem to get along well with other cats. 

WILL YOU ADOPT ME?

A recording oasis in the foothills of Southern Vermont

www.guilfordsound.com       802-254-4511       info@guilfordsound.com

Ad graciously sponsored by: 

GUILFORD SOUND
guilfordsound.com

802-254-4511
info@guilfordsound.com
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Meg Mott moderates the Putney Annual Town Meeting 
in 2023. 

THIS 
SPACE
FOR RENT
You, and some 20,000 

other readers, are 

looking at Windham 

County’s best ad-

vertising value. To 

promote your busi-

ness in the next issue 

of The Commons, 

call us at (802) 246-

6397 or e-mail ads@

commonsnews.org.
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listen and engage with all di� er-
ent perspectives, and that his care 
and commitment to Brattleboro 
are unmatched.”

Goodnow, in a separate news 
release, said that his tenure on the 
Selectboard has “given me many 
insights about the strengths and 
struggles that face our commu-
nity. It has taught me that I have 
a deep passion and love for pub-
lic service.”

“I hope to continue to serve 
Brattleboro by bringing that 
knowledge and energy to 
Montpelier,” he said.

His board term spanned the 
pandemic and post-pandemic 
years, a time he called “a dynamic 
and di�  cult time for Brattleboro 
and Vermont.”

Goodnow said that he has seen 
that “the housing crisis, wide eco-
nomic disparity, and a stagnating 
workforce are intertwined chal-
lenges that Brattleboro is facing.”

He said his campaign objec-
tive “is to knock on every door 
in District 9,” and to speak to as 
many of  his neighbors as possible.

Goodnow will have a campaign 
launch party on Thursday, May 
30, at 6 p.m., at Midnight’s Bar, 
2 High St.

C o n t a c t  G o o d n o w  a t 
iangoodnowvt@gmail.com . A 
campaign website,  iangoodnow.
com , is under construction 
( iangoodnowvt@gmail.com ). 

 ‘America 250’ 
town hall series 
looks at homeless 
encampments  

■ Goodnow
FROM SECTION FRONT

 BRATTLEBORO—As the 
U.S. Supreme Court deliber-
ates on whether towns have the 
constitutional authority to ban 
homeless encampments on pub-
lic property, a Town Hall gather-
ing organized under the auspices 
of  a new ‘America 250’ initiative 
invites the public to share points 
of  view on this topic in a care-
fully constructed civil debate led 
by “Constitutional Wrangler” 
Meg Mott.

The Town Hall poses the ques-
tion: ’Is it Unconstitutional to Ban 
Homeless Encampments?’ It will 
be held from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 15, at Brooks 
Memorial Library, 224 Main St., 
and is free and open to everyone.

The case before the Supreme 
Court puts the rights of  people 
to sleep in public spaces against 
the responsibilities of  cities to 
maintain public safety. One of  
the legal questions is whether 
a city can punish someone for 
their status, not their behavior. 
The case has sweeping implica-
tions for Vermont, which has the 
second-highest rate of  homeless-
ness after California.

The event is the � rst in a series 
of  Town Halls convened by the 
Windham World A� airs Council 
and Brooks Memorial Library to 
stimulate public dialogue leading 
up to the statewide and national 
America 250 semiquincentennial 
anniversary of  the founding of  
the United States.

The series focuses on the 
founding ideals in the Declaration 
of  Independence — equality, lib-
erty, safety, and happiness — and 
how those ideals can guide us in 
strengthening our democracy at 
a time when the urge to demon-
ize our opponents is on the rise.

“At the heart of  the 1776 dec-
laration is a bold assumption: 
The people have the capacity to 
form a government that, in the 
words of  the declaration, ‘seems 

most likely to a� ect [our] Safety 
and Happiness,’” Mott said in a 
news release. “‘Most likely’ is an 
important element; self-govern-
ment is a dynamic process. We 
have to talk with each other as 
we determine how best to a� ect 
our need for safety, our desire for 
freedom and our responsibility to 
fellow citizens.”

Mott holds a doctorate in phi-
losophy focusing on political sci-
ence and government.

“Dr. Mott skillfully employs 
creative ways to stoke civic dia-
log,” said WWAC Board Member 
Lissa Weinmann. “Town Halls 
on a variety of  topics held in dif-
ferent venues through 2026 will 
help develop citizens’ capacity to 
suss-out solutions through robust 
deliberation among those with di-
vergent points of  view.”

Background materials for the 
Town Hall discussions can be 
found at the WWAC website un-
der “News and Events/ America 
250.” Anyone interested in par-
ticipating in this America 250 
e� ort or joining WWAC or serv-
ing on the WWAC board are wel-
come and encouraged to contact 
windhamworldaffairscouncil@
gm a i l . c o m   o r  t o  c a l l 
Administrative Director Susan 
Healy at 781-422-9485. 
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(Of course you do! You’re from Windham County!)

Got something on your mind? Send contribu-
tions to our Letters from Readers section (500 
words or fewer strongly recommended) to 
voices@commonsnews.org; the deadline is 
Friday to be considered for next week’s paper. 
When space is an issue, we give priority to words 

that have not yet appeared elsewhere.

shine, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. The 
walk will be led by Fred Taylor 
and will include poems or other 
readings and chances to share 
about the experience. Healing 
walks will be held every second 
and fourth Friday of  each month 
until October.

The Manitou Project seeks to 
foster community with Nature 
on its 235 acre land preserve 
in Williamsville, located at 300 
Sunset Lake Rd. Directions: go 
1.4 miles up Sunset Lake Road 
from Williamsville Village, sign 
on right. Or approximately 5.6 
miles over the top of  Sunset 
Lake Road from Route 9 in West 
Brattleboro. Meet at the parking 
lot at 4 p.m. For information, 
contact Fred at 802-254-2675.

 Stamp Out Hunger 
food drive is May 11 

BRATTLEBORO — The an-
nual Stamp Out Hunger Food 
Drive, always set for the second 
Saturday in May, is a single-day 
food drive throughout the United 
States.

The drive is organized by the 
National Association of  Letter 
Carriers and supported by other 
postal unions and the U.S. Postal 
Service. According to local orga-
nizer Viv Woodland, this drive is 
intentionally set opposite from 
the winter holidays in the calen-
dar. May is a time when a boost 
in food donations is needed at lo-
cal pantries, especially as families 
prepare to have kids home from 
school for the summer.

On Saturday, May 11, let-
ter carriers in Brattleboro, 
Putney, Guilford, Vernon, and 
Dummerston will be joining 
carriers across the nation in col-
lecting food to � ll local pantries. 
Neighbors are asked to leave a 
bag of  nonperishable food items 
by their mailbox.

Letter carriers will pick up 
the food as they deliver the mail, 
making it easy to participate.

Woodland said that “canned 
goods, including � sh and meat; 
nut butters; dry rice, beans, pasta, 
cereals, and oatmeal; and bottled 
juice are all great donation items. 
Please avoid glass containers. 
Checks for monetary donations, 
made out to either Vermont 
Foodbank or the local food shelf  
of  your choice, will also be ac-
cepted.” For more information, 
visit  bit.ly/764-food .

 Tri-Town Collectors 
host coin and 
collectables show 

BRATTLEBORO — The 
Tri-Town Collectors Club and 
other local dealers will hold a 
coin, paper currency, comic 
book, Pokémon and sport card, 
and postcard show on Saturday, 
May 11, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
at the Holiday Inn Express on 
Chickering Drive.

Show organizer Joe Fuller says 
many dealers and collectors from 
the area will be meeting up for a 
daylong series of  hobby activities 
packed with all types of  collect-
ibles from vintage to the modern 
eras, including a presentation of  
vintage baseball cards. There is 
no admission charge. For more 
information, contact 802-379-
2353 or  Pepsijoseph@yahoo.com .

 Putney Farmers’ 
Market opens on 
Mother’s Day 

PUTNEY — The Putney 
Farmers’ Market, located across 
from the Putney Food Co-op, 
opens for the season on Mother’s 
Day, May 12, from 11:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m., with a free Shiatsu mas-
sage for all moms.

The market will have beau-
tiful gifts for Mom, hot lunch 
and co� ee, and freshly pressed 
drinks. Farmers will bring pas-
tured meats, organic eggs, fresh 
local fruits and veggies, and 
Vermont maple, cheese, and dairy 
products.

 Mother’s Day Brunch 
in Guilford 

GUILFORD — Broad Brook 
Grange will present its 24th an-
nual Mother’s Day Brunch on 
Sunday, May 12, from 7 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Broad Brook 
Community Center.

The all-you-can-eat brunch 
features eggs and the signature 
item: omelettes, any style, made 
to order. Also on the menu are 
pancakes, French toast, sau-
sage, bacon and home fries, with 
Guilford maple syrup. Treats in-
clude home-baked co� ee cakes 
and other baked goods, fresh 
fruit salad, and bread for toast-
ing. A selection of  juices will be 

available, along with co� ee, teas, 
and milk.

No reservations are necessary 
for the meal, which is priced at 
$15 for adults; $12 for seniors, 
and $5 for ages 2-12. Kids un-
der two enter free. Cash or check 
welcome.

Broad Brook Community 
Center is at 3940 Guilford Center 
Rd., 4 miles west of  the Guilford 
Country Store. The Center is now 
fully ADA-compliant, with hand-
icapped parking spaces, ramp 
access to the dining room, and 
accessible restrooms. For more 
information, call 802-257-1961.

 Putney Friends 
Meeting seeks peace 
and healing in 
Palestine and Israel 

PUTNEY — Putney Friends 
Meeting is hosting two upcoming 
gatherings to watch livestreams of  
Isreali-Palestinian joint ceremo-
nies presented by Combatants for 
Peace, a grassroots movement of  
Israelis and Palestinians work-
ing together to end the occupa-
tion and bring peace, equality, 
and freedom to their homelands.

On Sunday, May 12, at 1:30 
p.m., at the meetinghouse on 
Route 5, they will gather to watch 
the 19th Israeli-Palestinian Joint 
Memorial Day Ceremony. On 
Wednesday, May 15, at 1 p.m., 
there will be another gather-
ing to watch the Joint Nakba 
Remembrance Ceremony. After 
the live streams, there will be time 
to share re� ections.

According to a statement from 
American Friends of  Combatants 
for Peace: “We are at a pivotal 
moment in history. As polar-
ization, injustice, and violence 
mount, both ceremonies invite us 
to choose the path of  reconcilia-
tion, nonviolence, and collective 
liberation.

“While acknowledging power 
disparities and while not equat-
ing narratives, we grieve together 
to remind ourselves and society 
that occupation, oppression, and 
bloodshed are not inevitable. We 
have the power to collectively 
heal, transform, and take actions 
for a future where all can live in 
safety, dignity, and freedom.

“During this time of  unimag-
inable su� ering and devastation, 
we are raising our voices louder 
than ever to call for an end to the 
historic and present violence and 
to demand a political solution that 
can bring liberation and hope to 
all. Please join us.”

Find out more about the May 
12 event at  bit.ly/764-memorial
and the May 15 event at  bit.
ly/764-ceremony .

 Scott Farm Crêpe 
Night is May 15 

DUMMERSTON — Scott 
Farm Orchard on Kipling Road 
will host the � rst of  its monthly 
Crêpe Nights on Wednesday, May 
15, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

These seasonal gatherings, held 
the second Wednesday of  the 
month, May through September, 
are times to celebrate the harvest; 
good, simple food; and commu-
nity in a stunning setting — pic-
nic style. Outdoor and indoor 
tables and chairs are provided, as 
well as a sprawling grassy hillside 
ripe for picnic blankets, folding 
lawn chairs, and bare feet.

Local music adds to the 
ambiance.

Each month is co-hosted by 
a different local nonprofit who 
bene� ts from the evening’s pro-
ceeds. This month, the event sup-
ports Brattleboro Area A� ordable 
Housing. For more information, 
visit  scottfarmvermont.com/
crepe-night .

 Vernon Community 
Market seeks vendors 

VERNON — The Vernon 
Community Market, a pro-
gram of  the Vernon Recreation 
Department, is seeking ven-
dors for its 2024 summer season, 
which will open Thursday, June 6. 
It will continue the � rst and third 
Thursdays of  each month, June 
through Sept. 19. It will be closed 
for the Fourth of  July holiday.

The market’s hours will be 
from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at the Vernon 
Rec Area, 607 Pond Rd. The mar-
ket will feature J & B’s Curbside 
Café, handmade crafts, farm 
goods, baked goods, flowers, 
and more.

For more information on regis-
tering to be a vendor at the mar-
ket, contact the Vernon Recreation 
Department at  recreation@
vernonvt.org , 802-254-9251, 
or  vernoncommunitymarket@
gmail.com . 

  Area hospitals seek 
input for annual 
needs assessment 

B r a t t l e b o ro  M e m o r i a l 
Hospital, the Brattleboro Retreat, 
and Grace Cottage Family Health 
& Hospital are seeking public in-
put to assess the health needs of  
our community.

Every three years, these orga-
nizations conduct a Community 
Health Needs Assessment 
(CHNA) to learn more about 
the health concerns and needs 
of  the communities they serve. 
Based on the information gath-
ered, each healthcare facility will 
develop an implementation plan 
to address these needs.

A community survey is for 
residents and those who receive 
health care in Windham County 
and is ready for input at  tinyurl.
com/WindhamCHNA . The link is 
open until May 27.

The survey can also be accessed 
via a QR code on the organiza-
tions’ websites and Facebook 
pages and on posters at the three 
facilities and throughout the 
county. It is available trans-
lated into Dari, Pashto, Spanish, 
and Tigrinya via the same link 
and QR code. All answers are 
anonymous.

These health care organiza-
tions also seek input from rep-
resentatives of  groups serving 
Windham County residents and 
via focus groups. The Vermont 
Department of  Health and 
Vermont Agency of  Human 
Services are also participating in 
the process.

The CHNA process is required 
for nonprofit hospitals by the 
federal government every three 
years. Results of  the survey will 
be publicly available by year’s 
end, and implementation plans 
will follow.

 First Manitou healing 
walk is May 10 

WILLIAMSVILLE — The 
Manitou Project will hold its 
first Healing Walk of  the sea-
son on Friday, May 10, rain or 

 A R O U N D  T H E  T O W N S  



‘We keep it 

Next Stage’s Bandwagon Series, born out 
of the pandemic, brings performers from 
around the world to perform in family-friendly 
outdoor concerts in Windham County

  NEXT STAGE ARTS 

Musicians perform a Summer Bandwagon concert for an audience at the Retreat Farm. This year’s lineup 
features 20 performances weekly through October. 

 By Annie Landenberger
  The Commons

   P
UTNEY—Twenty shows — 
one per week — strikingly di-
verse and all outdoors. That’s 
what the Next Stage Bandwagon 

Series o� ers again this summer.
 Next Stage Arts Project Executive 

Director Keith Marks promises this sum-
mer’s offerings will surpass last year’s 
record-breaker program for attendance 
and reach.

A Covid-driven idea, the Bandwagon 
Series began as a way to keep the Putney-
based producing venue going during the 
pandemic shutdown, by providing a way to 
bring people of  all ages together safely for 

music and dancing on � elds and in parks 
throughout Windham County.

Named for the signature mobile stage 
designed by architect Chip Greenberg 
of  Putney, constructed by him and Nick 
Kyle of  Westminster West and owned by 
Patrick Noyes of  Putney, Marks says, “We 
kept [the series] going because the com-
munity response has been tremendous.”

The Bandwagon Series endures “be-
cause it’s a real community event,” he says, 
with Next Stage believing “that broad ac-
cess is essential for audience development 
and community engagement.”

“We made kids’ [admission] free from 
the very beginning, which made it acces-
sible to younger families,” Marks contin-
ues. “And a kids’ play space is o� ered, 

featuring Imagination Playground blocks.”
Over the years, Next Stage has made 

free access available to more people 
“through individual contributions and 
support from several sponsors.”

“We donate tickets to all 17 public li-
braries in the county,” Marks says. “Now 
we’ve expanded to the [Putney Foodshelf] 
and a number of  di� erent organizations, 
and this year we’ll be donating more 
passes to organizations like The Root and 
Women’s Freedom Center.”

“The other reason it endures is because 
we really focus on joy,” Marks re� ects. 
People want to dance and be outdoors in 
beautiful weather and enjoy what Vermont 
o� ers.

 By Victoria Chertok
  The Commons

   BR AT T L E B O RO —
S i n g e r- s o n g w r i t e r 
Margaret Glaspy is hav-
ing a moment in the 

spotlight.
 Her new EP  The Sun Doesn’t 

Think  was released on April 26, 
less than a year after her crit-
ically acclaimed album  Echo 
the Diamond  emerged to gar-
ner national attention from  The 
New York Times,  NPR,  The New 
Yorker ,  Rolling Stone,  and many 
others.

“While I was on tour for 
Echo the Diamond , I was writing 

this EP,” says Glaspy, who will 
perform “Margaret Glaspy: 
Unplugged” at the Stone Church 
this Friday, May 10.

“I was inspired by just being 
around audiences and experienc-
ing their charisma and their sto-
ries,” she said in a recent phone 
call with  The Commons.  “It made 
me want to bring more music to 
them and release records closer to 
their inception.”

So in March, Glaspy hit the 
studio with her acoustic guitar 
to create her third full-length al-
bum, “played new songs in front 
of  a microphone, and  The Sun 
Doesn’t Think  was born in a cou-
ple of  days,” she says.

“The simplicity of  making this 
[EP] reminded me of  why I make 
music,” she adds.

The Sun Doesn’t Think  was 
recorded, produced, and writ-
ten by Glaspy, was engineered 
by Mark Goodell at his studio 
Joe’s Garage, and draws inspira-
tion from musicians Tom Waits 
and Kim Gordon, as well as from 
author Neil Gaiman’s “dark but 
fantastical and surrealist places.”

“I wrote a majority of  this re-
cord when I was on tour for my 
last record,” she says. “I always 
felt like it would be nice to re-
lease things closer to when they 
are written.”

  EBRU YILDIZ/COURTESY PHOTO 

Singer-songwriter Margaret Glaspy will perform at the Stone Church in Brattleboro 
on Friday. 

fresh’

 Musician sings of complex 
characters, distinct places 
 ‘I like the tightrope walk of playing solo,’ 
says Margaret Glaspy, who performs 
in Brattleboro on Friday, May 10  
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■ SEE MANDALA, B3

 By Annie Landenberger
  The Commons

   While a mandala may 
seem pure art, this 
con� guration of  im-
ages and symbols 

guides focus — and thus aids 
meditation — in certain Eastern 
spiritual practices.

 Mandalas appear ubiquitously 
in nature; they’re created in sun-
dry materials, and they’re ren-
dered in paints and other media 
on various surfaces.

One manifestation is the sand 
mandala, which is created — and 
destroyed — over time and ritu-
alistically. Originating in India, 
the techniques of  sand mandala 
painting were taught by Buddha 
Shakyamuni in the sixth century 
BCE; its creation is now incor-
porated into Tibetan Buddhist 
practice.

According to the Asia Society 
( asiasociety.org ), all of  these aes-
thetic gems “have outer, inner, 
and secret meanings.”

“On the outer level they repre-
sent the world in its divine form; 
on the inner level they represent 
a map by which the ordinary hu-
man mind is transformed into en-
lightened mind; and on the secret 
level they depict the primordially 
perfect balance of  the subtle en-
ergies of  the body and the clear-
light dimension of  the mind,” 
the nonpro� t organization writes.

All can witness the man-
dala creation process through 
Friday morning this week at 
118 Elliot in Brattleboro, as 
River Gallery School (RGS) 
hosts Lama Tenzin Yignyen for 
“Creating Avalokiteshvara, the 
Sand Mandala of  Compassion.”

Visitors are encouraged to stop 
by between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 8 and Thursday, 
May 9 to witness the creation.

On Wednesday night, a com-
munity talk from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
will provide an opportunity to en-
gage with Lama Tenzin and learn 
more about the spiritual signi� -
cance of  the mandala. On Friday, 
May 10 at 10:30 a.m. the public is 

invited to partake in the disman-
tling of  the mandala.

All events, including the 
Wednesday night talk, are free.

 Design in sand 
made from rocks 

To make the mandala, ex-
plains RGS Executive Director 
Kimberly Carmody, Lama Tenzin 
uses Indian sand “made from 
rocks [...] gathered from rivers 
and waterfalls and then crushed 
down to a � ne white sand, which 
is cleaned and dyed many colors.”

“Then the sand is formed into 
ancient designs with the use of  a 
special metal funnel and rod,” she 
continues. “Some mandalas are 
made in just one day; others take 
months to complete.”

The sand isn’t fastened to the 
table in a permanent way — it’s 
not meant to be saved, she says.

In Friday’s dismantling cer-
emony Lama Tenzin invites par-
ticipants to help sweep up the 
sand, which is scooped into a vase, 
brought to the nearest body of  
water, and returned to the Earth.

“This process embodies im-
permanence and challenges 
many people’s ideas of  owner-
ship which are shaped by our 
capitalist society,” Carmody 
says. “Additionally, reuniting 
the blessed sand with the Earth 
highlights sustainability and 
stewardship.”

 A sacred art form 
The Venerable Lama Tenzin 

Yignyen, an ordained Tibetan 
Buddhist monk, holds a degree of  
Master of  Sutra and Tantra stud-
ies from the Namgyal Monastery 
of  His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
in Dharamsala, India.

He  has  t aught  T ibe tan 
Buddhism, art, and language at 
Namgyal branch monastery in 
Ithaca, New York, since 2021 
and has created sand mandalas 
in museums and art galleries, and 
secondary schools, as well as col-
leges and universities throughout 
North America, from Honolulu 
to Canada.

 A sacred art 
form, with ‘outer, 
inner, and secret 
meanings’ 
 River Gallery School brings Lama 
Tenzin Yignyen to Brattleboro 
to create — and subsequently 
dismantle — a sand mandala  
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 Music 
PUTNEY   Carsie Blanton plus 
Milton:   Carsie is a songwriter with 
hooks, chutzpah, and revolu-
tionary optimism. Inspired by 
artist-activists i.e. Nina Simone 
and Woody Guthrie, her catalog 
careens through American popular 
song from folk and swing to pop-
punk protest anthems. Her unique 
mix of hook-driven pop sensibility, 
political satire, and heartfelt au-
thenticity has brought her a small 
menagerie of viral hits. 
▶  7 p.m. 
▶  $25 in advance, $30 at door, $10 
livestream. Advance tickets: www.
nextstagearts.org.  
▶  Next Stage Arts Project, 15 Kimball 
Hill. Information: More information: 
802-387-0102. 
BRATTLEBORO   Music Apprecia-
tion Salons Conclude with Din-
ner and Pops Salon!:   Join host 
Moby Pearson and enjoy an audio, 
visual, and edible feast! This will 
be a special evening of favorites 
from across the centuries and the 
world. Dinner is included, with all 
receipts going to Groundworks 
Collaborative. Participants will 
hear select recordings of short 
works from 16 composers ranging 
from Handel to Shostakovich to 
Dinicu (who?)!  
▶  6:30 p.m. 
▶  Fee is $35 per person, $60 per pair for 
this special event.  
▶  Brattleboro Music Center, 72 
Blanche Moyse Way. Information: Call 
802-257-4523 or email  info@bmcvt.org  
to register.  

 Kids and families 
BRATTLEBORO   Sing & Dance 
with Robin:   For ages 0-5 and 
their caregivers. This class is an 
enriching musical experience 
for toddlers and preschoolers, 
designed to support healthy 
cognitive, physical, and social 
development. Children will sing, 
clap, stomp, dance, and play along 
with the curriculum of traditional 
and modern folk songs. Parents 
will be encouraged to fully sing 
and participate with their child in 
the class. 
▶  10:30 - 11:30 a.m. in the Community 
Meeting Room.  
▶  Free.  
▶  Brooks Memorial Library, 224 
Main St. Information: 802-254-5290; 
brookslibraryvt.org .  

 Community building 
BRATTLEBORO   Meal and 
Movie:" Entertaining Angels, the 
Dorothy Day Story":   Skyberry: 
Brattleboro's House of Hospitality 
for unhoused children and families 
hosts this simple meal and inspir-
ing movie: 
▶  6 - 8 p.m. in the undercro� . Trailer: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=6kvd_GX-
Z4l4. 
▶  Free.  
▶  St. Michaels Episcopal Church, Put-
ney Rd. and Bradley Ave. Information: 
RSVP:  houseskyberry@gmail.com .  

 Visual arts 
and shows 
BRATTLEBORO   Curator Tour: "IIn 
Nature's Grasp":   "In Nature's 
Grasp" explores the concept of 
the Sublime through the lens of 
11 contemporary artists who take 
inspiration from the natural world. 
Join curators Michael Abrams and 
Sarah Freeman, as well as several 
of the artists, for a discussion and 
walkthrough of the exhibition. 
▶  7 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Brattleboro Museum & Art Center, 28 
Vernon St. Information: For accessibility 
questions and requests, email  o� ice@
brattleboromuseum.org  or call 802-257-
0124 x 101.  

 Ideas and education 
NEWFANE   Presentation: Rever-
end Dr. Donnie Anderson; "My 
Experiences as a Transgender 
Woman":   Dr. Donnie Anderson 
is an ordained minister whose 
credentials are recognized by the 
United Methodist Church, United 
Church of Christ, and American 
Baptist Churches USA. She is a 
pastor, educator, counselor, social 
activist who o� ers an inside track 
on the transgender experience: 
what it means to decide and act 
upon the fact of one's identity - 
and to live it openly and proudly.  
▶  6:30 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Moore Free Library, 23 West 
St. Information: More information, 
contact the library: 802-365-7948 or 
moorefreelibrary@gmail.com. .  

 FRIDAY 
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 Music 
BRATTLEBORO   Sarasa Ensemble 
Concludes its 25th Anniversary 
Season with "Birds of a Feath-
er":   With a flourishing send-o�  in 

the finale of its 25th anniversary 
year, Sarasa Ensemble presents 
"Birds of a Feather" with works by 
Rosenmüller, Reincken, Westho� , 
Schmelzer, Scheidt, and Bach - 
with his sparkling harpsichord 
Concerto in E Major. 
▶  Sarasa Ensemble is a collective 
group of international instrumental-
ists/vocalists who perform classical 
music of outstanding quality, spanning 
17th-21st centuries, on both period and 
modern instruments, and bring this 
music to diverse communities. Through 
the ensemble's outreach program in 
adolescent detention facilities, it's 
dedicated to bridging cultural, aesthetic, 
economic barriers - providing incarcer-
ated teenagers with opportunities for 
growth, self-expression, enrichment 
through music. 
▶  $20 in advance, $25 at the door.  
▶  Brattleboro Music Center, 72 Blanche 
Moyse Way. Information: Tickets/more 
information: mcvt.org, 802-257-4523, 
email  info@bmcvt.org. .  

 Recreation 
BRATTLEBORO   Teen Game Night: 
  Play games with host: Teen Advi-
sory Board! We'll have a selection 
of board and card games to play 
with as well as a Jack Box Party 
Pack set up. Feel free to bring your 
own games as well.  
▶  7 - 10 p.m. We're on the 2nd floor and 
spread out between the rooms. Pizza 
and snacks provided!.  
▶  Free.  
▶  Brooks Memorial Library, 224 
Main St. Information: 802-254-5290; 
brookslibraryvt.org .  

 The written word 
PUTNEY   Sundog Poetry and 
Green Writers Press: Evening of 
Poetry w/ Julia C. Alter, Pablo 
Medina, Rage Hezekiah, Ben 
Aleshire:   On Julia C. Alter's debut 
collection, Bianca Stone, VT's new 
poet laureate and author of the 
Vermont Book Award winning 
collection, "What is Otherwise 
Infinite," writes of Alter's debut 
poetry collection: ""Good poetry 
manages to hold space for our 
most contradictory selves. And in 
this, we learn a little how to live.. 
I'm refreshed by the fierce anti-
sentimentality. It is her dervish 
vision that holds us, reckoning 
with painful truths about love and 
relation... 
▶  7:30 p.m. 
▶  Free. Suggested $10 donation to sup-
port the arts in southern Vermont.  
▶  Next Stage Arts Project, 15 Kimball 
Hill. Information: 802-387-0102; 
nextstagearts.org .  

 Community building 
GUILFORD   Skillshare - Help Heal 
Our Earth Through Bodydy-
manics!:   Elissha Poulin: "There 
are many ways to work with 
biodynamics. It can be really 
quick and easy or very deep and 
methodical. This is a quick review 
of how to approach biodynamics. 
I'm not an expert, but I know this 
is a very valuable way that we can 
contribute to the health of our 
Earth and ourselves and I have 
some knowledge to share to help 
people to be comfortable with 
starting this practice." 
▶  6 p.m. "Not just for farmers and 
gardeners, this can be for anybody who 
wants to share in this beautiful practice 
of healing, for any piece of the earth 
small or large.".  
▶  Free.  
▶  Broad Brook Community 
Center/Grange, 3940 Guilford Center 
Rd. Information: 802-451-0405; 
broadbrookcommunitycenter.org .  
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 Farmers' markets 
BRATTLEBORO   Brattleboro 
Farmers Market:   Come buy glori-
ous local produce, support area 
cra� speople, and try out a wide 
selection of international foods. 
▶  9 a.m. - 2 p.m. every Saturday (near 
Memorial Park). 
▶  Brattleboro Farmers Market, 570 
Western Ave., Rt. 9, near Memo-
rial Park. Information: 802-490-4371; 
brattleborofarmersmarket.com .  

 Kids and families 
BRATTLEBORO   Tri Town Collec-
tors Club & other local dealers 
hold Coin, Paper $$, Comic 
Book, Pokemon and Sport 
Cards/Postcard Show:   Many 
dealers and collectors from the 
area meet up with daylong series 
of hobby activities packed with 
collectibles from vintage to the 
modern eras. In addition to the 
usual o� erings of coins, cur-
rency, sports/post cards, Stamps, 
Pokémon and more, there will be 
a presentation of vintage baseball 
cards. Joe Fuller is the organizer. 
▶  9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
▶  No admission charge.  
▶  Holiday Inn Express, 100 Chickering 
Dr. Information: For more information, 
contact Joe Fuller: 802-379-2353 or 
email:  Pepsijoseph@yahoo.com . 
GREENFIELD   Guilford Recreaton 
Commission: Celebrate Spring 
& Wake Up the Earth:   Activities, 
parade (we encourage costumes 
- think Spring), bring your baskets 
for hunting dinosaur eggs (we're 
looking for donations of treats for 
the eggs - email for info on where 

to drop: ), we'll have fairy house 
building and other activities. Bring 
a picnic and linger with neighbors. 
We'll make noise and parade to 
the Playscape to close out the 
event.  
▶  11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Everyone is welcome. 
▶  10 Forward Venue, 10 Fiske Avenue. 
Information: More information, call Mary 
at 617-293-8002.  

 Community building 
GUILFORD   Co� ee with Co� ey 
- Sara Co� ey, State Represen-
tative Windham-1/ Vernon & 
Guilford:   Join me for my monthly 
Co� ee with Co� ey hour. Share 
updates, plans, your priorities and 
get answers to any questions you 
have about any issues we are de-
bating in Montpelier. This is a great 
way to connect with neighbors 
and discuss issues you care about. 
▶  10 - 11 a.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Broad Brook Community 
Center/Grange, 3940 Guilford Center 
Rd. Information: 802-451-0405; 
broadbrookcommunitycenter.org . 
BRATTLEBORO   Bioblitz at 
Brattleboro Watershed Forest: 
  Come out to help us learn more 
about the forest's biodiversity and 
determine how it is recovering (or 
not) from last winter's (2022-23) 
timber harvests. A BioBlitz is a 
crowdsourced community science 
e� ort to record as many species 
within a designated location/
time period as possible. Everyone 
works together � scientists, 
families, students, teachers, other 
community members � to get a 
snapshot of biodiversity.  
▶  10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Co-hosted by 
Brattleboro Conservation Commission 
and Bonnyvale Environmental Education 
Center. Bring yourself (and a friend!), 
water, smartphone with iNaturalist 
app installed. If you have binoculars 
or a macro lens for your phone, bring 
that too!.  
▶  Free.  
▶  Yankee Dog, 94 Vernon St. Informa-
tion: Meet at Yankee Dog / MamaSezz 
parking lot.  

 Tag sales, auctions, 
bazaars 
WEST DUMMERSTON   Multi-Family 
Tag Sale:   This is a benefit for the 
Center's playground fund. 
▶  8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
▶  Admission is free.  
▶  Dummerston Community Center, 166 
West St. Information: 802-254-2703.  

 Visual arts 
and shows 
     Discover the Stars: Edward 
Holland's "Celestial Sea" - Art 
Talk: Edward Holland and Mara 
Williams12 Zodiac-Inspired 
Masterpieces (Zoom/Facebook 
Live):   Brattleboro Museum and Art 
Center: Stargazing and Zodiac sys-
tems have played a role in human 
imagination for millennia, and 
artist Edward Holland continues 
that tradition with this exhibition. 
This exhibit is currently on view 
in person since 5/5. Holland joins 
curator Mara Williams for an online 
discussion of his work on 5/11/24. 
▶  5/11: 7 p.m. Online discussion. 
▶  Online discussion is free of charge.  
▶  Online. Information: Register 
brattleboromuseum.org/2024/02/28/
art-talk-edward-holland-and-mara-
williams/ .  

 Celebrations 
and festivals 
MONTAGUE   Música Franklin's 6th 
Annual Fun Fest:   Festival featur-
ing music, entertainment, cra� s 
for the whole family!  
▶  12:30-1:15 p.m.: The Afro-Semitic 
Experience; 1-4 p.m.: Balloon Ben; 1:15-2 
p.m.: Expandable Brass Band; 2-2:45 
p.m.: Música Franklin students; 2:45-3:15 
p.m.: Turners Falls Music Dept.; 3:15-4 
p.m.: RapOet w/ special guests the Bap 
Pack. Rain location: Greenfield Middle 
School.
▶ Supported by Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, New England Foundation for the 
Arts, Community Foundation of Western 
Massachusetts, River Culture, Franklin 
First Credit Union, Greenfield Savings 
Bank, Greenfield Cooperative Bank. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Unity Park, 56 First Street. 
Information: Full schedule and details: 
musicafranklin.org/fun-fest .  

 SUNDAY 
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 Music 
BRATTLEBORO   Brattleboro 
Women's Chorus: Mother's Day 
Concert:   Singing songs by com-
posers from the African diaspora, 
featuring Samirah Evans as soloist. 
▶  3 p.m. Arrive early to the Latchis to 
check in at the table with your name. 
▶  Tickets:$15-$30 sliding scale per 
person (you choose amount). At door you 
can use cash, check, or credit card.  
▶  Latchis Theatre, 50 Main St. Informa-
tion: 802-254-1109;  latchisarts.org .  

 Kids and families 
BELLOWS FALLS   Wild Goose 
Players: "Zoe and the Seed 
Garden" Book Launch and 
Mother's Day Tea Party:   This 
new book for children teaches and 
celebrates the magic of seed sav-
ing. It's illustrated by author Lorna 
McMaster with 16 needle felted 
wood panels (on exhibition at the 

Shelburne Museum for the 2024 
season), this 14-chapter book for 
children follows Zoe on her visits 
to Auntie's seed farm, where she 
embarks on her own journey of 
discovering how she can find hope 
for the future by learning the art of 
seed saving.  
▶  2-4 p.m. Author reading: 3 p.m. "Join 
us for herb teas/treats from the pages 
of Zoe's story. Meet the author and 
purchase signed first edition of 'Zoe and 
the Seed Garden.' Take home free seeds 
from Auntie's Seed Garden and learn 
more about our seed advocacy e� orts at 
www.heartfeltseed.com.".  
▶  Free.  
▶  Wildgoose Players, 7 Westmin-
ster Street. Information:  dstern@
wildgooseplayers.com .  

 MONDAY 
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 Well-being 
BELLOWS FALLS   Health Justice 
Jam with the Vermont Workers' 
Center:   Discussion about how we 
can work together for a system in 
which everyone is able to enjoy 
the human right to healthcare. Is 
your healthcare una� ordable? Do 
you have barriers to getting the 
care you need? Have you been cut 
o�  of Medicaid or are you at risk 
of losing it? Are you dealing with 
medical debt? Do you have ideas 

about health justice to share with 
others? Light refreshments will be 
served. 
▶  5:30 - 7:30 p.m. in Meeting Room. 
Participants are encouraged to share 
experiences with the healthcare system. 
Local health resources and free blood 
pressure screenings available. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Rockingham Free Public Library, 
65 Westminster St. Information: RSVP: 
workerscenter.org/2024springtour/  to 
let hosts know you're coming and to get 
updates.  
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 The written word 
BELLOWS FALLS   Silent Book Club 
arranged by Heather Willis-Dox-
seed and Rockingham Library: 
  Spend time reading a book of 
one's choosing silently and then 
have the option to mingle and 
chat about books. First Silent 
Book Club meeting will be held at 
Pizza Palace, 111 Rockingham St. 
in Bellows Falls, VT.  
▶  6:45 p.m. Subsequent Silent Book 
Club meetings will meet up on 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at a di� erent 
venue around town where readers can 
purchase a snack/beverage if desired. 
▶  Free and open to the public.  
▶  Rockingham Free Public Library, 65 
Westminster St. Information: If interest-
ed, share contact info with Rockingham 

Library: 802-463-4270,  programming@
rockinghamlibrary.org,  or stop by.  

 Well-being 
BRATTLEBORO   Brattleboro 
Walk-In Clinic:   Primary medical 
treatment for patients ages 18 to 
64 in our community who do not 
have health insurance or who can-
not a� ord their high deductibles 
or co-insurance. 
▶  5 - 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 
▶  Brattleboro Walk-In Clinic, 191 
Clark Ave. Information: 802-251-8484; 
brattleborowalkinclinic.com .  

 Community building 
PUTNEY   �Where Is Away?� with 
Windham Solid Waste Manage-
ment District Outreach Coor-
dinator:   Ever wonder where the 
trash truck takes your discarded 
materials? What happens to your 
various recyclables? Did you know 
food scraps that you dropped o�  
at the WSWMD transfer station 
get turned into a finished product 
on-site to be used locally? This is 
a great opportunity to bring your 
burning questions to the forefront 
and learn from WSWMD's Alex as 
well as from each other about the 
waste system. Every region has 
a di� erent system - get to know 
yours a little bit better! 
▶  6:30 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Putney Public Library, 55 Main St. In-
formation: 802-387-4407;  putneylibrary.
org/events .  

 WEST BRATTLEBORO—
T h e a t r e  A d v e n t u r e ’ s 
Wednesday Troupe presents 
Alice In Wonderland  Wednesday 
through Friday, May 15–17, 
with three performances at the 
West Village Meeting House, 
29 South St.

Organizers say the Theatre 
Adventure Wednesday Troupe 
“features a wonderfully diverse 
cast with great breadth of  self-
expression.” They will present 
an original adaptation of  Lewis 
Carroll’s tale that “inspires 
imaginative thinking, creative 
problem-solving, and a delight 

in the unexpected.”
C a r ro l l  w ro t e   A l i c e ’ s 

Adventures in Wonderland  in 
1865. More than 150 years later, 
Alice’s adventures with an as-
sortment of  zany characters still 
sparks imaginations and tickles 
literary senses.

Theatre Adventure, which 
is celebrating its 20th year, is a 
caring and creative community, 
o� ering year-round hybrid pro-
gramming to youth and adults 
with disabilities.

The West Village Meeting 
House is a wheelchair-accessi-
ble venue. ASL Interpretation 

is provided for all perfor-
mances. Tickets available at 
theatreadventure.org/tickets
or at the door on the day of  the 
performance. Your ticket will 
grant you access to a livestream 
link that can be watched online 
at the time of  the event or at 
your convenience.

The May 15 show is sold out, 
but tickets are still available for 
the in-person May 16 show at 
10:30 a.m., and for the in-per-
son and livestreamed show on 
May 17 at 10:30 a.m. All tick-
ets are sold on a sliding scale, 
beginning at $15. 
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Members of  the Theatre Adventure Wednesday Troupe will present an original 
adaptation of  Lewis Carroll’s “Alice in Wonderland” on May 15-17. 

 Theatre Adventure Wednesday Troupe 
presents ‘Alice In Wonderland’  

 BELLOWS FALLS—Heartfelt 
Seeds and Wild Goose Players will 
host a book signing and Mother’s 
Day tea party to celebrate Lorna 
McMaster’s Zoe and the Seed 
Garden on Sunday, May 12, from 
2 to 4 p.m. at Wild Goose Players, 
7 Westminster St.

Illustrated by the author with 
16 needle felted wool panels, this 
14-chapter book for children fol-
lows Zoe on her visits to Auntie’s 
seed farm, where she embarks on 
a journey of  learning to � nd hope 
for the future through the art of  
seed saving.

McMaster was “unexpectedly 
awoken to the global seed cri-
sis” while listening to a keynote 
address by India’s eco-activist, 
Vandana Shiva.

“Even though I had been a full-
time organic farmer for decades,” 
she says, “I was ignorant of  the 
fact that from 1970 to 1980, the 
corporate consolidation of  the 
global seed industry resulted in a 
93% extinction of  the varieties of  
open-pollinated food plants that 
still existed when I was a child.”

The original 24-by-36-inch 
panels comprise the exhibit 
“Stewarding a Seed Collection,” 
on display at Shelburne Museum 
for the 2024 season.

McMaster is a � ber artist and 
seed grower. She is a retired or-
ganic farmer, shepherd, and 
teacher. While she currently lives 
in Maritime Canada, for years 
she bred sheep, dyed � eeces, and 
needle felted in Spo� ord, New 
Hampshire, where she and her 

husband also raised organic veg-
etables and � owers for sale at the 
Keene and Bellows Falls farmers 
markets.

This book release and sign-
ing is a free, family-friendly tea 
party, featuring herb teas and 
treats from the pages of  Zoe’s 

story. Participants can meet the 
author, listen to McMaster read-
ing at 3 p.m., and take home free 
seeds from Auntie’s seed garden.

Learn more about McMaster’s 
s e e d  a d v o c a c y  w o r k  a t 
heartfeltseed.com . 

 Seed advocate will sign new children’s book  

 Lorna McMaster’s 
new title:  Zoe and 
the Seed Garden.  
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KINGDOM OF THE 
PLANET OF THE 
APES                  PG-13
FRIDAY           4:15 / 6:35 / 9:10
SATURDAY     2:15 / 6:35 / 9:10
SUNDAY                  2:15 & 6:35
MON.-THUR.           4:15 & 6:35

STAR WARS EP. 1 
– THE PHANTOM 
MENACE             PG        
FRIDAY                 4:15 & 7:00
SAT. & SUN.           1:45 & 7:00
MON.-THUR.          4:15 & 7:00

THE FALL GUY PG-13
FRIDAY           4:15 / 6:45 / 9:05
SATURDAY    2:00 / 6:45 / 9:05
SUNDAY                 2:00 & 6:45
MON.-THUR.           4:15 & 6:45

CHALLENGERS    R
FRIDAY           4:15 / 6:35 / 9:00
SATURDAY              6:35 / 9:00
SUNDAY                             6:35
MON.-THUR.           4:15 & 6:35

OFF THE BEATEN PATH SERIES
REMEMBERING GENE WILDER
SAT. & SUN. @ 4:15PM

latchis.com | 802.246.1500

RESPECT          PG-13  
3:50 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:30 & 9:10 PM – NIGHTLY

CANDYMAN          R

4 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:50 & 8:50 PM – NIGHTLY

FREE GUY       PG-13  
3:40 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:40 & 9 PM – NIGHTLY

GREEN KNIGHT R  
4 PM DAILY – SAT.
6:45 PM – NIGHTLY
(NO 6:45 THURSDAY, 9/2)

REMINISCENCE PG-13  
9:15 PM – NIGHTLY

Latchis Arts’ 
Spotlight Film Series

November’s theme: 
Black Voices
Featuring “Get Out”
Thursday, Nov. 5, at 7 pm
Suggested donation $10
Continues Thursdays 
in November
Sponsored by 
Hermit Thrush Brewery

Visit latchis.com

T H E A T R E
latchis.com          802.246.1500

Manager’s Pick of the Week 
ROCKETMAN          R

1:50 matinees Sat & Sun
6:50 & 9:00 nightly

DARK PHOENIX PG-13
1:45 matinees Sat & Sun 

6:40 & 9:00 nightly

THE SECRET LIFE OF 
PETS 2   PG

2:00 matinees Sat & Sun
6:45 nightly

FRIDAY 6/7 - 
THURSDAY 6/13

GODZILLA: KING OF 
THE MONSTERS    PG-13

1:40 matinees Sat & Sun
6:40 & 9:00 nightly

Bolshoi Ballet presents: 
CARMEN/
PETRUSCHKA        PG
Sunday, June 9th at 4:00 PM

AUG. 27 – SEPT. 2MAY 10 - 16

Mother’s Day BrunchMother’s Day BrunchMother’s Day BrunchMother’s Day BrunchMother’s Day BrunchMother’s Day Brunch
at Brattleboro Legion Post 5at Brattleboro Legion Post 5at Brattleboro Legion Post 5
May 12th from 10am-1pmMay 12th from 10am-1pmMay 12th from 10am-1pm
$15 – All you can eat buffet $15 – All you can eat buffet $15 – All you can eat buffet 

(including Jacque’s famous hash), (including Jacque’s famous hash), (including Jacque’s famous hash), 
Mimosas, and Bloody Marys! Mimosas, and Bloody Marys! Mimosas, and Bloody Marys! 

$8 for kids 12 and under.$8 for kids 12 and under.$8 for kids 12 and under.
Every mom will be entered to winEvery mom will be entered to winEvery mom will be entered to win

Mother’s Day Prizes!
Reservations encouraged! 802-558-8235Reservations encouraged! 802-558-8235Reservations encouraged! 802-558-8235

Reservations = 2 entries to win prizes!

www.members1cu.com 

10 Browne Court   

P.O. Box 8245 

N. Brattleboro, VT   05304 
Y Y Y Y               

Tel: (802) 257-5131 

Fax: (802) 257-5837 

members1cu.com

10 Browne Crt.
P.O. Box 8245

N. Brattleboro, VT 05304

Tel: (802) 257-5131
Fax: (802) 257-5837

SEPTIC TANK SERVICE CLEANING
Commercial & Residential Septic Pumping

HOUGHTON SANITARY
SERVICE INC.

Family Owned 
for 50 years

Call 802-254-9221
Guilford Ctr. Rd. Guilford, VT

Portable Toilet Rentals
also available

The largest, most well stocked fabric 
showroom + quilt shop in the region!

55 Ralston St, Keene, NH • (603) 352-8683
Open Mon. - Sat. 9:30am - 4pm • Closed Sunday

newenglandfabrics.com 

She was able to release the new 
EP “one month after I made it,” 
she says. “It’s interesting and ca-
thartic to do this in real time.”

 A musical life 
Glaspy, who is based in New 

York City, grew up in Red Blu� , 
California, with lots of  diverse 
music in her life from an early age.

She didn’t have formal guitar 
lessons but picked it up quickly. 
She began writing songs at age 15.

“I’ve always been surrounded 
by talented musicians. My 
brother was an incredible guitar 
player. I was getting that in� uence 
at home. My family was very mu-
sical: my dad played guitar, and 
my mom played, too,” she says.

“My early music influences 
were jazz from my Dad and lots 
of  singer-songwriters from my 
mom, like Joni Mitchell, Bob 
Dylan, James Taylor, and Cat 
Stevens,” Glaspy says.

“My brother and sister were 
into rock ‘n’ roll, pop music, and 
R&B; all of  that trickled down 
to me,” she says. “It was a lot of  
di� erent in� uences all at once.”

Glaspy studied music at 
Berklee College of  Music in 
Boston for a year, which “intro-
duced me to the world of  my 
contemporaries making music.”

“I loved the community. I met 
Julian [Lage], who is my husband 
now, when I was at Berklee. The 
level of  musicianship was impres-
sive,” she says.

“I came from a very small 
town in California, so it felt like 
landing on Mars — coming to 
Boston with so many musicians 
and so many people,” she adds 
with a laugh.

As Glaspy got older, she 
adored Dylan, Ray Charles, Joni 
Mitchell, and Elliot Smith, and 
she’s a big fan of  Björk.

She primarily played � ddle for 
years and then switched to guitar.

“It was very common that if  
you played one string instru-
ment, you played all of  them. I 
was playing fiddle, cello, man-
dolin, and guitar. It was kind of  a 
comfort to play the guitar because 
there were frets,” Glaspy says.

“I jumped into that very hap-
pily and have been in that zone 
ever since,” she adds.

After she started playing elec-
tric guitar, “I played in the little 
clubs all over New York City for 
11 years, and then I signed on 
with ATO Records,” she says.

The new EP marks the fifth 
album she’s released on the label 
since 2016.

 Characters in 
other worlds 

“I often write songs on only 
acoustic guitar,” says Glaspy. “I 
cover them on my electric guitar.”

She says that playing acoustic 
guitar for an audience “feels a 
little vulnerable.”

“I like the tightrope walk of  
playing solo,” she says. “It’s a fun 
challenge for me, and I’m excited 
to do it.”

She has been fascinated with 
writing songs in di� erent envi-
ronments, like the countryside 
in California or a lonesome city 
at night.

“The songs came out of  those 
environments,” she says. “Some 
are autobiographical and some 
are not.”

She credits the work of  Tom 
Waits and Bob Dylan for inspir-
ing her to create characters who 
invite you into other worlds.

Of  her song “Would You Be 
My Man?” she says, “It’s the 
most character-driven one on the 
EP that was written from the per-
spective of  a heroine character.”

She describes that protagonist 
as “a little bit complex.”

“I feel very connected to it,” 
Glaspy says. “It’s a special one. I 

enjoyed writing that song.”

 Running the 
distance 

In addition to her music, “I’m 
a hobbyist distance runner and do 
ultra-marathons, which are about 
30 miles,” Glaspy says.

“I love the scene. It’s been a 
really nice thing to be engaged in 
and something that I can throw 
myself  into. I usually keep it to 5 
miles on tour,” she adds.

“My mom was a runner; she 
ran a lot when I was growing up, 
and my sister was always an ath-
lete so I grew up around women 
running,” Glaspy says. I always 
felt like it was something I would 
just do.”

Rolling Stone  has called her 
“one of  the most relatable song-
writers now.”

How does that feel to Glaspy?
“Oh, gosh, it feels great,” she 

says. “I will try and live up to it!”

 “Margaret Glaspy: Unplugged” 
will take place at the Stone 
Church, 210 Main St., Brattleboro 
on Friday, May 10. Doors open 
at 7 p.m., and the show begins 
at 8 p.m. For more informa-
tion and tickets ($35–$40), visit 
stonechurchvt.com . 

Ryan Lerman, singer, song-
writer, and bassist, best known 
as the founder of  Scary Pockets, 
will open the show.

For more information on 
Glaspy, visit margaretglaspy.
com. ( margaretglaspy.com ) 

 Ideas and education 
PUTNEY   Thomas C. Hubka: 
"Big House, Little House, 
Back House, Barn: The Con-
nected Farm Buildings of New 
England" (In-Person/Online): 
  Thomas Hubka is a noted 
vernacular architecture historian 
who will talk about his seminal 
book. 
▶  7 p.m. Event is o� ered by The 
Landmark Trust, hosted by Next Stage 
Arts, supported in part by Vermont 
Humanities. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Next Stage Arts Project, 15 Kimball 
Hill. Information: No registration 
required to attend in person at Next 
Stage. Livestream:  landmarktrustusa.
org/events. .  
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 Community building 
PUTNEY   Putney Friends Peace 
& Justice Committee hosts 
Community Gathering to 
watch Livestreams of Israeli-
Palestinian joint Ceremonies: 
  Presented by Combatants for 
Peace, a grassroots movement of 
Israelis and Palestinians working 
together to end the occupation 
and bring peace, equality and 
freedom to their homeland.  
▶  1:30 p.m. (Also see 5/15). For a link 
to view live streams on your own, go 
to Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Day 
Ceremony (www.afcfp.org/2024-joint-
memorial-day-ceremony) or Nakba 
Remembrance Ceremony (www.afcfp.
org/2024-joint-nakba-remembrance-
ceremony) and click on "Register to 
Attend Online".  
▶  Free.  
▶  Putney Friends Meeting House, 17 
Bellows Falls Rd. Information: For more 
information about the local gatherings, 
contact  clerk@putneyfriendsmeeting.
org . 
BRATTLEBORO   "Are Bans of 
Encampments of Unhoused 
People Unconstitutional?"- A 
Town Hall Exploration with Meg 
Mott:   This first "America 250" 
Town Hall encourages divergent 
points of view on homeless 
encampments. Sponsored by 

Windham World A� airs Council, 
Vermont Humanities, and Com-
passionate Brattleboro as part of 
the 250th Commemoration of the 
United States. 
▶  6:30 - 8 p.m. "America 250"
▶ (Note: Friends of the Library Annual 
Meeting precedes Meg Mott's discussion 
and is open to the public: 4:30 p.m.-6 
p.m.).  
▶  Free.  
▶  Brooks Memorial Library, 224 
Main St. Information: 802-254-5290; 
brookslibraryvt.org . 
DUMMERSTON   Crêpe Night at 
Scott Farm - Co-hosted today 
by Brattleboro Area A� ord-
able Housing:   Crêpe Nights are 
seasonal monthly gatherings, 2nd 
Wednesday through September. 
These are times to celebrate the 
harvest, good simple food, and 
community in a stunning setting 
- picnic style. Outdoor and indoor 
tables and chairs provided as well 
as a sprawling grassy hillside ripe 
for picnic blankets, folding lawn 
chairs, bare feet. Enjoy savory 
supper crêpe (galette), sweet 
dessert crêpe, side salad. Drinks 
available for purchase at the bar. 
▶  5:30-7:30 p.m. Each month is 
co-hosted by a di� erent local non-profit 
benefiting from evening's proceeds. 
Local music adds to the ambiance - 
good food, good company, good vibes. 
Upcoming Crepe Nights: 6/12: Theatre 
Adventure; 7/10: VT Insight Meditation 
Center; 8/14: Brattleboro Concert Choir; 
9/11: Brattleboro Women's Chorus. 
▶  Tickets: $20 adults, $10 children.  
▶  Scott Farm, 707 Kipling Rd. Informa-
tion: 802-254-6868;  scottfarmvermont.
com .  

 Ideas and education 
Indivisible announces "Power-
ing Progress: Persuasion to 
Power - Using Words that 
Win" (Zoom):   Indivisible: "Anat 
Shenker-Osorio is a great source 
of education on messaging in the 
ecosystem. She will give expert 
guidance on 'mobisuasion' - the 
art of mobilization and persua-
sion. Learn how to navigate 
messaging around hot-button 
topics and specific issues from 
one of the best in the biz. And 
bonus: We'll also be joined for 
some remarks by our very own 
Leah Greenberg." 
▶  8 p.m. (Eastern Standard Time).  
▶  Free.  
▶  Zoom. Information: Register: 
tinyurl.com/847pehks .  
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Currently living in Geneva, 
New York, Lama Tenzin has been 
a visiting professor for Tibetan 
Buddhism at Hobart and William 
Smith Colleges, where he has 
been teaching Buddhist studies 
and the art of  sand mandalas for 
over 40 years.

“The mandala is a re� ection or 
expression of  our inner self  — 
our inner positive qualities,” he 
explains in a RGS press release. 
“It presents us with opportuni-
ties to cherish those qualities and 
a means to rid ourselves of  nega-
tive qualities, so [that] we may be 
happy and peaceful.”

Lama Tenzin says that the mes-
sage of  the Mandala “includes all 
the important elements that can 
make us a happy and caring per-
son. The construction is consid-
ered as a blessing for the area and 
for the people who live where it is 
constructed.”

This sacred art form, he says, 
“symbolizes love, compassion, 
generosity, wisdom, and appre-
ciation, and serves as a profound 
testament to the beauty and in-
terconnectedness of  all beings.”

Carmody explains that “creat-
ing the mandala is a meditation 
based in gratitude for humanity 
and the Earth.”

“The messages of  love, com-
passion, generosity, appreciation 
and wisdom which the symbols 
in the mandala represent, fos-
ter a very special atmosphere,” 
she says.

“The intrinsic nature of  the 
mandala is about how to bring 
joy and peace into one’s life,” 
Carmody adds. “This kind of  
atmosphere fosters friendships, 
personal connections, and com-
munity bonds.”

Asked why it’s important to 
o� er witness to this creative pro-
cess here in Brattleboro and now, 
Carmody explains that this event 
is part of  a “� ve-year initiative 

to support mental health, well-
ness, and social cohesion in 
Brattleboro.”

Thus, Lama Tenzin Yignyen 
will make a sand mandala here 
each year through 2028.

 A message of joy, 
equanimity 

Bringing Lama Tenzin to 
Brattleboro, Carmody contin-
ues, “is manifesting our belief  in 
a world where creativity and its 
expression are important parts of  
life, and where society values the 
arts and the diversity of  cultures 
and experiences they represent.”

Every year, RGS “will do fo-
cused outreach to distinct com-
munities in the area. This year 
our focus is on bringing children 
to meet Lama Tenzin and see the 
mandala,” she says.

“As Lama Tenzin shares the 
ancient art of  sand mandalas with 
Vermonters, his message of  how 
to bring joy and equanimity into 
our own hearts will help people 
navigate our increasingly complex 
world,” Carmody says.

She says the bene� ts of  Lama 
Tenzin returning to the same 
community each year “are 
numerous.”

“It provides an opportunity for 
visitors to connect with one an-
other and with Lama Tenzin to 
build meaningful relationships 
and memories over time, which 
nurtures community,” she says.

More than 400 area school chil-
dren will have visited the Mandala 
and met Lama Tenzin through 
the course of  the week, through 
the nonprofit’s Art in Schools 
residency program, which con-
nects RGS teaching artists with 
Oak Grove School in Brattleboro, 
Guilford Central School, and 
Newbrook Elementary in 
Newfane.

“We are providing funding to 
bus students from these three 

■ Glaspy FROM SECTION FRONT

■ Mandala FROM SECTION FRONT
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Tibetan monk Lama Tenzin Yignyen will complete a sand 
mandala this week at 118 Elliot in Brattleboro. 

local schools to see the sand man-
dala and meet Lama Tenzin,” 
Carmody says.

Students at all of  these schools 
also received a lesson and had the 
opportunity to make their own 
small sand mandala, she noted.

“Additionally, students from 
Green Street School and Inspire 
School, and the Ethiopian 
Community Development Center 
(ECDC) have signed up to bring 
groups of  students to this event,” 
Carmody says.

 Destroying 
the mandala 
recognizes 
impermanence 

On Friday at 10:30 a.m., the 
public is welcome to partake 
in the destruction of  the man-
dala that’s been in creation since 
Monday and thus partake in rec-
ognition of  impermanence, of  the 
ephemeral nature of  existence.

The closing ceremony will in-
corporate a walk from 118 Elliot 
through town to Whetstone 
pathway, where Lama Tenzin, 
Carmody explains, “will return 
the sand to the Earth by o� ering 
it to the brook.” 



916 West River Rd, 
Brattleboro, VT
802-254-2232

wchs4pets.org

Hi, I’m Nalaa. I am a sweet girl who would 
do best in a quiet home. One without 
small kids or big dogs. I am not a fan of 
being picked up. I came to WCHS with 
my daughter Roz, after our owner could 
no longer care for us. If you would like to 
adopt us together that would be great, if 
not we are able to go separately. We don’t 
seem to get along well with other cats. 

WILL YOU ADOPT ME?

A recording oasis in the foothills of Southern Vermont

www.guilfordsound.com       802-254-4511       info@guilfordsound.com

Ad graciously sponsored by: 

GUILFORD SOUND
guilfordsound.com

802-254-4511
info@guilfordsound.com

Dine In
Live Music
Online Ordering for
Take Out / Delivery.

Free delivery 
in downtown area!

latchispub.com

EVENT
Promote your

in

Have your event be seen 
by 20,000+ readers!

$45
$70 Ad in the arts & 

calendar section of 
the paper, on the arts 
page of our website, 
and in our event 
newsletter.

Ad in the arts & 
calendar section 
of the paper.

- OR - 

Contact one of our ad reps: 
1-888-511-5150 (x2)

lori@commonsnews.org (or)
nancy@coxmmonsnews.org

($70 value)

($130 value)

 ‘The Last Laugh’ 
to screen with live 
music on May 10  

 BRATTLEBORO—For the � nale of  its 
25th anniversary year, Sarasa Ensemble pres-
ents “Birds of  a Feather,” with works by 
Rosenmüller, Reincken, Westho� , Schmelzer, 
Scheidt, and J. S. Bach’s Harpsichord 
Concerto in E major.

The concert is set for Friday, May 10, at 7 
p.m., at the Brattleboro Music Center.

The Sarasa Ensemble is a collective group 
of  international instrumentalists and vocal-
ists who perform classical music spanning the 
17th to the 21st centuries on both period and 
modern instruments for diverse communities. 
Through the ensemble’s outreach program in 
adolescent detention facilities, it is dedicated 
to bridging cultural, aesthetic, and economic 

barriers and providing incarcerated teenagers 
with opportunities for growth, self-expres-
sion, and enrichment through music.

Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the 
door, available at  bmcvt.org  or 802-257-4523. 
For more information, call the BMC or email 
info@bmcvt.org . 

 Sarasa Ensemble ends 25th year with ‘Birds of a Feather’  

 PUTNEY—Next Stage Arts Project and Twilight Music pres-
ent singer-songwriter Carsie Blanton and her Handsome Band, plus 
fellow singer-songwriter Milton at Next Stage, 15 Kimball Hill, on 
Thursday, May 9, at 7 p.m.

Blanton has been described as a songwriter with “hooks, chutz-
pah, and revolutionary optimism,” say organizers in a news release. 
Inspired by artist-activists including Nina Simone and Woody Guthrie, 
her catalog includes American popular song from folk and swing to 
pop-punk protest anthems.

Her “unique mix of  hook-driven pop sensibility, political satire, 
and heartfelt authenticity has brought her a small menagerie of  vi-
ral hits,” including “Rich People,” “Shit List,” and 2020’s tribute to 
John Prine, “Fishin’ with You.” Her latest album,  After the Revolution , 
produced by Grammy-winner Tyler Chester, was released in March.

Blanton’s live shows, solo or with her Handsome Band, explore 
the political as well as the burlesque.

Milton is known for his “lyric craft, distinctive voice, and soulful 
songs steeped in classic rhythm & blues, pop, jazz, folk and country 
music,” say organizers.

Tickets are $25 in advance, $30 at the door, and $10 for access to 
the livestream. Advance tickets are available at  nextstagearts.org . Next 
Stage will provide a beer, wine, and cocktail cash bar. For informa-
tion, call 802-387-0102. 

And, he adds, “we keep it 
fresh.”

“Every week is a di� erent style 
from a di� erent country, a di� er-
ent culture,” Marks says.

Because the outdoor setting 
can accommodate more attend-
ees, Next Stage can book art-
ists that it otherwise wouldn’t be 
able to a� ord in its indoor per-
formance space on Kimball Hill.

“We are really curating with 
a strong eye toward ethnic and 
cultural diversity,” Marks says. 
“We’re bringing in top-quality 
talent.”

 A diverse 
musical lineup 

T h e  B a n dwa go n  o p e n s 
Saturday, May 18, and runs 
through Thursday, Oct. 10, “fea-
turing artists from around the 
world,” a Next Stage press release 
notes. “It’s like staging a festival 
every weekend with an empha-
sis on Vermont-made brands” 
that sponsor diversity in their 
programming.

Band selection is the purview 
of  Marks with Barry Stockwell, 

production director at Next 
Stage.

“It’s a team e� ort between me 
and Barry [...]. I have a healthy 
network of  musicians and pre-
senters that I am in communica-
tion with. Di� erent artists come 
in di� erent ways.”

The following descriptions 
of  this year’s lineup come from 
Next Stage publicity materials, 
peppered with Marks’ remarks.

•   S a t u r d a y, M a y  1 8 :
Mehrnam Rastegari on a Persian 
stringed instrument joins forces 
with Habbina Habbina. “Greek 
wedding band surf  party music,” 
says Marks.

•  Saturday, May 25:  Yasser 
Tejeda, Dominican jazz guitarist 
and composer, o� ers danceable 
Caribbean music.

•  Saturday, June 1:  Midwood, 
contemporary klezmer/rock cel-
ebration of  freedom and the 
Jewish tradition of  wandering 
and migration.

•  Saturday, June 8:  Bristol 
Lightning. An Odyssey of  
American Music. Bluegrass band 
fronted by popular and widely 
heard Grammy-winning cellist 
Dave Eggar, who has performed 
at Next Stage.

•  Saturday, June 15:  Combo 
Daguerre, noted psychedelic 
French ensemble gypsy music.

•  Saturday, July 6:  Bondeko 
plays a mix of  Roma melodies, 
Cumbia rhythms, Malinke sing-
alongs, and Balkan tempos, pep-
pered with waltzes. This band is, 
Marks says, “immigrants from 
five different countries” — all 
working construction.

•  Saturday, July 13:  Villalobos 
Brothers, one of  the foremost 
contemporary Mexican ensem-
bles in the world, with a unique 
fusion of  Mexican folk, jazz, 
and classical music performed 
by three brothers, all virtuosic 
violinists.

•  Saturday, July 20:  Pahua, 
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Carsie Blanton 

 Next Stage presents 
Carsie Blanton plus 
Milton on May 9  

the rising star of  Mexican elec-
tronic folk, whose band plays 
electronic Latin fusion and dance 
music.

•  Saturday, July 27:  Bombay 
Rickey, a five-piece band, of-
fers a unique sound evocative of  
1960s movie soundscapes. The 
group plays both covers and orig-
inal music that borrow equally 
from the worlds of  surf  rock, 
cumbia, spaghetti western, and 
Bollywood, balanced with op-
eratic vocals. Co-presented with 
New England Center for Circus 
Arts, “this is like a grab-bag mix 
party — every song is di� erent,” 
Marks says.

•  Saturday, Aug. 3:  Glen 
David Andrews Band returns 
with a combination of  funk, 
R&B, jazz, gospel, and zydeco; 
“a joyful, communal noise that 
prompts even the most casual 
listeners to lose their inhibitions, 
whoop, holler, and shake their 
booty.” This New Orleans street 
beat music is co-presented with 
the Vermont Jazz Center.

•  Friday, Aug. 9:  Slavic Soul 
Party! With Balkan brass, funk 
grooves, Roma accordion, and 
jazz, this 10-piece Balkan brass 
band has played the Bandwagon 
before — “the largest show we’ve 
had,” says Marks.

•  Saturday, Aug. 17:  Myra 
Flynn is a Vermont-based 
Vermont Public broadcast jour-
nalist with a side career in origi-
nal indie soul and funk.

•  Saturday, Aug. 24:  Soles 
of  Duende. Three women from 
three distinct cultural back-
grounds dance the rhythms of  
tap, � amenco, and Kathak dance 
to the music of  an instrumen-
tal trio.

•  Saturday, Aug. 31:  Frank 
London’s Klezmer Brass Allstars 
offer high-energy Eastern 
European party music led by 
London, one of  the world’s lead-
ing klezmer trumpeters.

•  Saturday, Sept. 7:  Rev. 
Vince Anderson and His Love 
Choir, a self-described “dirty gos-
pel” musician.

•  Sunday, Sept. 15:  La Sonora 
Mazurén, a septet that, as de-
scribed on the group’s Bandcamp 
page, “combines the � avours of  
popular Latin American music 
with the tropical sounds of  raw 
Bogotá, creating a ceremony in 
which dance and festivity take 
control of  the audience, trans-
porting it to the golden years of  
tropicalia.”

•  Saturday, Sept. 21:  Cyro 
Baptista, a Brazilian-born per-
cussionist in jazz and world mu-
sic, has played with Paul Simon, 
Sting, and Phish. This is his 
group’s � rst U.S. tour.

•  Sunday, Sept. 29:  Yemen 
Blues Ravid Kahalani is part 
Prince, part James Brown, and 
his music reaches into Moroccan 
gnawa, Nigerian afrobeat, ecstatic 
jazz, and global soul. Kahalani of-
fers “traditional Yemenite music 
in a new spin,” says Marks.

•  Sunday, Oct. 6:  Jacob Jolli�  
Band is Americana and bluegrass. 
This contemporary mandolinist 
and his band are co-presented 
with Twilight Music.

•  Thursday, Oct. 10:  OneBeat, 
a global music exchange will pres-
ent a showcase of  global music. 
“OneBeat is a nonpro� t,” Marks 

explains, “funded by the State 
Department, bringing 20 musi-
cians together from around the 
world.”

 Trusting the 
curators 

“The most important thing I 
have,” Marks says, “is the com-
munity’s trust in [our] curation.” 
He notes that they seem to “hit 
the mark more than we miss it, 
and that has created trust.”

B a n d w a g o n  a u d i e n c e s 
come from throughout the re-
gion, primarily from Putney, 
Dummerston, and Westminster 
West at the core and then from 
ever-widening circles beyond to 
Keene, Green� eld, Bellows Falls, 
and Wilmington, says Marks.

This year’s focus is on local 
audience development and local 
business support. Thus, a limited 
advertising budget will be spent 
concentrated in local press.

“We want to be sure our dol-
lars are being spent locally; it’s 
the right time for doing that: We 
need to count on the local audi-
ences,” to support local busi-
nesses, to spend as locally as 
possible, he says.

“The cost for everything 
has gone up,” he said. “Our 
tickets are $20; if  you go to 
Northampton, tickets are $35 to 
$45. We are so mindful of  keep-
ing this accessible, though. We 
want to be an organization for the 
whole community, so we need to 
do the dance,” juggling costs of  
insurance, maintenance, repairs, 
programming, and public rela-
tions, all with a sta�  of  four.

“We try to pull on every lever 
possible,” Marks explains.

Marks, 44, moved with his wife 
and two children nearly � ve years 
ago from Florida, where he was a 
journalist, to take the position at 
Next Stage, which had launched 
a nationwide search.

He’d lived and worked in 
Europe, Asia, and the Middle 
East; he holds a master’s de-
gree in teaching and just � nished 
a second master’s in nonprofit 
leadership.

A musician and a trained mas-
sage therapist as well, he’s studied 
improvisational theater perfor-
mance; he’s had a record label and 
a booking company, and he’s been 
a tour manager over his 30-year 
involvement in the arts.

His background as an eclectic 
generalist serves Marks well as he 
further hones his business savvy 
to navigate the arts production 
and marketing scene in southern 
Vermont, and to collaborate with 
others therein.

“I think of  administration as 
my art,” he says. 

 Tickets for the Bandwagon 
’24 series can be purchased at 
nextstagearts.org/bandwagon-24 . 
Series passes — yielding savings of 
37–47% — are available there, too. 
Locations of each concert are listed 
on the website: note that in case of 
rain, the backup venue is the Next 
Stage space at 15 Kimball Hill 
in Putney. 

T here’s nothing better 
than live music. It’s 

raw energy, and raw en-
ergy feeds the soul. 

—DHANI JONES

 BRATTLEBORO— The 
Last Laugh , a 1924 German 
silent film drama about a 
hotel doorman demoted to 
washroom attendant, will be 
screened with live music on 
Friday, May 10, at 8 p.m., at 
Epsilon Spires, 190 Main St.

The screening will feature 
live accompaniment on the 
venue’s Estey pipe organ by 
Je�  Rapsis, a New Hampshire-
based silent � lm musician.

The story of   The Last Laugh , 
regarded as one of  German di-
rector F. W. Murnau’s best 
pictures, is told entirely in vi-
sual terms, without the use of  
title cards. The � lm, a charac-
ter study that chronicles the 
mental breakdown of  an aging 
man who loses his position of  
authority, is also noted for its 
revolutionary use of  camera 
movement.

Playing the lead role is Swiss/
German actor Emil Jannings, 
widely recognized as one of  
the most versatile actors of  
early cinema. Jannings would 
later move to Hollywood, 
where he earned the � rst-ever 
Best Actor Oscar at the inau-
gural Academy Awards for his 
towering performances in  The 
Last Command  (1928) and  The 
Patriot  (1928).

Critics and � lm writers re-
gard  The Last Laugh  as a land-
mark of  early cinema.

“ The Last Laugh  is a master-
piece of  psychological study, 
perhaps the best-ever por-
trayal of  what goes through 
one man’s mind under vary-
ing situations [...] It is abso-
lutely mind-boggling to see 
Emil Jannings age at least 10 

or 15 years right in front of  our 
eyes in the course of  a couple 
of  minutes,” wrote author 
Robert K. Klepper in  Silent 
Films  (2005).

Critic David Kehr of  the 
Chicago Reader  described  The 
Last Laugh  as “the 1924 � lm 
in which F. W. Murnau freed 
his camera from its stationary 
tripod and took it on a � ight 
of  imagination and expression 
that changed the way movies 
were made.”

The � lm’s director of  cine-
matography, Karl Freund, set 
new standards, setting up the 
camera to move through corri-
dors and “see” action through 
a character’s-eye view.

Freund’s long career later 
included work in television in 
the 1950s in Hollywood, when 
he developed the “three cam-
era” system for  I Love Lucy , 
which became the standard 
format for shooting situation 
comedies.

The Last Laugh  will be 
accompanied by live music 
by Rapsis, who performs at 
venues across the region and 
beyond.

“Films such as  The Last 
Laugh  were created to be 
shown on the big screen and 
in a theater as a communal ex-
perience,” Rapsis said. “With 
an audience and live music, 
they still come to life in the 
way their makers intended 
them to.”

Admission is $20 per per-
son. Tickets may be purchased 
in advance at  epsilonspires.org
or at the door. For more info on 
the music, visit  je� rapsis.com . 
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(Of course you do! You’re from Windham County!)

Got something on your mind? Send contribu-
tions to our Letters from Readers section (500 
words or fewer strongly recommended) to 
voices@commonsnews.org; the deadline is 
Friday to be considered for next week’s paper. 
When space is an issue, we give priority to words 

that have not yet appeared elsewhere.

■ Bandwagon Series FROM SECTION FRONT



We are excited to announce our new office at
18 Harmony Place, Brattleboro VT

Come visit us or make an appointment 
to discuss all your real estate needs.

Same phone number and same great real estate professionals
802-257-7979

      

      255 WESTERN AVENUE 
      BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301 
     WWW.BELLVILLEREALTY.COM 
     802-257-7979 
 

        
 

 

 This cozy oasis, nestled behind a row of 
ornamental trees is move in ready! This 
comfortable three bedroom cape has a 
cheerful, spacious kitchen with butcher 
block counter tops and wood floors 
throughout. There is a deck, a level back 
yard, a one car garage and a paved 
driveway. Bring your furniture and your 
recipes, snuggle in and make this house 
your home. This pleasant neighborhood 
is an easy walk to downtown, the 
hospital and Oak Grove and Brattleboro 
High Schools. 

$176,500 : CALL SUSAN BELLVILLE 802-
257-7979 X2 

V I E W P O I N T

St e p p ing  up  and  pu l l i ng  t oge th e r

 Brattleboro

   IT CHOKED ME UP  to hear that 
the Congressional Gold Medal 
has been awarded collectively 
to all Rosie the Riveters. They 

emerged at a time when we as a 
country needed to pull together, set 
aside our di� erences and prejudices 
for the common good.

 These days, unanimous support 
for anything in our divided society is 
a minor miracle, yet our deeply dys-
functional Congress has agreed to 
honor these extraordinary women 
who stepped up when their country 
needed them.

Our country needs us again. This 
time the attack has taken a di� erent 
form, but it is at least as serious as 
the attack on Pearl Harbor or 9/11.

It is a slow, steady attack on indi-
viduals, on institutions public and 
private, and on democracy itself.

It’s perpetrated through the inter-
net by enemies foreign and domestic, 
using scams, cyberattacks, and social 
media. A sign of  its e� ectiveness is 
the degree to which it has been wel-
comed by many who consider them-
selves “freedom-loving patriots.”

 I  AM NOT TRYING  to say that things 
were great in the 1940s and 1950s 
— just that the trend was quite posi-
tive then. 

We are still being led by imper-
fect leaders. Our founding fathers 
were slave-holding Christians who 

Wise representatives from the entire 

range of the political spectrum are 

sounding the alarm. Once again, 

we must pull together as though we 

were under attack, because we are.

FRIC SPRUYT  is a property 
owner and property manager in 
Brattleboro and a member of the 
town’s energy committee. 

KARL MEYER  has been a stakeholder, intervenor, 
and Fish and Aquatics Studies team member in the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission relicensing proceeding for 
the Northfi eld Mountain Pumped Storage Project since 
2012. Meyer is a member of the Society of Environmental 
Journalists. 

 The Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection is accepting written comments on FirstLight’s ap-
plication for a new FERC license to run Northfi eld Mountain 
for another 50 years, until 5 p.m. on June 3. The agency en-
courages submissions by email to dep.hydro@mass.gov ( dep.
hydro@mass.gov?subject=Northfield Mountain Pumped 
Storage Project ). (You must include “FirstLight 401 WQC” 
in the subject line.)  

Crushing your right 
to a living river
FirstLight Power has the support of 
Massachusetts state agencies in its bid for 
a new 50-year federal license to run 
Northfi eld Mountain — a facility 
that consumes more energy 
than it produces and 
destroys millions 
of fi sh before 
they can get 
to Vermont 
and New 
Hampshire

 Greenfi eld, Mass.

   DEAR  V ERMONT AND
N EW  H AMPSHIRE: 
 Thank you for not 
suing us here in the 

Commonwealth.
 In 1798 — 226 years ago — 

we deprived you of  migratory 
� sh and a thriving Connecticut 
River when we built the � rst 
dam at Turners Falls to en-
tirely block New England’s 
Great River.

Instantly, your sustaining 
bounties of  spring shad dis-
appeared, along with smaller 
runs of  herring, sea lamprey, 
eel, and salmon. And that’s 
been the unending norm at 
� shing and village sites like 
Vernon, Brattleboro, Hinsdale, 
Chester� eld, Putney, Bellows 
Falls, and Walpole.

The dams, diversions, failed 
� sh ladders, and the river-
crippling pumped storage 
station licensed here in the en-
suing centuries have continued 
massively robbing the river 
of  life in the 20-mile corridor 
shared by Windham, Cheshire, 

and Franklin counties to this 
day. We’ve failed to share the 
Connecticut’s common wealth.

Back in 1872, a landmark 
U.S. Supreme Court � nding 
in  Holyoke Company v. Lyman
ruled dam owners must pro-
vide up- and downstream � sh 
passage as a public trust. Yet 
you got no � sh.

Worse, in 1968, 
Massachusetts granted 
Western Mass Electric Co. 
rights to build a giant river-
vacuuming contraption: the 
North� eld Mountain Pumped 
Storage Station (NMPS).

It came on line in 1973 in 
the face of  the Clean Water 
Act, and it has been regularly 

choking the Connecticut to a 
dead stop and erasing thou-
sands of  years of  its natural 
history by reversing and inhal-
ing miles of  its ancient � ow.

All this, while killing, by the 
millions, the � sh and aquatic 
creatures it sucks in.

 FirstLight reports 
that 14.9 million 
eggs and larvae 
of  American shad 
— a vulnerable 
migratory species 
— were “entrained” 
(swallowed) by 
North� eld Mountain’s 
processes in 2016. 
That results in 
1.07 million fewer 
juvenile shad in the 
river, by one federal 
agency’s measure. 

  RAVER DUANE/U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE  

 V I E W P O I N T 

 Using our 
collective wisdom 
to take on the 
housing market 
 At Winston Prouty, we view 
our property as a community 
asset. We need the community 
to help us with our plan to build 
urgently needed housing.  

 Brattleboro

   THE RECENT  “Voices 
Live: A Conversation 
on Homelessness” at 
the Brooks Memorial 

Library in Brattleboro could 
have taken place in any town in 
Vermont, and many of  the same 
issues would have been raised.

 There is not enough housing, 
and people are struggling with 
poverty, mental health issues, 
food insecurity, and substance 
abuse that can be derailing.

Who is responsible for ad-
dressing these challenges?

The answer is “us” — we are 
all responsible for doing what-
ever we can, big or small, to 
contribute to a thriving com-
munity. No one is going to come 
save us.

That is not to say that we 
don’t need help — assistance 
might come from the govern-
ment (town, state, federal), 
philanthropy, businesses, and 
nonpro� ts. However, it is up 
to us to harness our collective 
wisdom and resources, identify 
possible solutions, and proac-
tively seek support to imple-
ment them.

 T HE HOUSING CRISIS  is a great 
example of  a challenge that re-
quires our collective action to 
solve. Brattleboro needed 500 
units of  housing to meet de-
mand three years ago, and we 
get further behind as each year 
passes. 

We need all the solutions 
and all the types of  housing: 
accessory dwelling units, re-
habilitated apartments, in� ll 
development, and multi-fam-
ily new construction by pub-
lic, nonpro� t, and private 
developers.

Our housing ecosystem is 
failing, and building a healthy 
housing continuum is essential 
to changing course away from 
economic decline. If  we don’t, 
it is entirely possible that some-
one else will come in and “save 
us” in a way that leaves us little 
voice and control over build-
ing the kind of  community we 
want.

Housing is the keystone we 
need to get in place so that we 
can tackle all the other issues.

Sociologist Matthew 
Desmond, in his book  Evicted,

CHLOE LEAREY,  a 
speaker on the panel at the 
Voices Live forum, is the ex-
ecutive director of Winston 
Prouty Center for Child 
and Family Development 
in Brattleboro. She serves 
as the steering commit-
tee chair of the Vermont 
Early Childhood Advocacy 
Alliance, as well as on 
the boards of the Vermont 
Community Loan Fund 
and Brattleboro Memorial 
Hospital. 
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■ SEE STEPPING UP, C2

  ALFRED T. PALMER/LIBRARY OF CONGRESS VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS 

In 1943, a real-life “Rosie the Riveter” operates a hand drill at Vultee-Nashville, Tennessee, 
working on an A-31 Vengeance dive bomber. 

■ SEE NORTHFIELD, C2

V I E W P O I N T

■ SEE HOUSING, C2



declared that all “men” were 
created equal — a radical idea 
for its time that eventually 
led to slave emancipation and 
women’s suffrage.

The founding fathers 
warned against enemies from 
within as well as those from 
outside our borders. They 
warned equally against allow-
ing religion too much influ-
ence over government and 
government too much influ-
ence over religion, in order to 
protect the sanctity of  both.

They, however, could not 
possibly have imagined how 
today’s technology could su-
percharge alliances between 
our enemies and bring out 
the worst instincts of  people 
whose socialization happened 
largely online.

WISE REPRESENTATIVES from 
the entire range of  the politi-
cal spectrum are sounding the 
alarm. Once again, we must 
pull together as though we 
were under attack, because 
we are.

The preservation of  de-
mocracy needs to be our first 
priority. It can be messy and 

unpredictable, but it’s not 
rigid. We get regular oppor-
tunities to fix our mistakes.

We need only look at all 
those who have tried some 
version of  autocracy, and are 
still trying it, to realize that 
things could be much worse. 
Despite our imperfect execu-
tion of  self-governance, it’s 
the one thing that truly has 
made us great.

Our grand experiment 
has inspired other nations 
around the world to follow 
suit. If  and when we revive 
our Democracy, we can then 
return to the wonderfully 
messy and relatively peaceful 
process of  sorting out how to 
govern ourselves.

To paraphrase Winston 
Churchill, “Democracy is the 
worst form of  government ... 
except for all the others.”

It has been 250 years since 
we freed ourselves from the 
reins of  a monarchy that 
ruled and taxed us without 
our input. The lessons of  that 
period of  our history have 
never been more relevant.

So vote — as though your 
right to vote depended on it.

asks the question “Do we be-
lieve that the right to a decent 
home is part of  what it means to 
be an American?” He goes on to 
point out that the “inalienable 
rights” that are the founding 
principles of  the United States 
— life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of  happiness — all require a 
stable home, and that “without 
stable shelter, everything else 
falls apart.”

Some might argue that people 
go unhoused because of  their 
own choices and circumstances. 
Certainly, individual vulnerabil-
ities contribute to people losing 
their housing, but systemic is-
sues play a large role.

People create systems, and 
we can change them. Gregg 
Colburn and Clayton Aldern, 
in their book Homelessness Is a 
Housing Problem, offer an ex-
ample by demonstrating that 
housing market conditions more 
than individual behavior drive 
rates of  homelessness.

Fortunately, we can impact 
our housing market conditions, 
and hopefully we will do it in 
a way that reflects our inten-
tions to build a community that 
works for us all.

WHEN PEOPLE ASK why Winston 
Prouty, a nonprofit that works 
with children and families, is 
pursuing housing development 
on our campus, we say we have 
a responsibility to do what we 
can to contribute to solutions.

We view this land as a com-
munity asset, and our goal is to 
steward it in a way that benefits 
the community.

When there was a need for an 
overflow shelter in Brattleboro, 
Winston Prouty provided the 
space.

When the Winter Farmers’ 
Market needed a place, we pro-
vided the space.

When there was a need to 
house Afghan refugees, we pro-
vided the space.

When the deadline for the 
motel housing program loomed 
and there was a need to house 

families without a home, we 
provided the space.

For the past two years, we 
have been trying to address the 
housing shortage in our area. 
We envision building a neigh-
borhood where anyone can live, 
a diversity of  ages, incomes, 
and family structures in housing 
that is affordable in a variety of  
ways for many types of  people.

The project will be phased, 
and our goal is to get 100 to 
150 units online in the next two 
years.

We’re not talking about 
single-family homes on little 
lots. We’re talking about four-
plexes, condos, and apartment 
buildings, with the possibil-
ity of  rental and ownership. 
The whole continuum must be 
robust.

ONE THING is very clear: 
Winston Prouty is not a hous-
ing developer. In the same way 
that we’ve been stewarding 
this property, we’re going to 
lead this process by marshal-
ing the resources required to get 
it done.

Our primary need right now 
is to attract flexible financial re-
sources from people and entities 
that are interested in investing 
in our community through this 
project.

Some funding streams that 
typically support housing devel-
opment come with constraints 
— for instance, in the form of  
income limitations on who can 
live somewhere or desired rates 
of  return that impact a willing-
ness to invest.

This is where you have a role: 
Do you know of  an investment 
fund or other creative ways to 
invest in the project?

We have an opportunity to 
impact the housing shortage 
in Windham County. Please 
send me an email (chloe@
WinstonProuty.org), or call me 
at 802-257-7852 with your 
suggestions.

We can’t afford to wait.

Thanks for your forbearance. 
Unfortunately, it seems you’ll be 
needing more.

LAST MAY, the Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts and the 
Division of  Fisheries and 
Wildlife here signed a relicens-
ing deal promising their full 
support of  FirstLight Power’s 
bid for a new federal license to 
run Northfield Mountain for 
another half-century.

The chaos and killing will 
continue — sorry.

Northfield is a giant, net-
power-loss appliance, wholly 
dependent on and plugged into 
the grid to run suctioning tur-
bines via the cheap, bulk mega-
watts FirstLight purchases. The 
river’s miseries remain shack-
led to that buy-low/resell-high 
electricity resale model.

NMPS originally ran off the 
over-bloat of  night juice pro-
duced by a newly completed 
Vermont Yankee nuclear plant.

But VY closed in 2014, leav-
ing Northfield as primarily a gas 
guzzler, run on power from the 
grid that comes from the cli-
mate-killing natural gas that’s 
the main source of  today’s 
electricity.

SHOCKINGLY, Northfield’s pro-
found lethal impacts on dozens 
of  fish species in the 20-mile 
basin between the Vernon and 
Turners Falls dams remain 
largely uninvestigated.

A U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service study report in 2017 
documents a fraction of  that 
chaos and killing.

FirstLight’s consultants had 
estimated that 14.9 million eggs 
and larvae of  American shad 
— a vulnerable migratory spe-
cies — were “entrained” (swal-
lowed) by Northfield in 2016.

They contend that this mass 
evisceration resulted in losses 
of  only 2,200 juvenile shad to 
the river system. However, the 
USFWS, applying a long-estab-
lished study standard in its cal-
culations, estimated river losses 
of  1.07 million juvenile shad for 
that season.

That’s just for one spe-
cies in this shared reach. 
Preposterously, no one has cal-
culated Northfield’s direct 
slaughter of  juvenile and adult 
fish across the river’s wide array 
of  species.

IF YOU’RE following the money, 
in 2019 FirstLight reported 
$158 million in Northfield prof-
its, from a machine they’d re-
registered into a Delaware tax 
shelter six months prior.

Parent-owned since 2016 
by the Canadian government’s 
global capital giant Public 
Sector Pension Investments 
(PSP), Northfield’s suck and 
flush runs like an electric toilet 
— one that, by FirstLight’s own 
admission, fully wastes 34% 
more energy than it later repro-
duces at peak resale profits.

It plugs in and slurps mas-
sive, hours-long slugs of  river, 
pulling flows a mile uphill to its 
mountaintop reservoir “tank.” 
That now-lifeless torrent is 
held, then the effluent is flushed 
through turbines to make resale 
electricity.

The water returns to its 
“bowl,” the Connecticut River, 
which FirstLight describes as its 
“lower reservoir.”

FirstLight pitches this resale 
juice as “clean” and “carbon 
free,” though Northfield’s le-
thality has been beefed-up as a 
gas-gulping climate killer since 
VY closed.

With its 34% waste, its all-
it-can-eat aquatic buffet, and its 
apocalyptically reversing miles 
of  flow, Northfield Mountain 
comprises this ecosystem’s 
deadliest long-term outrage.

Thus, when you hear 
FirstLight claiming they can 
power up to 1 million homes 
for several hours, remember 
they’ve already burned through 
the virgin energy of  1.34 mil-
lion homes — and a river — to 
do so.

And, once done, they must 
start consuming all over again.

NORTHFIELD’S ORIGINAL FERC 
license expired in 2018, two 
years after PSP bought it. Since 
then, the company has real-
ized and reinvested hundreds 
of  millions in distant places 
far from this Valley, including 
New York, New Jersey, west-
ern Pennsylvania, Québec, 
and Ontario. FirstLight even 
opened its own $97 million 
lending bank a year ago.

Last spring, when the 
Commonwealth signed that 
FirstLight agreement, the state 
pledged to fully support the 
six-years-late, 50-year Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) license renewal bid 
— including a promise in 
writing to defend Northfield 
Mountain’s river depredations 
against all federal and state 
Clean Water Act challenges.

The unprecedented state 
commitment to a foreign-
owned entity here is now de-
pendent on the Massachusetts 
Department of  Environmental 
Protection issuing FirstLight a 
Water Quality Certificate under 
section 401 of  the federal Clean 
Water Act to run Northfield 
Mountain on this interstate wa-
terway, given its impacts.

The facility cannot be reli-
censed by FERC without that 
certificate.

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service and National Marine 
Fisheries Service are also collab-
orating. They signed the same 
FirstLight terms that will con-
tinue to suction, kill, reverse, 
and store yet more of  the river.

Thus, it should be unsurpris-
ing that in FirstLight’s FERC 
license proposal, you’ll wait 
until at least 2034 before they 
build lifts to pass fish at Turners 
Falls — further slow-dancing 
fish passage that you, as resi-
dents of  Vermont and New 
Hampshire, have been entitled 
to since 1872.

Of  course, if  the 
Commonwealth sanctions a new 
50 years of  pumped storage in 
this shared reach, the embedded 
catch-22 will still remain.

Once spawning-run shad fi-
nally pass Turners Falls, head-
ing your way, Northfield will be 
waiting — and ready — to eat 
the vulnerable, newly-spawned 
young as it continues to suction 

in miles of  flow, upstream and 
down.

AS THE Band-Aid solution 
for this river’s grievous open 
wound, FirstLight has proposed 
seasonally deploying a 900-foot 
deflective net just upstream 
of  Northfield’s intake, instead 
of  installing permanently an-
chored, replaceable screens.

Like the nets previously de-
ployed for hatchery-derived 
salmon fry, these will clog with 
debris and repeatedly tear and 
fail in a river where flood surges 
and uprooted trees are increas-
ingly common.

Those nets will be useless for 
pencil-thin baby shad — while 
their ⅜-inch mesh will literally 
guarantee death rides for hun-
dreds of  millions of  developing 
eggs, larvae, and young-of-the-
year fish, spring through fall.

Sadly, the critical losses will 
again be yours.

This entrainment sacrifices 
the return of  adult spawning-
run shad and herring from the 
Atlantic to the open waters of  
New Hampshire and Vermont 
four and five years later. Fifty-
one years after Northfield be-
came a fish abattoir, FirstLight 
has decided that you must wait 
until 2032 before they’ll even 
begin testing their red-herring 
net fix.

Back in 1967, Massachusetts, 
along with federal and state 
fish agencies, signed the “New 
England Cooperative Fisheries 
Restoration Agreement for the 
Connecticut River.” It commit-
ted to restoring your full share 
of  fish — with a key goal of  
passing 850,000 American shad 
beyond Turners Falls Dam and 
750,000 passing Vernon Dam 
toward Bellows Falls.

But it warned of  “fragmen-
tary data” available for the pro-
posed Northfield plant, posing 
“definite limitations to an anad-
romous fish restoration pro-
gram” due to “the physical loss 
of  eggs, larvae, and young fish 
of  both anadromous and resi-
dent species, and an orientation 
problem for both upstream and 
downstream migrants attrib-
uted to pumping large volumes 
of  water.”

The Connecticut River’s first 
successful fish lift had been in-
stalled at Holyoke Dam in 1955. 
Its simple design was pass-
ing hundreds of  thousands of  
shad up to Turners Falls Dam 
by 1976, yet Co-op leaders here 
turned elsewhere for solutions.

They instead constructed 
three scaled-down ladders at 
Turners Falls, modeled on giant 
ladders on the Columbia River 
that passed huge runs of  sev-
eral salmon species, plus intro-
duced shad.

Completed in 1980, the lad-
ders here forced all migrants out 
of  the river and into the alien 
flows of  a 2-mile power canal 
to pass the dam. Confused and 
exhausted, your runs were ba-
sically barred and blocked here 
again.

After 44 years, out of  the 
hundreds of  thousands of  shad 
arriving at Turners Falls annu-
ally, the average passage success 
rate is 5 fish in 100.

The Commonwealth 

again had licensed the crush-
ing of  Vermont’s and New 
Hampshire’s right to a living 
river.

HARDLY INDISPENSABLE to the 
day-to-day running of  the 
power grid, no one noticed 
when Northfield shut down at 
the end of  summer last year — 
and stayed offline through this 
January. A boatload of  virgin 
energy got conserved, and its 
apocalyptic ecosystem-killing 
and flow-reversals ceased.

The bloated, bulk grid run 
by ISO-New England, a long-
time cheerleading collabora-
tor in Northfield’s waste and 
killing, ran without a hiccup. 
And no one in New England 
spent their holidays shivering in 
candlelight.

The previous time Northfield 
was offline was for more than 
half  a year, from May to 
November of  2010, when its 
tunnels got choked with the 
tons of  accumulated muck and 
effluent that FirstLight was try-
ing to flush from its reservoir.

After attempting to con-
ceal the disaster, the EPA or-
dered FirstLight to “cease and 
desist” in its massive, ongoing 
Clean Water Act violations for 
dumping 40 to 50 truckloads 
of  pollutants directly into the 
Connecticut for over 90 straight 
days.

Correspondingly, that spring, 
the always-dismal fish passage 
at Turners Falls experienced 
a mini-surge — skyrock-
eting 600% above the de-
cade’s limping averages — on 
a Connecticut River free of  
Northfield’s daily assault.

NORTHFIELD IS A monument to 
ecosystem destruction, a con-
traption built and dependent on 
daily waste and overkill, profit-
ing internationally at the public 
and the river’s expense here.

It’s now up to the 
Commonwealth’s Department 
of  Environmental Protection to 
sanction and issue a new Water 
Quality (401 WQ) Certificate 
allowing FERC to relicense 
a new half-century of  inves-
tor reward via this deadliest, 
most-alien, river-reversing ap-
pliance ever emplaced on the 
Connecticut River.

And it came online in 
Massachusetts a year after the 
federal Clean Water Act be-
came law.

In a meeting this March 26, 
FirstLight and its state collab-
orators Massachusetts Fish & 
Wildlife and the Department of  
Conservation and Recreation, 
plus engineers from an out-
fit called Inter-Fluve, met be-
hind closed doors here with our 
Department of  Environmental 
Protection to smooth out any 
unforeseen bumps in the com-
pany’s 50-year river deal.

Alas, even as a deeply im-
pacted “neighboring jurisdic-
tion” under the CWA, you were 
not invited.

It’s as if  you have no rights 
here. We haven’t shared a liv-
ing river. Again, apologies. And 
thank you for not suing us.

‘Peace’ activist 
got personal

This afternoon at the Co-op, 
when I greeted a fellow with 

whom, for years, I have enjoyed 
mutually friendly encounters, I 
got ambushed. Without prelude 
or preliminaries, he accused me 
of  hating Palestinians.

Blind-sided, confused, of-
fended, I wanted an explanation.

“I read what you wrote in the 
paper,” he said.

“I suggest that you read more 
carefully,” I replied.

Writing about the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, I knew, 
would be like walking across 
a minefield. In an opinion 
piece, I discussed suppression 
by a former editor of  our lo-
cal daily of  stories about Jews 
and Palestinians protecting each 
other, in favor of  stories that got 
people’s blood boiling.

And I expressed my opin-
ion about local “peace” activ-
ists who, from the safety of  
Vermont, throw kerosene on 
the fire — Hey, let’s you and him 
fight!

I remember the peace move-
ment of  my youth, nonviolence, 
and I do not recognize what 
passes for a peace movement in 
Brattleboro: cheerleaders for 
violence.

The fellow at the Co-op 
turned away from me, discus-
sion over.

I purchased some fresh veg-
etables, and when I went to pay 

he was at the front end. I walked 
up to him and quietly said, “If  
you have something to say to 
me, I would be happy to discuss 
it. But don’t lay a fart and walk 
away.”

“I’m sorry,” he said, “I was 
being sarcastic.”

“Perhaps some time we could 
get together and have a discus-
sion, like two human beings?” 
I said.

“No,” he replied, “These 
things cannot be discussed.”

“Well,” I said, “at least 
you and I are not at war?” He 
agreed.

I had not expected a de-es-
calation. I was pleased, but still 
not satisfied. I very much want 
to ask him: “If  you and I cannot 
discuss things in Brattleboro, 
then what hope is there for 
Israelis and Palestinians?”

Steven K-Brooks
Brattleboro

False equivalency 
between the 
occupied and 
the occupiers

RE: “War of  the words” 
[Letters, Apr. 17]:

John Ungerleider has built 
a career at SIT and elsewhere 
around the false equivalency 
that the people of  Israel and 
Palestine could achieve peace 
if  they would come together to 
talk as coequal partners.

This normalization paints the 
Israeli occupation of  Palestine 

as a benevolent and paternalis-
tic system that would somehow 
evolve into peace if  everyone 
could just sit in a circle, play gui-
tars, and talk.

It requires the occupied — 
who have been displaced and 
dispossessed for more than 75 
years — to make even more con-
cessions to their occupier.

Israel’s Zionist project — 
one of  the last strongholds of  
western colonialism — is the 
basis for an apartheid system 
of  military laws that deprive 
Palestinians of  human and civil 
rights and elevate the expansion-
ist claims of  Israeli Jews to the 
land of  Palestine.

Meanwhile, Palestinians are 
walled off into shrinking terri-
tory while the military protects 
extremist settlers who steal even 
more land and shoot Palestinians 
harvesting their crops.

Israel has imprisoned hun-
dreds of  Palestinians; bulldozed 
their homes; and denied them 
their rights, legal protections, 
and the freedom to live on or 
work their land.

It’s well past time for the 
world to call this settler colonial 
project what it is.

If  Mr. Ungerleider dislikes 
these words, I invite him to help 
us change the facts. That has 
nothing to do with antisemitism 
and everything to with justice.

Kate Casa
Brattleboro

We just want 
a permanent 
ceasefire, now

RE: “Jewish Voices for Peace 
parrots Hamas” [Letters, 

March 13]:
Steven K-Brooks responded 

to my letter defending the in-
tegrity of  Jewish Voice for Peace 
by alleging that the organization 
“parrots Hamas.”

He contends that the com-
parison I made to Mandela’s 
peaceful transition away from 
apartheid in South Africa was 
wrong.

And he dismissed my refer-
ence to the Torah, which ad-
vocates “no truth, no justice, 
no peace.” I cited the Torah as 
a guide to understanding the 
International Court of  Justice’s 
ruling that Israel is committing 
genocide in Gaza.

What K-Brooks does not ap-
pear to know is that, like Hamas, 
the African National Congress 
(ANC) and Mandela were la-
beled as terrorists until he led 
the country out of  apartheid 
into peace.

The former “terrorist” was 
elected president and went on 
to win the Nobel Peace Prize. 
As in Israel, the U.S. sided with 
Afrikaner apartheid to the end.

K-Brooks doubts that I have 
ever studied the Torah. I doubt 
that he has either. But I did 
spend 30 years teaching in a pre-
dominately Jewish school. A 
number of  my students were 

Israeli.
Today, many of  my friends 

are anti-Zionist American Jews 
who strongly oppose the Israeli 
genocide. Some have engaged 
in civil disobedience, including 
several months ago in New York 
City when protesters blocked 
the Holland Tunnel and several 
bridges.

My takeaway from the hor-
rific attacks on Gaza is that the 
supporters of  Israel, there and 
here, have been reduced to de-
fending the indefensible.

It is not that we critics are 
bent on “delegitimizing Israel,” 
as they claim. Israel is doing a 
pretty good job of  delegitimiz-
ing itself, with the whole world 
watching.

We just want a permanent 
ceasefire, now.

So the question becomes: 
How can we explain the aber-
rant psychology of  those who 
still defend the Israeli genocide?

Tom Segev is a respected 
Israeli New Historian — a group 
of  people who have challenged 
traditional narratives about the 
history of  Israel — whose father 
was killed in the 1967 Arab-
Israeli War.

Segev wrote that in order 
to understand Israeli politics, 
one must see the two kinds of  
Holocaust fears.

First, many Israelis have gen-
uine fears. But second, there are 
many who cynically manipulate 
Holocaust fears for political pur-
poses. In Hebrew this is known 

ashasbara — propaganda.
When the American histo-

rian Norman Finkelstein wrote 
The Holocaust Industry, an ef-
fort to explain this sort of  ma-
nipulation, he was fired from 
his teaching position at DePaul 
University in Chicago. American 
Zionists have power.

The Commons in Brattleboro 
has done an exceptional job pro-
viding a forum for free speech 
on the conflict in Gaza. People 
have had the opportunity to ex-
haustively air the facts, and as-
sert their values.

But in closing, I would like to 
add one issue that has not been 
reported.

In 2006 there was a legis-
lative election held through-
out Palestine, in the West Bank 
as well as Gaza, in which can-
didates from Hamas defeated 
those from the governing party 
in Ramallah, the Palestinian 
Authority.

Former president Jimmy 
Carter was there to monitor the 
election and certify that it was 
conducted democratically and 
fairly.

It was not that the voters 
loved Hamas, but that they were 
sick of  the corruption of  the 
Palestinian Authority, which 
they saw as collaborating with 
Israel’s oppressive military oc-
cupation. Carter said he hoped 
Hamas would be given a chance 
to govern.

What followed has been un-
derreported, to say the least.
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BRATTLEBORO TIRE 
Locally owned for over 46 years!

TIRES & ALL UNDER CAR SERVICE

We sell all 
major brands 
of tires
ALL TIRES 
ON SALE
Now through May 31!

SERVICE
YOUR
A/C 
NOW

Don’t wait
‘til HOT

WEATHER!

OIL change $74.95
FULL SYNTHETIC UP TO 5 QTS.
INCLUDES 30 POINT COURTESY CHECK

Fluids • Belts • Hoses • Steering • Brakes
Lights & Much More Upon Request

*($3.00 disposal fee) most cars. 
Special diesel oil & fi lter extra. 
Call for an appointment!

SPRING TIRE CHANGE OVERSCall for appt.

Last issue’s solution
“Year-End Bonus”THE HUB CROSSWORD -- "Year-End Bonus"
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ACROSS
1 Goddess of

wisdom
7 Motrin alternative

12 Heart diagnostics
20 Sourdoughs, say
21 See 107-Down
22 Sarcastic

agreement
23 Guarantee The

Answer can't
make a basket?

25 Have in mind
26 Letters before a

pseudonym
27 Stan
28 "Today"

weatherman
30 Nintendo's Super

__
31 Carol contraction
32 Shell-shocked GI's

diagnosis
34 Parking app

alternative
36 "Friends" friend
38 Home of the Blue

Devils
39 Wallop a legend?
41 Only carrying an

Apple tablet?
44 Bops on the head
45 Sawbones
46 The Reds of

English soccer, on
scoreboards

47 Billie Eilish, to
Finneas

50 Perp's patterns,
for short

51 Utter nonsense
52 Batter's grip

enhancer
56 Hair dryer brand
58 Pixar film that

takes place in
space

59 Wash up
60 Before, once
61 Some kind of a nut
62 It's just for

openers
63 Indonesian island
64 Deficiency
65 Food brand for a

songbird?
67 Volunteer's words

said to author
Wouk?

69 Where moshers
mosh

70 "Pain at the good
fortune of others,"
per Aristotle

71 Runs smoothly
72 Tolkien ringbearer
73 Kona-to-Hilo dir.
74 "Mic with a slash"

setting
75 Fencing maneuver
76 Pickle brand
77 High-elevation

trees of the
Pacific Northwest

79 Sinus of Valsalva
locale

80 That lady there
81 Hairy cattle
82 Greeting in

Brasilia
83 Runs in neutral
84 Meted (out)
86 Olympian blood

for a group of
fish?

90 Caption for a
groggy
self-portrait?

94 Deposited, as
eggs

95 Rock's 100 gecs
and Sparks, e.g.

96 Pharma dept.
97 Bride's coverage
98 A-to-Z
99 Guac ingredient

101 Dimpled body part
103 "Let You Love Me"

singer Rita
105 Org. that makes

you take off belts
and shoes

106 Advance activity
109 Leader's phrase,

and an alternate
title for this puzzle

112 Without rhyme or
reason

113 Actress Rapp
114 Nice woman?
115 Bathtime

playthings
116 Server's

equipment
117 Got the word out?

DOWN
1 "Li'l Abner"

cartoonist
2 Grew fond of
3 Arizona lake
4 Apple picker
5 Blaster brand

6 Turkey portion?
7 Exist
8 "The Cello"

director __ Lynn
Bousman

9 Golf-cap feature
10 "Could have been

worse"
11 Chief official?
12 Check out
13 Smooth jazz

saxophonist who
uses his last initial

14 Yielded
15 "__ won't cut it"
16 Swollen head?
17 Prepare to play
18 Horse-drawn

vehicle
19 Had a feeling
24 Crew alternatives
29 Riveting woman
33 Jaime Harrison's

org.

35 Legal agreements
between a site and
its users: Abbr.

37 [Other examples
omitted]

38 Grungy bar
40 See 99-Down
41 Wobbly dessert
42 Oscar winner

Colman
43 Tuning fork part
45 Paper producers
47 Playfully run
48 Poison in "The

Princess Bride"
49 Exhibited derision
51 Mild, as weather
52 Hides, as cards
53 Pot cover-up, in

Britain
54 Maine national

park
55 Rap on the door

again
57 Creative pursuits

58 Make, as a wicker
basket

59 David of "Curb
Your Enthusiasm"

62 Some people can't
take them

63 "Even Napoleon
had his
Watergate"
speaker

64 Lebanese bread
66 Like the nervous

system
67 Is sore
68 11-Down, e.g.
71 Kitchen implement
74 Venus de __
75 Preppy top
76 Cycling arena
78 Victuals
79 Improvised
80 Barbecue

selection
83 Hosp. area for

acute conditions
84 Horse color

85 Shareholder's
income: Abbr.

86 Try to hit, as
mosquitos

87 Beckon from afar
88 Swank on screen
89 Abstainer's

comment
90 Sharpshooter

Annie
91 Colorful fish
92 Returnee's

question
93 On a high
96 Isabella, por

ejemplo
99 With 40-Down,

Latin dating
phrase

100 Life, to Luis
102 Decorative pitcher
104 At a distance
107 Seize suddenly
108 MLB execs
110 __ États-Unis
111 Muckraker Tarbell

THE HUB CROSSWORD — "One Up Front"
By Brendan Emmett Quigley
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
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“One Up Front”

ACROSS
1 Goddess of

wisdom
7 Motrin alternative

12 Heart diagnostics
20 Sourdoughs, say
21 See 107-Down
22 Sarcastic

agreement
23 Guarantee The

Answer can't
make a basket?

25 Have in mind
26 Letters before a

pseudonym
27 Stan
28 "Today"

weatherman
30 Nintendo's Super

__
31 Carol contraction
32 Shell-shocked GI's

diagnosis
34 Parking app

alternative
36 "Friends" friend
38 Home of the Blue

Devils
39 Wallop a legend?
41 Only carrying an

Apple tablet?
44 Bops on the head
45 Sawbones
46 The Reds of

English soccer, on
scoreboards

47 Billie Eilish, to
Finneas

50 Perp's patterns,
for short

51 Utter nonsense
52 Batter's grip

enhancer
56 Hair dryer brand
58 Pixar film that

takes place in
space

59 Wash up
60 Before, once
61 Some kind of a nut
62 It's just for

openers
63 Indonesian island
64 Deficiency
65 Food brand for a

songbird?
67 Volunteer's words

said to author
Wouk?

69 Where moshers
mosh

70 "Pain at the good
fortune of others,"
per Aristotle

71 Runs smoothly
72 Tolkien ringbearer
73 Kona-to-Hilo dir.
74 "Mic with a slash"

setting
75 Fencing maneuver
76 Pickle brand
77 High-elevation

trees of the
Pacific Northwest

79 Sinus of Valsalva
locale

80 That lady there
81 Hairy cattle
82 Greeting in

Brasilia
83 Runs in neutral
84 Meted (out)
86 Olympian blood

for a group of
fish?

90 Caption for a
groggy
self-portrait?

94 Deposited, as
eggs

95 Rock's 100 gecs
and Sparks, e.g.

96 Pharma dept.
97 Bride's coverage
98 A-to-Z
99 Guac ingredient

101 Dimpled body part
103 "Let You Love Me"

singer Rita
105 Org. that makes

you take off belts
and shoes

106 Advance activity
109 Leader's phrase,

and an alternate
title for this puzzle

112 Without rhyme or
reason

113 Actress Rapp
114 Nice woman?
115 Bathtime

playthings
116 Server's

equipment
117 Got the word out?

DOWN
1 "Li'l Abner"

cartoonist
2 Grew fond of
3 Arizona lake
4 Apple picker
5 Blaster brand

6 Turkey portion?
7 Exist
8 "The Cello"

director __ Lynn
Bousman

9 Golf-cap feature
10 "Could have been

worse"
11 Chief official?
12 Check out
13 Smooth jazz

saxophonist who
uses his last initial

14 Yielded
15 "__ won't cut it"
16 Swollen head?
17 Prepare to play
18 Horse-drawn

vehicle
19 Had a feeling
24 Crew alternatives
29 Riveting woman
33 Jaime Harrison's

org.

35 Legal agreements
between a site and
its users: Abbr.

37 [Other examples
omitted]

38 Grungy bar
40 See 99-Down
41 Wobbly dessert
42 Oscar winner

Colman
43 Tuning fork part
45 Paper producers
47 Playfully run
48 Poison in "The

Princess Bride"
49 Exhibited derision
51 Mild, as weather
52 Hides, as cards
53 Pot cover-up, in

Britain
54 Maine national

park
55 Rap on the door

again
57 Creative pursuits

58 Make, as a wicker
basket

59 David of "Curb
Your Enthusiasm"

62 Some people can't
take them

63 "Even Napoleon
had his
Watergate"
speaker

64 Lebanese bread
66 Like the nervous

system
67 Is sore
68 11-Down, e.g.
71 Kitchen implement
74 Venus de __
75 Preppy top
76 Cycling arena
78 Victuals
79 Improvised
80 Barbecue

selection
83 Hosp. area for

acute conditions
84 Horse color

85 Shareholder's
income: Abbr.

86 Try to hit, as
mosquitos

87 Beckon from afar
88 Swank on screen
89 Abstainer's

comment
90 Sharpshooter

Annie
91 Colorful fish
92 Returnee's

question
93 On a high
96 Isabella, por

ejemplo
99 With 40-Down,

Latin dating
phrase

100 Life, to Luis
102 Decorative pitcher
104 At a distance
107 Seize suddenly
108 MLB execs
110 __ États-Unis
111 Muckraker Tarbell
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Across
 1. Goddess of wisdom
 7. Motrin alternative
 12. Heart diagnostics
 20. Sourdoughs, say
 21. See 107-Down
 22. Sarcastic agreement
 23. Guarantee The Answer 

can’t make a basket?
 25. Have in mind
 26. Letters before a pseudonym
 27. Stan
 28. “Today” weatherman
 30. Nintendo’s Super __
 31. Carol contraction
 32. Shell-shocked GI’s diagnosis
 34. Parking app alternative
 36. “Friends” friend
 38. Home of the Blue Devils
 39. Wallop a legend?
 41. Only carrying an 

Apple tablet?
 44. Bops on the head
 45. Sawbones
 46. The Reds of English 

soccer, on scoreboards
 47. Billie Eilish, to Finneas
 50. Perp’s patterns, for short
 51. Utter nonsense
 52. Batter’s grip enhancer
 56. Hair dryer brand
 58. Pixar film that takes 

place in space
 59. Wash up
 60. Before, once
 61. Some kind of a nut
 62. It’s just for openers
 63. Indonesian island
 64. Deficiency
 65. Food brand for a songbird?
 67. Volunteer’s words said 

to author Wouk?
 69. Where moshers mosh
 70. “Pain at the good fortune 

of others,” per Aristotle
 71. Runs smoothly
 72. Tolkien ringbearer
 73. Kona-to-Hilo dir.
 74. “Mic with a slash” setting
 75. Fencing maneuver
 76. Pickle brand
 77. High-elevation trees of 

the Pacific Northwest
 79. Sinus of Valsalva locale
 80. That lady there
 81. Hairy cattle
 82. Greeting in Brasilia
 83. Runs in neutral
 84. Meted (out)
 86. Olympian blood for 

a group of fish?
 90. Caption for a groggy 

self-portrait?
 94. Deposited, as eggs
 95. Rock’s 100 gecs and 

Sparks, e.g.
 96. Pharma dept.
 97. Bride’s coverage
 98. A-to-Z
 99. Guac ingredient
 101. Dimpled body part
 103. “Let You Love Me” 

singer Rita
 105. Org. that makes you take 

o�  belts and shoes
 106. Advance activity
 109. Leader’s phrase, and an 

alternate title for this puzzle
 112. Without rhyme or reason
 113. Actress Rapp
 114. Nice woman?
 115. Bathtime playthings
 116. Server’s equipment
 117. Got the word out?

Down
 1. “Li’l Abner” cartoonist
 2. Grew fond of
 3. Arizona lake
 4. Apple picker
 5. Blaster brand
 6. Turkey portion?
 7. Exist
 8. “The Cello” director 

__ Lynn Bousman
 9. Golf-cap feature
 10. “Could have been worse”
 11. Chief o� icial?
 12. Check out
 13. Smooth jazz saxophonist 

who uses his last initial
 14. Yielded
 15. “__ won’t cut it”
 16. Swollen head?
 17. Prepare to play
 18. Horse-drawn vehicle
 19. Had a feeling
 24. Crew alternatives
 29. Riveting woman
 33. Jaime Harrison’s org.
 35. Legal agreements between 

a site and its users: Abbr.
 37. [Other examples omitted]
 38. Grungy bar
 40. See 99-Down
 41. Wobbly dessert
 42. Oscar winner Colman
 43. Tuning fork part
 45. Paper producers
 47. Playfully run
 48. Poison in “The 

Princess Bride”
 49. Exhibited derision
 51. Mild, as weather
 52. Hides, as cards
 53. Pot cover-up, in Britain
 54. Maine national park
 55. Rap on the door again
 57. Creative pursuits
 58. Make, as a wicker basket
 59. David of “Curb Your 

Enthusiasm”
 62. Some people can’t 

take them

 63. “Even Napoleon had his 
Watergate” speaker

 64. Lebanese bread
 66. Like the nervous system
 67. Is sore
 68. 11-Down, e.g.
 71. Kitchen implement
 74. Venus de __
 75. Preppy top
 76. Cycling arena
 78. Victuals
 79. Improvised
 80. Barbecue selection
 83. Hosp. area for acute 

conditions
 84. Horse color
 85. Shareholder’s income: Abbr.
 86. Try to hit, as mosquitos
 87. Beckon from afar
 88. Swank on screen

 89. Abstainer’s comment
 90. Sharpshooter Annie
 91. Colorful fish
 92. Returnee’s question
 93. On a high
 96. Isabella, por ejemplo
 99. With 40-Down, Latin 

dating phrase
 100. Life, to Luis
 102. Decorative pitcher
 104. At a distance
 107. Seize suddenly
 108. MLB execs
 110. __ États-Unis
 111. Muckraker Tarbell
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FEARLESS
COMPUTING

Working from home? 

computer hell?
Just plain old 
Teleconferencing? 

Serving the Brattleboro area since the turn of the century

For 22 years, I ’ve provided all  kinds of 
tech support to many households 

& businesses in the Brattleboro area. 
W o r k  d o n e  o n - s i t e ,  r e m o t e l y  

o r  w i t h  s a f e  d r o p - o f f s .  

In 2007, U.S. general Keith 
Dayton worked as a “security 
coordinator” with Hamas op-
ponent Muhammed Dahlan in 
an attempt to overthrow Hamas 
leaders in Gaza. They underesti-
mated Hamas, and Hamas fight-
ers defeated Dahlan’s militias.

Soon after, Israel imposed an 
economic blockade on Gaza, and 
the rest is history — right up to 
Oct. 7, 2023.

Thomas Hill
Putney

Opposing 
genocide is 
standing for 
humanity against 
injustice

Several recent commentar-
ies in The Commons about 

the situation in Gaza are deeply 
problematic. And while many 
people have responded to these 
opinions to help set the re-
cord straight, there are still not 
enough voices decrying Israel’s 
actions in the Gaza Strip.

It is deeply offensive to pres-
ent Jewish opinion about the 
events in Gaza as monolithic. 
Any claim that suggests all 
Jewish people — in Israel or in 
the U.S. — share the same point 
of  view about the actions of  the 
Israeli government is patently 
wrong.

In fact, there are countless 
Jewish individuals Jewish-led 
groups who oppose the ongoing 
genocide in Gaza. Jewish Voice 
for Peace is one local example 
among many across the world.

The mainstream press call-
ing what’s happening in Gaza 
a “war” is propagandistic to 
its core. What is taking place 
in Gaza could be appropriately 
called genocide, ethnic cleans-
ing, or collective punishment, it 
is not a war.

The Israeli government’s ac-
tions in Gaza violate a multitude 
of  long-established international 
laws, perhaps the most power-
ful of  which is the violation of  
the duty of  care. Under both the 
Geneva and Hague Conventions, 
the Israeli government, as an oc-
cupying force, is bound to care 
for the citizens under its control.

The killing of  tens of  thou-
sands of  civilians, the destruc-
tion of  critical infrastructure, 
and the forced migration and 
growing famine of  millions are 
in direct violation of  the Israeli 
government’s obligations under 
international law.

The idea that opposing this 
ongoing genocide puts people on 
the wrong side of  history is out-
rageous and is gradually falling 
apart as governments and insti-
tutions across the globe voice 
their opposition to the slaughter.

Of  course, the U.S. govern-
ment is again on the wrong side 
of  history. Air-dropping a pit-
tance of  food to the starving 
masses in Gaza while approving 
ever more shipments of  deadly 
weapons to Israel is beyond 
hypocritical.

Opposing genocide is not 
anti-Semitic; it is standing for 
humanity against injustice.

Henry Zacchini
Brattleboro

The need for 
nuance

RE: “Few signs of  support. 
Literally.” [Viewpoint, 

March 20]:
I want to commend Tim 

Wessel for his sincere attempt 
to address Hamas’s terrorist at-
tack in southern Israel on Oct. 
7, 2024. Israel should not be 
left off the hook for its brutal 
occupation of  the Palestinian 
Territories.

Wessel tried to make that 
clear. He also tried to make clear 
that Hamas shouldn’t be left 
off the hook, either. But, sadly, 
trying to inject nuance into 
the complex discussion of  the 
Mideast crisis is drowned out by 
overzealous voices on both sides.

Make no mistake: Hamas 
knew exactly what it was doing. 
Its attacks were meticulously or-
ganized. One of  Hamas’s long-
term goals in this attack was to 
remain relevant.

Hussein Ibish of  the Arab 
Gulf  States Institute wrote 
in The Atlantic on Oct. 13, 
2023, that in carrying out the 
attack,Hamas [...] “hopes to 
seize control of  the Palestinian 
national movement from its 
secular Fatah rivals,” as well as 
block the normalization of  dip-
lomatic relations between Israel 
and Saudi Arabia.

“Such a deal poses a danger 
to Hamas,” Ibish wrote, “be-
cause the benefits of  its ’sig-
nificant Palestinian component’ 
would have accrued to Fatah 
in the West Bank, at Hamas’s 
expense.”

Hamas knew Israel would re-
spond with disproportionate ag-
gression. It also knew tens of  
thousands of  Gazans would die 
and 2 million more would suffer. 
Did Hamas really have Gazans’ 
interests at heart? No.

Hamas’s actions were a cyni-
cal means of  self-preservation, 
goading Israel into a trap that 
it should not have responded 
to. As Ibish wrote, “outrageous 
overreach by terrorists typically 
aims to provoke overreach.”

There’s integrity in signs that 
say things like, “Pro-Palestine, 
Anti-Hamas,” “Pro-Peace, 
Anti-Hamas,” or “Anti-
Netanyahu, Anti-Hamas, Pro-
Mideast Peace.”

You can be against the Israeli 
occupation and its indiscrimi-
nate overpowering response and 
you can still criticize Hamas and 
be pro-Palestine. Wessel tried to 
point that out. I wish his words 
had been taken to heart and nu-
ance had won out.

Christian Avard
Unity, N.H.

Short-term 
rentals, short-
term gains

RE: “Crushing the hous-
ing crisis” [Voices Live! 

Forum, Apr. 10]:
I see as a huge problem the 

number of  apartments and 
houses being used as short-term 
vacation rentals instead of  by 
“real Vermonters” who need 
places to live.

I read of  a wealthy young 
couple who had purchased more 

than a dozen properties here in 
Vermont — all for their own 
Airbnb profits.

I’m not sure how to cap 
Airbnb offerings here, but in my 
own little town of  3,000 peo-
ple, there are nearly a thousand 
Airbnb spaces.

Some of  these are just spare 
bedrooms, but a good amount 
are entire houses or apart-
ments that have been taken off 
the market for people living and 
working in Vermont and made 
available only to vacationers.

There are loads of  homeown-
ers making obscene amount of  
money at the expense of  locals 
who need to find housing. I get 
it: Why settle for $900 a month 
from a long-term tenant when 
you can make $2,000 a month 
renting through Airbnb?

But the cost to locals is bigger 
than it should be.

Holly Bartel
Bellows Falls

Another choice 
for end-of-life 
autonomy

RE: “A matter of  choice” 
[News, Apr. 17]:

As a physician and a hospice 
volunteer, I read with interest 
the recent article highlighting 

a person who chose to end 
their life with a prescribed 
medication.

It was most surprising to me, 
however, that the article did not 
mention another option for peo-
ple at the final stage of  life.

Certainly, very few people 
would choose to end their life in 
prolonged pain and suffering, 
and thankfully there are multi-
ple other options at present.

People who feel it is their 
time to leave this world can 
also choose to stop eating and 
drinking. It is gentle, essen-
tially without discomfort, and 
allows nature to take its course 
while family members attend at 
home, with medical supervision 
available.

My own father made this 
choice, and recently a neighbor 
of  mine did as well. It was right 
for them.

I am surprised and disap-
pointed that the article in The 
Common s did not mention this 
choice that those who are close 
to the end of  life currently have.

Burt Tepfer
Putney

Killing Windham 
Elementary

RE: “Windham school law-
suit moves ahead, but most 

claims dismissed” [News, May 
1]:

How to murder a school: 
Trash talk it and undermine 
board members; repeatedly vote 
to close it.

Persuade parents to withdraw 
their students; drive out dedi-
cated, talented staff.

Sue it.
Jean Anne Kiewel

Brattleboro

Teachers missed 
out on once-
in-a-lifetime 
opportunity

The recent eclipse that 
Vermonters were able 

to experience was beyond 
breathtaking.

My husband and I enjoyed 
the 2017 eclipse together with 
friends. This year, we were look-
ing forward to enjoying totality 
or getting as close to it as pos-
sible and sharing it with our 
daughter, who was born in 2019.

We made it up to St. 
Johnsbury and waited in an-
ticipation. The darkness, the 

silence, and the temperature 
drop during totality — followed 
by the cheers and applause — 
was simply amazing and memo-
rable. My daughter and I talked 
about it for days afterward.

The only thing missing from 
this experience this time was 
my husband, who was stuck at 
school for the entire day, until 
4 p.m.

Students were given a half  
day due to “safety concerns,” 
but staff were required to stay 
until 4, per their contract. 
No teacher workshops were 
planned. It was the first day of  
the quarter so there was not 
even any homework to grade.

Less than a month ago, my 
husband and his colleagues 
worked a full day and then 
stayed until 7 p.m. for parent-
teacher conferences.

The eclipse was perhaps a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, 
undoubtedly an educational ex-
perience to share with students. 
I don’t understand why super-
intendent Mark Speno felt the 
need to keep the staff at work, 
especially if  there was “a safety 
concern” serious enough to re-
lease students early.

Amy Moore
Brattleboro
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  Last week saw the sea-
son openers for the 
two local schools of-
fering Ultimate Disc 

as a varsity sport this year — 
Brattleboro and Leland & Gray.

 On April 29, Leland & Gray 
lost to Burr & Burton, 15-1, 
while Brattleboro rallied to beat 
Mill River, 12-10, on May 2.

The Rebels and the Bears 
then faced each other in 
Townshend on May 3, and the 
Bears came away with a 12-7 
win.

These two schools share a 
common bond. While the big-
ger schools in Vermont have 
enough students to have both 
boys’ and girls’ varsity teams, 
Brattleboro and Leland & Gray 
are co-ed and try to hold their 
own against the all-male teams.

The Bears and Rebels also 
have mutual respect for each 
other as the trailblazers in 
high school Ultimate Disc in 
Vermont. It hasn’t been easy, 
but it takes a certain type of  
person to play a sport that has 
no o�  cials and minimal coach-
ing and counts on cooperation, 
creativity, and fair play to run 
smoothly.

Rebels coach Eric Emerson 
said he “kind of  fell into” 
coaching the team this year 
when the position suddenly 
became open. He admits he is 
“brand new to the sport,” but 
is impressed by the spirit of  his 
players.

Bears coach Nate Blunk 
agreed with Emerson, citing the 
“depth of  leadership and great 
knowledge of  the game” of  
Rebels senior handlers Trevor 
Hazelton and Jackson Fillion 
in addition to how they guided 
their teammates.

Blunk has lots of  players on 
his squad, and despite about 
10 of  them not making the trip 
to Townshend, he had scor-
ing power on hand as Colby 
Bristol scored � ve goals to lead 
the Bears.

Trevor and Drew Hazelton 
had the Rebels’ only goals as 
the Bears built up an 8-2 lead 
before intermission. Trailing 
11-3 with 15 minutes to play, 
the Rebels made a game of  it 
with a � urry of  goals by Fillion 
and freshman receiver/handler 
Miles Seiz before time expired.

“We played great in the sec-
ond half,” said Emerson, adding 
that they played hard and didn’t 
give up. “That’s pretty charac-
teristic of  these kids.”

The Bears and Rebels will 
play each other twice more 
this season; on May 13 in 
Brattleboro and May 31 in 
Townshend. Both teams are 
� lled with good athletes who 
embody the ethos of  Ultimate 
— that you can be aggressive 
and intense during the game 
and share snacks and hang out 
with your opponents after the 
game.

 Softball 
• Bellows Falls is playing like 

a team that expects another shot 
at a Division III state title. They 
showed that last week with a 
pair of  wins over two upper di-
vision schools.

On May 2 in Westminster, 
the Terriers came back to beat 
Division I Burr & Burton, 8-4. 
Trailing 2-0 with two outs in 
their half  of  the third inning, 
BF scored seven runs to take the 
lead to stay.

Riley Haskell started it all 
with a walk, Izzy Stoodley fol-
lowed with a single to right, and 
Jaclyn Fletcher then cleared the 
bases with a towering three-run 
homer over the left � eld fence. 
Natalie Noyes kept it going 
when she reached on an error, 
Emma Thompson walked, and 
both came home on a two-run 
double by Aliya Farmer. Grace 
Hayes followed with an RBI 
double and ultimately scored on 
a passed ball to make it 7-2.

Stoodley was the winning 
pitcher, allowing four runs on 
six hits with 11 strikeouts over 
seven innings. She also went 
3-for-4 at the plate.

The next day in Westminster, 
Stoodley was the heroine, as she 
drove in the winning runs in the 
bottom of  the eighth to give BF 
a 3-2 win over a top Division II 
team, Otter Valley.

The Otters broke a 1-1 tie 
in the top of  the eighth with 
a run-scoring hit by Ady 
Humiston before Stoodley’s 
two-run hit in the bottom half  
of  the inning ended the con-
test. BF ended the week at 
5-2 with the No. 2 ranking in 
Division III at the midpoint of  
the season.

• Brattleboro is still searching 
for its � rst win. On April 30 at 
Sawyer Field, the Bears lost to 
Spring� eld, 7-5.

• Proctor scored seven runs 
in the � rst and seven more runs 
in the third in a 20-4 win in 
� ve innings over visiting Twin 
Valley on May 3. Two days ear-
lier, the Wildcats lost 26-7 to 
Leland & Gray.

• The win over Twin Valley, 
together with a 13-2 home loss 
to West Rutland on April 29, 
gives Leland & Gray a 4-2 re-
cord for the season.

 Baseball 
• Brattleboro got its � rst two 

wins of  the season last week. 
On April 30 at Tenney Field, 
Jayke Glidden pitched the game 
of  his life. After giving up a hit 
in the � rst inning, he proceeded 
to strike out 15 Windsor bat-
ters as the Bears steamrolled the 
Yellowjackets, 26-0, in � ve in-
nings. Brattleboro feasted on 
Windsor pitching, scoring 13 
runs in the second inning to 
start the rout.

Along with a 14-0 vic-
tory over Northampton, 
Massachusetts, under the 
Tenney Field lights on May 3, 
the Bears improved to 2-4.

• Bellows Falls lost to Burr 
& Burton, 9-1, on May 2 at 
Hadley Field, and then suf-
fered an agonizing 5-4 loss to 
visiting Otter Valley on May 3. 
The Otters took a 4-0 lead, but 
then gave up three runs to the 
Terriers on errors. The game 
was tied 4-4 in the bottom of  
the sixth inning. BF was poised 
to take the lead, as they had the 
bases loaded with two outs, but 
Otters reliever Jacob Warrell 
came and got the � nal out.

Wyatt Cone then scored what 
was ultimately the winning run 
for the Otters in the seventh in-
ning. He walked, got to second 
on a passed ball, went to third 
on a ground out and then came 
home on a wild pitch. The two 
losses dropped Bellows Falls to 
4-3 on the season.

• Leland & Gray clobbered 
visiting Stratton Mountain 
School, 21-1, on May 4. Along 
with an 8-7 loss to Arlington in 
extra innings on April 29 and 
a 15-4 road win in � ve innings 
over Twin Valley on May 1, the 
Rebels ended the week at 3-5.

• Twin Valley had a rough 
week with a 20-1 loss to Mill 
River on April 29 and a 19-2 
road loss on May 3 to fall to 0-4 
on the season.

 Lacrosse 
• The Brattleboro boys got 

their � rst win of  the season on 
April 29 with an 8-1 victory 

over Stratton Mountain School. 
James Fagley led the Bears 
with three goals and an assist, 
Cam Cruz and Alex Dick both 
had a goal and an assist, and 
Gabe Belleci-Jeppesen, Will 
Miskovich, and defenseman 
Sam Madow each added a goal.

• The Brattleboro girls bat-
tled Mount Anthony and the 
elements in an 18-11 loss to 
the Patriots in Bennington on 
April 30. The game was held 
up for nearly 75 minutes due to 
a weather delay. Maren Sawyer 
made nine saves for the Bears, 
while Sophie Albright scored 
four goals and Abby Henry 
added three more goals.

 Uni� ed basketball 
• Brattleboro stayed unde-

feated as the Bears edged Otter 
Valley, 46-41, on April 29. 
Brattleboro’s Austin Pinette 
led all scorers with 16 points. 
Teammates Ashley Cleveland 
and Caden Russell added six 
points each, while Josh Starkey, 
Tyler Bolduc, and Alexx 
LaBounty had four points each, 
and Shaeleigh Willard, Bobby 
Petrie, and J White had two 
points each.

• Twin Valley played the 
Spring� eld Cosmos to a 40-40 
tie on May 2. It was the stron-
gest e� ort of  the debut season 
for the Wildcats Uni� ed squad. 
Spring� eld had a 10-4 lead over 
the visiting Wildcats at the end 
of  the � rst quarter, but Twin 
Valley went on a 10-0 run in the 
second quarter to take a 26-22 
lead at the half.

Twin Valley held a 34-28 
lead over the Cosmos head-
ing into the fourth quarter, but 
Spring� eld rallied and tied the 
game at 38-all heading into the 
� nal two minutes, and the teams 
traded baskets to end the game 
in a draw. Every Wildcat scored 
at least one basket, with Brady 
Lackey and Thomas and John-
Michael Richard as the stand-
outs for 0-4-1 Twin Valley.

 Tennis 
• The undefeated Brattleboro 

boys edged Mount Anthony, 
4-3, at the BUHS courts on 
April 29. The Bears got wins 
from the No. 2 doubles team of  
Jackson Pals and Elias Frazier 
Olsen, and from Nate Kim, Leo 
Bodett, and Ben Berg in singles 
play.

The Bears kept rolling with 
a 6-1 road win over Rutland on 

May 1. Berg and Thomas Hyde 
and Pals and Eben Wagner 
swept the doubles matches, 
while Kim, Malo Renault, Mark 
Richards, and Dorian Paquette 
were the singles winners.

• The Brattleboro girls lost 
to Mount Anthony, 6-1, in 
Bennington on April 29, and 
were shut out by Rutland, 7-0, 
at the BUHS courts on May 1. 
The Bears then took a 5-2 de-
cision over Mount St. Joseph at 
the BUHS courts on May 3 to 
improve their record to 2-3.

• The Bellows Falls girls eked 
out a 4-3 road win over Mount 
St. Joseph on April 29.

 Learn to row 
with the BOC 

• Are you interested in learn-
ing to row? RowBOC is taking 
applications for its Learn-to-
Row Clinic which begins on 
June 8. RowBOC is a program 
of  the Brattleboro Outing Club, 
and has been o� ering a 10-ses-
sion rowing clinic every year 
since 2008.

Participants will learn the ba-
sics of  rowing, as well as how to 

get in and out of  a boat safely, 
launch and land from the dock, 
stop, turn the boat around, row 
forward and backward, and ex-
perience the joy of  mastering a 
challenging skill in the shallow 
and calm waters of  the West 
River under the supportive in-
struction of  RowBOC Master 
Rowers.

For more information, go 
to  brattleborooutingclub.org-
rowing-clinics-lessons  or email 
rowboc@gmail.com . Space is 
limited and the clinic usually 
� lls up.

 Senior bowling 
roundup 

• The � rst week of  the 
spring/summer season of  the 
Brattleboro Senior Bowling 
League at Brattleboro Bowl on 
May 2 saw Half  Normal (5-
0) debut in � rst place. There’s 
a three-way tie for second be-
tween High Rollers, Three 
Musketeers, and Spare Change 
(all 4-1), followed by Fab Four 
(3-2), Slo Movers (2-3), Stayin’ 
Alive and Split Happens (both 
1-4), and Misguided (0-5).

Roberta Parsons had the 
women’s high handicap game 
(241) and series (662), while 
Marty Adams had the men’s 
high handicap game (279) and 
Robert Rigby had the high 
handicap series (689). Half  
Normal had the high team 
handicap game (864) and series 
(2,438).

Rigby had the men’s high 
scratch series (668) with games 
of  235, 233, and 200. Chuck 
Adams had a 615 series with 
games of  246 and 207. John 
Walker had a 596 series with 
games of  216, 200, and 180, 
while Marty Adams had a 
545 series with a 228 game. 
Duane Schillemat had a 526 se-
ries, Milt Sherman and Gary 
Montgomery both had a 520 se-
ries, Skip Shine had a 514 series 
with a 189 game, and Wayne 
Randall rolled a 195 game.

Carol Gloski had the women’s 
high scratch series (439), with a 
pair of  160 games, while Shirley 
Aiken had the high scratch 
game (163). Nancy Dalzell and 
Parsons each had a 162 game. 

 Bears, Rebels open Ultimate Disc season  
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  RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS 

Leland & Gray’s Trevor Hazelton, right, soars to make a catch during the � rst half  of  an Ultimate Disc game 
against Brattleboro on May 3 in Townshend. 

  RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS 

Bellows Falls shortstop Emma Spaulding � elds a throw while Burr & Burton baserunner 
Malaya Greene slides safely to complete a successful stolen base attempt in the � rst 
inning of  their softball game on May 2 in Westminster. 

RANDOLPH 
T. HOLHUT , 
deputy editor of 
this newspaper, has 
written this column 

since 2010 and has covered 
sports in Windham County 
since the 1980s. Readers can 
send him sports information 
at  news@commonsnews.
org . 
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