
HOOD 
CLEANING
Kitchen Exhaust 

603-762-3433
durlingcleaning.com

Birkenstock 
Sandals!

THE SHOE TREE
Main St. Brattleboro

802-254-8515

Summer Camp
Season is coming!

Sandals 
& Swimsuits

Whippersnappers 
Hannaford Plaza

Brattleboro

VT STATE 
INSPECTIONS

$50
No appt. needed  

GOUIN SERVICES
802-257-1800

500 Guilford Street
Brattleboro

SPRING SPECIAL 
6 MONTHS 
$233.50

Supreme Fitness
1589 Putney Rd, 

Brattleboro 
802-257-4944

Tuxedo & Suit 
Rentals

For weddings, 
proms & more

Vermont Artisan Designs
106 Main St. Brattleboro

802-257-7044

THE NEW ENGLAND HOUSE 
RESTAURANT & TAVERN
Let’s Do Breakfast!

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Wednesday-Sunday 8-2

DINNER 
Friday & Saturday 4:30-8

254 Marlboro Road, 
Brattleboro

TheNewEnglandHouseVT.com

THE MARINA
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10:30am - 2pm
Regular Menu: 

2pm - 8pm
vermontmarina.com

802-257-7563

TERRIFIC TAG SALE
SATURDAY, MAY 4  

8:30AM-2PM
Corner of Bradley Ave. 

& Putney Rd.
St. Michael’s 

Episcopal Church
Benefitting Loaves 

& Fishes

HOT DOG BOWL
$12 = 2 games, shoes, 

hot dog and drink
Tuesday, April 23 
10:am - 2:00 pm

BRATTLEBORO BOWL
865 Putney Road
802-257-1177

Brattleboro Area
Farmers Market

OPENING MAY 4TH
9am - 2pm

570 Western Ave.
Brattleboro

May through October
Homemade - Homegrown

Handcrafted

Cultivating
Vitality

with Qigong
Saturdays, 10am-11am 

$10 per session
The Old Schoolhouse 

South Newfane
marcia.hylan@gmail.com

Special section for
SUMMER CAMPS
in The Commons!
Let us help you fill 

registrations!
Contact one of our ad reps:

lori@commonsnews.org
nancy@commonsnews.org

Brattleboro Memorial 
Hospital is proud 
to celebrate our 

120th Anniversary 
of serving our 
community!

1904 – 2024

Promote your 
local offerings for 

MOTHER’S DAY
in The Commons!
Your ad will be seen 
by 20,000+ readers.

lori@commonsnews.org
nancy@commonsnews.org

RESERVE THIS 
AD SPACE

Your ad will be one of
the first readers see
for only $35/week!

Contact us:
ads@commonsnews.org

1-888-511-5150
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Brought to you only with the enthusiastic support of our R E A D E R S ,  D O N O R S ,  A D V E R T I S E R S ,  and  V O L U N T E E R S
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— thanks to hundreds of readers who chip 
in because they believe that a community 

thrives when everyone has access to news. 
If you appreciate this community resource

 and can a� ord to chip in, please join us now! 
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 Brattleboro must 
decide on contract 
for solid waste, 
with few options 
 Casella is the only hauler 
to o� er service so far, and 
would require adopting an 
automated collection model, 
ending pay-as-you-throw  
 By Virginia Ray
  The Commons

  BRATTLEBORO—As the 
town approaches the end of  its 
current contract for solid waste 
collection, the only company in-
terested in handling town trash in 
future has a caveat about how that 
will ultimately work: automation.

Assistant Town Manager 
Patrick Moreland, who met with 
Selectboard members April 16 to 
lay out the plan for collection after 
the current contract ends June 30, 
called the mechanization quali� er 

“either a deal-maker or a deal-
breaker, depending on how you 
look at it.”

In February, the board re-
quested that town sta�  members 
proceed with the request for qual-
i� cations process to identify who 
might be the town’s next solid 
waste hauler.

Moreland said letters of  inter-
est from quali� ed � rms were soi-
licited via newspaper ads as well 
as by direct contact to 10 � rms 
in and outside Vermont, includ-
ing Casella, the company that last 

 By Joyce Marcel
  The Commons

   TOW N S H E N D —
The people of  the 
West River Valley 
love Grace Cottage 

Family Health & Hospital for 
its role in providing health care 
to this underserved rural area, 
but they might not realize the 
economic contribution it makes 
to the region.

 While Grace Cottage — by 
numerous metrics, the smallest 
hospital in Vermont — relies on 

philanthropy to continue pro-
viding its services, it also pours 
a signi� cant amount of  money 
back into Windham County.

Founded in 1949, Grace 
Cottage o� ers a small, 19-bed 
hospital; a recently updated 
24-hour emergency room; 
a laboratory; a pharmacy; a 
rural health clinic with 13 
primary care providers who 
provide more than 30,000 pa-
tient visits per year; in-patient 
and out-patient physical and 
occupational therapy; and a 

With a $33 million budget, 

Grace Cottage Family Health & 

Hospital works to keep as much 

of that money as possible in its 

underserved, rural economy

T h e  C H A N G I N G  E C O N O M Y

State’s smallest 
hospital makes big 

economic impact

  RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS 

Grace Cottage Family Health & Hospital Board chair 
and president Martha Dale. 

  COURTESY PHOTO 

An architectural drawing of  Grace Cottage Family Health’s proposed new clinic in Townshend. Fundraising 
is underway to cover the $20 million cost of  the project. 

■ SEE GRACE COTTAGE, A2

 By Kevin O’Connor
  VtDigger

  BRATTLEBORO—Five 
years ago, this community re-
ceived an early Christmas pres-
ent with the November 2019 
news of  a proposed $30 mil-
lion arts and apartment block 
for downtown.

“This project,” Brattleboro 
Museum & Art Center director 
Danny Lichtenfeld said then of  
the priciest Main Street plan in 
local history, “will encourage 
enduring economic and civic 
vitality.”

Four months later, the 

Brattleboro wonders about 
the future of its downtown

‘We’re in a bit of a 
trough, but I see 
good signs,’ says 
one developer 
amid a churn 
of storefronts

  JIM COMMENTUCCI/SPECIAL TO THE COMMONS 

Sam’s Outdoor Out� tters closed its landmark Main Street store on April 14. ■ SEE DOWNTOWN, A3

 By Robert F. Smith
  The Commons

  BELLOWS FALLS—The 
century-old historic train station 
on the Island is moving into the 
second phase of  its restoration 
and redevelopment as the Bellows 
Falls Intermodal Transportation 
Center (BFITC).

Built in 1923, with some parts 
of  the basement dating back to 
the original depot built in 1849, 
the station was listed on the 
National Register of  Historic 
Places in 1982. It is still in daily 
use as a bus and rail station, 
serviced by Green Mountain 
Railroad (GMRC), Amtrak, and 
Greyhound.

The 21.5-acre piece of  land on 
which it stands, locally referred 
to as the Island, is bordered on 
the north, east, and south by the 
Connecticut River.

The Island was formed by 
the construction of  a multi-lock 
transportation canal on its west-
ern border that functioned for 
more than 200 years.

The canal, completed in 1802, 
allowed barges to circumvent 
what the Western Abenaki called 
Kchi Pôntegok — the Great Falls 
of  the Connecticut River. It is 
now used to power a hydroelec-
tric power plant at the Island’s 

southern end.
The area is adjacent to the 

downtown Square and is part 
of  the Bellows Falls Downtown 
Historic District.

With the help of  Vermont’s 
congressional delegation, the 
project was awarded a $1.8 million 
Consolidated Rail Infrastructure 
and Safety Improvement Program 
grant from the Federal Railroad 
Administration.

The complete restoration and 
renovation of  the property is esti-
mated to cost around $4.3 million. 
The project has been awarded 
grants totaling $3.5 million at this 
point, and is seeking $846,000 in 
matching funds, which can also 
come from other grants.

The first of  the project’s 
three planned phases is nearly 
completed.

Rockingham Development 
Director Gary Fox recently said 
in an interview that the town is 
in the process of  applying for 
more grants, and that in order 
to get them, “you’ve got to show 
what you’ve been doing. You’ve 
got to show commitment and 
readiness.”

Among the accomplishments 
of  Phase I were an environmental 
assessment of  the site, a hazard-
ous materials assessment, and cost 
estimates based on a rough design 
of  the project.

The town also needed to ac-
quire a lease from the state for the 
land underneath the building and 
to � nalize the lease for the build-
ing itself  from the Vermont Rail 
System (VRS).

Fox explained that the plan is 

 Bellows Falls train 
station project 
moves forward 
 In July, the historic 
structure on the Island 
will undergo asbestos and 
lead abatement, as well 
as foundation repairs  

■ SEE TRASH, A5

■ SEE TRAIN STATION, A4
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n Grace Cottage
� FROM SECTION FRONT

hospice room.
“As the largest employer in 

Windham County outside of  
Brattleboro, we currently employ 
229 individuals,” said CEO and 
president Doug DiVello. “Most 
of  these employees live within a 
short distance of  Grace Cottage, 
shop locally, and have a significant 
impact on the region’s economy.”

Of  those employees, 169 are 
full-time, 17 are part-time, and 
43 are per diem.

All together, Grace Cottage, 
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital, 
and the Brattleboro Retreat em-
ploy the largest percentage of  
employees in any single sector 
— in this case health care — in 
Windham County.

The staff  has a strong sense 
of  devotion to the hospital. For 
the second year in a row, it was 
named Vermont’s Best Place to 
Work in the medium-sized busi-
ness category by Vermont Business 
Magazine and the Vermont 
Chamber of  Commerce.

Approximately 75% of  the 
hospital’s $33 million budget will 
be spent on salaries. That ought 
to mean a significant amount of  
money for those 229 employees 
to put into the many local busi-
nesses of  Windham County, New 
Hampshire, or wherever they live.

But where they live might not 
be where they want to live, be-
cause Windham County has a 
serious housing shortage at the 
moment.

“The number one question 
that somebody who’s considering 

a job has is, ‘Can I find housing 
nearby?’” said Grace Cottage 
Board Chair and President 
Martha Dale.

“And it is a challenge,” she 
continued. “I don’t know the geo-
graphic distribution of  our staff, 
but I know a fair number travel 
over from New Hampshire. They 
come from all around.”

Dale is sure that some Grace 
Cottage people commute as long 
as an hour “because either that’s 
where they wanted to live or 
where they found housing or 
whatever. So, yes, it’s a major 
issue.”

The issue has become even 
more critical because Grace 
Cottage is now recruiting for a 
new president and CEO to re-
place DiVello, who will retire on 
Sept. 30.

“Right now we’re doing a 
search, and housing and reloca-
tion is a major factor for anybody 
we’re going to attract to that posi-
tion,” Dale said, explaining that 
“you can sell a position and the 
challenges and the vision of  the 
organization as best as you can.”

“But somebody who’s mak-
ing a choice to to throw their hat 
in the ring to be considered as a 
candidate is also going to going 
to want to know what the likeli-
hood is that they’re going to find 
a house in their price range,” she 
continued.

Prospective employees, Dale 
added, “also want to know if  
they’re going to find a house 
where their kids can go to school 

the best qualified as near geo-
graphically to our service area 
as we can.”

Buy local
For the 25% of  the annual 

budget not committed to salaries, 
the hospital tries to spend locally 
when it can.

I t  uses  Brunel l e  &  Son 
C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  b a s e d  i n 
Brattleboro; DeCamp Plumbing 
and Heating, of  Putney; and 
Lawrence & Lober Electric, of  
Rockingham — “just off the top 
of  my head, all local vendors,” 
said Andrea Seaton, senior direc-
tor of  development, marketing, 
and community relations.

“We’d be happy to buy more, 
but there’s not much that we can 
buy locally — not sheets and pil-
lows, medicines, computer net-
works, or TVs,” she said.

The hospital also procures 
building materials from WW 
Building Supply in Newfane and 
Wilmington (whose owner, Ed 
Druke, also serves on the Grace 
Cottage board of  trustees as vice 
president). It source food from 
Townshend-based River Bend 
Farm Market, although it uses US 
Foods, based in New York, “for 
most of  our food for patients and 
employees,” Seaton said.

In all, Grace Cottage spends 
money with 60 local businesses.

Over the past year, Grace 
Cottage has contracted locally for 
rubbish removal, new construc-
tion, advertising, and tent rentals 
with local vendors, and the hospi-
tal contributes to the Townshend 
Cemetery Commission. It pur-
chased mulch from the Vermont 
Mulch Company, services from 
the Richards Group, and paint 
from Sherwin Williams, all in 
Brattleboro.

KitKat’s Embroidery is a sole-
proprietor shop in Chester; the 
owner makes flags and silkscreens 
T-shirts and hats for events such 
as the hospital’s Health Golf  
Tournament and its Fair Day.

“We could send the jobs out to 
some big multinational corpora-
tion, but we don’t,” said Charma 
Bonanno, the hospital’s associate 
director of  development, market-
ing, and community relations. 
“We want to keep it local when 
we can.”

Grace Cottage pays for mem-
bership in the Windham Solid 
Waste Management District, 
which is also in Brattleboro. It is 
a sponsor of  the golf  tournaments 
of  both Brattleboro Memorial 
Hospital and the Winston L. 
Prouty Center for Child and 
Family Development, which, in 
turn, sponsor Grace Cottage’s 
golf  tournament at the Haystack 
Golf  Club in Wilmington.

Green Mountain Power is an-
other vendor from the region, as 
are Best Septic, Miller Milk, and 
Abatem Exterminating.

An economic 
challenge to the 
community

Dale considers Grace Cottage’s 
very existence to be an economic 
driver. But in a larger sense, Grace 
Cottage challenges its community, 
especially Townshend, to think 
about its infrastructure.

“Whenever you engage in 
community infrastructure proj-
ects, or buildings, or whatever, 
you are ultimately going to en-
hance the grand list,” Dale said.

“But in a more demonstrable 
way, you’re going to enhance the 
development potential in your 
community,” she noted. “And 
I think whatever Grace Cottage 
engages in that, it encourages the 
towns that it serves to think about 
their infrastructure-building.”

Such a project, Dale added, is 
“ultimately going to have a posi-
tive impact on those communities 
themselves.”

“It increases the potential for 
other developments and the like,” 
she said.

MONTPELIER—With 
spring clearing underway in 
parts of  the state, the Vermont 
Department of  Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) is remind-
ing Vermonters to follow a few 
guidelines for on-premise or 
backyard open burning.

“Burning materials from 
spring cleanup can release 
harmful pollution that can im-
pact neighboring properties,” 
said DEC Commissioner Jason 
Batchelder in a news release. 
“By following these guidelines, 
Vermonters can help reduce air 
pollution, avoid nuisance im-
pacts, and protect human and 
environmental health.”

On-premise or backyard 

burning of  brush, deadwood, 
or tree cuttings collected from 
normal property maintenance is 
allowed under the Vermont Air 
Pollution Control Regulations, 
as long as no public or private 
nuisance, such as excessive 
smoke, is created.

Use these guidelines during 
backyard burning:

• Allow green materials to dry 
before burning.

• Consider the wind speed 
and direction before burning.

• Check the Fire Danger 
Forecast from Forests, Parks 
and Recreation and postpone 
burning during periods of  el-
evated fire danger.

• Check the Air Quality 

Forecast and postpone burn-
ing if  atmospheric conditions 
are not favorable to disperse 
the smoke.

• Obtain a local burn permit 
from your Town Fire Warden.

• Ensure that the fire burns 
hot.

“Our best suggestion is to 
avoid burning altogether and 
let the materials decompose 
naturally,” said John Wakefield, 
compliance section chief  for the 
DEC Air Quality and Climate 
Division.

Find tips on what to do with 
excess leaves, grass, and wood 
— such as composting and 
brush piles — from the DEC 
at dec.vermont.gov.

and where their spouses can 
work.”

“All of  these tend to factor in,” 
she said.

A new clinic
Grace Cottage’s current health 

clinic is crammed into two old 
houses built in the 1840s and is 
bursting at the seams. In 2018, 
it had 21,000 individual patient 
visits, which grew to 31,000 vis-
its in 2022.

The hospital is trying to raise 
$20 million to build a new pri-
mary care clinic and broaden its 
services.

It hopes to submit its Act 250 

application in June for a proposed 
23,000-square-foot accessible 
building, with improved parking 
and easier access to the hospital’s 
lab and diagnostic services. If  
things go well, the hospital hopes 
to break ground in spring 2025.

At the beginning of  April, U.S. 
Rep. Becca Balint, D-Vt., was 
able to secure an additional $1.5 
million in federal funding for the 
project, which has now raised 
$7.8 million.

“As long as we have targeted 
congressional spending like 
this in the appropriations pro-
cess, it enables us in Congress to 
work together as Democrats and 
Republicans,” Balint said when 
she made the announcement.

“So much has fallen apart in 
Congress, so many things have 
made it so difficult for us to work 
together, and having this congres-
sional spending going directly to 
people’s communities is a signal 
that, first of  all, we are remem-
bering that the most impor-
tant people are the people back 
home,” she continued. “And sec-
ondly, that government can actu-
ally work for people.”

In constructing the new clinic, 
Grace Cottage will try to spend as 
much of  the $20 million as it can 
in Windham County; this is also 
part of  its ability to be an impor-
tant economic driver in the West 
River Valley.

“My hope is that we can em-
ploy local contractors and work-
ers in the building of  this, that we 
can purchase products locally, or 
as locally as we can,” Dale said. 
”With the engineers and regula-
tory specialists that we hire for 
this project, we’re trying to find 

DEC offers advice on 
backyard open burning 

RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS

Grace Cottage Family Health’s clinic in Townshend is crammed into two old houses 
that were built in the 1840s. Work is underway on building a new expanded clinic 
adjacent to these structures to provide a more modern treatment space.



Swap out your old 
water heater. For free.

*Incentives are subject to availability and eligibility. Funding is made possible by your electric utility, Efficiency Vermont, 

and federal funding. Your utility may have additional incentives available. 

Thanks to federal funding, you can now get up to 100% of 
costs covered on a new heat pump water heater.*

Water heating is a home’s second-highest energy expense. The good news: you 
can reduce energy costs by about 50% when you swap out old equipment for a 
qualifying, all-electric heat pump water heater. 

If this offer were any better, we’d be putting money right in your hand:  

• Low-income Vermonters are eligible for 100% of costs covered 
(up to $5,000)

• Moderate-income Vermonters are eligible for 90% of costs covered 
(up to $4,500) 

• Even if you don’t qualify, you can still receive a $600 rebate and low-interest 
financing through Efficiency Vermont’s Home Energy Loan. Federal tax 
credits and additional electric utility incentives can help you save even more. 

Act soon – this funding is available for a limited time only! 

Learn more at: 
efficiencyvermont.com/hpwh 
(888) 921-5990 

efficiencyvermont.com/hpwh
(888) 921-5990

Learn More
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COVID-19 pandemic upended 
everything. The museum and its 
partners at M & S Development 
saw funding for their seven-story 
building dry up as neighboring 
businesses struggled to stay afloat.

Visit downtown today, and 
you’ll see the scars of  ever-chang-
ing times.

At the start of  2023, the 
83-year-old mom-and-pop Hotel 
Pharmacy was felled by chain 
drug stores. Then last fall, the 
150-year-old former Vermont 
National turned Chittenden, 
People’s United, and finally 
M & T Bank closed due to 
consolidation.

And just this month, the 
92-year-old Sam’s Outdoor 
Outfitters shut the doors to its 
Brattleboro store after three gen-
erations of  family operation.

“What’s going to fill this?” one 
last-day Sam’s shopper wondered 
aloud as he browsed the town’s 
largest, longest-operating store 
— deemed by former Gov. Peter 
Shumlin as the Brattleboro equiv-
alent of  Macy’s.

The loss of  a landmark whose 
square footage equals half  a 
football field comes as residents 
continue to complain about peo-
ple asking for money on Main 
Street and more than a half-dozen 
nearby landlords are seeking to 
rent or sell space.

“We’re getting some body 
blows,” said Robert Stevens, a lo-
cal engineer and head of  M & S 
Development, which has worked 

on several projects in town as well 
as on the $56 million renovation 
of  Bennington’s Putnam Block.

But  behind  the  scenes, 
Brattleboro leaders see a flip side. 
The retiring founders of  several 
longtime shops, starting with 
the four-decade-old Everyone’s 
Books, have successfully sold 
their businesses to new owners. 
Main Street’s Crosby Block was 
just purchased by a Brooklyn 
buyer for $1 million, while the 
neighboring former M & T Bank 
building is under contract for a 
similar price, according to real 
estate agents.

“Where we are situated is a 
business and cultural hub,” said 
Kate Trzaskos, executive direc-
tor of  the Downtown Brattleboro 
Alliance, which is opening its own 
storefront (at 57 Elliot St., pre-
viously the site of  the Artrageus 
1 gallery) and teaming with the 
local Chamber of  Commerce to 
hire an economic development 
coordinator.

So is the proverbial glass half  
empty or half  full?

As nearly two dozen other 
Vermont downtowns in the 
Main Street America support 
program face the same ques-
tion, Brattleboro is searching for 
answers.

“It does seem like we’re in a bit 
of  a trough,” Stevens said of  his 
community, “but I see good signs 
in terms of  coming out of  it.”

‘Public spaces 
that draw people 
together’

The first seeds of  what’s now 
downtown Brattleboro sprouted 
more than 250 years ago, when 
the banks of  the Connecticut 
River travel  corridor and 
Whetstone Brook tributary at-
tracted the first gristmill in 1762, 
store in 1771, and tavern in 1795.

“There was no miller to the 
mill,” the late historian Mary 
Cabot wrote in the Annals of  
Brattleboro, “but settlers them-
selves could go and grind as they 
might have occasion.”

The 1800s brought the rail-
road, more buildings, and many 
blazes, leading to a switch from 
wooden structures to the historic 
brick ones that stand today, after 
the Great Fire of  1869 inciner-
ated half  of  central downtown.

Main Street had morphed into 
the north-south Route 5 when 
national chains began to build 
their own standalone stores there, 
including the onetime house-
hold names of  Montgomery 
Ward in 1929, A&P in 1939, and 
Woolworth’s in 1956. But soon 
after the arrival of  Interstate 91 
in 1960, such retailers moved out 
to roads nearer the exit ramps.

As internet shopping opportu-
nities have increased, multigener-
ational downtown businesses have 
closed, including the 95-year-old 
Mann’s clothing store in 1996, the 
86-year-old Baker’s newsstand in 
2011, and the 95-year-old Galanes 

sporting goods store turned sou-
venir shop just last month.

Stevens first witnessed the 
problem shortly after moving 
to the area nearly four decades 
ago. The engineer then became 
a part of  the solution by working 
on downtown’s two most recent 
developments: the $10 million 
Brattleboro Food Co-op and af-
fordable housing complex that 
opened in 2012, and the Brooks 
House business and apartment 
block, which was gutted by a 2011 
fire and revived with a $23 million 
restoration in 2014.

“Twenty-first-century com-
munity development must 
include not only housing, res-
taurants, retail, and offices but 
cultural and public spaces that 
draw people together,” Stevens 
said in announcing the museum’s 
proposed $30 million building in 
2019. “We know that investing in 
vibrant downtowns creates jobs, 
increases property values, and at-
tracts young families.”

Stevens still believes that, 
even after the latter project fell 
through. But he recognizes how 
online ordering and video confer-
encing have changed the commu-
nity’s commercial center.

‘You have to 
break the old to 
have the new’

The museum never did expand 
its downtown footprint, but many 
locals still see the area’s future as 
tied to the creative economy.

A nonprofit now owns and op-
erates Main Street’s oldest sur-
viving business, the 1938 Latchis 
Theatre, whose four-story build-
ing also features a hotel, pub, and 

shops.
Artists are sharing space in 

multiple ways. The former W. T. 
Grant store at 181–183 Main St. 
now hosts a gallery and schools 
for photography and dance. A 
nearby century-old High Street 
block features studios for wood-
working, printmaking, and pot-
tery. And some 30 craftspeople 
operate the adjacent Harmony 
Collective store.

“It provides an opportunity 
for all that none could have done 
alone,” Trzaskos said of  the lat-
ter group.

Such creativity extends to the 
town’s former First Baptist and 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist 
buildings — now the Epsilon 
Spires and Stone Church perfor-
mance spaces, respectively — and 
a coming Pliny Park mural proj-
ect in which residents are donat-
ing cracked ceramics to turn into 
a wall-size mosaic.

“It’s really symbolic in a lot 
of  ways,” Trzaskos said of  the 
downtown mural. “You have to 
break the old to have the new.”

An immediate 
need: housing

Although real estate agents 
report local demand for retail 
and office space is weak, a recent 
municipally sponsored hous-
ing action plan found immediate 
need for more than 500 residen-
tial units.

In response, the state has 
awarded tax credits to con-
vert much of  Main Street’s TD 
Bank building into 14 market-
rate apartments and neighbor-
ing Flat Street’s century-old 
DeWitt Block into 15 apartments, 

including studios and one- and 
two-bedroom units.

“The more people [there are] 
living downtown,” Stevens said, 
“the more people will spend 
money on the first floor.”

The engineer rewinds back to 
the day after the Brooks House 
burned in 2011. He was hired to 
accompany emergency respond-
ers to determine if  Main Street’s 
biggest block was stable and 
salvageable.

“Everything was so wet,” he 
recalled. “The building was lit-
erally weeping.”

Stevens didn’t know that 
months later, he would buy the 
smoldering shell of  the five-story 
cornerstone, piece together a re-
building plan, and reopen to a 
Vermont Life cover story head-
lined “Miracle on Main Street.”

“We have cycles, good times 
and bad times,” he said this 
month. “Downtown is in a low 
spot now, and it feels a little 
harder this time.”

Then again, the Brooks House, 
relying on a mix of  storefronts, 
meeting spaces, and apartments, 
is fully rented for the first time 
since its rebirth.

“With a large number of  small 
businesses, you have diversity and 
that gives you some resilience,” 
Stevens said.

“We keep getting knocked 
down, but we keep getting back 
up. People are willing to have 
faith, take a risk and put their 
sweat and equity into reinvest-
ment,” he added.

He finds that encouraging.
“When we don’t get back up, 

that’s when we have to worry,” 
Stevens said.

n Downtown� FROM SECTION FRONT

BRATTTLEBORO HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Sam’s Outdoor Outfitters in Brattleboro started out as an Army & Navy store, selling 
military surplus alongside work clothing.

KEVIN O’CONNOR/VTDIGGER.ORG

The 150-year-old former Vermont National turned Chittenden, People’s United and 
finally M&T Bank is one of  several currently empty downtown Brattleboro properties.
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To advertise, call 
802-246-6397 
or email ads@

commonsnews.org

Your local sources for 
home improvement

Transcribing, Editing 
and Proofreading 
Services
Accurate, Confidential, 
Fast Turn-Around, Fair Pricing

Elizabeth:  
elizabethjulia88@aol.com; 

802-257-7475

Since 1988

36 Elliot St, Brattleboro
brattbooks@gmail.com

Planning to 
reopen May 4th
Open Thr. / Fri. / Sat.

11AM - 5PM
Sun. 11AM - 4PM

802-257-7777

Temporary home to the 
area’s best USED books.

25,000 USED BOOKS

APRIL 29 - MAY 3
LUNCH SPECIALS

$9.50
Mon. - Meatloaf

Tue. - Chicken Marsala 
Wed. - Pulled Pork 

� ur. - Clam Strip Rolls
Fri. - Bruschetta Chic. Sand.

***Burgers, salads, apps 
and take out available***

FRIDAY DINNER 5-7pm
Fish Fry dinner

32 Linden St. Brattleboro
802-257-1872

POST #5

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
www.brattleboropost5.org

Notice of Disinterment 

I, Dawn Eckels, am requesting a 

permit from the town of Brattleboro, 

Vermont to exhume the cremated 

remains of Ernest J Belair who died on 

September 1st 1998. His remains are 

in The St. Michael’s cemetery. They 

will be given to Jackie Belair Lee. 

Any family member, town cemetery 

commissioner or other authority 

responsible for cemeteries in the 

municipality can object to the pro-

posed removal by filing a complaint 

in probate court.

Notice of Bid
The Town of Brattleboro Recreation & Parks Department is accepting sealed 
bids for Dehumidifier Replacement at the Nelson Withington Skating Facility. 
This project will be bid on a design-build basis. There will be a Mandatory 
Walk-Thru on Tuesday April 30TH at 10:00 AM at the Nelson Withington Skating 
Facility 61 Memorial Park Drive Brattleboro, VT  05301

For more information regarding this project, please contact the Recreation & 
Parks Department Office at 802-254-5808. 

Sealed bids should be sent to the Town Manager’s Office, 230 Main Street, 
Suite 208, Brattleboro, VT  05301, and must be received by 10:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday, 5/29/24.  

The Town of Brattleboro reserves the right to refuse any and all bids and accept 
the bid that best serves the interest of the Town.

Jewett
Plumbing & Heating

802-254-4963
1090 Western avenue
West brattleboro

Serving the brattleboro area 
with reliable profeSSional Service
Residential • commeRcial
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- complete heating systems
- wateR pumps & systems

802-257-1619
Vernon, VTVernon, VTVernon, VT • stevessepticpumping.com • stevessepticpumping.com

Septic Tank Pumping 
& Portable Toilet Rentals
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staining, radon and arsenic

problems in the Franklin County
area since 1984.

• Water Conditioning
• Free On-Site Water
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• Iron and Manganese Removal
• Radon & Arsenic Removal
• Systems Maintenance
• Home Supplies Delivery

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &
Operated Since 1984

800-252-8484
ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES
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Worried About
Your Water?

NE-315865
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div. of Cushing and Sons
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Your Water?
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Windham County

 B R A T T L E B O R O —
Brattleboro Sunrise Rotary has 
rebooted its walking history tour 
of  Brattleboro, o� ering partici-
pants a journey through time 
while supporting a worthy cause. 
This fundraiser will take place on 
select Saturdays through 2024 at 
11 a.m., with tours on April 27 
and May 18, as well as summer 
and fall tours to be announced.

“This walking tour provides a 
wonderful opportunity for both 
residents and visitors alike to 
connect with the rich history of  
Brattleboro,” Sandy Shriver, one 
of  the Brattleboro Sunrise Rotary 
guides, said in a news release. 
“Not only will participants gain 
a deeper understanding of  our 
town’s past, but they’ll also be 
supporting the important work 
of  Brattleboro Sunrise Rotary in 
our community.”

Led by knowledgeable local 
Rotarian guides, attendees will 
spend 90 minutes walking up 
Brattleboro’s Main Street, delv-
ing into its fascinating history 
from its early beginnings to its 
present-day charm.

According to local guide 
Jonathan Secrest, “Even lifelong 
residents will learn many interest-
ing things they didn’t know about 
Brattleboro.”

With about 10 stops at key 
historical landmarks, partici-
pants will discover the tales of  
Brattleboro’s evolution. While 
older kids are welcome, this tour 
is designed for adults.

All proceeds from the walking 
history tour will directly bene� t 
Brattleboro Sunrise Rotary’s ini-
tiatives, which include supporting 
student scholarships, local proj-
ects and organizations dedicated 
to community development, edu-
cation, and humanitarian e� orts.

Fo r  m o re  i n fo r m a t i o n 
or to purchase tickets, visit 
brattleborosunriserotary.org . 
Tickets are on a sliding scale of  
$20 to $40 per person. Space is 
limited, so early booking is rec-
ommended to secure a spot. 

 Explore 
Brattleboro’s 
history on a 
Walking Tour 
Fundraiser  

  RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/COMMONS FILE PHOTO 

Amtrak’s Vermonter pulls into the Bellows Falls station during a July 2021 celebration 
of  the resumption of  passenger service in Vermont following a shutdown due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
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for the building to be developed 
for other commercial uses as well, 
though the town has pledged to 
keep the building operational as a 
passenger train station with wait-
ing rooms.

He cited the very successful 
Windsor Station restaurant in 
Windsor, housed in a repurposed 
train station, as a model for what 
the Bellows Falls station could 
become.

“That type of  restaurant,” Fox 
said, “generates enough revenue 
to sustain the business and the 
building.”

For many years, the building 
also included a lunch counter and 
kitchen, but that the kitchen was 
destroyed by � re and will be re-
stored as part of  the renovation.

This pre-development and 
planning stage took three years to 
complete, at a cost of  $451,000.

 Breaking ground 
Fox said that Phase II, sched-

uled to begin in July, will involve 
lead and asbestos abatement and 
will also include preservation 
and restoration of  the exterior 
masonry, windows, and doors 
to meet preservation standards 
of  the U.S. Department of  the 
Interior.

That work will also address 
problems with the building’s 
bulkhead and foundation.

Phase II will cost an estimated 
$606,000. Rockingham was 
awarded a $350,000 Northern 
Border Regional Commission 
grant and a $200,000 Vermont 
Downtown Transportation Fund 
grant, which will cover most of  
the necessary expenses.

Phase II is expected to take a 
year, with Phase III scheduled to 
start in July 2025 and run through 
2026.

“At the end of  Phase II,” Fox 
said, “we’ll have the exterior re-
stored, the building envelope 
solid, and the building itself  
healthier.”

Once work on the building’s 
exterior is complete, Phase III 
is an interior rehabilitation esti-
mated to cost between $3.25 and 
$4 million.

The entire project will be 80% 
grant funded, with the town re-
quired to raise the remaining 
20%.

The building will be restored 
while preserving the historic in-
terior. All the internal heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning 
systems will be updated, as will 
the plumbing, electrical, lighting, 
and bathrooms.

In addition to the interior 
work, Phase III will include de-
velopment of  parking, site work, 

and streetscape improvements.
Site work will include wa-

ter and sewer upgrades, drain-
age, blending the exterior raised 
platform with the building, and 
adding sidewalks, among other 
improvements. Safety fencing 
will also create a barrier from the 
nearby railroad tracks.

 A busy place 
Three railroads use rail yards at 

or near the Bellows Falls station.
Green Mountain Railroad, part 

of  the VRS since 2010, and op-
erates a 60-acre rail yard north 
of  Bellows Falls at the site of  
Steamtown, a rail museum that 
operated from 1963 to 1983.

It also has a 8-acre rail yard just 
across the Connecticut River in 
North Walpole, New Hampshire, 
connected to the Island by a his-
toric arched stone bridge that is 
still in daily use. Its rail yard en-
compasses the northern end of  
the Island.

The New England Central 
and Berkshire & Eastern rail-
roads regularly come through 
Bellows Falls to pick up or leave 
freight cars coming to and from 
the GMRC yards.

Since the advent of  rail travel 
in the 1840s, about a third of  the 
Island has been owned by various 
railroad companies. Great River 
Hydro, formerly TransCanada 
and a subsidiary of  Hydro-
Québec, which operates the hy-
droelectric dam at the north end 
of  the Island, owns approximately 
another third.

Because of  this unusual owner-
ship arrangement, Depot Street, 
which cuts across the Island and 
connects it to downtown Bellows 
Falls, only became an o�  cial vil-
lage street last year, even though 
the town has maintained it since 
the 1820s.

 ‘Extra rigorous’ 
attention 

Fox said that the Environmental 
Protection Agency was “extra 
rigorous in [its] investigation of  
the site” for both environmental 
and archaeological reasons in the 
federal agency’s work to revital-
ize the Island.

The Island has not only been 
a major industrial site, with sev-
eral paper mills operating there 
for 150 years, but it also has 
been a historic center of  Native 
American activity, pre-dating 
European colonization by thou-
sands of  years.

Found at the southern end of  
the Island, the Petroglyphs com-
prise one of  the largest collections 
of  Native rock carvings in the 
eastern United States. And local 

historians have written that many 
Native burial sites were uncov-
ered and their contents removed 
during the Island’s development 
beginning in the late 1700s.

Plans for the BFITC project in-
clude how to proceed if  more ar-
chaeological discoveries are made.

 Boosting the 
economy 

The depot project itself  is part 
of  a much larger town plan to re-
develop the Island as part of  the 
historic Bellows Falls downtown 
over the coming decades. The 
focus will be on creating com-
mercial, street-level properties 
with much-needed residential 
space above.

“That’s the goal,” Fox said. 
“We have approximately 250 
housing units in town that are in 
poor shape and offline. People 
can’t � nd quality housing here.”

He noted that the nearby 27-
unit Bellows Falls Garage proj-
ect, just across the street from the 
Island, “� lled up every apartment 
within a week” when it began ac-
cepting tenants last year.

Fox said that he sees projects 
such as the depot and Island re-
development, the new Bellows 
Falls Garage apartments, and nu-
merous others in the works as a 
means of  “driving and develop-
ing our economy. We need new 
quality places for people to work 
and to move into.”

Construction and restoration at 
the train station over the next few 
years will not be the only work 
going on on the Island.

Two major projects — replac-
ing the current tra�  c bridge onto 
Canal Street with a pedestrian-
only bridge, and creating a new 
tra�  c exit o�  the north end of  the 
Island with a bridge that will by-
pass Canal Street altogether — are 

also scheduled to be completed in 
the next few years.

Other projects planned for 
the coming decade and beyond 
include pedestrian pathways 
to connect the depot area with 
the downtown and with nearby 
Riverfront Park [“Bellows Falls 
project envisions a riverfront 
oasis,” Reporter’s Notebook, 
Feb. 7].

The 8-acre park, owned by the 
Bellows Falls Historical Society, is 
being developed to create a his-
torical, interpretive park with a 
Connecticut River heritage cen-
ter, museums, education and 
performance spaces, with an em-
phasis on the arts and recreation. 
The park is also the only location 
in the village that offers direct 

access to the river.
The park’s trail system is being 

connected with other trails in the 
area. A planned Abenaki Cultural 
Heritage Information Center will 
also be included in future devel-
opment for this historic region.

These projects will impact the 
economic growth and develop-
ment of  the town for decades to 
come, Fox said.

“Everything we’re doing is 
helping the economy,” Fox ex-
plained. “This is a small invest-
ment in light of  the return we’ll 
get 10 to 20 years out and be-
yond. Now is the time to make 
this happen. This is once-in-a-
generation, funding like this be-
ing available.” 

■ Train station FROM SECTION FRONT

  ROBERT F. SMITH/THE COMMONS 

The Bellows Falls train station, built in 1923, is in the middle of  a major renovation and preservation project. 



Vermont Independent Media invites you to join our

Voices Live: Conversation 
on Homelessness

TONIGHT: Wednesday, April 24
6:30pm-8pm. Light refreshments served at 6pm.

Brooks Memorial Library
224 Main St, Brattleboro

Mike Pieciak Anne Sosin Elizabeth 
Bridgewater

Libby Bennett Chloe Learey Moderated by
Joyce Marcel

Panelists Include:

Michael Pieciak, Vermont State Treasurer.

Anne N. Sosin, Public Health Researcher 
and Practitioner at Dartmouth College.

Elizabeth Bridgewater, Executive Director, 
Windham & Windsor Housing Trust.

Libby Bennett, Executive Director, 
Groundworks Collaborative. 

Chloe Learey, Executive Director, The Winston Prouty 
Center for Child and Family Development.

Moderated by Joyce Marcel

The public is welcome to join us in 
person, or watch live on Comcast 

channel 1078, or on BCTV’s YouTube 
Channel and Facebook Page.

Scan here 
to watch on 

Facebook

Scan here 
to watch on 

YouTube

NOW HIRING!
Class A CDL Truck 

Driver with minimum 
of 1 year experience. 
Pay commensurate 

with experience.
Full-time with Bene� ts.

Call Jeannette for more 
info or an interview.

802-254-3349

Looking for a great place to live? Or work?  
We are a Level III Residential Care facility with a home-
like atmosphere, robust activities program and personal-

ized, life-enriching care (we are not a nursing home).  
Join our care team or our community and 

begin your stay with us today!
We provide a sign-on bonus for staff, and paid training 

in a supportive, caring environment. 
To learn more, please visit our website at 

www.gardenpathelderliving.org.

Our readers need 
Mother’s Day gift ideas!

Your ad will be seen by 
20,000+ readers.

Contact one of our ad reps!
lori@commonsnews.org

nancy@commonsnews.org
1-888-511-5150 (x2)

Give locals and visitors a reason 
to visit you for Mother’s Day

by advertising in The Commons!

Mother’s Day gift ideas!

I Love You
Mom!

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly.
There is a positive solution for every behavioral problem.
Aggression,
Resource Guarding, 
Reactivity, 
Separation anxiety .......and more!

CPDT-KA,   KPA-CTP,   IAABC- CDBC,   Fear Free certiied.

www.noelhoffmann.com   802 375-5560  noelh@noelhoffmann.com
Westminster, Vermont - Five minutes from Exit 5, I-91.

Noel Hoffmann Dog Training 
& Behavior Consulting

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly.
There is a positive solution for every behavioral 
problem: Aggression, Resource Guarding, 
Reactivity, Separation Anxiety...and more!

Private training in a quiet and safe environment, 
so that you can learn. Fully certified to work 
behavioral cases.

Westminster, Vermont - 5 minutes from Exit 5, I-91.
www.noelhoffmann.com • 802-375-5560
noelh@noelhoffmann.com

CPDT-KA, 
KPA-CTP, 

IAABC-CDBC
Fear Free 
Certified

 Saturday, April 27, is the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Agency’s 
(DEA) National Drug Take 
Back Day. The Windham County 
Prevention Partnership (WCPP) 
says it is using this opportunity to 
raise awareness about proper stor-
age and disposal of  prescription 
medications.

“This initiative addresses a vi-
tal public safety and public health 
issue,” said the WCPP in a news 
release. “Medicines that are left in 
home cabinets are highly suscep-
tible to misuse and abuse. Rates 
of  prescription drug misuse in 
the U.S. are alarmingly high, as 
are the number of  accidental 
poisonings and overdoses due to 
these drugs. Additionally, simply 
throwing unused medicines in the 
trash or � ushing them down the 
toilet risks environmental harm, 
theft, and poses a public health 
hazard.”

Drug Take Back Day gives 
communities the opportunity 
to prevent prescription drug 

abuse and theft by ridding their 
homes of  expired, unused, and 
unwanted prescription drugs. 
The DEA cannot accept liquids, 
needles or sharps, only pills or 
patches.

“It is so important to come to-
gether as a community and do our 
part to help raise awareness and 
take this issue head on. We are 
so grateful for the support we’ve 
seen for this event,” said Elisha 
Underwood, the executive direc-
tor of  West River Valley Thrives 
in Townshend.

Collect your expired or unused 
Rx pills or patches in their origi-
nal bottle or place them in a dis-
posable bag. Be sure to remove or 
cover your personal information. 
Anonymously drop your pills and 
patches in an Rx drug drop box 
near you.

Medications for disposal can be 
dropped o�  at any of  the follow-
ing locations:

• Messenger Valley Pharmacy 
— 170 Grafton Rd., Townshend

•  B r a t t l e b o r o  P o l i c e 
D e p a r t m e n t  —  6 2  B l a ck 
Mountain Rd.

•  Bratt leboro Memorial 
Hospital — 17 Belmont Ave.

•  B e l l ow s  Fa l l s  Po l i c e 
Department — 170 Rockingham 
St.

•  W i l m i n g t o n  P o l i c e 
Department — 2 East Main St.

• Dover Police Department — 
245 VT Route 100.

All locations listed have per-
manent drop boxes located in 
the agency’s lobby, and boxes are 
available for pill disposal during 
open lobby hours, no questions 
asked. Note that these locations 
may have � uctuating hours; call 
ahead to con� rm hours.

Those unable to make it to a 
physical drop box who would like 
a postage-paid bag to dispose of  
unwanted prescriptions via mail 
in a medication-safe envelope 
can request an envelope from the 
Vermont Department of  Health 
at  bit.ly/762-rx . 

THIS SPACE
FOR RENT
You, and some 20,000 
other readers, are 
looking at Windham 
County’s best ad-
vertising value. To 
promote your busi-
ness in the next issue 
of The Commons, 
call us at (802) 246-
6397 or e-mail ads@
commonsnews.org.
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■ Trash FROM SECTION FRONT

year acquired the town’s former 
hauler, Triple T Trucking.

Only Casella submitted a let-
ter of  interest, and a meeting was 
held April 8 with Town Manager 
John Potter, Moreland, and a 
Casella representative.

 Substantive 
changes ahead 

During the meeting, Moreland 
said all parties agreed that “sub-
stantive program changes will re-
quire adequate time and plenty of  
public education.”

That’s because Casella is inter-
ested in a new deal with the town 
on the condition that it incorpo-
rate a transition to automated, or 
mechanized, collection, a process 
wherein special carts are left curb-
side and a truck can reach out by 
mechanical means to pick up the 
container and drop its contents 
into the back of  the truck with-
out requiring the driver — the 
one employee — to leave the cab.

Moreland noted the advantages 
of  an automated collection sys-
tem include the need for fewer 
employees, and that they are less 
likely to be injured on the job. He 
said the solid waste industry, like 
many others, is struggling to keep 
jobs � lled, and that a person on 
the ground lifting cans and bags 
of  trash is at risk due to physical 
strain as well as tra�  c.

Town staff  members have 
identi� ed and are evaluating two 
options for a future deal. These 
include a standard contract, 
as the town had with Triple T 
for many years, and a franchise 
arrangement.

In a franchise deal, the town 
would negotiate options but the 
hauler would be the entity deal-
ing directly with residents.

Moreland also noted that for 
years, Brattleboro has been suc-
cessful in diverting waste away 
from the landfill by promoting 
recycling and organics collection 
for composting. He said if  the 
town wants to continue to pro-
mote those services, that could be 
part of  a franchise arrangement 
with the hauler.

There are a lot of  issues to 
explore, including collection 
frequency.

Currently, recycling and organ-
ics are collected weekly and trash 
is collected every other week.

The current Pay As You Throw 
system involves pre-purchas-
ing collection bags locally, but 
Moreland pointed out that this 
could be accomplished in other 
ways, depending on the type of  
agreement reached.

For instance, a franchise could 
include negotiating multiple cart 
sizes, depending on each house-
hold’s needs. If  it is a standard 
contract, the town could provide 
base carts and if  a household 
needs more, the owner could con-
tract directly with Casella.

“Either option would enable 
us to step away from the bag pro-
gram, which may or not be desir-
able,” Moreland said, adding that 
a plan to dispose of  leftover trash 
bags would be formulated.

“We’ll have to come up with 
a plan because there are going to 
be some out there, and they will 
lose value,” he said.

 Advisory groups 
will gauge 
public opinion 

Most important now, Moreland 
said, is to gauge public interest in 
the two contract options: tradi-
tional or franchise.

The town manager’s office 
plans to mount an online survey 
for input and, “because we think 
this is something that really would 
benefit from a slightly deeper 
dive,” to establish four advisory 
groups: one of  Representative 
Town Meeting members, one of  
renters, one of  West Brattleboro 
residents, and one of  folks who 
live downtown.

There will be two meetings, 
one before pricing is obtained 
and one after. Those who serve 
on the focus groups will be paid 
$25 per meeting. Moreland said 
the process will extend through 
May and then he will return to 
the Selectboard with the infor-
mation gathered.

B o a r d  m e m b e r  F r a n z 
Reichsman questioned the time-
line and size of  focus groups, 
and asked whether a transition 
to automation — if  that option 
is selected — would need to be 
in place July 1.

“How are we going to imple-
ment this in a really good way?” 
he asked.

Moreland responded that any 

automation would not start im-
mediately, but during the life of  
the contract, as the town would 
agree to make the transition with 
“as much public education as 
possible.”

He said he has seen “great 
resiliency” from the public in 
switching collection practices 
with plenty of  notice and “a cer-
tain amount of  aggressive public 
education.”

 Maintaining 
sustainability 

The town has no legal obliga-
tion to provide an organized re-
cycling and composting program 
such as the one that currently 
exists, Moreland said, and many 
towns offer no solid waste col-
lection service, including Keene, 

New Hampshire, and Montpelier.
“Brattleboro has what the 

folks at the Agency of  Natural 
Resources consider to be a 
‘Cadillac’ program, and they 
love our ‘Cadillac’ program, and 
I believe they hope we love it too, 
and we’ll be looking to sustain it 
in the year to come,” he said.

B o a rd  C h a i r  E l i z a b e t h 
McLoughlin asked staff  mem-
bers to provide statistics about 
how much recycling and com-
posting is now being removed 
from the trash � ow, and Moreland 
indicated that they would.

“I think it’s important for the 
town to know the sustainability 
elements that are inherent in our 
current system so that we, hope-
fully, endeavor to maintain that,” 
McLoughlin said.

Moreland noted that when 
Brattleboro transitioned to the 
pay-as-you-throw model in 2016, 
“overnight, trash volumes were 
cut in half  and organics collec-
tion doubled.”

“And I remember people be-
ing very trepidatious about that 
program but it seems to be work-
ing very well, and certainly as 
intended,” added McLoughlin.

Moreland agreed, and added 
that for those with diapers and 
medical waste, the current pro-
gram doesn’t work as well, but 
that “presumably in this process 
we might identify measures that 
would help those households.”

“It can’t be tailor-made to ev-
erybody, but we can do our best,” 
Moreland said. 

 Windham County participates 
in Drug Take Back Day   



Check Our Full Program Schedule
@ brattleboro.tv
          BCTV
            Local Program Highlights              Week of: Apr. 22, 2024 – Apr. 28, 2024

Channel 1078 Channel 1079

Here We Are – Dar Tavernier: Mon 
8p, Tues 3:15p, Wed 8:15p, Thurs 
1:15p, Fri 6a, Sat 6p, Sun 5:15p

Brattleboro Selectboard Special 
Mtg. 4/25/24: Thurs 6:15p (LIVE)

The World Fusion Show – Ep 176 
- Ep 176 - Jamshied Sharifi: Mon 
5:30p, Tues 9a, Wed 9p, Thurs 5:30p, 
Fri 11:30a, Sat 8p, Sun 12:30p

Community Forum – Public Mtg. 
for Proposed Flood Resiliency 
Projects on Sand Hill Road: Mon 
8:15p, Tues 7a, Wed 12p

Vermont Independent 
Media presents Voices Live – 
Conversations of Homelessness: 
Wed 6:30p (LIVE)

Brattleboro Housing Partnership 
Board Mtg. 4/22/24: Wed 6p, Thurs 
8:30a, Fri 12p

Solar Eclipse 2024 at Putney Great 
Meadows: Mon 6:55p, Tues 6:55p, 
Fri 5:55p

Guilford Selectboard Mtg. 4/22/24: 
Wed 8:30p, Thurs 6a, Fri 2:30p

Special Events at St. Michaels 
– Seven Last Words of Christ 
3/27/24: Mon 10a, Tues 3:50p, Wed 
12:35p, Thurs 9:15p, Fri 6:35a, Sat 
2p, Sun 1p

Jamaica Selectboard Mtg. 4/22/24: 
Fri 6p, Sat 8:30a, Sun 12p

Promos – Moover Microtransit 
App Tutorial: Thurs 6:55a, Fri 6:55p, 
Sun 7:55p

Townshend Selectboard Mtg. 
4/23/24: Fri 8:30p, Sat 6a, Sun 2:30p

Perspectives on Trauma – Part 4: 
Katherine Mague: Mon 9p, Tues 
9:30a, Wed 3:30p, Thurs 5p, Fri 10a, 
Sat 8:30p, Sun 6:30a

Town of Brattleboro – Brattleboro 
Farm & Food System Assessment 
Presentation 4/23/24: Sat 6p, Sun 
8:30a

Stained Glass Windows of St. 
Michaels – Week 13: St. Brigid: Mon 
6a, Tues 10a, Wed 4p, Thurs 1:55p, 
Fri 12:35p, Sat 9a, Sun 5:55p

Windham School District Board 
Mtg. 4/11/24: Tues 11:45a, Wed 6a, 
Thurs 1p, Sun 8p

Community Forum – Moover 
Microtransit Meeting 4/9/24: Mon 
7a, Tues 12:35p, Wed 5p, Thurs 6a, 
Fri 5p, Sat 10a, Sun 7p

Newfane Selectboard Mtg. 4/15/24: 
Fri 5p, Sat 11a, Sun 6p

Energy Week with George Harvey 
& Tom Finnell: Mon 9a, Tues 5p, 
Thurs 11a, Sat 7p

River Valley Unified School 
District Board Mtg. 4/15/24: Tues 
4:25p, Sat 11:55a, Sun 6:55p

Vermontitude – Weekly Episode: 
Tue 11:30a & 6:30p, Wed 6a, Thu 1p, 
Sat 12p, Sun 5p

Vernon Selectboard Mtg. 4/16/24: 
Tues 8p, Thurs 11a, Sat 1p

News Block:
Reformer News Break: Mon-Fri 
12p & 6p
BUHS-TV News: Mon-Fri 12:15p 
& 6:35p

Dummerston Selectboard Mtg. 
4/17/24: Tues 5:30p

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church – 
Weekly Service: Wed 2p, Sat 7:30a, 
Sun 11a 

Putney Selectboard Mtg. 4/17/24: 
Sat 8p

Trinity Lutheran Church – Weekly 
Service: Wed 10a, Thurs 7a, Sun 3p

Brattleboro Development Review 
Board Mtg. 4/17/24: Mon 12p, Wed 
9:40a, Sun 6a

Guilford Community Church - 
Weekly Service: Wed 6:30a, Fri 8p, 
Sun 8a

Town Matters – Weekly Episode: 
Mon 6p, Wed 4:45p, Thurs 11a, Fri 
11:30a, Sat 5p

St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
Mass: Tue 6:45a & 2p, Thurs 8p, Sat 
4p (LIVE)

The David Pakman Show: Mon 8a, 
Tue 9a, Wed 5p, Fri 10:30a, Sun 5p

Note: Schedule is subject to change.watch online at brattleboro.tv 
(802)257-0888

BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by 
The Commons
BCTV’s municipal meeting coverage helps Commons 
reporters stay in touch. Read about it in the Town & Village 
section at www.commonsnews.org

 

Note: Schedule subject to change.

View full schedule and watch online at 
brattleboroTV.org 

BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by The Commons. BCTV’s 
municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in touch. 

Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.org.

Brattleboro Community Television — 257-0888

Be Sure To Check Our Full Program Schedule @ brattleborotv.org
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PROGRAM 
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916 West River Rd, 
Brattleboro, VT
802-254-2232

wchs4pets.org

Hi, my name is Tahj! I came from 
Louisiana to find my new home. I would 
do best in a home with older kids. I am 
not a fan of cats and shouldn’t live with 
any. I may be able to live in a home with 
another dog as long as we are introduced 
in properly. I do have a lot of energy and 
need someone to help me burn it off. 

WILL YOU ADOPT ME?

A recording oasis in the foothills of Southern Vermont

www.guilfordsound.com       802-254-4511       info@guilfordsound.com

Ad graciously sponsored by: 

GUILFORD SOUND
guilfordsound.com

802-254-4511
info@guilfordsound.com
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M I L E S T O N E S
Births, deaths, and news of people  from Windham County

  Obituaries 
• Maureen 

A. (Eakins) 
Bell , 53,   of  
B r a t t l eb o ro . 
Died suddenly 
at her home on 
April 10, 2024. 
Maureen was 

born on Feb. 4, 1971, to Francis 
and Patricia (Lawless) Eakins. She 
attended St. Michael’s Catholic 
School and Brattleboro Union 
High School. Maureen worked at 
various jobs locally, most recently 
as a home health aide for Bayada. 
She held her clients close to her 
heart. She had just enrolled in a 
course to receive her LNA cer-
tification to be able to further 
assist her clients. Maureen’s fa-
vorite season was summer. She 
loved going to the beach and 
camping. She had a passion for 
animals and was known to rescue 
quite a few. She enjoyed reading, 
puzzles, and flowers but, most 
of  all, spending time with fam-
ily, friends, and her pup, Riley. 
She was also a master of  Eighties 
music trivia; play her one note and 
she could name that song. On July 
18, 1994, she married Rodney W. 
Bell of  Brattleboro, who survives. 
Maureen is also survived by her 
two children, Aeron (Grellia) and 
Sarah Bell; a sister, Cathy Eakins 
(Peter) of  Brattleboro; and her 
brother, Mark Eakins (Jed) of  
Florida. Additionally, she is sur-
vived by her sisters- and broth-
ers-in-law: Cindy Susse (Eric), 
Wendy Kendall, and Randy Bell 
(Shirley); and her very dear friend, 
Mary Wheeler, including the en-
tire adopted Wheeler family. She 
was predeceased by her parents; 
her father and mother in-law, 
Howard and Ruth Bell; brother 
in-law, Fred Kendall; and her 
beloved Golden Retriever, Jake. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION:  There 
will be a graveside service and 
a Celebration of  Life to follow 
in early summer (as this was 
her favorite season) at a date to 
be announced. Donations to 
the Windham County Humane 
Society, P.O. Box 397, Brattleboro, 
VT 05302.

• Robert E. “Red” Davidson 
Sr., 86,  of  East Hartford, 
Connecticut. Died on April 5, 

2024, at Hartford 
Hospital. Born in 
Brattleboro on 
April 2, 1938, he 
was the son of  
the late Lyman 
and Marjorie 
( H a m i l t o n ) 

Davidson. He received his edu-
cation in Brattleboro, and was 
a 1957 graduate of  Brattleboro 
Union High School. Robert joined 
the Army in 1958 and served 
until 1964. In his leisure time, 
he enjoyed woodworking and 
his vegetable garden and � ower 
beds. Among his love of  the out-
doors, he enjoyed hunting, � sh-
ing, and softball. Following his 
marriage to Catherine R. White 
on April 11, 1973, in Bellows 
Falls, the couple relocated to 
East Hartford, where they made 
their home. Robert worked for 
Pratt & Whitney Aircraft for 
nearly 22 years, retiring Aug, 31, 
1994. He was predeceased by 
his loving wife Kay, his daughter 
Bonnie Stansberry and his three 
sisters Kathy Williams, Marian 
Akley, and Velma Merri� eld; and 
brother Lyman Davidson. Robert 
leaves two children: Robert Jr. 
and wife Lisa (Elliott) and Kelly 
Davidson, whom he loved dearly. 
He also leaves his brother, David 
Sr., and his wife Juanita; grand-
children Sara-Ann, Kristy, and 
Shayne, and great-grandchil-
dren Ian, Christopher, Jacob, 
Antonio, and Sasha Rae. He also 
leaves brother-in-law and sister-
in-law Howard and Mary Crown 
of  Vermont; many nieces, neph-
ews and cousins, and beloved 
friends.  MEMORIAL INFORMATION:
A burial service will be held on 
Saturday, May 11, at noon, at 
Meeting House Hill Cemetery in 
Brattleboro.

•   R ose t t a 
M o r s e 
We b e r, 3 9 ,
of  Waitsfield. 
Died April 11, 
2024 from inju-
ries sustained in 
a tragic vehicle 

collision in Moretown on on her 
way to work. Rosetta, known by 
friends and family as Zetty, lived 
a rich, rewarding — though far-
too-short — life working to im-
prove the lives of  others. Zetty 
was born in 1985 in Brattleboro, 

and grew up with her brother, 
Skye, in the hills of  Guilford, the 
daughter of  Dale and Eric Morse, 
who had been part of  the Packer’s 
Corner neighborhood community. 
She graduated from Brattleboro 
Union High School in 2003 and 
earned a degree in geography 
and community and international 
Development at the University of  
Vermont. Very early in her life, 
Zetty demonstrated an inclination 
toward service to others and gen-
erosity. She developed her love of  
endurance sports as a member of  
the BUHS cross-country and track 
teams, and her appreciation of  
music through cello and recorder 
lessons at the Brattleboro Music 
School and her participation in 
the BUHS chorus and the annual 
musicals. While at BUHS, she 
helped to create the student-run 
organization CLEA (Child Labor 
Education & Action), through 
which she helped organize a ser-
vice trip to Guatemala. The focus 
on child labor continued at UVM 
and a semester in Ecuador, where 
she focused on child labor and 
child safety issues. A pivotal ex-
perience for Zetty was her time at 
the American Youth Foundation’s 
Camp Merrowvista in Center 
Tuftonboro, New Hampshire, 
starting at age 12. She returned 
every year as a camper, then coun-
selor, and eventually — her � rst 
job out of  college — as program 
director. As a counselor, she led 
month-long backpacking, canoe-
ing, and bicycling trips, including 
a bicycling circumnavigation of  
Nova Scotia. At Merrowvista and 

throughout her life, she lived the 
camp motto “My own self, at my 
very best, all the time.” Following 
her work there, Zetty worked as an 
AmeriCorps Vista volunteer (and 
later as a board member) with 
the Burlington-based DREAM 
(Directing through Recreation, 
Education, Adventure, and 
Mentoring) Program, a non-
pro� t aimed at providing free pro-
gramming for kids in low-income 
housing communities. Zetty then 
worked for the Chill Foundation, 
a Burlington-based organiza-
tion foundedby Jake and Donna 
Carpenter, the founders of  Burton 
Snowboards, to “inspire young 
people through boardsports and 
build a more equitable outdoor 
community.” At the time of  her 
death, Zetty was the vice presi-
dent of  global programs at Chill, 
whose CEO, Ben Clark, , de-
scribed her as the “soul of  Chill.” 
He described her as “without a 
doubt, one of  the best humans 
I have ever met in my 44 years.” 
She was instrumental in growing 
Chill from a largely regional or-
ganization with a small sta�  when 
she joined the team in 2014, to a 
high-quality youth development 
organization with presence in 24 
cities across 9 countries today. 
Zetty flourished in the out-of-
doors, and traveled widely to enjoy 
outdoor sports activities and spend 
time with friends. At every step 
in life — whether in Montana, 
Colorado, Wyoming, Burlington, 
or Waits� eld, Zetty established 
lifelong friendships. She brought 
people together and made deep 

connections in every chapter of  
her life, both informally, as count-
less of  her friends described at a 
gathering in Waits� eld following 
her death, and formally, as o�  ci-
ant of  multiple weddings for dear 
friends and family. Zetty was an 
eternal optimist who always saw 
the good in people. And she had 
an infectious smile. For Zetty, 
there were two kinds of  days: 
Golden Days, which were sunny, 
and Silver Days, which were rainy. 
And all of  them were great. On 
Aug. 25, 2015, Zetty met Parker 
Weber and the two began a life 
of  adventure together, splitting 
their time between Burlington and 
Jackson, Wyoming, big-mountain 
back-country skiing, surfing, 
mountain biking, and rock climb-
ing from coast to coast. They were 
married in 2018 at Belden Hill in 
Guilford exactly three years from 
the day they met. In 2021 they 
welcomed their now 2½-year-
old daughter, Bridger. Parker re-
cently completed a beautiful home 
for them, lovingly built with his 
own hands and nestled into the 
foothills near the base of  Mount 
Ellen, where they could walk to 
the base lodge of  Sugarbush Ski 
Area. Zetty leaves her husband 
Parker and daughter Bridger of  
Waits� eld, her parents Dale and 
Eric Morse of  Guilford, and her 
brother Skye Morse and wife 
Geneva and their sons Bennett 
and Emery of  Guilford. To sup-
port Parker and Bridger in the 
years ahead, two GoFundMe 
campaigns have been created (on 
the GoFundMe website, search 

for “Zetty Weber”).  MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION:  A memorial ser-
vice will be held at a later date on 
Belden Hill in Guilford.

•  D e n n i s 
A d e l b e r t 
“ D e n n y ” 
Peters, 89,  of  
Marlboro. Died 
peacefully, with 
his loving family 
by his side, on 

April 16, 2024, in Brattleboro. 
A beloved figure in his family 
and community, he was born on 
Sept. 21, 1934, in Eden, Vermont. 
He was fiercely independent 
and fought to age gracefully. 
He was a longtime resident of  
Marlboro, and spent many win-
ters in Florida. He mostly spent 
the last decade of  his life residing 
in Dover and, most recently, as a 
resident of  Vernon Hall. Dennis 
was known for his kind and lov-
ing nature, his strong work ethic, 
and his unwavering dedication 
to his family. He married his be-
loved Marion, whom he met at a 
penny auction, on Aug. 2, 1953, 
in Montgomery Center. As a 
husband, father, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, and great-
great-grandfather, he touched the 
lives of  many with his warmth and 
wisdom. His greatest pleasure in 
life was spending time with his 
family. Dennis worked as a man-
ager at R.S. Roberts in Brattleboro 
for decades and continued on-call 
there while he started Denny’s 
Auto Body Shop in Marlboro. His 
safety and reliability as a wrecker 

Milestones are published as community news at no cost to families, thanks 
to � nancial support of  our members and advertisers. Send them to news@
commonsnews.org.Though we ask that content for this column be sent by 
Friday at 5 p.m., we will do our best to include late obituaries. Please alert 
the newsroom at 802-246-6397 for post-deadline urgent submissions. We 
will always do our best to accommodate contributors in their time of  grief.

 C O L U M N   | Deeper Dive  

 Organization gives — and 
gives back — to community  
 Brattleboro Time Trade members create an economy 
of mutual assistance, banking hours by helping their 
neighbors with tasks both large and small  

PHOEBE WAGNER , a local artist and writer, is an en-
thusiastic and active member of Brattleboro Time Trade.  The 
Commons’  Deeper Dive column gives artists, arts organizations, 
and other nonpro� ts elbow room to write in � rst person and/or be 
unabashedly opinionated, passionate and analytical about their 
own creative work and events. 

 Brattleboro

   ONE WINTER  not so long 
ago, Tony, a profes-
sional juggler, discov-
ered that a huge icicle 

had fallen from his roof  and 
penetrated the ceiling above his 
living room.

 Several gallons of  water had 
collected in a large pouch there, 
held back only by paint, which 
he punctured and drained into a 
bucket. Surveying the damage, 
he sighed, knowing that repairs 
would be costly.

However, as a new member 
of  Brattleboro Time Trade, or 
BTT, a local time-bank orga-
nization that began in 2009, he 
decided to try what he thought 
might be a long shot: He wrote 
up a request for help and posted 
it on the BTT website.

To his surprise, Kip o� ered 
his skills.

As Tony remembers it, “we 
worked maybe two or three 
hours and we � xed it, and, 
while a roofer might have taken 
half  the time, working with Kip 
didn’t cost me anything.”

Kip was compensated not in 
dollars, but in Brattleboro time 
credits, which are earned ac-
cording to the number of  hours 
you work.

In BTT, each person’s hour 
of  contributed work, what-
ever the job, is worth one time 
credit, or one BTT hour. No 
matter what you do for another 
member, that time is counted: 
petsitting or cooking, giv-
ing massages or painting pet 
portraits.

These hour credits can then 
be “spent” on services you 
might need, like stacking wood 
or weeding, or getting a ride 
to get local errands done while 

your car is in the shop.

 S ILVER IS A  new member of  
BTT, a reporter and a novelist .
She recounted how, nine days 
after moving to Brattleboro 
from New York City in March 
2023, she had a serious acci-
dent, falling face down on Main 
Street, and then, after making 
it to her lobby, blacking out and 
hitting her head and back. 

She says she was appalled by 
the lack of  any response or help 
from passing motorists, while 
no pedestrians were to be seen, 
perhaps due to the early morn-
ing hours.

With a fractured vertebra and 
a traumatic brain injury, her ca-
pabilities were severely limited.

Silver no longer recalls who 
told her about BTT, but she 
is grateful for the many mem-
bers who responded to her 
BTT requests for help after her 
accident.

She recounts with enthusiasm 
how often BTT members came 
to her aid.

One member drove her and 
her ailing cat to Massachusetts 
several times to the nearest vet-
erinarian with openings. Tony 
rode his bicycle — at night, no 
less — to bring her ibuprofen to 
help with pain, and Philip and 
Kip assembled ergonomic chairs 
and desks.

These services and more 
were all done happily and freely, 

with nothing more than BTT 
hours exchanged. Anticipating 
the need, BTT allows users 
to go into negative time cred-
its, which was perfect for Silver 
since it would be months be-
fore she was � nally feeling well 
enough to earn hours by re-
sponding to others’ requests or 
o� ering her skills.

 BTT  MEMBERS  have been in-
strumental in providing com-
munity service, such as getting 
the library’s e-bike borrow-
ing program o�  the ground and 
playing a major role in sta�  ng 
it, as well as helping Window 
Dressers, an organization that 

makes low-cost insulating win-
dow inserts to help keep out the 
cold in winter. 

Members can earn time cred-
its working with local refugees 
or performing other commu-
nity services, like delivering  The 
Commons  newspaper or Meals 
on Wheels.

 Brattleboro Time Trade will 
hold its annual meeting on 
Sunday, April 28, from 1 to 
4 p.m. at The Root Social 
Justice Center, 28 Williams St, 
Brattleboro. 

Our keynote speaker and 
facilitator, Eric Bachman, 
is a long-time time trader 
with Onion River Exchange 
( orexchange.org ) and has many 
years of  experience in organiza-
tional development.

Interested in learning more or 
becoming a member? Just go to 
brattleborotimetrade.org, email 
brattleborotimetrade@gmail.
com , or call 802-379-9637. 

 Antiques and uniques 
appraisal fundraiser 
happening in Bellows Falls  

 BELLOWS FALLS—Treasure 
or trash? Collectors will be able to 
� nd out if  that family heirloom 
Grandma passed along is worth 
hanging onto at an antiques and 
uniques appraisal event Sunday, 
May 5, in Bellows Falls.

The fundraiser runs from 1 to 
5 p.m. at the United Church on 
School Street and is a bene� t for 
the Bellows Falls Woman’s Club 
scholarship fund. Admission is 
free.

Several appraisers will be on 
hand to evaluate items and pro-
vide information about them. Up 
to three items can be presented, at 
a cost of  $8 each, or $20 for a box 
lot of  coins, stamps, postcards, 
jewelry or the like. Firearms, 
knives, ammunition, and other 
weapons are excluded, as well as 
rugs larger than 6 by 9 feet. Large 
furniture pieces can be evaluated 
through photographs.

Appraisers currently sched-
uled are Stephan Brandstatter of  
Brattleboro, who specializes in 
music-related items, Kit Barry, 
also of  Brattleboro, whose exper-
tise is ephemera, Sharon Boccelli 
of  Westminster, well-known local 
auctioneer and Dan Yelin, owner 
of  Colony Antiques in Keene, 
New Hampshire.

Barry describes ephemera as 
“any paper material [...] covered 
from 1700s through today, (in-
cluding) [...] catalogs, booklets, 
pamphlets, letters, labels, prod-
ucts with labels still attached, 
product boxes, greeting cards, 

invitations, tickets, programs, 
photographs, school report cards, 
menus, newspapers, magazines, 
forms, etc.”

Textiles, furniture, currency, 
coins, clocks, watches, sterling, 
objets d’art, books, fine china, 
jewelry, oriental rugs, entertain-
ment memorabilia, American and 
European art glass, � ne art, pot-
tery, musical instruments, and 
vintage clothing are suggestions 
for items that can be appraised.

Access to the venue is through 
the rear of  the church at the 
ground level. Parking is limited in 
the rear, but additional parking is 
available in the Hetty Green Park 
lot behind TD bank. Helpers will 
be on hand to direct tra�  c and 
help with o�  oading.

The BFWC scholarship fund 
awards scholarships to graduat-
ing seniors at Bellows Falls Union 
High School and Fall Mountain 
Regional High School.

F u r t h e r  i n f o r m a -
t ion  can  be  found on  the 
BFWC Facebook page and at 
bellowsfallswomansclub.weebly.
com . 

O ur admiration of  
the antique is not 

admiration of  the old, 
but of  the natural. 

—RALPH WALDO 
EMERSON



What are the subjects of this 
painting doing? 

How are you feeling as you 
view this image? What do you 
think the subjects are feeling? 

What do you think of the 
artist’s words and could 
they be related to the idea 
of compassion?

Can you imagine a story to go 
along with this painting?

Art provided by Lisa Goldberg (lisagoldbergillustration.com)

This ad by Compassionate Brattleboro is funded by The Pollination Project. 
Compassionate Brattleboro’s mission is to raise awareness about the meaning 

of compassion in our lives. Visit compassionatebrattleboro.org

T H E  C O M M O N S  • Wednesday, April 24, 2024 NEWS A7

operator were something that 
local and state law enforcement 
people still talk about. Dennis 
loved working and, despite retir-
ing, he continued to stay work-
ing as the maintenance man for 
his retirement community. He 
was even awarded “Maintenance 
Man of  the Year” at Butter� eld 
Commons. He loved square danc-
ing, bluegrass festivals and his 
“old country music.” Dennis 
loved spending time outside, both 
hunting and � shing. Dennis took 
pride in the brook trout that he 
would catch while fishing with 
his grandkids and great-grand-
kids. He was a devout Catholic 
and enjoyed church on Saturday 
evenings with his wife. His love 
of  cars transcended throughout all 
generations, down to his young-
est great-grandkids. He spent 
much of  his retirement traveling 
with his wife and family in their 
motor home, spending much of  
their time in Zephyrhills, Florida, 
during the winter. His legacy of  
love and commitment will for-
ever be cherished by those who 
knew him. Dennis leaves be-
hind his beloved wife of  72 years, 
Marion; four children, Dennis 
Peters Jr. of  Vernon, Deborah 
Wood and her husband, Donald, 
of  Dummerston, Norman Peters 
and his wife, Linda, of  Marlboro, 
and Edward Peters and his wife, 
Maria, of  East Orlando, Florida; 
brother Robert Peters and his 
partner Sue of  West Berkshire; 
and nine grandchildren, 17 great-
grandchildren and one great-great 
grandson. He was predeceased 
by his parents, his sisters, Leah 
Bonnette and Flora Gilbeau, 
and two brothers, Clinton Peters 
Jr., and Artie Peters.  MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION:  A funeral Mass 
was conducted April 22 at St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church in 
Brattleboro, followed by com-
mittal rites and burial in New 
Westminster Cemetery. Donations 
to Rescue Inc., P.O. Box 593, 
Brattleboro, VT 05302. To o� er 
condolences, visit  atamaniuk.com .

•  J o A n n 
D o r o t h y 
S m i t h , 6 2 , 
 died peacefully 
on April 8, 2024. 
Born on Sept. 8, 
1961, she was the 
beloved mother 

of  Jennifer (Mike Rosso) and 
Mikey Johnson and the devoted 
partner of  David Coolbeth. JoAnn 
was the proud grandmother of  
Marissa, Alexis, Maya, Nick, and 
Nat. She is also survived by sib-
lings Frank, Genevieve, Diane, 
Nancy, Danny, Jeanie, Claudia, 
Anthony, and Monika, and many 
nieces, nephews, and cousins. 
JoAnn was kindhearted, strong, 
and independent. She had a great 
sense of  humor and fashion. She 
loved spending time with her fam-
ily, friends, and her cat Amber. 
Some of  her favorite things to do 
were shopping, crafting, listen-
ing to Rod Stewart, working on 
puzzles, and treating herself  to ice 
cream every day. She was a gener-
ous soul who loved spoiling fam-
ily and friends with her handmade 
gifts. She never missed sending 
cards on birthdays, holidays, or 
special occasions. Her friends 
and family cherish the memo-
ries of  the joys, love, and laugh-
ter she brought into everyone’s 
lives.  MEMORIAL INFORMATION:
A memorial gathering was held 
at the Cremation Society of  New 
Hampshire’s Brattleboro location 
on April 22. To leave a message of  
condolence, visit  csnh.com .

•  Edwa r d 
M i c h a e l 
Stack, 87,  for-
merly of  Bellows 
F a l l s .  D i e d 
peacefully on 
April 4, 2024, at 
Hanover Terrace 

in Hanover, New Hampshire. He 
was born in Bellows Falls on Sept. 
16, 1936, the son of  Edward J. and 
Mary (Powers) Stack. Ed gradu-
ated from Bellows Falls High 
School in 1954, Burdett College 

in 1956, and then attended Su� olk 
University before entering the 
service. He served in the Army 
from 1958 to 1960. When he re-
turned, he began his long career 
at the Wilder Dam working for 
New England Power Company. 
In his retirement, Edward loved 
to travel to Ireland, where he 
reconnected with his relatives 
and grew closer to his roots. 
Edward was a life member of  
Hartford Elks Lodge  #1541,  the 
Moose Club of  Rutland, the Polish 
American Club of  Bellows Falls, 
and a secret member of  American 

Legion Post 37 in Bellows Falls. 
He is survived by his wife of  32 
years, Marilyn (Wasilewski) Stack 
of  White River Junction; sons 
Edward Stack Jr. of  North� eld, 
Vermont, and Gary Stack of  East 
Albany, Vermont; stepchildren 
John Kapusta of  South Carolina 
and Deborah Nylund of  En� eld, 
New Hampshire; and � ve grand-
children and four great-grand-
children. Survivors also include 
his sister, Barbara Stack of  North 
Walpole, New Hampshire; a 
brother, James Stack and his wife, 
Kay, of  Walpole, New Hampshire; 
as well as several nieces and neph-
ews.  MEMORIAL INFORMATION:  A 
service will be held at a later date 
at the convenience of  the family. 
Condolences may be expressed 
in an online guestbook found at 
knightfuneralhomes.com . 

 Green Mountain Camp 
for Girls selects new 
executive director  
 Samantha ‘Sam’ Lucheck joins a century-
old summer camp as it looks to the future 
with green construction and new traditions  

 By Fran Lynggaard Hansen
  The Commons

  WEST DUMMERSTON—
After an exhaustive search, 
Samantha “Sam” Lucheck has 
been hired as the new executive 
director for Green Mountain 
Camp for Girls (GMC). Lucheck 
began her new position in 
December 2023, relocating from 
Wisconsin with her family this 
past February.

Gina Stefanelli, a member of  
GMC’s board of  directors and 
head of  the search and transition 
committee, says she is happy with 
the choice of  Lucheck, who suc-
ceeds Billie Slade, who retired in 
December after 12 years.

“We wanted to honor Billie’s 
legacy by picking exactly the right 
candidate,” Stefanelli said, “and 
I think we did just that.”

The GMC board began a na-
tionwide search for their next 
executive director more than a 
year ago.

“We received some very im-
pressive [applications] both 
locally and from away,” said 
Stefanelli, who explained that the 
process included phone screen-
ings, Zoom interviews, and � nally 
an invitation to come to camp to 
meet GMC leadership in person.

The process involved the 
search and transition committee 
as well as the full board, commu-
nity members, parents of  camp-
ers, and other “friends of  GMC.”

“We wanted to judge people 
by who they were and what they 
would bring to camp, not com-
pare one candidate to the other,” 
Stefanelli said.

“We had some great people, 
and I can’t express enough how 
excited we were about the appli-
cant pool, as there were so many 
wonderful choices,” she added.

 A love of the 
outdoors 

“I have a lot of  passion for 
camp myself. It’s been a huge part 
of  my life,” says Lucheck.

“In my last few positions, 
I’ve gotten more into the prop-
erty operations and programing 
portion of  summer camps,” she 
adds. “At Green Mountain Camp, 
I’m thrilled to be getting back to 
working with campers while di-
recting. I’ve missed working di-
rectly with the kids.”

According to Stefanelli, 
Lucheck stood out because “she’s 
been a camper since she was a 
child. She spent her teenage years 
as a camp counselor, went to col-
lege, got her degree, and has a lot 
of  experience as director in semi-
rural camps.”

Lucheck has spent 10 years as 
a camp director at other camps, 

and Stefanelli noted her relevant 
experience in programming and 
capital projects.

”She  loves  camp l i fe ,” 
Stefanelli said. “Like Billie Slade 
before her, camp is in her blood. 
It’s a passion for her, being in the 
outdoors.”

Lucheck is aware of  the “won-
derful history and traditions of  
GMC” and plans to learn from 
the sta�  and returning campers 
“the songs, activities, and tradi-
tions that have made GMC the 
magical place it is.”

She feels it’s important to lis-
ten and learn, especially in her 
� rst year.

“I want to hear from every-
one involved — parents, camp-
ers, community members, all the 
stakeholders — [about] what’s 
important to them. I’m here for 
the campers, the sta� , and look 
forward to the opportunity to 
grow and help foster this impor-
tant place,” she says.

Lucheck has been housed lo-
cally for the past three months 
until her future home on the 
GMC campus is completed.

Last August, the board began 
dismantling the ancient “White 
House,” as it has always been 
known, which stood at the en-
trance to the 13-acre property 
since before the camp’s founding.

Stefanelli is excited about the 
new building that will replace the 
much-loved farmhouse.

“We want to build a new house 
that is designed to last for the next 
100 years. It’s a ‘green’ building,” 
she says with pride.

The new structure will stand 
on the site of  the original house, 
and the board intends to cover 
it with white siding so that it 
can assume the nickname of  its 
predecessor.

The home should be ready for 
Lucheck to occupy in May, before 
camp opens for the season.

 Honoring the 
history 

Green Mountain Camp for 
Girls was founded by Sarah 
Bradley Gamble and Grace 
Holbrook Haskell in 1917, and 
it has operated contuniously 
since then. Gamble’s grandson, 
Richard Epstein of  Brattleboro, 
is a current member of  the board 
of  trustees for the camp, which 
for the past century has been a 
nonpro� t organization.

The vision for campers has al-
ways been female empowerment.

In its early years, Green 
Mountain Camp was a place to 
wear bloomers instead of  restric-
tive corsets and long dresses, and 
a place for girls to learn about 
agriculture, archery, and arts 
and crafts.

In the past 20 years, the fo-
cus has been on creating a safe 
place for girls to be themselves 
without the distractions of  cell 
phones, tablets, or social media 
— all of  which are banned from 
the campus.

Although this will be a year of  
discovery for her, Lucheck still 
wants to incorporate something 
new for returning campers.

“We’ll be bringing in some in-
ternational sta�  in addition to our 
many returning sta�  members,” 
she says, noting that the camp 
has hired women from Spain and 
Australia.

“I think it will be great fun for 
campers to get a taste of  culture 
from other countries,” Lucheck 
says.

While much of  the hiring has 
been completed, some positions 
remain available.

“We need lifeguards, coun-
selors, and kitchen help to make 
sure we’re prepared for this sum-
mer,” she said.

Lucheck has been working 
closely with the board and with 
Slade.

“I’ve had the opportunity to 
work directly with Billie. I ap-
preciate her passion and the im-
pact she has had on the camp,” 
says Lucheck.

For her part, Slade is pleased 
with the Board’s choice.

“With [Sam’s] experience and 
skills, I trust that she will bring 
new ideas and energy to the job 
that will help the camp continue 
to thrive under her direction,” 
Slade says.

Those who wish to meet the 
new director will have an oppor-
tunity during the annual Spring 
Workday at Green Mountain 

Camp on Saturday, May 4, be-
ginning at 9 a.m. Promotional 
materials welcome both “skilled 
and nonskilled volunteers to 
help wake up camp from its win-
ter slumber and prepare it for 
summer.”

Green Mountain Camp for 
Girls will open its 107th summer 
season on June 24. Girls from 
ages 5 to 13 can sign up for day 
camp, overnight camp, or “try me 
camp,” which gives day campers 
the option to spend the night if  
they choose to.

Seven sessions will take place 
over six weeks, ending on Aug. 
2. The complete camp schedule is 
available at  greenmountaincamp.
com . 
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Samantha “Sam” Lucheck is the new executive director 
at Green Mountain Camp in West Dummerston. 
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ANNIE LANDENBERGER  is a freelance writer who 
contributes regularly to these pages. 

 Changing our lives to 
curb climate catastrophe 
 Alexander More, an environmental health 
scientist and scholar, says that an interdisciplinary 
approach to research raises di�  cult questions 
about how much we’re doing — or not doing 
— to address the problem of climate change  

 C O L U M N   | One on One  
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Dr. Alexander Moore 

 Brattleboro

   THE  W INDHAM  W ORLD  
A FFAIRS  C OUNCIL  
(WWAC) will con-
tinue its America 250 

Speaker Series at 118 Elliot 
on Sunday, April 28, with cli-
mate change scientist Alexander 
More, an associate professor 
of  environmental health at the 
University of  Massachusetts 
Boston and a research scientist 
at Harvard University.

 His talk, “10 Things You 
Think Will Save the Planet, but 
Probably Won’t ... and What 
Will,” re� ects his extensive re-
search on the impact of  climate 
change on the health and econ-
omy of  populations and ecosys-
tems worldwide.

More grew up in south-
ern Italy, where his parents are 
from, and came to the United 
States at age 17. After graduat-
ing from Washington University 
in St. Louis, he entered a doc-
toral program at Harvard in a 
focus of  his own creation with a 
full scholarship.

“I petitioned the graduate 
school to allow me to create an 
interdisciplinary Ph.D.,” More 
told  The Commons  in a recent 
interview. “There was no pro-
gram that covered the issues 
I was trying to address all to-
gether, so I covered environ-
mental science, economics, and 
public health.”

More’s work has been pub-
lished in academic jour-
nals and in periodicals such 
as  The Washington Post, The 
Guardian, Popular Science, 
Forbes, Smithsonian Magazine, 
Newsweek, Natural History 
Magazine, Archaeology 
Magazine , as well as several 
European publications. He has 
spoken widely and, according to 
a WWAC press release, has au-
thored “several landmark stud-
ies of  the impact of  climate on 
pandemics and pollution, and 
[is] an active contributor to the 

� elds of  environmental health, 
health economics, sustainability 
and planetary health.”

What follows is an edited ver-
sion of  an interview with More, 
in which he shares additional 
thoughts on climate change — 
and what it will take to really do 
something about it.

ANNIE LANDENBERGER: 
 I’m curious about this statement 
in the [WWAC] press release: 
“By using ultra-high-resolution 
climatic, epidemiological, eco-
logical, and archeoscienti� c re-
cords, Dr. More brings recent 
drastic environmental changes 
into a broader perspective, one 
that allows stark comparisons 
between current and past trends 
in temperature, pollution, pan-
demic, disease, and extreme 
weather, all of  which directly 
impact food production, human 
health, economic prosperity, 
and political stability.” 

Can you tell me more?
ALEXANDER MORE:  I work 

with data from all over, from 
public health — how many peo-
ple get sick because of  what dis-
eases — from economics — how 
do social determinants such as 
poverty and location a� ect peo-
ple’s health — and of  course 
from environmental records 
[...] such as records of  rain and 
storms, and I combine all these 
things because in my research 
I’ve found that focusing on only 
one of  these � elds gives us a 
very partial view of  reality.

You have to have a much 
broader view of  the e� ects 
of  this massive problem and 
one discipline will not do. 
That’s why I use data from 
as many sources as possible. 
That is also why my Ph.D. was 

interdisciplinary, why my post-
doc was, and why my lab is.

In the talk, I want to discuss 
how media — and especially 
certain companies’ marketing 
lately — have tried to capital-
ize on solutions that aren’t really 
solutions to climate change.

Perhaps the most common 
one that we see on our roads 
every day is the EV, which is 
powered by a massive lithium 
battery. The lithium can be 
sourced from three major places 
in the world; it’s destroying eco-
systems in all those places and is 
also taking land and threatening 
the water of  Indigenous com-
munities where those minerals 
can be sourced.

Not to mention the “lat-
est and greatest” idea that this 
bunch of  people had, which is 
to mine the deep ocean to get 
these minerals in order to con-
tinue to run our car culture in-
stead of  actually converting to 
truly sustainable solutions for 
the future.

There are a lot of  those “so-
lutions.” They make us feel bet-
ter for a moment because that 
is what advertising is about — 
making you feel good about 
what you’re doing, that it’s OK, 
but in reality we’re not solving 
the problem.

We’re still seeing that in the 
e� ects of  climate change. We’re 
still seeing that in the e� ects 
of  pollution that continues to 
rise. Because Clare [Morgana 
Gillis, historian, journalist, 
and WWAC board member] 
is a good friend of  mine, I felt 
con� dent enough to have this 
conversation that is otherwise 
pretty tricky.

A.L.:  So how should we be 
getting around?

A.M.:  Public transportation. 
Like every other developed 
country in the world.

You can see examples of  vari-
ous very e� ective climate poli-
cies and measures that improve 
the standard of  living of  an en-
tire nation in the most recent 
public transportation systems in 
countries like Spain and France. 
A train route in Spain similar to 
the New York–to–Boston route 
would take 70 to 80 minutes. In 
the U.S., it takes us, on average, 
four hours.

Now, the federal In� ation 
Reduction Act [aka the “climate 
bill”  energy.gov/lpo/inflation-
reduction-act-2022 ] has a lot of  
funds for redoing the rail sys-
tem — for improving it — but 
I don’t expect we’re going to 
see a high-speed train between 
Boston and New York anytime 
soon.

Other solutions are to rede-
sign our cities and redesign the 
way we work in more e�  cient 
ways so we don’t have to com-
mute an hour and a half  each 
morning to go to work.

We thought the COVID-19 
pandemic demonstrated that 
you didn’t have to do that and 
you still could be productive. 
Apparently, we did not learn 
that lesson, and it’s not because 
of  productivity. It’s most likely 
driven by that fact that com-
mercial spaces still need to be 
commercial.

Meanwhile, we have a whole 
housing crisis— especially in 
New England. These com-
mercial spaces could actually 
be repurposed for a� ordable 
housing.

A.L.:  Are there any visionar-
ies with power who would take 
a lead on such redesign?

A.M.:  I don’t currently see 
anyone in the private sector ad-
vocating in serious ways that are 
actually doable, achievable, fea-
sible. The In� ation Reduction 
Act is the largest piece of  cli-
mate legislation that’s ever been 
passed. There are a lot of  funds 
in it for these solutions, but how 
long it’s going to take for all this 
to actually be implemented — 
especially given that someone 
coming into the White House in 
January could completely repeal 
or remove all these things — I 
don’t know.

Policy is incremental change: 
It’s not drastic. I think as far as 
we have seen for the past four 
years, given the composition of  
the Congress, we’ve made huge 
progress that just didn’t happen 
before, so that’s great.

Hopefully it’ll continue; 
hopefully the composition of  
Congress will make it so that 
it’ll be easier to pass laws in-
stead of  getting stuck.

A.L.:  Thinking about your 
talk’s title, it’s interesting what 
you say about electric vehicles.

A.M.:  if  you drive EVs in an 
area that has only renewable 
power, they actually do have a 

positive e� ect. They lower pol-
lution, and if  you drive them 
long enough, the carbon foot-
print is o� set.

It takes more carbon to pro-
duce an EV than a regular car, 
but in certain areas of  the world 
— very few, where there’s 
only renewable energy — one 
could make the argument that 
they’re not so bad. Costa Rica, 
for example is 99% renewable; 
Iceland pretty much is all re-
newable energy.

I’m just saying they’re not 
the solution to the problem.

Carbon o� sets, however: if  
you � y, companies will give you 
an option to pay $10 extra to 
o� set your carbon footprint, 
and nobody knows what that is, 
but it certainly makes you feel 
better if  you do it, right?

So essentially, these funds are 
paid into schemes where the 
company you’re paying money 
to will give the money to an-
other company that will say 
they used that $10 to protect 
this forest, and so this forest is 
going to capture more carbon.

In principle, it’s a great 
idea; in practice, what this 
has fueled is schemes where 
money has completely disap-
peared. There’s no way to track 
whether those forests are in 
danger or not, and in most cases 
they aren’t, and sometimes 
those forests don’t exist at all.

Investigative journalists 
have shown all of  this in recent 
months; they’ve uncovered a 
massive scheme to just enrich a 
couple of  people and not actu-
ally solve anything.

What will solve something 
is � ying less. There are people 
who � y multiple times a week 
for work. That’s insane. I can’t 
imagine that anyone who does 
that understands the true impli-
cations of  what they’re doing, 
especially if  you scale it to mil-
lions of  people.

One of  the main solu-
tions, perhaps, to this massive 
problem is that we have to be 
thinking about our personal be-
haviors as consumers in terms 
of  eight billion people, not in 
terms of  one — and, if  not 
eight billion, because half  the 
world’s in poverty — then four 
billion putting their � nger on 
one button all at the same time.

Whatever that button does is 
going to be unsustainable, be-
cause four billion people do-
ing the same thing at once is not 
sustainable.

David Attenborough says the 
only thing that is sustainable is 
whatever you can do forever. 
You can’t � y every day forever. 
You can’t leak methane or use 
methane forever, which heats 
the planet 80 times worse than 
carbon dioxide.

All I’m saying is perhaps we 
should start being aware that 
we’re fooling ourselves.

A.L.:  I use the argument 
about carbon footprint as to 
why my partner and I are not 

doing any big air-travel holi-
days, and yet folks who travel a 
lot say, “Well, the plane’s going 
to � y whether you’re on it or 
not.” But if  fewer of  us make 
reservations, they won’t need to 
� y as many planes....

A.M.:  We have the mem-
ory of  the pandemic, when 
people didn’t � y as much and 
fewer planes were leaving each 
airport.

People say, “I can’t do any-
thing myself  because it’s just 
me: All I can do is vote, and 
I’m not even sure that does 
anything.”

You vote with your dollars 
every day. Every time you put 
down a dollar for any product, 
you’re voting to either save the 
planet or not save the planet. 
You’re voting to maintain an 
unsustainable market, or you’re 
voting for local farmers and a 
lower carbon footprint. You’re 
voting.

Whether or not you want 
to participate, you are because 
you’ve got to survive. You can’t 
not buy food, so you’re voting.

It’s just that people don’t re-
alize the market impact of  300 
million people doing the same 
thing in the U.S. — if  300 mil-
lion people stopped eating 
meat, for example.

I was interviewed a couple 
years ago about how meat con-
sumption is driving the defores-
tation of  the Amazon and how 
that has a climate impact.

Beef  is taking all the water. It 
takes, what, 400 gallons to make 
a quarter-pounder burger?

The audience said, “Well, 
you know, nobody’s ever going 
to give up meat,” and I showed 
them a map of  meat consump-
tion worldwide: The highest 
consumption rise worldwide is 
in China, and the lowest con-
sumption is in India, which just 
now exceeds the population of  
China — around one billion — 
and yet India has worldwide the 
lowest consumption of  meat, 
while China has the fastest 
growing consumption of  meat.

So what is it we can’t do 
exactly? Why is it? Because 
Hindus consider cows sacred.

It’s culture. They choose not 
to do that for religious reasons.

It’s something a billion peo-
ple in India decide not to do 
— not to eat beef, the most 
carbon-intensive meat in the 
world. There’s a natural dem-
onstration here that this is 
possible.

More will speak to the 
Windham World A� airs Council 
at 118 Elliot in Brattleboroon 
Sunday, April 28 at 5 p.m. 
Admission is free, but a $10 dona-
tion is suggested and registration 
is encouraged at WWACmigration.
eventbrite.com. If  you are unable 
to attend in person, a Zoom link is 
available upon registering.  

For more information, visit 
windhamworlda� airscouncil.
org.  



 By Annie Landenberger
  The Commons

   BRATTLEBORO—
Microdosing, writes 
a u t h o r  L a u r e n 
Alderfer, is not a pill 

to be taken like an aspirin to 
get rid of  a headache.

 Instead, she said, the prac-
tice “o� ers the possibility to 
connect and live in a greater 
presence of  being. [It] supports 
overall health and well-being 
and in so doing the headache 
may very well disappear.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Pe t e r 
Grinspoon of  Harvard Health 
Publishing, microdosing “in-
volves taking a fraction of  a 
regular dose” of  psychedelic 
substances such as LSD or psi-
locybin, which may be between 
one-� fth and one-twentieth of  
a so-called recreational dose, 
which would involve a “trip” 
or hallucination.

A longtime teacher of  mind-
fulness practice who lives in 
West Brattleboro, Alderfer 
has also been an advocate for 
the interweaving of  mindful-
ness and psilocybin microdos-
ing for therapeutic purposes, 
rather than recreation.

On Sunday, April 28, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Alderfer will 
celebrate the release of  her new 
book,  Mindful Microdosing: A 
Guidebook and Journal,  illus-
trated by Mariana Juárez and 
published by Brattleboro-
based Green Writers Press.

The event, featuring inter-
active stations and two presen-
tations by the award-winning 
author and teacher, at noon 
and again at 2 p.m., will take 
place at Brattleboro’s newest 
bookstore, Byway Books, at 
399 Canal St.

 A guidebook 
and a journal 

As Alderfer put forth in a 
contribution to  The Commons’ 

 Voices section [“Psilocybin for 
the people,” Viewpoint, April 
3], recreational psilocybin can 
aid “mental health conditions 
such as depression, addiction, 
existential anxiety [...], and 
eating disorders, to name just a 
few,” and that “a growing body 
of  clinical evidence” supports 
its therapeutic use.

Alderfer’s guidebook and 
journal aim to lead the mi-
crodosing reader and docu-
menter toward, according to 
her website ( laurenalderfer.
com ), a state of  authenticity, 
loving kindness, equanimity, 
and wisdom.

The book opens with sev-
eral pages of  context-setting 
background on mindfulness 
and microdosing, including 
guidance on preparation, ac-
tive microdosing, and integra-
tion (i.e., self-reflection and 
transformation).

These sections are followed 
by 65 pages intended for jour-
naling, most graced with il-
lustrations in soft half-tones, 
which welcome the journaler 
to � ll in the empty spaces with 
colors or thoughts. The book 
ends with two more pages on 
the basics of  microdosing.

 A career of 
mindfulness 

Alderfer � rst came to south-
ern Vermont in 1971 as a par-
ticipant in the Experiment in 
International Living, which 
allowed her to spend her last 
semester of  high school in 
France.

With bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from the School for 
International Training (SIT), 
she began her career in the 
Andean region as an English 
language fellow through the 
Fulbright Foundation, and 
lived there for more than 20 
years.

S h e  w a s  a n  a d j u n c t 

 Psychedelics 
as a path 
to personal 
growth  
 In a new book, Lauren Alderfer 
explores the complementary benefi ts of 
mindfulness and the therapeutic use of 
minuscule doses of psychedelic drugs to 
achieve ‘a state of authenticity, loving 
kindness, equanimity, and wisdom’  

 GUILFORD—Guilford Center Stage opens its 

2024 season with a bittersweet comedy,  Love Lost 

Diaries , by Vermont playwright Marc Considine. 

The shows are at Broad Brook Community Center 

(BBCC), Friday and Saturday, May 3 and 4, at 7:30 

p.m. and Sunday, May 5, at 2 p.m. Julie Holland 

directs a cast of  eight actors.

Considine is a teacher at Hazen Union High 

School in the Northeast Kingdom town of  

Guilford 

Center 

Stage opens 

season with

Love Lost 

Diaries
  ERIC JONES 

From back to front, Archer Holland, Nina Boyd, and Dyana Lee 
in “Love Lost Diaries.” 

  ERIC JONES 

From left, Julie Holland, Valentine Chute, and Brandy Reynolds in “Love Lost Diaries.” 

 B R A T T L E B O R O —
Filmmaker Andy Reichsman of  
Marlboro will visit the Brattleboro 
Museum & Art Center (BMAC) 
on Thursday, May 2, at 7 p.m. to 
share his story of  reclaiming fam-
ily artwork stolen by the Nazi-
aligned Yugoslavian government 
during World War II.

Nearly 80 years after the 
war ended, Reichsman became 
the first person to recover art-
work that was looted during the 
Holocaust in Croatia, which was 
part of  Yugoslavia for most of  the 
20th century.

Three Croatian museums re-
turned paintings, lithographs, 
and small copper and bronze 
pieces — about a dozen objects 
altogether — that once belonged 
to Dane Reichsmann, Andy 

Reichsman’s paternal grandfa-
ther. Dane owned a department 
store in the city of  Zagreb be-
fore he and his wife, Frieda, were 
forced from their home and killed 
at Auschwitz.

For half  a century, Dane’s 
daughter — Reichsman’s aunt 
— fought in court to compel 
Croatia’s National Museum 
of  Modern Art, the Croatian 
Academy of  Sciences and Arts, 
and the Zagreb Museum of  Arts 
and Crafts to return the collec-
tion, which included paintings 
by André Derain and Maurice 
de Vlaminck and lithographs 
by Paul Cézanne, Pablo Picasso, 
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, and 
Pierre Bonnard.

Reichsman took up the cause 
after his aunt died more than 

20 years ago. “What drove her 
was the injustice of  it—these 
were things her father admired, 
and she wanted them back,” 
Reichsman said in a news re-
lease. “I was utterly skeptical. I 
assumed I would never, ever, see 
any of  this.”

But  Reichsman and h is 
Croatian lawyer stayed on the 
case, and in December 2020, he 
learned that he and his late aunt 
had won. It wasn’t until more 
than two years later, after the 
court worked out the inheritance 
details, he says, that “it dawned 
on me that I was actually going to 
be able to go get the art.” He did 
so in September 2023, describ-
ing the situation to  The New York 
Times  as “almost beyond belief.”

The paintings are now awaiting 

auction, and the lithographs will 
stay in the family, Reichsman 
says. The Zagreb Museum of  
Arts and Crafts still holds 19 
pieces that Reichsman and his 
lawyer in Croatia continue to 

pursue.
Admission is $10 (free for 

BMAC members). Tickets may 
be purchased in advance at 
brattleboromuseum.org  or by 
calling 802-257-0124, ext. 101. 

Tickets may also be purchased 
at the door, subject to availability. 
For accessibility requests, email 
office@brattleboromuseum.org
or call 802-257-0124, ext. 101. 

 Vermont fi lmmaker will 
share story of reclaiming 
art stolen by Nazis  
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 THURSDAY 

 25 
 Music 
BRATTLEBORO   Music Appreciation 
Salons:   Moby Pearson - violinist, 
ensemble coach, orchestra conduc-
tor - invites music lovers to enjoy an 
array of musical treats. Be prepared 
to pick up new musical perspec-
tives. Today the focus is on Robert 
Schumann. No other composer was 
as much a pure romantic as this 
former law student from Leipzig. In 
the age of Chopin, Mendelssohn, 
Berlioz, Schumann's style stood out 
for its yearning and pure passion. 
For him, composing was a world of 
fantasy and dreams. 

▶  6:30 p.m. 
▶  $25 suggested donation.  
▶  Brattleboro Music Center, 72 Blanche 
Moyse Way. Information: Call 802-257-4523 
or email  info@bmcvt.org  to register.  

 Ideas and education 
Resilience Implementation 
Strategy Kick-O�  (Virtual):   Learn 
about this e� ort to build resilience 
to climate change in Vermont, and 
share your ideas and input to help 
cra�  a vision for a climate-resilient 
Vermont. 
▶  12 noon - 1:15 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Virtual. Information: Register for this 
virtual event at  climatechange.vermont.
gov/calendar .  

 FRIDAY 

 26 
 Music 
BRATTLEBORO   Old Fashioned and 
Daring Coyotes:   Bluegrass duo with 
dashes of rock, folk, and pop. 
▶  7 - 9 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  River Garden Marketplace, 157 Main St. 
Information:   rivergardenmarketplace.
com .  

 Recreation 
WILMINGTON   Lego Club   
▶  3 - 5 p.m. Open hours. Come and create 
with our large Lego collection on Fridays. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Pettee Memorial Library, 16 S. Main St. 
Information: 802-464-8557;  petteelibrary.
org .  

 Community building 
     Annual Make-A-Wish Vermont: 
  "Together, we can make the wishes 
of VT children su� ering serious or 
chronic illnesses come true. We have 
a wonderful array of gi�  certificates, 
services, overnight stays, and many 
other items available. If you cannot 
find something you would like to 
bid on (or if you are outbid) just click 
on the 'Donate' button to make a 
donation directly to the event. We 
appreciate all donations! Bid high 
and o� en and help us raise $10,000 
to make a child's wish come true!" 
▶  Sponsors: Super Star - Schneeberger 
Family Fund; Joy - Brattleboro Elks Lodge 
#1499, NorthStar Contracting Group.
▶ Strength: Cota & Cota, Swiss Precision 
Turning, Richards Group, Trust Company of 
VT, TSSD Services, 802 Credit Union. Hope: 
An anonymous friend, Brattleboro Savings 
& Loan, C&S Wholesale Grocers, G.S. Preci-
sion, Howard Printing, Rayl Construction 
Company. Also, check out auction site to see 
the generous donating businesses and thank 
them for their generosity in making this 
auction successful. Just in time for a Mother's 
Day gi� . 
▶  Through Sunday, May 5.  
▶  Online. Information: Join us online: 
32auctions.com/Letsgrantawish2024 .  

 Dance 
BRATTLEBORO   Brattleboro Queer 
Dance Party presents Masquerade: 
A Spring Dance Party and Cabaret: 
  BQDP is now a thriving dance party/
cabaret happening on 4th Friday 
of even numbered months at The 
Stone Church. Curated by Patty Cake 
collaborating with integral members 

of our beloved queer community 
in Brattleboro. Thumping DJ sets, 
attendees who costume for theme 
to its full realization, sassy and 
heart-stopping drag, burlesque, 
performance art in a gorgeous space 
with vaulted ceilings, smoothest 
dance floors, all intersecting to bring 
our queer community together. 
▶  9 p.m. - 1 a.m. Event is 18+ due to mature 
content. 
▶  $10 to $20 sliding scale. Purchase tickets 
at door. No one turned away for lack of funds 
as per BQDP policy.  
▶  The Stone Church in Brattleboro, 
210 Main St. Information: 802-416-0420; 
stonechurchvt.com .  

 SATURDAY 
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 Music 
BELLOWS FALLS   Aleda Bliss 
presents Listening Party of her 
unreleased New Album:   Aleda 
Bliss's new album is enhanced with 
performance and projection Art. 
Johnny Gi� ord and Trevor Robinson 
will open with a live set - largely 
improvised unnerving ambient 
treated-guitar and -bass, maybe 
synthesizers, maybe sax, and prob-
ably voice. 
▶  7 p.m. Only 40 tickets will be sold. Event 
will be recorded and filmed. 
▶  $10 in advance through www.stage-
33live.com or at door. All ticket proceeds go 
to the performers.  
▶  Stage 33 Live, 33 Bridge St. Information: 
More information:  stage33live.com . 
WESTMINSTER WEST   Two River 
Singers Spring Concerts led by 
Mary Cay Brass with special guest 
leader Dr. Kathy Bullock:   The 
60-voice River Singers Community 
Chorus performs eclectic concert 
of world music both days. Multi-
generational choir is led by Mary Cay 
Brass with diverse cultural and musi-
cal traditions. Enriching the choir 
with their thrilling accompaniments 
to Balkan songs: Walter Slowinski, 
clarinet; Mary Lea and Laurie Rabut, 
fiddle; Richie Davis, percussion; 
Mary Cay, accordion.  
▶  4 p.m. each day. The River Singers Choir 
is dedicated to musical diplomacy, using 
music as a bridge for learning about and 
enjoying other cultures while, at the same 
time, using their concerts to benefit peace 
building projects. Concert features love songs 

from Balkans, liturgical hymns from Republic 
of Georgia, South African church hymns, 
plus traditional and contemporary shape 
note music. 
▶  Through Sunday, April 28.  
▶  $15-$25 by check or cash at the door 
only. This year's concerts supports Refugee 
Ministry of St. Michael's Episcopal Church.  
▶  Westminster West Congregational 
Church, 44 Church St. Information: More 
information:  mcbrass@vermontel.net . 
SO. HADLEY   Áine Minogue, Celtic 
Harp & Vocals:   As traditional Irish 
music and dance continue to enjoy 
phenomenal success both in the 
United States and in Ireland, Aine 
has worked to explore their themes 
and to understand their very es-
sence. Her voice, though uniquely 
her own, also reflects the lyricism 
and richness to be found in Irish 
music, mythology, and poetry. 
"Minogue proves beyond reasonable 
doubt why the harp is indeed the 
instrument of angels ." LA TIMES 
▶  7:30 p.m. Aine's harp has entertained 
Presidents and Prime Ministers. She's a regu-
lar performer at folk festivals and concerts 
throughout the U.S. Her recordings include 
"The Mysts of Time," "Between the Worlds," 
"Circle of the Sun," "Celtic Meditation Music," 
"Celtic Lamentations," "Celtic Pilgrimage," 
"Winter," "A Meditation" (CD/DVD), "Close 
Your Eyes, Love.".  
▶  Tickets range from $10 to $30.  
▶  All Saints Episcopal Church, Woodbridge 
St. Information: More information and 
tickets:  tinyurl.com/yc4bx5dc . 
BRATTLEBORO   Face the Music: 
  Face the Music: Dan DeWaltL piano/
trombone, Tim Gilmore: drums, 
Wim Auer: bass, perform DeWalt's 
compositions from their recent 
eponymous CD. Music ranges from 
jazz to hip hop to Latin. They'll also 
feature the music of Chick Corea and 
Joe Henderson. 
▶  7:30 - 10 p.m. 
▶  No cover charge.  
▶  Latchis Pub & Latchis Underground, 6 
Flat St. Information: 802-246-0487.  

 Instruction 
BRATTLEBORO   Cooking Class 
with Nan Hyde: Make a Japanese 
Bento Box:   "Join me, Nan Hyde, to 
make a healthy, colorful, and lovely 
Japanese obento for spring! We'll 
use local products and in-store 
items so it's fresh and convenient to 
make. It is delicious even when it's 
cold! Enjoy it for a cherry blossom 
picnic, lunch break at school/work, 
or at home! If you have your own 
favorite Bento box and want to use 
and show it for the class, please feel 
proud to bring it! 
▶  10:30 - 11:45 a.m. 
▶  Free.  

▶  Brattleboro Food Co-op Community 
Room, 7 Canal St. Information: Visit  BFC.
coo p/events/ to register.  

 Recreation 
WILMINGTON   Solitaire:   Card 
games have been around for cen-
turies - and for a very good reason. 
They can be easy to learn, you can 
do it everywhere, and it's fun for 
all ages! Come to the library with a 
friend or family members to learn 
some new ones. These solitaires can 
be done on your own or with others. 
Get a free pack of cards! 
▶  2 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Pettee Memorial Library, 16 S. Main St. 
Information: 802-464-8557;  petteelibrary.
org .  

 Community building 
CHESTERFIELD   Creative Ches-
terfield Artisan Fair:   A variety of 
locally made products will be avail-
able for sale. 
▶  10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Event is o� ered through 
the Chesterfield Economic Development 
Committee to support local artisans. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Chesterfield Town Hall, 490 Rte. 63. 
Information: 603-363-4624.  

 Activism 
BRATTLEBORO   Weekly Gaza Vigil   
▶  12 noon to 1 p.m. weekly. O� ered by Tim 
Stevenson. 
▶  Brattleboro Post O� ice, Main St. Infor-
mation:  postoilsolutions.org .  

 SUNDAY 

 28 
 Music 
NORTHAMPTON   Benefit Concert: 
Zara Bode's Little Big Band:   Zara 
Bode's Little Big Band performs 
classic American swing to delight 
the ears, eyes, feet. Inspired by 
the likes of Duke Ellington, Django 
Reinhardt, and Ella Fitzgerald the 
band features top shelf chanteuse 
Zara Bode (of Signature Sounds 
artists The Sweetback Sisters) and a 
sizzling horn section led by clarinet-
ist/arranger Anna Patton. From chic 
to cheeky, the Little Big Band digs 
into the classics with aplomb and 
a� ection creating vibrant new takes 
on old radio hits. 
▶  7 p.m. Note: Dancing is not required but 
be forewarned your feet may be inspired. 
▶  Suggested donation: $10 to $30. No one 
turned away for lack of funds.  
▶  Edwards Church, 297 Main St. Informa-
tion: More information, email:  annameryl@
gmail.com . 
BRATTLEBORO   Final Performance 
by the Blanche Moyse Chorale: 
  Concert includes two works by J.S. 
Bach: The familiar motet "Jesu, 
meine Freude" and Cantata BWV 23 
("Du wahre Gott und Davids Sohn"), 
as well as the lovely "Musikalische 
Exquien" by Heinrich Schütz, the 
first known requiem in German. 
Chorale led by Mark Nelson. This 
concert serves as an important 
moment to honor the ensemble for 
more than 45 years of upli� ing and 
moving performances. 
▶  4 p.m. concert. A� ernoon concludes with 
a festive reception where both past/present 
Chorale members can share memories/ re-
member voices from the past. Includes a slide 
show and perhaps singing. BMC is collecting 
photos for slide show. If you have some to 
share, email them to BMC at info@bmcvt.org 
or send by regular mail. 
▶  $20 general admission in advance, $25 at 
door. $10 youth. Free for ages 12 and under.  
▶  Brattleboro Music Center, 72 Blanche 
Moyse Way. Information: 802-257-4523; 
bmcvt.org .  

 Local history 
HINSDALE   Hinsdale Historical 
Society Annual Meeting followed 
by Rebecca Rule:   In "Moved and 
Seconded, New Hampshire Town 
Meeting" Rebecca Rule gathers and 
tells stories. Author of books for 
adults and children set in NH, her 
latest, "NH Trivia," will be out in May. 
Other books include "That Reminds 
Me of a Funny Story," a memoir/how 
to/compendium of Yankee humor, 
and "The Iciest, Diciest, Scariest 
Sled Ride Ever." For NHPTV she hosts 
"Our Hometown." Each show fea-
tures a di� erent NH town - its stories 
told by those who liv 
▶  1 p.m. Business meeting followed by 
Rebecca Rule. Refreshments served following 
Rebecca's program and viewing of a recent 
donation of silver service and accompanying 
serving pieces. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Col. Ebenezer Hinsdale House, 609 
Brattleboro Rd.  

 Well-being 
BRATTLEBORO   "10 Things You 
Think Will Save the Planet, but 
Probably Won't and What Will": 
  Dr. Alexander More's research focus-
es on the impact of climate change 
on population and ecosystem health 
and the economy. Dr. He's author 
of several landmark studies of the 
impact of climate on pandemics and 
pollution, and an active contribu-
tor to environmental health, health 
economics, sustainability, planetary 
health fields. By using ultra-high-
resolution climatic, epidemiological, 
ecological and archeo-scientific 
records.  
▶  5 p.m. This talk by Dr. More of UMass is 
possible w/ support from Windham World 
A� airs Council. Dr. More brings broader 
perspective to recent drastic environmental 
changes, one allowing stark compari-
sons between current and past trends in 
temperature, pollution, pandemic disease, 
extreme weather, all which directly impact 
food production, human health, economic 
prosperity, and political stability. 
▶  This is a public event. but there is a sug-
gested donation of $10. No one will be turned 
away for lack of funds.  
▶  One Eighteen Elliot, 118 Elliot St. Infor-
mation:   118elliot.com . 
BRATTLEBORO   "10 Things You 
Think Will Save the Planet, but 
Probably Won't and What Will�: 

SUMMER 
PROGRAM
Registration

REGISTER NOW!
Register in person at the Gibson Aiken Center

207 Main Street, Brattleboro. Call 802-254-5808.
Monday - Friday: 9am - Noon / 1pm - 4:30pm

To register online, scan the QR code,
or visit brattleboro.gov/recreation-and-parksbrattleboro.gov/recreation-and-parks

REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!

Empowering youth and adults with disabilities through 
the expressive arts while building self-con� dence, 

leadership, and community.

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
2024 Summer Expressive Arts
Immersive One-Week Camps

Attend online or in-person
In-person classes are held at West Village Meeting House 

West Brattleboro, Vermont from 8:30am-12:00pm.

Monday, June 17th – Friday, June 21st
Monday, June 24th – Friday, June 28th

Monday, July 8th – Friday, July 12th

Sign up for one, two, or all three weeks.
Part-time enrollment each week is available. 

FOR YOUTH AND ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES

For more information contact directors:
Laura Lawson Tucker & Darlene Jenson

802-387-0765
info@theatreadventure.org
www.theatreadventure.org

Inclusive theater with 
artistry & belief in self

185 Grafton Rd, Townshend, VT
gracecottage.org • 802-365-4331

New Patients Welcome
On-site Lab, X-ray, CT scanner, & Pharmacy

Primary Care
with Compassion & Convenience
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a r t s  &  c o m m u n i t y  C A L E N D A R
THURSDAY C O N T. SATURDAY C O N T.FRIDAY C O N T.



since 

1984

order books online or by email
www.everyonesbks.com
info@everyonesbks.com

25 Elliot Street
 Brattleboro, VT
802.254.8160

We are OPEN! 
9:30-5:30 Mon.-Sat.; 11-5 Sun.

www.members1cu.com 

10 Browne Court   

P.O. Box 8245 

N. Brattleboro, VT   05304 
Y Y Y Y               

Tel: (802) 257-5131 

Fax: (802) 257-5837 

members1cu.com

10 Browne Crt.
P.O. Box 8245

N. Brattleboro, VT 05304

Tel: (802) 257-5131
Fax: (802) 257-5837

SEPTIC TANK SERVICE CLEANING
Commercial & Residential Septic Pumping

HOUGHTON SANITARY
SERVICE INC.

Family Owned 
for 50 years

Call 802-254-9221
Guilford Ctr. Rd. Guilford, VT

Portable Toilet Rentals
also available

dfd
latchis.com | 802.246.1500

BOY KILLS WORLD R
FRI. & SAT.     4:15 / 6:50 / 9:00
SUNDAY                  1:45 & 6:50
MON.-THUR.           4:15 & 6:50

CHALLENGERS   R        
FRIDAY         4:15 / 6:35 / 9:00
SATURDAY  2:15 & 6:35 / 9:00
SUNDAY                 2:15 & 6:35
MON.-THUR.          4:15 & 6:35

MINISTRY OF 
UNGENTLEMANLY 
WARFARE              R
FRIDAY           4:15 / 6:45 / 9:05
SATURDAY    2:00 / 6:45 / 9:05
SUNDAY                 2:00 & 6:45
MON.-THUR.           4:15 & 6:45

CIVIL WAR            R
FRIDAY           4:15 / 6:40 / 9:00
SATURDAY    2:00 / 6:40 / 9:00
SUNDAY                 2:00 & 6:40
MONDAY                            6:40
TUE.-THUR.            4:15 & 6:40

PALESTINE FILM SERIES
SUNDAY AT 4PM
UPROOTING ADDICTION
MONDAY AT 4PM

latchis.com | 802.246.1500

RESPECT          PG-13  
3:50 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:30 & 9:10 PM – NIGHTLY

CANDYMAN          R

4 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:50 & 8:50 PM – NIGHTLY

FREE GUY       PG-13  
3:40 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:40 & 9 PM – NIGHTLY

GREEN KNIGHT R  
4 PM DAILY – SAT.
6:45 PM – NIGHTLY
(NO 6:45 THURSDAY, 9/2)

REMINISCENCE PG-13  
9:15 PM – NIGHTLY

Latchis Arts’ 
Spotlight Film Series

November’s theme: 
Black Voices
Featuring “Get Out”
Thursday, Nov. 5, at 7 pm
Suggested donation $10
Continues Thursdays 
in November
Sponsored by 
Hermit Thrush Brewery

Visit latchis.com

T H E A T R E
latchis.com          802.246.1500

Manager’s Pick of the Week 
ROCKETMAN          R

1:50 matinees Sat & Sun
6:50 & 9:00 nightly

DARK PHOENIX PG-13
1:45 matinees Sat & Sun 

6:40 & 9:00 nightly

THE SECRET LIFE OF 
PETS 2   PG

2:00 matinees Sat & Sun
6:45 nightly

FRIDAY 6/7 - 
THURSDAY 6/13

GODZILLA: KING OF 
THE MONSTERS    PG-13

1:40 matinees Sat & Sun
6:40 & 9:00 nightly

Bolshoi Ballet presents: 
CARMEN/
PETRUSCHKA        PG
Sunday, June 9th at 4:00 PM

AUG. 27 – SEPT. 2APRIL 26 - MAY 2

Dine In
Live Music
Online Ordering for
Take Out / Delivery.

Free delivery 
in downtown area!

latchispub.com

 BRATTLEBORO—Sunday, 
April 28, marks the � nal perfor-
mance by the Blanche Moyse 
Chorale.

The 4 p.m. concert at the 
Brattleboro Music Center will 
include two works by J. S. 
Bach: the motet “Jesu, meine 
Freude” and Cantata BWV 23 
(“Du wahrer Gott und Davids 
Sohn”), as well as “Musikalische 
Exequien” by Heinrich Schütz. 
The Chorale will be led by con-
ductor Mark Nelson.

This will be the last perfor-
mance of  this group of  singers 
as the Blanche Moyse Chorale, 
and it will serve as an important 

moment to honor the ensem-
ble’s more than 45 years of  per-
formances. “For many, singing 
in the Blanche Moyse Chorale, 
or attending their beautiful 
concerts, stand out as beloved 
life memories,” say organizers.

The Chorale will be accom-
panied by an ensemble includ-
ing: Kathy Andrew, Colleen 
Jennings, Sarah Briggs, Michelle 
Liechti, violins; Greg Diehl, 
Stephanie Railsback, vio-
las; Judith Serkin, cello; Paul 
Horak, bass; Aaron Lakota, 
Chris Rua, oboe; and Greg 
Hayes, organ.

The afternoon will conclude 

with a reception, where both 
past and present Chorale mem-
bers will have the opportunity 
to share memories and to re-
member voices from the past. 
There will be a slide show and 
perhaps even some singing.

The BMC is collecting pho-
tographs for the slide show. 
Those who have some to share 
are invited to send them to the 
BMC at  info@bmcvt.org .

Tickets are $20 ($25 at the 
door), $10 for youths, and free 
for under 12. Purchase at  bmcvt.
org , 802-257-4523, or  info@
bmcvt.org . 

 Blanche Moyse 
Chorale gives its fi nal 
performance on April 28  

 BRATTLEBORO—Brooks 
Memorial Library will host four-
minute readings by a group of  
poets who have poems in store-
fronts downtown as part of  
Poems Around Town (PAT), 
organized by Write Action and 
supported by the library and the 
Brattleboro Literary Festival. 
The reading will take place on 
Saturday, April 27, at 2 p.m.

Celebrating National Poetry 
Month, poems are up for the 
month of  April and sometimes 
beyond. This year, 42 downtown 
locations are participating, with 
more than 80 poems chosen from 
those submitted by poets living 
throughout Vermont and the tri-
state region with an emphasis on 
the Brattleboro area.

Poems range from the nostal-
gia of  Lynn Martin’s “Green” 

(Distinctive Decor) or Sydney 
Lea’s “Education” (Stevens and 
Associates) to re� ections on the 
moment in Kevin O’Keefe’s “Ten 
Day Retreat” (The Works). From 
the state of  the world in Verandah 
Porche’s “Cease Fire Sleep” 
(Everyone’s Books) and Toni 
Ortner’s “We Cannot Decipher” 
(Turn It Up) to the yearning for 
spring in Kent Young’s “Perhaps 
a Da� odil” (Windham Florist).

Writers who have published 
a book of  their poems will have 
them for sale.

Refreshments will be available 
at intermission and after the read-
ing. The reading will be down-
stairs in the library’s main room. 
For more information, email 
info@writeaction.org . 

 Write Action hosts 
poetry reading  

 Next Stage 
features a night of 
Mediterranean music  

 PUTNEY—Long River 
CircleSinging, led by Paris Kern, 
will be presented on Sunday, April 
28, from 3 to 5 p.m., at Next 
Stage Arts, 15 Kimball Hill.

This “composed in the mo-
ment” singing format was cre-
ated by Bobby McFerrin and his 
colleagues. Kern has been leading 
circles since 2013 and says she is 
excited to bring this to southern 
Vermont.

“CircleSinging is an oppor-
tunity to tune in, listen deeply, 
shed beliefs and judgments, and 
tap into something larger than a 
single individual,” Kern said in 
a news release. “It’s powerful. 

It’s embodied. It’s bonding. It’s 
healing. It’s life-affirming. Be 
heard. Join in. These times need 
our voices, our songs, our unique 
Beings. The spirit of  improv 
teaches us to be in the moment 
and teaches us the resilience we 
need for living in these uncer-
tain times.”

Register at  bit.ly/762-sing . 
There is a suggested donation of  
$20, but no one will be turned 
away due to lack of  funds. For 
more information, contact Kern 
at  pariskern@comcast.net . For 
more about CircleSinging, watch 
this video at  bit.ly/762-kern . 

 CircleSinging o� ers 
improvisation, resilience  

 WEST BRATTLEBORO—
Activist singer-songwriting and 
folk music icons, Sally Rogers, 
Claudia Schmidt, and Emma’s 
Revolution join together for 
a benefit concert at All Souls 
Church in West Brattleboro on 
Thursday, May 2, at 7 p.m.

Funds are being raised for 
“Standing Together,” a grassroots 
movement mobilizing Jewish and 
Palestinian citizens of  Israel in 
pursuit of  peace, equality, and 
social and climate justice.

“At a time when we are all try-
ing to come to terms with what’s 
happening in Israel and Palestine, 
we think this fundraising con-
cert can make a meaningful con-
tribution to ease the su� ering,” 
George Carvill, the organizer of  
the concert at All Souls, said in a 
news release.

Sandy O of  Emma’s Revolution 
said, “War disproportionately 
affects women and children, 
and so we have chosen to make 
this concert a fundraiser for the 
Standing Together Movement, 
who are a movement of  Jewish 
and Palestinian Israelis for a just 
and shared future.”

In this time of  conflict, 
Standing Together has focused 
its years of  community-build-
ing activism for peace, equality, 
and social and climate justice to 
� ght for life, freedom, and safety 
for Palestinians and Israelis. A 
portion of  funds raised from 
this event will go to Standing 
Together’s ongoing grassroots 
work to end the war and release 
the hostages, and their long-term 
work building the movement for 
peace, justice, and equality in 
Israel-Palestine.

This is the second year of  the 
“Every Day Is Mother’s Day 
Tour” to celebrate women’s 
voices. Performers will share the 
stage again to create four-part 
harmonies to, as Pat Humphries 
of  Emma’s Revolution says, “Lift 
up mothers and foremothers, 
trailblazers and hell-raisers of  all 
kinds.” Sally Rogers adds, “The 
actions we can take and the songs 
we can sing to make this world a 
better place are the focus of  our 
lives’ work and will take center 
stage in these concerts.”

Schmidt and Rogers have been 
perfecting their craft of  perform-
ing for over four decades, both as 
solo artists and as a duo. Schmidt 
says hers is a quirky and won-
derful hodge-podge (her word!) 
of  music, poetry, story, laughter, 
drama, and celebrating the mo-
ment. Work in clubs, theaters, 
festivals, TV, and radio has added 
depth and dimension, and since 

she has always included her origi-
nal work along with very personal 
versions of  the work of  others, 
“what you get is a unique look at 
the world from someone who says 
what she sees with clarity, humor, 
and wonder,” say organizers.

Rogers began her career as 
a full-time touring musician in 
1979, after encouragement from 
Stan Rogers, the Canadian singer-
songwriter. That was followed 
by an invitation from Garrison 
Keillor to appear on  A Prairie 
Home Companion . She appeared 
more than a dozen times on 
that show, which launched her 
performing career. Her travels 
have since taken her to Europe, 
China, Hungary and Poland, 
England and Scotland and across 
the United States.

“Her concerts enfold the au-
dience in the music as they are 
encouraged to join in through-
out the evening. Her gorgeous 
singing voice, boundless energy 
and good humor are welcomed 
from coast to coast,” organiz-
ers say. Her songs are featured 
in the Unitarian and Quaker 
Hymnals and national school 
music textbooks. They are also 
sung by community groups in 
pub sings and by children on the 
playground.

Emma’s Revolution is the 
award-winning activist duo of  Pat 
Humphries and Sandy O. Now in 
their 22nd year, the duo writes 
songs about critical issues hap-
pening in the world, lending their 
voices to the movements those is-
sues inspire and delivering “mov-
ing, uplifting performances.”

Emma’s Revolution’s songs 
have travel led around the 
world and have been praised by 
Pete Seeger, covered by Holly 
Near, featured on NPR’s  All 
Things Considered  and Paci� ca’s 
Democracy Now! , and sung 
around the world.

A feature documentary,  Keep 
On Moving Forward , is being 
made about Emma’s Revolution, 
their songs, and their work on 
the frontlines of  peace and social 
justice movements by award-
winning independent � lmmaker, 
Tom Weidlinger. Weidlinger has 
been writing, directing, and pro-
ducing documentary films for 
35 years; many of  his � lms have 
won festival awards and 25 have 
aired nationally on public televi-
sion. The � lm is expected to be 
released in 2026.

Tickets are $25 in advance and 
$30 at the door. Advance tickets 
are available at Everyone’s Books 
on Elliot Street in Brattleboro and 
on line at  ascvt.org/mothersday . 

 ‘Every Day Is Mother’s 
Day’ concert at All 
Souls Church  

 River Singers present 
pair of spring concerts  

 Brattleboro Town Arts Fund taking 
applications for arts project funding  

 The Arts Council of  Windham 
County (ACWC) has opened the 
application period for the 2024 
Brattleboro Town Arts Fund 
(TAF) program.

Now in its � fth year, the TAF 
program will offer grants be-
tween $1,000 and $3,000 for 
creative, community-focused 
projects completed between July 
2024 and May 2025. Applications 
are due by May 15. The pro-
gram overview and applica-
tion guidelines can be found at 
artswindhamcounty.org/taf .

TAF’s mission is to promote 
the development and presentation 
of  creative projects that contrib-
ute positively to the greater com-
munity and to the vibrancy and 
diversity of  Brattleboro’s arts and 
cultural landscape. TAF projects 
explore social and quality-of-life 

issues in the community, are 
collaborative in nature, expand 
accessibility and visibility for un-
derrepresented artists and audi-
ences, and highlight Brattleboro’s 
unique assets and qualities.

Over the past four years, TAF 
has received more than 120 grant 
applications and funded more 
than 40 creative initiatives, rep-
resenting a range of  local artists, 
organizations, projects, and cre-
ative potential.

Past TAF projects include 
live theater based on EMT pro-
vider stories, collaborative au-
dio projects exploring the lives 
of  Afghan women, community 
mapping and mural projects, 
LGBTQ+ clay workshops, a 
Lego Letterpress print event, and 
various other multidisciplinary 
performances and workshops in 

dance, puppetry, and visual arts.
This year’s application cycle 

will continue the shift ACWC 
made in 2021 in response to the 
COVID-19 crisis by soliciting 
proposals for low-cost creative 
projects that aim to build connec-
tions and share joy, solidarity, and 
solace in the Brattleboro commu-
nity. A total of  up to $20,000 will 
be awarded in this year’s grant 
cycle. With a maximum award of  
$3,000, the program seeks pro-
posals for projects that are rela-
tively small-scale and achievable 
within the project period (July 
2024–May 2025).

For those interested in learn-
ing more about the TAF appli-
cation process, eligibility, and 
other questions, ACWC will host 
a “TAF Open Hour” Wednesday, 
May 1, from noon to 1 p.m at 
Patio Co� ee, 139 Main St..

Program updates are avail-
able on the ACWC website 
—  artswindhamcounty.org/
taf  — and will be shared on 
ACWC’s Facebook and Instagram 
pages. For questions, email 
townartsfundbratt@gmail.com . 

 PUTNEY—Next Stage Arts 
presents an intimate encounter 
of  voice and strings, sounds and 
cultures, with Duo Andalus, fea-
turing Lala Tamar, at Next Stage, 
15 Kimball Hill, on Sunday, April 
28, at 7 p.m.

“Take a trip through the 
Mediterranean — Flamenco, 
Ladino, Moroccan, Jewish, 
Arabic — merging together 
with Duo Andalus. Lala Tamar’s 
vocal virtuosity blends with Ofer 
Ronen’s � amenco guitar style and 
oud,” says Keith Marks, executive 
director of  Next Stage Arts, in a 
news release. “We love the jour-
ney music brings us on, and for 
this show, we may ask audiences 
to bring a passport.”

The young diva of  Moroccan 
Judeo-Arabic music, Tamar per-
forms Sephardic, Flamenco, and 
Middle Eastern music. She is a 
collector of  lost stories and wom-
en’s song in Haquetia, Moroccan 
Ladino. Accompanied by the gui-
tar of  Ronen, the duo weaves “an 
evening of  tenderness and depth, 
enchanting listeners into a ritual 
that celebrates the roots of  three 

cultures in one.”
Famous on the streets of  

Marrakech, Tamar’s videos have 
collected millions of  hits. Coming 
off  a sold-out debut at Lincoln 
Center, the singer is “an emer-
gent force, delighting new and 
old friends across the globe,” say 
organizers. “An evening with Duo 
Andalus is a pure gift, an unfor-
gettable sweetness.”

Tickets are $20 in advance and 
$25 at the door. Advance tick-
ets are available at  nextstagearts.
org .  For information, cal l 
802-387-0102. 

M usic expresses 
t h a t  wh i c h 

cannot be said and on 
which it is impossible 
to be silent. 

—VICTOR HUGO

 WESTMINSTER WEST—
The 60-voice River Singers 
Community Chorus will per-
form a concert of  eclectic world 
music at 4 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 27 and 28, at the 
Westminster West Church.

The River Singers, in its 33rd 
year, is a multi-generational com-
munity choir led by Mary Cay 
Brass. The choir sings a variety 
of  community-based music from 
many diverse cultural and musi-
cal traditions.

Brass will be joined by Dr. 
Kathy Bullock, Professor Emerita 
from Berea College, who is a 
workshop clinician, choral con-
ductor, arranger, and scholar in 
the field of  African American 
music. This is the 12th time Dr. 
Bullock has worked with the 
River Singers, sharing the joy of  
gospel, spirituals, freedom songs, 
and West African praise songs.

The River Singers Choir is ded-
icated to musical diplomacy, us-
ing music as a bridge for learning 
about and enjoying other cultures 
while, at the same time, using 
their concerts to bene� t peace-
building projects. This concert 
will feature love songs from the 
Balkans, liturgical hymns from 
the Republic of  Georgia, South 

African church hymns, as well 
as traditional and contemporary 
shape note music.

The River Singers has a num-
ber of  excellent musicians as its 
members who enrich the choir 
with their accompaniments to 
the Balkan songs. Joining director 
Brass on accordion will be Walter 
Slowinski on clarinet, Mary Lea 
and Laurie Rabut on � ddle, and 
Richie Davis on percussion.

Admission to the concerts is 
$15-$25 by check or cash at the 
door only. Every River Singer 
concert is a benefit for a local 
or global peace initiative. This 
year’s concerts will support the 
Refugee Ministry of  St. Michael’s 
Episcopal Church. For more 
information, email  mcbrass@
vermontel.net . 

M usic is a moral 
law. It gives 

soul to the universe, 
wings to the mind, 
� ight to the imagi-
nation, and charm 
and gaiety to life and 
to everything.

—PLATO
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Hardwick. He coaches the after-
school drama club, for which he 
has written a number of  scripts. 
Love Lost Diaries  was written for 
his students to perform at the 
regional high school drama fes-
tival in St. Johnsbury in March 
2013. This production, a south-
ern Vermont premiere, is the � rst 
staging of  the play by a commu-
nity theater group, and continues 
Guilford Center Stage’s mission 
to present work by Vermont 
playwrights.

In this short play, three high 
school students have an interest-
ing after-school pastime: They 
watch the obituaries and sneak 
into unoccupied houses, looking 
for spare cash. In this play, they 
are pulled into the lives of  the de-
ceased couple.

Nina Bond is stage manager, 
with scenic design by Ada Brown. 
Don McLean is producer of  this, 
Guilford Center Stage’s 12th, 

production.
Cast members are Valentine 

Chute, Julie Holland, Brandy 
Reynolds, Dyana Lee, Rich 
Cianflone, Nina Bond, Archer 
Holland, and Bob Brown.

Both plays in this 2024 sea-
son are by Vermont playwrights, 
with the October production a re-
vival of  Guilford poet Verandah 
Porche’s  Broad Brook Anthology .

Guilford Center Stage is a 
project of  Broad Brook Grange, 
which celebrates its 150th birth-
day this year, and whose building 
is now Broad Brook Community 
Center, a Vermont Historic Site. 
The Grange organization con-
tinues as a partner of  the BBCC.

BBCC, 3940 Guilford Center 
Road, is fully ADA-accessible, 
with an elevator to the second-
� oor theater space. Tickets for 
Love Lost Diaries  are $14 at the 
door, or via Brown Paper Tickets 
online at  bpt.me/6247266 . 

faculty member at SIT Graduate 
Institute/World Learning for 
over 25 years. With a doctorate in 
global leadership, she also served 
on the adjunct graduate faculty of  
Marlboro College, which closed 
in 2020.

“My whole trajectory has been 
through contemplative practice 
— mainly mindfulness practice,” 
Alderfer explained. “Over many 
decades, that was interwoven with 
writing books about mindfulness 
— particularly a children’s book, 
Mindful Monkey, Happy Panda
(Simon & Schuster), and then, 
in 2015, a mindfulness book for 
educators.”

That book,  Teaching from the 
Heart of  Mindfulness  (Green 
Writers Press) with a foreword 
by His Holiness the XIV Dalai 
Lama, won a Foreword INDIES 
award for educational literature.

 Two worlds 
intersect 

A certi� ed microdosing coach 
and certified yoga therapist, 
Alderfer sums up her approach 
on her LinkedIn profile as “a 
Western perspective from both 
the North and South Americas 
with the deep spirituality of  the 
East."

Alderfer � rst engaged in mi-
crodosing after a “macro-dosing 
journey” that yielded awareness 
of  the complementary bene� ts of  
mindfulness and the therapeutic 
use of  psychedelics.

Curiosity and an eagerness to 
delve into the intersections of  
those two worlds led Alderfer to 
further her education with an on-
line course from the Microdosing 
Institute in the Netherlands, a 
10-month training for becoming 
a microdosing facilitator.

“It wasn’t with any intent but 
to understand more about micro-
dosing,” she recalled.

“I’m not a person to just go 
and do something. I want to learn 
about it. To be educated. Just like 
meditation: I wouldn’t just dive 
into meditation without having 
some kind of  structure, some 
background,” Alderfer said.

“I was compelled to learn more 
because my own experience of  
mindful practice became very 
much alive in a microdosing pro-
cess. To me the two were so sim-
ilar: microdosing brings out the 
benefits of  mindfulness [more 
readily], not after years and years 
of  practice.”

Around the same time, Dede 
Cummings, founder and pub-
lisher at Green Writers Press, 
had encouraged Alderfer to do 
another book.

She struggled with what that 
might look like until the answer 
arrived.

“I spoke to Dede. I said, ‘How 
about I do a journal for mindfully 
microdosing?’ And she was totally 
behind that. In my research at the 
time I wrote it, there wasn’t any-
thing out there in the microdosing 
landscape or even in the psyche-
delic community that was spe-
ci� cally about microdosing and 
doing it mindfully.”

That, she said, is “how the idea 
of  a journal came about, and then 
it morphed into more than just a 
journal. I had to give some kind 
of  context, so there’s a guidebook 
that maps out a way of  mindfully 
approaching microdosing.”

 For one 
practitioner, a 
change of heart 

While it is not yet the case, she 
said the hope is that in Vermont, 
psilocybin and related substances 
will become decriminalized “so 
folks could gain access safely and 
easily right here.”

“You can microdose with cer-
tain other substances that are 
legal, so there are options,” she 
said. “Many people reading the 
book are in places where it is le-
gal or decriminalized.”

Alderfer stressed that “it’s re-
ally the process I’m educating 
on; the sourcing I leave to the 
person. My support is more in 
education.”

The Vermont Legislature is 
currently considering the forma-
tion of  a working group to study 
how entheogens [psychoactive 
substances] might bene� t physi-
cal and mental health.

Kurt White, vice president 
of  community partnerships at 
the Brattleboro Retreat, hopes 
to serve in that group if  the bill, 
S.114, passes.

“I’ve been following the re-
search on psychedelics closely 
for a number of  years,” White 
said. “I was initially a skeptic, and 
someone who was professionally 
trained to think of  ‘drugs’ as all 
quite similar to one another — 
especially with respect to their 
harm and addictive potential.”

But after following the research 
in the U.S. and in Europe, White 
has changed his outlook.

“I’ve come to be quite con� -
dent that these drugs — entheo-
gens, psychedelics — are not only 
quite safe for most people, but 
have enormous potential to many 
people who are su� ering in a va-
riety of  ways,” he said.

He cautioned that psyche-
delic drugs are “not for everyone 
and not theanswer to everything 

— and wholly not without some 
risks.”

But, he added, “these sub-
stances, used in a healing context, 
are far, far safer than even com-
monly and widely used substances 
such as alcohol.”

“The way I see it,” said 
Alderfer, “it’s a wave that keeps 
growing whether the government 
supports it or not.”

“The evidence and bene� ts of  
microdosing are so great,” she 
said. “I know 10 years from now 
it’s going to look so completely 
di� erent. We’re just at the cusp 
of  all this change.”

She believes the “stigma 
around microdosing” will change.

“People are seeing the bene� ts 
— physical, emotional, spiritual, 
cognitive well-being — and more 
focus, more endurance, the abil-
ity to stay with a task much lon-
ger,” she said.

“Even with athletes, they’re 
seeing it pays o� .  Golf  Digest  just 
had a spread on microdosing a 
little while ago. It’s really becom-
ing normalized; people are look-
ing at it di� erently. The younger 
generation already normalizes it 
much more than my generation. 
Emotionally, we see that it’s be-
ing used for anxiety.”

“Lastly, the spiritual piece: 
It yields a deeper connection to 
one’s self, to people around them; 
people tend to get out more in 
nature — feel more connected to 
our natural world,” Alderfer said.

“I’m not here to say everyone 
should microdose,” Alderfer said. 
“It’s not a panacea, but if  it’s a 
good match, it can really help.”

As people access such sub-
stances (“in this case, psilo-
cybin”), she believes that 
decriminal izing them can 
“bring about more information, 
education,and [potential] harm 
reduction.”

She adds that one would not 
macrodose psilocybin every week.

“But you can microdose pretty 
much on a regular basis, so you’re 
going to keep building those neu-
ral connections in a soft, gentle, 
subtle way [...] without any side 
effects,” Alderfer said. “With 
microdosing you function com-
pletely normally through your 
normal day.”

She notes the need for the mi-
crodoser to start slowly to � nd the 
sweet spot — the right balance — 
and to take breaks between cycles.

 Setting intentions 
In addition to Alderfer’s talks 

and book signing on April 28, 
she says, “We’re going to set up 
interactive stations where people 
can do di� erent activities. We’ll 
invite people to color beautiful il-
lustrations, all with the metaphor 
of  a garden.”

The event on April 28 will 
also include “a brief  sound bath 
demo” as well as a question-and-
answer session.

As for the book launch, “We 
looked at it as an opportunity 
to collaborate so people get to 
know that [new] space is there,” 
Alderfer said.

Another station will focus on 
intention setting — “the key to 
microdosing mindfully,” she said.

“With mindfulness or micro-
dosing, you start with an inten-
tion and then that’s basically like 
the nutrition or fertilizer for your 
garden,” Alderfer said.

“You don’t know what’s go-
ing to happen, but you watch the 
miracle as things start to grow 
while some things fade away 
like the weeds,” she continued. 
“These are the things we no lon-
ger need.” 

Mindful Microdosing  can be pur-
chased online and at the Byway 
Books event on April 28, for 
which pre-registration is o� ered at 
bywaybooks.co . 

 The cover of  Lauren 
Alderfer’s new book, 
“Mindful Microdosing.” 

  ERIC JONES 

Dyana Lee and Rich Cian� one in “Love Lost Diaries.” 
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  In recognition of Earth Day 2024, 
Windham World A� airs Council 
considers how protecting our 
planet protects our health and the 
economy by hosting a talk with 
climate change expert Dr. Alexander 
More whose research focuses on the 
impact of climate change on popu-
lation and ecosystem health/econo-
my. He authored landmark studies 
on impact of climate on pandemics 
and pollution and contributes to 
the fields of environmental health, 
health economics, sustainability, 
planetary health.  
▶  5 p.m. By using ultra-high-resolution 
climatic, ecological, epidemiological, 
archeoscientific records, More brings 
recent drastic environmental changes into 
broader perspective, allowing stark com-
parisons between current/ past trends in 
temperature, pollution, pandemic disease, 
extreme weather, all which directly impact 
food production, human health, economic 
prosperity, political stability. 
▶  Event is free to the public but a $10 
donation is suggested - registration is 
encouraged.  
▶  One Eighteen Elliot, 118 Elliot St. If 
unable to attend live, a Zoom link is avail-
able upon registering at https://tinyurl.
com/3ythefjj ;  118elliot.com .  

 Community building 
PUTNEY   Long River Circle Singing: 
  This 'composed in the moment' for-
mat was created by Bobby McFerrin 
and his colleagues. CircleSinging 
is an opportunity to tune in, listen 
deeply, shed beliefs/judgments, 
tap into something larger than 
a single individual. Powerful, 
embodied, bonding. It's healing. 
It's life-a� irming. Be heard. Join in. 
These times need our voices, our 
songs, our unique Beings. The spirit 
of improv teaches us to be in the 
moment and resilience we need for 
living in these uncertain times.  
▶  3 - 5 p.m. 
▶  Donations accepted Suggested $20. No 
one turned away due to lack of funds.  
▶  Next Stage Arts Project, 15 Kimball 
Hill. New to Circlesinging? Here's a link 
to a video: https://youtu.be/drRUixtyOZY 
Registration via meetup:  meetup.com/
pioneer-valley-vocal-improvisation-
meetup-group/events/299824715/ .  

 Ideas and education 
BRATTLEBORO   Brattleboro Time 
Trade Annual Meeting: Keynote 
Speaker/Facilitator Eric Bachman 
- "Sociocracy, a form of Dynamic 
Governance"   
▶  1-4 p.m. 
▶  Free and open to all.  
▶  The Root Social Justice Center, 28 Wil-
liams St., 1st fl. Information: 802-254-3400; 
therootsjc.org .  

 Film and video 
BRATTLEBORO   "Palestinian 
Resilience": Five short films 
(part of the Palestinian Film 
Series):   "Made in Palestine" (2019), 
8 min. "Farming Under Fire in 
Gaza" (2018), 10 min. "Return to 
Seifa Village" (2014), 16 min. "Gaza 
Monologues Documentary" (2010), 
23 min. "Horizon" (2013), 18 min.  
▶  4 p.m. Brief introductions followed by 
film showings. 
▶  By donation.  
▶  Latchis (Films), 50 Main St. Information: 
Details about the films and organizers, 
SoVT4Palestine, visit:  sovt4palestine.org/
palestine-film-series .  

 MONDAY 
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 The written word 
BELLOWS FALLS   Rockingham Free 
Public Library Announces Cook-
book Club:   Part book club and part 
potluck, cooking enthusiasts are 
invited to a new monthly program 
at the library: Cookbook Club. The 
club is free to join, and cooks of 
all skill levels are welcome. This 
program is made possible by a grant 
from the Association for Rural and 
Small Libraries and is presented as 
part of the "Seed to Spoon: Cultivat-
ing Community" project. 
▶  5:30 p.m. Brief organizing meeting to 
plan together the first o� icial meeting of 
the Cookbook Club in May. Those interested 
are invited to bring favorite cookbooks for 
consideration at the initial gathering and a 
dish to share. Meetings will be held on the 
final Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Rockingham Free Public Library, 65 
Westminster St. Information: More info: 
reference@rockinghamlibrary.org,  802-
463.4270, rockinghamlibrary.org, or visit 
library in person.  

 Well-being 
BRATTLEBORO   Film: "Uproot-
ing Addiction: Healing From The 
Ground Up":   From RC Produc-
tions comes an urgent look at the 
national substance use crisis that 
is ravaging local communities 
across the U.S. At an innovative 
retreat organized by addiction and 
trauma counselor Hope Payson, 
six people from varying walks of 
life - each a� ected by childhood 
trauma - come together to share 
their stories, emerging from crisis 
through community, connection 
and compassion. 
▶  4 - 6 p.m. This event is being o� ered in 
connection to Gov. Phil Scott's 10-Point Ac-
tion Plan for violence reduction, facilitated 
by Col. (Ret.) James W. Baker of JW Leader-
ship Consulting. Presented by the Vermont 
Agency of Human Services and the Town of 
Brattleboro. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Latchis (Films), 50 Main St. Information: 
More information:  sue.gra� @vermont.gov .  

 Arts and crafts 
WILMINGTON   Cra�  and Crochet 
on Mondays:   Bring a project you 
are working on or find some materi-
als at the library to start something 
new! We now have circle looms for 
knitting to check out! 
▶  12 noon - 2 p.m. on Mondays.  
▶  Free.  
▶  Pettee Memorial Library, 16 S. Main St. 
Information: 802-464-8557;  petteelibrary.
org .  

 TUESDAY 
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 Music 
PUTNEY   Anna Patton's SOU-
BRETTES Singing Close Harmony 
Swing   
▶  7 p.m. Seating is first come, first served. 
Carpool if you can - parking is limited. There 
will be desserts and beverages to share a� er 
the performance. 
▶  Free. Contributions of goodies welcome.  
▶  Sun Hill Farm, 120 Plowden Road,.  

 Well-being 
BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro 
Walk-In Clinic:   Primary medical 
treatment for patients ages 18 to 64 
in our community who do not have 
health insurance or who cannot 
a� ord their high deductibles or 
co-insurance. 
▶  5 - 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 
▶  Brattleboro Walk-In Clinic, 191 
Clark Ave. Information: 802-251-8484; 
brattleborowalkinclinic.com .  

 Ideas and education 
PUTNEY Metal Detecting with Rob 
Phillips at Putney Public Library: 
  Rob Phillips, native Vermonter/Put-
ney resident, has been interested in 
history, archaeology, paleontology 
since his childhood but started to 
get serious about metal detecting 
in 2014. "It's the closest we can get 
to time travel, holding items people 
lost hundreds or even thousands 
of years ago." Rob has found many 
items but some stand-out treasures 
are old Spanish coins, buttons, cu�  
links. 
▶  6:30 p.m. Two of the most unique items 
Rob has found are Revolutionary War (1784) 
USA buttons and an extremely rare John 
Adams presidential cu�  link, of which there 
are less than 10 known in existence!.  
▶  Free.  
▶  Putney Public Library, 55 Main St. 
Information: 802-387-4407;  putneylibrary.
org/events .  

 WEDNESDAY 

 1 
 Music 
BRATTLEBORO   Musica Franklin 
Community Concert with Rev. Dr. 
Floyd Williams:   Join Música Frank-
lin for a student performance and 
family-friendly concert with Rev. 
Floyd L. Williams, PhD. Dr. Williams 
is a world-renowned jazz pianist 
and composer. He has performed in 
countries across the globe including 
Germany, India, Argentina, Russia, 
Japan, and France. 
▶  5-6 p.m. This program is supported in 
part by a grant from the Greenfield Local 
Cultural Councils, a local agency which is 
supported by the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency. 
▶  Free and open to the public.  
▶  First United Methodist Church, 18 
Town Crier Dr. Information: 802-254-4218; 
fumcob@gmail.com .  

 Community meals 
WILMINGTON   Cookbook Club: 
  "Two Peas and Their Pod" by Maria 
Lichty. Come and try samples from 
this month's cookbook and talk 
recipes.  
▶  6 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Pettee Memorial Library, 16 S. Main St. 
Information: 802-464-8557;  petteelibrary.
org .  



We are excited to announce our new office at
18 Harmony Place, Brattleboro VT

Come visit us or make an appointment 
to discuss all your real estate needs.

Same phone number and same great real estate professionals
802-257-7979

      

      255 WESTERN AVENUE 
      BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301 
     WWW.BELLVILLEREALTY.COM 
     802-257-7979 
 

        
 

 

 This cozy oasis, nestled behind a row of 
ornamental trees is move in ready! This 
comfortable three bedroom cape has a 
cheerful, spacious kitchen with butcher 
block counter tops and wood floors 
throughout. There is a deck, a level back 
yard, a one car garage and a paved 
driveway. Bring your furniture and your 
recipes, snuggle in and make this house 
your home. This pleasant neighborhood 
is an easy walk to downtown, the 
hospital and Oak Grove and Brattleboro 
High Schools. 

$176,500 : CALL SUSAN BELLVILLE 802-
257-7979 X2 
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 Brattleboro

   ON  T UESDAY , A PRIL  30, 
Jim Baker and Gov. 
Phil Scott’s Public 
Safety Enhancement 

Team (PSET) will host more 
than 100 community, govern-
ment, business, and nonpro� t 
leaders at a “Call to Action 
Symposium — Public Safety 
Enhancement” at the SIT cam-
pus in Brattleboro.

 This event will be the cul-
mination of  several months of  
Baker’s consulting with town 
government and community 
leaders aimed at, in his words, 
a “bigger picture about how 
to coordinate and collaborate” 
around public safety.

This process is a piece of  
Gov. Scott’s 10-Point Plan, re-
leased in 2022 as part of  a na-
tionwide backlash to 2020 

movements to defund and abol-
ish the police.

In Brattleboro, the 
Community Safety Review 
(CSR) Committee recommen-
dations — which have been 
saddled with a sort of  political 
taboo in town — have been de-
layed even further to allow for 
Baker’s process to unfold.

The CSR was a bottom-up 
process facilitated by trusted, 
radical community organiz-
ers and grounded in the experi-
ence of  those most targeted and 
harmed by policing.

Its exploration into safety and 
well-being in Brattleboro iden-
ti� ed the many material strug-
gles facing our communities and 
the role of  policing in oppress-
ing those most dispossessed and 
marginalized. The CSR report 
also compiled many possibili-
ties to address harm, change 
systems, and meaningfully shift 
power.

The PSET is based on a 
much more limited under-
standing of  community safety, 
and one that re-centers police, 
even as it gestures halfheartedly 

toward public health.
Unsurprisingly, the possibili-

ties for change are more limited, 
too — prioritizing communica-
tion, collaboration, and mutual 
understanding among service 
providers.

Crucially, this process uses 
the state’s power and legitimacy 
to compel those who may agree 
with the values and recommen-
dations of  the CSR to none-
theless participate in the PSET 
forums or else lose access to a 
“seat at the table.”

This is no accident.

 R EFORM IS A FORM OF  counterin-
surgency against radical move-
ments, as abolitionist thinkers 
like Orisanmi Burton and Dylan 
Rodríguez teach us, because it 
conjures a façade of  change to 

JONATHAN ELWELL  organizes with Vermont Just 
Justice ( vtjustjustice.org ), an organization whose mission is “to 
promote the reform of the criminal legal system through monitor-
ing and changing Vermont laws that promote mass incarceration 
and excessive punishment.” 

V I E W P O I N T

 ‘Public safety’ is not 
community safety 
 The governor’s Public Safety Enhancement Team is part of a 
nationwide backlash to 2020 movements to defund and abolish 
the police. Its process is at odds with Brattleboro’s Community 
Safety Review (CSR) Committee recommendations.  

  JEFF POTTER/COMMONS FILE PHOTO 

A 2020 demonstration in support of  the Black Lives Matter movement drew thousands to downtown Brattleboro. 
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   BACK IN THE  late 19th 
and early 20th cen-
turies, when agrar-
ian and rural lifestyles 

gave way to urbanization 
following the Industrial 
Revolution, everything 
changed for women in dra-
matic ways.

 As the late Barbara 
Ehrenreich pointed out in her 
important book,  For Her Own 
Good , tenement living left 
women in despair as a total 
cultural and economic tidal 
wave began.

Some of  the luckier ones 
found work as seamstresses, 
maids, and other low-paying 
jobs, but the changing world 
a� ected all social classes. 
Karl Marx realized this when 
he wrote  The Communist 
Manifesto , as the old world 
order was rapidly chang-
ing and a new order began to 
take shape.

“All � xed, fast-frozen re-
lations, with their train of  
ancient and venerable preju-
dices and opinions are swept 
away,” he wrote. “All that is 
solid melts into air, all that 
is holy is profaned, and man 
is at least compelled to face 
with sober senses his real 
conditions of  life and his re-
lations with his kind.”

That melting down and re-
modeling of  a new order led 
to the prevalent male ques-
tion: What are we going to do 
about the women?

For women in all so-
cial classes, the question 
was personal — and, as we 
now know, “the personal is 
political.”

Victorian mores were 
questioned and rejected, 
women’s instincts trumped 
obligation, and the question 

became: How will women 
survive in the modern world?

As Ehrenreich wrote, 
“The women who lost years 
of  their youth to depression, 
who � rst tasted liberation 
from grinding jobs and sex-
ual exploitation, who poured 
their hearts into diaries while 
their strength drained into 
childbearing and child rear-
ing all lived out the Woman 
Question.”

It’s a question that takes 
on new meaning in a world 
in which women are still do-
ing grinding work, still being 
subjected to violence, sexual 
exploitation and abuse, and 
now, once again, having their 
bodies held captive by men 
who are deeply threatened by 
women’s agency or equality.

 L ET ME BEGIN  by asking this: 
What are we going to do 
about the women in India, 
whose grinding work keeps 
supplying companies like 
Coke and Pepsi with sugar? 

As a March story in 
The   New York Times  re-
vealed, those two compa-
nies have turned the state of  
Maharashtra into a brutal 
system that exploits women 
and children who work there.

According to the Fuller 
Project, on whose work the 
Times  story is based, women 
of  childbearing age are sub-
jected to unnecessary hys-
terectomies and sterilization 

ELAYNE CLIFT
( elayne-cli� .com ) has 
written this column about 
women, politics, and so-
cial issues from the earli-
est days of this newspaper. 

 C O L U M N 

 What are we 
going to do about 
the women? 
 Violence against women is on 
the rise, including the murder 
of trans women, rape as a war 
crime, child marriages, and 
attempts to deny women’s 
agency over their bodies  

  GROUNDWORKSVT.ORG 

An architect’s conceptual drawing of  a new Morningside House. 
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   THIS HAS BEEN  a most 
challenging year 
for Groundworks 
Collaborative, for the 

people we serve, and for the 
greater Brattleboro community.

 The sta�  and board of  
Groundworks are committed to 
resiliency and to building and 
maintaining caring relation-
ships — understanding that we 
all must do our part to build a 
stronger community.

“Our part” at Groundworks 
is primarily supporting peo-
ple who are experiencing 

homelessness and/or food in-
security, providing temporary 
shelter, and assisting individu-
als as they transition to more 
independent and sustainable 
housing.

With this in mind, we have 
begun planning for a new 
shelter at 81 Royal Rd. We 
and our predecessor agency, 
Morningside House, operated 

a shelter at that location from 
1979 until April 3, 2023, when 
our friend and colleague Leah 
Rosin-Pritchard died tragically 
at the site and we closed the 
program.

We needed some time to be-
gin healing and to rethink the 
Morningside program in the 
broader context of  signi� cant 
changes — both to increase 

V I E W P O I N T

 New beginnings 
 A year after a tragic death at 
Morningside House, a new structure 
in its place will provide greater 
safety and an enhanced capacity   

safety and improve program-
ming — that we have been 
implementing across all of  
Groundworks services.

 F OR THE PAST  several months, 
we have put a great deal of  
thought into the building and 
the programmatic changes that 
we expect will be notable im-
provements for shelter resi-
dents, Groundworks’ sta� , and 

our neighborhood. 
We have consulted with 

Morningside Commons resi-
dents and with housing and 
social service o�  cials, both lo-
cally and statewide. We are ea-
ger to announce these plans to 
the broader Brattleboro area 
community.

To create the program we 
envision at Morningside, we 
intend to raze the existing 

buildings on the site and build 
a new, thoughtfully designed 
structure.

Renovating the existing 
farmhouse would be very ex-
pensive and would result in 
fewer people being served than 
the 30-bed program that we 
previously operated there.

Our architecture � rm special-
izes in designing shelters and 

■ SEE MORNINGSIDE HOUSE, C2

LIBBY BENNETT  and  RITA RAMIREZ  submitted 
this piece on behalf of Groundworks Collaborative, where they 
serve as executive director and board chair, respectively. 
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stabilize oppressive systems. 
The state reinforces these sys-
tems by co-opting movement 
language, defanging radi-
cal demands, and redefining 
the boundaries of  acceptable 
change and respectable tactics.

These dynamics have been 
evident in the nationwide 
movement to reassert police 
power post-2020.

That summer, Baker 
retweeted multiple posts that 
included the Thin Blue Line 
insignia — symbolism that has 
proliferated in the past de-
cade as part of  the Blue Lives 
Matter backlash to the Black 
Lives Matter movement.

Baker’s Twitter account 
also includes retweets of  Bill 
Bratton, the infamous former 
New York Police Department 
commissioner behind bro-
ken-windows policing, such 
as “Another nail in the failed 
Defund the Police Movement” 

and “#ReFundThePolice.”
Despite his attempts to ap-

pear apolitical, these exam-
ples show that Baker is keenly 
aware of  the antagonistic rela-
tionship between abolitionist 
movements and efforts to aug-
ment police power, and they 
clearly illuminate his allegiance 
in this conflict.

BAKER HAS A HISTORY of  stabi-
lizing and reinvigorating op-
pressive systems in moments 
of  crisis, most recently with 
the Vermont Department of  
Corrections.

He became interim com-
missioner in 2019 after Mike 
Touchette resigned following 
reports of  widespread sex-
ual, physical, and emotional 
abuse at Chittenden Regional 
Correctional Facility (CRCF), 
Vermont’s only women’s 
prison.

Beginning under Baker’s 

leadership, the DOC trans-
formed this crisis into a call 
for a $500 million investment 
in new prison construction — 
starting with $90 million for a 
new women’s prison to replace 
CRCF.

Around the same period, 
it emerged that the DOC had 
been complicit and neglect-
ful in Kenneth Johnson’s death 
and had then moved to hide 
their culpability.

Baker managed the fallout 
and, in subsequent interviews 
and hearings, described on-
going deaths behind bars and 
the DOC’s systematic, unlaw-
ful failure to carry out death 
investigations as a “cultural 
problem.”

Today, the same violent sys-
tems are still leading to pre-
mature deaths, followed by yet 
more empty promises of  re-
form and progress.

THESE ARE NOT problems with 
culture — they are ingrained 
features of  a system that relies 
on exploitation, dispossession, 
and violence.

Reducing the scourges of  
capitalism and imperialism 
to issues of  management and 
communication is a counterin-
surgent tactic that serves to re-
inforce these systems.

This is not about intentions; 
it is about power. Baker’s pro-
cess is reasserting state and po-
lice power.

If  we are serious about ac-
tually addressing root causes, 
ending systems of  violence, 
and creating liberatory com-
munities, we must speak 
frankly on these dynamics and 
act strategically to build the 
kind of  revolutionary commu-
nal power that cannot be ab-
sorbed by the state.

Brattleboro

EVERY APRIL, communities and housing or-
ganizations across this country recognize 
Fair Housing Month, commemorating 
the 1968 passage of  the landmark civil 

rights law that outlawed discriminatory housing 
practices.

Yet despite nearly six decades of  fair housing 
efforts and advocacy, people of  color continue to 
face challenges in realizing the American dream 
of  homeownership.

Our country has a deep history of  systemic ra-
cial discrimination in the housing industry. This 
discrimination, once both legal and widely ac-
cepted, has created entrenched patterns of  seg-
regation in our communities and very effectively 
excluded whole populations of  color from accu-
mulating wealth through homeownership, some-
thing that white families have benefited from 
across multiple generations.

The fact is, Vermont remains one of  the least 

diverse states in the nation and has one of  the 
highest homeownership gaps in the country be-
tween Black, Indigenous, and people of  color 
(BIPOC) and white residents.

The policies and practices that created this in-
equity were intentional. This calls for an equally 
intentional response.

HERE IN VERMONT, there are some positive things 
happening to address this disparity and change 
the experience for BIPOC homebuyers.

• The BIPOC Financial Empowerment 
(webuildequity.org) program piloted here in 
Brattleboro has received funding from the M&T 
Charitable Foundation and has expanded into the 

state to provide knowledge, tools, resources, and 
coaching to support the financial well-being of  
BIPOC people.

The program offers free, trauma-informed, 
culturally relevant financial education through 
monthly workshops on various financial topics; a 
supportive affinity group setting; and one-on-one 
coaching.

• Our colleagues at the Champlain Housing 
Trust have announced the statewide expansion of  
their Homeownership Equity Program, a special-
purpose credit program, offering down payment 
assistance to BIPOC shared-equity buyers. As a 
shared-equity provider, WWHT will have access 
to this funding for BIPOC homebuyers in our 
community.

• The Federal Home Loan Bank of  Boston is 
opening Lift Up, a new special-purpose credit 
program designated for BIPOC homebuyers.

The program provides $50,000 in down-pay-
ment and closing-cost assistance toward the 

purchase of  a first home. The program is avail-
able through member banks of  the Federal Home 
Loan Bank of  Boston.

• The Vermont Housing Finance Agency is 
continuing their First Generation Homebuyer 
program, a $15,000 grant toward a home pur-
chase targeting populations that have been histor-
ically excluded from homeownership.

HOME IS WHERE the heart is, and home is where 
the wealth is, too.

By empowering prospective BIPOC homebuy-
ers with financial counseling and homebuyer edu-
cation resources, access to capital and credit, and 
a more equitable playing field in the public pol-
icy arenas, we are building greater homeowner-
ship opportunities — and wealth — for people of  
color for generations to come.

ELIZABETH BRIDGEWATER is 
executive director of the Windham & Windsor 
Housing Trust.

V I E W P O I N T

BIPOC homeownership matters
Vermont’s lack of diversity translates to wealth and housing disparity. A 
number of programs across the state aim to correct a longstanding imbalance. 

so they can keep working 
indefinitely.

Young girls are pushed into 
illegal marriages so they can 
work with their husbands cut-
ting and gathering sugar cane. 
If  they miss work for any rea-
son they are required to pay a 
fee, making them indentured 
servants.

Or what are we going to 
about the women in Gambia, 
where, according to a March 
article in The Washington Post, 
the National Assembly voted 
to overturn a ban on female 
genital cutting, which would 
make Gambia the first country 
in the world to roll back such 
protection?

One has only to hear the first-
person accounts of  the horror 

of  female cutting, or FGM, to 
know how horrific it is.

I heard those accounts in 
Sudan and at United Nations 
world conferences. Young girls 
are restrained while parts of  
their genitals are removed by 
rudimentary instruments in un-
sterile conditions, without an-
esthesia, by barbers or village 
women, often for the sexual 
pleasure of  their future hus-
bands. Women who give birth 
after having been cut are sown 
up tightly to satisfy their hus-
bands. Those who survive the 
procedure frequently suffer 
serious, life-threatening infec-
tions, infertility, and the absence 
of  sexual pleasure.

The men in Parliament who 
want the rollback say it upholds 
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religious beliefs and cultural 
norms. The United Nations 
and World Health Organization 
estimate that over 200 mil-
lion women and girls have sur-
vived FGM, but that is likely an 
undercount.

WHAT ARE WE going to do about 
the missing and murdered 
Indigenous women, honored 
by the Native American artist 
Nayana LaFond in a portrait se-
ries, “Portraits in Red”?

Subjects range in age and of-
fer a stunning wakeup call.

“When you’ve experienced 
something like these women 
have you want to claim your-
self  again,” LaFond says. “You 
want to speak up and be heard 
in a safe way. That’s why I do 
this work. I am claiming my 
own experience and turning it 
into something positive. I hope 
I’m creating change.”

Then there’s the female stu-
dents at a New Jersey high 
school whose photos were digi-
tally altered by artificial intelli-
gence to become pornographic 
images of  nudity and sexual 
activity and sent to their male 
classmates last fall.

The retired commander of  
the New Jersey State Police in-
ternet crimes task force reacted 
this way: “What worries me is 
the amount of  suicide for the 
children, and the bullying as-
pect. When you can make an 
image of  someone, it really be-
comes problematic.”

It is problematic already. 
Other schools across the coun-
try have reported similar 
incidents.

And then there’s the recent 
spate of  young women being 
hit forcefully in the head and 
face as they walk the streets of  
Manhattan, suffering serious 
wounds and concussions, re-
ported on MSNBC as I write.

IT JUST DOESN’T END, with vio-
lence against women growing 
in various forms, including the 
murder of  trans women, rape 
as a war crime, child marriages, 
and attempts to deny women’s 
agency over their bodies using 
the draconian Comstock laws of  
the 19th century.

The question — What are we 
going to do about the women? — 
remains relevant, alarming, and 
urgent.

What, indeed, are we going 
to do about women?

Voting blue in November is a 
good start.

designed our shelter on South 
Main Street. What we learned 
through that recent process 
is that designing a space for a 
program — versus “doing the 
best you can” with a pre-exist-
ing space like the Morningside 
farmhouse or the church base-
ment and dormitory that pre-
ceded our shelter on South 
Main Street — makes an incred-
ible difference in functionality, 
safety, and program success.

With a well-designed new 
building, we can offer 40 beds 
and versatile program space 
with carefully placed sightlines.

Coupled with 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week staffing, these 
changes will allow us to more 
adequately monitor the comings 
and goings of  shelter guests, 
more effectively support those 
guests programmatically, and 
provide a safer shelter experi-
ence for everyone.

AT GROUNDWORKS, we develop 
relationships with the people we 
serve. This helps us understand 
people’s immediate and long-
term needs, including any men-
tal health and/or substance use 
challenges they may or may not 

have, and what type of  hous-
ing would work best for each 
person.

Our intake process includes 
questions that identify connec-
tions to other services, as well 
as obtaining permission to co-
ordinate with other service 
providers.

We ask whether people have 
health insurance, a primary care 
provider, or identification docu-
ments, and whether they have 
ever been accused of  a violent 
crime, among other things.

The questionnaire gives our 
staff a baseline understanding of  
needs, risks, and potential chal-
lenges for each person we serve 
so that we can wrap the ap-
propriate levels of  service and 
support around each individ-
ual. It also helps us determine 
if  a person’s needs are greater 
than we can accommodate in 
Groundworks programming.

BASED ON THIS information and 
the relationship we develop 
with each program participant, 
we will use the Groundworks 
Drop-In Center on South Main 
Street as the conduit to access-
ing shelter at Morningside.

Given our current histori-
cally low housing vacancy rates 
and the various other systemic 
failures that are increasing the 
number of  unhoused people in 
Brattleboro and beyond, we ex-
pect that stays at the new shel-
ter at Morningside will initially 
be longer than what would be 
ideal for shelter residents or 
for the homelessness services 
system.

But our hope and intention is 
that the new shelter will become 
a place where residents stay for 
only a few months while build-
ing skills and connecting to sus-
tainable, permanent housing.

It is springtime, a time of  
renewal and hope. We’re feel-
ing that at Groundworks, and 
we are grateful to be continuing 
to collaborate with our many 
amazing community partners as 
we meet basic needs with dig-
nity and work to continuously 
strengthen our community.

n Women� FROM SECTION FRONT

n Policing and community� FROM SECTION FRONTn Morningside House
� FROM SECTION FRONT
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BRATTLEBORO TIRE 
Locally owned for over 46 years!

TIRES & ALL UNDER CAR SERVICE

POST SEASON 
INVENTORY 
REDUCTION

ALL TIRES 
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Now through March 31st!
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for March
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“Animal Collective”THE HUB CROSSWORD -- "Animal Collective"
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ACROSS
1 Company symbol
5 Shop holder

10 Donna Summer
genre

15 Streisand's
nickname

19 On
20 "Amadeus" actor

Tom
21 Mass table
22 Calculus

calculation
23 Essence of the

messages
Charlotte wrote in
her web?

25 Harsh noise
26 Pasta sauce brand
27 Ivy in Ithaca
28 Liquor that's prone

to spilling?
31 Instructor
34 Belichick's crew,

informally
35 Scenic view
36 Wrap flavored with

a Japanese
liqueur?

40 Rounds in a
biathlon?

42 River of Spain
43 Damascus's nation
44 Spitting sound
46 Maura Healey's

party: Abbr.
49 Lack
51 Mononymous Irish

singer
54 Not working for a

better future?
57 Response to "You

are not"
58 Heavy haul from a

heist?
61 Reddit Q&A

session
62 Barbara of

"Mission:
Impossible"

64 Country with about
4 million Quechua
speakers

65 Long line of text?
66 Digression
69 Hand wipes
71 Bee or beetle
74 Oscar winner Ke

Huy __
76 Prefix meaning a

trillion
77 The Wildcats of

the Big 12: Abbr.

80 Feat of
determination on
the golf course?

84 __ in sight
86 Formal written

defense
87 "Bye, fly!"
88 Sailor of folklore
89 Close to the

ground
90 The Rebels of the

Mountain West
92 Helper theorem
95 Superior, e.g.
96 At its most popular
98 Confession from

one who needs
liquid courage?

102 Indian state known
for tea and silk

105 In its present
condition

106 Reaches, as a total
107 With 117-Across,

acquire pet
waterfowl from
Queens?

111 "You would have
me believe ...?"

115 Left on __ (limbo
texting status)

116 Film brand
117 See 107-Across
120 "Poor Things"

actress Stone
121 Writer Zola
122 Balloon material
123 Organic compound

artificially
synthesized by
Friedrich Wöhler

124 Award such as
Best Play

125 Cheeky
126 Frightening
127 Legal wrong

DOWN
1 Local rival of the

Galaxy, in MLS
2 __ día (another

day)
3 Attendee, in

combination
4 Opportunities,

metaphorically
5 Immature
6 Rock song?
7 Priestly vestment
8 Shared fictional

setting of some
superhero movies,
briefly

9 Salon treatment

10 Blots with a tissue
11 "That was my last

pun, honest"
12 Hotel visits
13 Pasta or bread, in

brief
14 Double Stuf cookie
15 "In the Heights"

setting
16 Most 43-Across

residents
17 Sired, biblically
18 Steam room
24 Fish dam
29 __Pen (lifesaving

device)
30 Burlington sch.
32 Mongrel
33 Director Lars von

__
36 Word after news or

print
37 Steel girder
38 Seriously

entertaining show?
39 South African

currency

40 Cousin's mom
41 Apprehend

wrongly
45 Brand of

soy-based ice
cream substitute

46 Self-important sort
47 __ out a living

(gets by)
48 Go well together
50 Peace pipe filler
52 "Uh-huh"
53 All over again
55 Kettledrums
56 Cincinnati ball club
58 "__ if true"
59 Different or

imbalanced
60 Stuff of mine?
63 __ and Barbuda

(Caribbean nation)
66 Blue-green
67 N's in Greek
68 Browser window

set
70 Formerly named

71 Leaning, as type:
Abbr.

72 __ baby (child of
celebrity parents)

73 Cause of a white
Christmas

75 Medical research
agcy.

77 Skewered meat
dish

78 Python or
bushmaster

79 Milk source
81 Sow's sound
82 Liesl's boyfriend in

"The Sound of
Music"

83 "All the Light We
Cannot See"
author Anthony

85 Standing guard
88 Tale of woe
91 Lecture aids
93 Egyptian __ (cat

breed)
94 Hotel fridge

96 When the checks
go out

97 Confessional
genre

99 "House of Mouse"
mouse

100 The first A of
61-Across

101 Headliner
102 Click "Accept"
103 Appears to be
104 Postage purchase
105 __ Ababa, Ethiopia
108 Four-stringers,

informally
109 Capital of Italia
110 Virtual people in a

video game
franchise

112 Currency in Austria
113 Disney CEO Bob
114 "The one there"
118 MoMA's home
119 In the style of

THE HUB CROSSWORD — "Baby It's Cold Outside"
by Joon Pahk
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FEARLESS
COMPUTING

Working from home? 

computer hell?
Just plain old 
Teleconferencing? 

Serving the Brattleboro area since the turn of the century

For 22 years, I ’ve provided all  kinds of 
tech support to many households 

& businesses in the Brattleboro area. 
W o r k  d o n e  o n - s i t e ,  r e m o t e l y  

o r  w i t h  s a f e  d r o p - o f f s .  
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Brattleboro Time 
Trade holds its annual 
meeting on April 28

B R A T T L E B O R O  — 
Brattleboro Time Trade (BTT) 
will hold its annual meeting on 
Sunday, April 28, from 1 to 4 
p.m., at The Root Social Justice 
Center, 28 Williams St. The meet-
ing is free and open to all who are 
interested in timebanking, a form 
of  alternative currency allowing 
people to exchange goods and ser-
vices using time instead of  money.

The keynote speaker and fa-
cilitator will be Eric Bachman, a 
longtime timetrader with Onion 
River Exchange (orexchange.org) 
who has many years of  experience 
in organizational development. 
He will present and demonstrate 
a form of  dynamic governance 
called Sociocracy within the 
context of  the annual meeting. 
Sociocracy promotes inclusion of  
all voices, supporting all members 
(sociocracyforall.org).

The meeting will also go over 
the past year’s events and con-
sider plans for BTT to utilize 
practices from Sociocracy, which 
organizers say tie in with BTT’s 
mission to engage and support all 
members of  its community.

Light refreshments will be 
served. For more information, 
contact brattleborotimetrade@
g m a i l . c o m  o r  v i s i t 
BrattleboroTimeTrade.org.

Rockingham Free 
Public Library 
announces 
cookbook club

BELLOWS FALLS — Part 
book club and part potluck, the 
Rockingham Free Public Library 
invites cooking enthusiasts to a 
new monthly program at the li-
brary, Cookbook Club.

The first gathering is sched-
uled for Monday, April 29, at 5:30 
p.m. at the library and will be a 
brief  organizing meeting to plan 
together the first official meeting 
of  the Cookbook Club in May. 
Those interested are invited to 
bring favorite cookbooks for con-
sideration at the initial gathering 
and a dish to share. The follow-
ing meetings will be held on the 
final Monday of  each month at 
5:30 p.m.

The club is free to join, and 
cooks of  all skill levels are wel-
come. This program is made 
possible by a grant from the 
Association for Rural and Small 
Libraries and is presented as 
part of  the “Seed to Spoon: 

Cultivating Community” proj-
ect. For more information, email 
reference@rockinghamlibrary.org, 
call 802-463-4270, or visit the li-
brary online at rockinghamlibrary.
org or in person at 65 Westminster 
St.

Moore Free Library 
presents gardening 
workshop

NEWFANE — Managing soil 
health in the garden is the topic of  
a workshop by Vern Grubinger, 
offered at Moore Free Library 
on Tuesday, April 30, from 5 to 
6:30 p.m.

Grubinger has been the veg-
etable and berry specialist with 
University of  Vermont Extension 
for three decades, working with 
farmers across the state and the 
region. He is also an avid gar-
dener. He will give a slideshow 
about the elements of  soil, what 
is meant by soil health, and prac-
tical actions that gardeners can 
take to promote it with proper 
fertilization, organic matter man-
agement, and care for soil struc-
ture. For more information, visit 
moorefreelibrary.org.

Estate planning talk 
offered in Guilford

GUILFORD — Guilford Cares 
will host Jonathan D. Secrest, an 
attorney with the Brattleboro law 
firm of  Secrest & Darrow, who 
will present an overview on es-
tate planning, including the most 
important issues to consider and 
the biggest mistakes to avoid, on 
Thursday, May 2, at 1 p.m., at the 
Broad Brook Community Center, 
3940 Guilford Center Rd.

Topics will include wills and 
trusts, lessening the burden on 
your heirs, providing for minor 
children or those with special 
needs, families with children from 
prior marriages, protecting assets 
in the event of  a nursing home 
stay, and avoiding or reducing 
estate taxes. He said he looks 
forward to questions, and hopes 
to make these important matters 
clear, understandable, and even 
interesting.

During his career, Secrest has 
worked as an attorney for the fed-
eral government, argued before 
the Vermont Supreme Court, 
and testified before the Vermont 
Legislature on improvements to 
the state’s probate laws which he 
helped draft. He has drafted com-
plex wills and trusts, including 
special needs trusts; advised cli-
ents on business succession issues; 
and counseled clients regarding 
elder law and Medicaid planning.

For further information, con-
tact Guilford Cares at 802-579-
1350 or guilfordcaresvt@gmail.
com.

Brattleboro 
announces spring leaf 
collection schedule

BRATTLEBORO — This 
year, leaves and yard waste will 
be picked up according to your 
normal trash, compost and recy-
cling pick up day.

The following dates have been 
scheduled for Brattleboro’s curb-
side Spring Leaf  Collection. For 
those with Monday and Tuesday 
pick up days, it will be on Friday, 
May 3 and 17. Wednesday and 
Thursday households will have 
pick up dates of  Friday, May 10 
and 24. These will be the only 
dates scheduled for curbside leaf  
pick up.

All leaves and clippings must 
be in brown paper leaf  bags 
and at the curb by 6:30 a.m. on 
scheduled leaf  collection days. 

Acceptable waste includes leaves, 
grass, clippings, garden waste, 
and twigs (no branches larger 
than 1 inch in diameter and 2 feet 
long). No other household trash is 
to be included. Town leaf  collec-
tion is designated for single family 
residences or apartment buildings 
with 2, 3, or 4 units. No plastic 
bags or other containers will be 
accepted. Brown paper leaf  bags 
are available for purchase at local 
businesses.

All Souls Church 
plans ‘Welcome 
Spring!’ crafts fair

WEST BRATTLEBORO — 
“Welcome Spring!”, a craft fair 
featuring works by the gifted 
crafters of  All Souls Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 29 South St., 
will be held outdoors on Saturday, 
May 4, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
rain or shine.

Reflecting the UU principles of  
respect for the environment and 
green lifestyles, the organizers 

for this fundraiser have selected 
many recycled and upcycled ma-
terials to repurpose, some fun and 
whimsical, others decorative, or 
downright useful.

Among the items for sale are 
various sized totes, flowered 
wreaths, fairy houses, fabric 
flower brooches, decorative ta-
ble mats, as well as many baked 
goods, jams, and plants for inside 
and out. Materials will also be 
available so that both adults and 
kids can create a fabric garden flag 
or a floral crown.

The spring fair is a great way 
to support local crafters and, most 
importantly, to nurture your spirit 
celebrating all things spring. A 
light lunch will be available for 
purchase. For more info, visit 
ascvt.org, or call 802-254-9377.

Book donations 
sought for Putney 
Library fundraiser

PUTNEY — While it might 
still be a little early to weed the 

garden, it’s a perfect time to weed 
one’s bookshelf. Do your spring 
cleaning and support the library’s 
programs and services by donat-
ing your books.

The Putney Public Library 
seeks book donations to sup-
port their Book Sale Fundraiser 
on Saturday, May 18, 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m., and Sunday, May 19, 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. While books of  all 
kinds are welcome, they are un-
able to accept encyclopedia sets, 
magazines, textbooks, Reader’s 
Digest condensed books, VHS 
tapes, DVDs or CDs, or anything 
that is musty or moldy. Only two 
boxes of  books per household will 
be accepted.

Donations are accepted only 
during library hours: Monday–
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Donations cannot be left out-
side the library after hours. For 
more information, contact the 
library at 802-387-4407 or di-
rector Emily Zervas at emily@
putneylibrary.org.

A R O U N D  T H E  T O W N S 
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SPORTS  

  The Brattleboro Bears 
baseball and softball 
teams each opened 
their seasons last week 

with three losses.
 • For the softball team, they 

endured a 21-2 loss to the 
Mount Anthony Patriots at 
Sawyer Field on April 15, fol-
lowed by a 14-0 loss to the 
Keene Blackbirds on April 17 
and a 24-1 loss to Rutland on 
April 20. All three games were 
ended in the � fth inning by the 
12-run mercy rule.

Mount Anthony pitcher 
Abby Foster struck out � ve bat-
ters and helped herself  with a 
4-for-5 day at the plate. Taeya 
Guetti went 3-for-5 with a 
home run and Kyra Stratton 
also went 3-for-5. Both play-
ers scored three runs each as the 
Patriots scored six runs in the 
� rst inning and seven runs in 
the second inning to take con-
trol early and cruise from there.

Brattleboro’s only runs came 
in the � rst inning, when Cynthia 
Velazquez singled and later 
scored on a passed ball, and in 
the sixth when Briana Brooks 
singled and scored an in� eld hit 
by Kayli Severence.

Keene’s win over the Bears 
was their � rst of  the sea-
son. They pounded out 16 
hits against the Bears, scor-
ing eight runs in the second in-
ning and � ve more in the � fth 
inning. Winning pitcher Kiley 
Durrell held the Bears to just 
two hits, with one walk and six 
strikeouts.

Rutland picked up its � rst 
win of  the season against 
Brattleboro, thanks to 13 walks 
and numerous passed balls by 
the Bears. Freshman pitcher 
Chloe Ellison held the Bears to 
just two hits. The 0-3 Bears are 
o�  until April 30, when they 
host Spring� eld.

• The 0-3 Bears fared no bet-
ter on the baseball diamond. 
They lost their home opener 
on Tenney Field on April 15 
against Mount Anthony, 10-1.

Bears starting pitcher Jackson 
Emery held the Patriots to just 
one run on a bases-loaded walk 
through the � rst four innings, 
but Mount Anthony would 
score nine runs in the sixth and 
seventh innings o�  Bears re-
liever Evan Wright.

Patriots starting pitcher 
Jacoby Dicranian was equally 
sharp in the early going, but 
the game was close until Mount 
Anthony’s Ethan Sherman hit 
a two-run homer in the sixth 
inning. Teammates Vance 
Kobelia, Riley Thurber, Carter 
Thompson and Sean Moriarty 
all drove in runs in the seven-
run seventh inning. Brattleboro 
got its only run in the bottom of  
the seventh inning.

Against the Keene Blackbirds 
on April 17, the Bears were 
beaten 11-1 in a six-inning 
game at Alumni Field. Keene 
starting pitcher Sean Callahan 
allowed one walk and four hits 
while striking out � ve and sur-
rendering just one unearned run 
over three innings. Nolan Gillis 
� nished up with three perfect 
innings of  relief, striking out 
� ve without a walk or a hit al-
lowed. Keene got 11 hits o�  the 
Bears.

The game against Rutland on 
April 20 at Tenney Field was far 
more competitive, but the re-
sult was a 6-2 loss for the Bears. 
Wright was the Bears’ starting 
pitcher and held Rutland to one 
run over the � rst two innings, 
but they broke open the game 
in the third inning with a bunt 

RBI single by Grady Gallagher 
and a two-run single by Cam 
Rider.

Brattleboro got two runs back 
in the bottom of  the third on a 
passed ball that allowed Wright 
and Jayke Glidden to score. 
Rutland then � nished o�  the 
Bears with a run scored on an 
error in the fourth inning and 
another run in the seventh.

 Softball 
• Arlington played its � rst 

varsity softball game since 2019 
on April 17, when the Eagles 
played host to the Twin Valley 
Wildcats. What ensued was a 
nearly four-hour slugfest that 
ended with Twin Valley win-
ning, 24-21.

This was a wild one, for sure. 
Arlington scored 17 runs in the 
second inning, sending 22 bat-
ters to the plate. With a 21-5 
lead, it looked like the Eagles 
would end this game early via 
the mercy rule. Instead, the 
Wildcats scored 19 unanswered 
runs to rally for the victory.

Twin Valley pitcher Sarah 
Dix was forced to leave the 
game in the second inning due 
to an ankle injury, but man-
aged to return later in the in-
ning after treatment. Despite 
her gimpy ankle, Dix held the 
Eagles scoreless over the � nal 
� ve innings and � nished with 11 
strikeouts for the win.

The Wildcats picked up Dix 
with two runs in the third in-
ning and � ve more in the fourth 
to trim Arlington’s lead to 21-
12. Twin Valley added another 
� ve runs in the � fth inning, and 
got two more runs in the sixth 
after a brief  delay to turn on 
the � eld lights to continue the 
game.

With Arlington now on the 
ropes and clinging to a 21-19 
lead in the top of  the seventh, 
Twin Valley’s Elizabeth Barber 
drew a bases-loaded walk and 
Tori Dix smashed a two-run 
base hit to put the Wildcats in 
front by a run. Twin Valley got 
two more insurance runs in the 
inning, and Sarah Dix com-
pleted an improbable comeback 
by striking out the side in the 
Arlington seventh.

The Wildcats get plenty of  
time to savor this win, as they 
won’t be in action again until 
April 29 when they go the road 
to face Mill River.

• Bellows Falls defeated visit-
ing Fair Haven, 13-1, in six in-
nings on April 16. BF pitcher 
Izzy Stoodkey struck out eight 
batters and walked one in the 
complete game victory.

 Baseball 
• Eli Allbee drove in a pair of  

runs with a base hit as Bellows 
Falls shut out Rutland, 4-0, on 
April 15 at Hadley Field. BF’s 
Jaxson Clark and Cole Moore 
combined on the shutout. Clark 
allowed two hits and struck out 
two over four innings of  work, 
while Moore allowed one hit 
and struck out four in relief.

• Otter Valley scored four 
runs in the sixth inning and held 

on to beat the Leland & Gray 
Rebels, 8-4, in Brandon on 
April 15. Pitcher Cody Hescock 
started the game for the Rebels, 
with Ryan Peloso � nishing up 
the pitching duties. Spencer 
Clausen scored a pair of  runs 
for the Rebels.

Against Green Mountain on 
April 18 in Townshend, the 
Rebels lost, 6-5. GM trailed 3-1 
going into the � fth inning be-
fore they scored a pair of  runs 
to tie the game. Leland & Gray 
regained the lead with a run in 
the top of  the sixth, but GM 
rallied back with three runs in 
the bottom half  of  the inning 
and hung on for the victory.

Evan Farrar got the win in 
relief  of  starting pitcher Tate 
Pellerin, and Tanner Swisher 
got the � nal two outs in the 
Rebels seventh to earn the save. 
Payton Butynski had a pair 
of  hits and an RBI and Ryan 
Peloso drove in a pair of  runs 
with a triple for the Rebels. 
Peloso also pitched � ve innings 
one-hit ball for the 0-2 Rebels.

 Track & Field 
• The Brattleboro boys 

started the season with a � our-
ish as they won a seven-team 
meet on the Freeman Track on 
April 16.

The relay teams set the pace 
with the quartet of  David 
Berkson-Harvey, Jack Cady, 
Dylan Holmes and Sean von 
Ranson winning the 4x100-
meter event in 44.19 seconds, 
while Holmes, Trevor Gray, 
von Ranson and Cady won the 
4x400 in 3 minutes, 43.06 sec-
onds, and Jonas Ackerman-
Hovis, Willow Sharma, Orion 
Donnelly, and Nico Conathan-
Leach won the 4x800 in 
9:09.54.

The speedy Bears dominated 
the sprinting events as they took 
four of  the top � ve spots in the 
100 with von Ranson winning 
in 11.70, followed by Berkson-
Harvey (second, 12.08), 
Holmes (fourth, 12.17), and 
Cady (� fth, 12.30). Von Ranson 
(23.89) and Holmes (24.77) 
took � rst and second place, re-
spectively, in the 200, while 
Cady won the 400 in 51.53. In 
the distance events, Donnelly 
won the 3,000 in 9:45.28, with 
Conathan-Leach � nishing 
second.

• Bellows Falls � nished sec-
ond at this meet on the strength 
of  their performance in the 
� eld events. The Terriers took 
the top four spots in the high 
jump. Brandon Keller won 
it with a mark of  5 feet, 11 
inches. Tristan Boylan was sec-
ond at 5 feet, 7 inches, and 
Colby Dearborn and Camron 
Moza� ari � nished third and 
fourth respectively. Dearborn 
won the long jump and triple 
jump, while Ben Perry won the 
discus.

• Leland & Gray � nished sev-
enth in the meet, as Jacob Flood 
won the 300 meter hurdles in 
45.48 and Trevor Hazelton � n-
ished third in javelin.

 Lacrosse 
• The Brattleboro boys lost 

to Rutland, 16-6, on April 16 
as Noah Bruttomeso had eight 
goals and two assists in the vic-
tory over the visiting Bears. 
Brattleboro then lost to Burr 
& Burton, 16-5, on April 18 in 
Manchester to open their sea-
son at 0-2.

• The Brattleboro girls lost 
12-7 at Woodstock on April 17, 
but rallied to beat Rutland, 12-
11, at Natowich Field on April 
19. Sophia Albright scored six 
goals to lead the Bears in a game 
that saw Rutland’s Loretta 
Cooley score six goals in the 
� rst half  to give her teams a 
9-4 lead at the half. The Bears 
then scored three goals to start 
the second half  and begin their 
rally.

 Boys’ tennis 
• The Brattleboro boys won 

their season opener, 7-0, at 
Hartford on April 15. The Bears 

won the No. 1, 4, and 5 singles 
matches by a 6-0, 6-0 score as 
2023 state champ Nathan Kim 
and Eben Wagner and Mark 
Richards swept their oppo-
nents. No. 2 Malo Renault (6-1, 
6-1) and No. 3 Ben Berg (6-0, 
6-1) easily won their matches. 
In doubles play, the Bears 
won one match by forfeit, and 
the doubles team of  Dorian 
Paquette and Jackson Pals won 
their match, 6-1, 6-1.

 Locals do well in 
Boston Marathon 

• Putney’s Alicia Dana won 
her second Boston Marathon 
women’s handcycle title on 
April 15, covering the course in 
1 hour, 15 minutes and 20 sec-
onds, which was more than 18 
minutes ahead of  second-place 
� nisher Edie Perkins. Dana, a 
two-time handcycle medal win-
ner in the Paralympic Games, 
previously won at Boston in 
2018.

Other Windham County 
competitors included Samuel 
Vincent of  Wilmington, who 
ran the 26.2 miles in 2 hours, 49 
minutes and 12 seconds. It was 
the 1,185th fastest time in the 
� eld of  30,000. Townshend’s 
Al Claussen also completed the 
marathon in 3:36:11.

Two Brattleboro women 
also � nished the race. Halie 
Lange crossed the � nish line in 
3:34:58, while Maxine Stent got 
there in 4:49:08.

 Senior bowling 
roundup 

• With two weeks left in the 
winter/spring season of  the 

Brattleboro Senior Bowling 
League at Brattleboro Bowl, 
� rst place High Rollers (47-
23) had a 5-0 week on April 
18 to take a six-game lead on 
second place Stayin’ Alive 
(46-29), which also had a 5-0 
week. Stepping Stones II (44-
31) fell to third place, followed 
by Four Seasons (42-33), Four 
Pins (33-42), Good Times (28-
47), Hairiers (23-52), and Slow 
Movers (20-55).

Vikki Butynski had the wom-
en’s high handicap game (246) 
and series (667), while Skip 
Shine had the men’s high handi-
cap game (269) and series (692). 
Four Seasons had the high team 
handicap game (889), while 
High Rollers had the high hand-
icap series (2,553).

Robert Rigby had the men’s 
high scratch series (655) with 
games of  225, 218, and 212. 
John Walker had a 643 series 
with games of  243 and 215. 
Milt Sherman had a 597 series 
with games of  233 and 192, 
while Gary Montgomery had 
a 579 series with games of  203 
and 196 and Shine had a 538 
series with a 221 game. Peter 
Deyo had a 521 series, Rick 
Westcott had a 532 series with 
a 200 game, Duane Schillemat 
had a 504 series with a 204 
game, and Warren Corriveau Sr. 
had a 502 series.

Nancy Dalzell had the wom-
en’s high scratch series (466) 
and Carol Gloski had the high 
scratch game (184). Butynski 
had a 176 game, while Dalzell 
rolled a 170. 

 Rough start 
for winless 
Bears baseball, 
softball teams  
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Brattleboro catcher Kayli Speno tags out Mount Anthony baserunner Eva Cross after she was caught in a rundown 
in the � rst inning of  their April 15 softball game at Sawyer Field. 

 Brattleboro shortstop 
John Satter� eld, right, 
tries to corral the ball 

as pitcher Evan Wright 
looks on during the third 

inning of  their April 20 
baseball game against 

Rutland at Tenney Field. 
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