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Vermonters

will need more

Roger Allbee, former chief executive of Grace Cottage Hospital and a
member of the Windham Aging collaborative, says that the escalatin

needs of a growing elder population in Windham County will come wit
diminishing abilities to pay for the services seniors will need.

resources, funding,
and collaboration
to grow older

i Windham
County, says a
new collaborative
working to

address the issue

Can Vermonters age with dignity,
respect, and autonomy? Not easily.

By Joyce Marcel

The Commons

RATTLEBORO—
This is no country for
old people.

And that’s a prob-
lem, because there are lots
and lots of them, with more
coming,

One person who is look-
ing at the consequences of
these demographics is Roger
Allbee, the former Vermont
Secretary of Agriculture and
former chief executive officer
of Grace Cottage Hospital in

In Putney, bringing a rural focus to harm reduction

Townshend. He is one of the
founders of Windham Aging,
a collaboration of people con-
cerned with the challenges of
aging in Windham County.
Windham Aging was begun
in 2020 by Allbee, Dr. Carolyn
Taylor-Olson, and Dr. David
Neumeister. The collabora-
tion of 10 health agencies
plans to identify Windham
County’s existing resources,
future needs, and best strate-
gies, and then inform legisla-
tors and state and local officials
— the people who can figure
out how to effect these changes.

Windham Aging will then track
their progress.

“Windham County has one
of the older growing popula-
tions in the state,” Allbee said.
“And we said, “What’s this go-
ing to mean for all the things
that affect the aging popula-
tion in terms of health care?
In terms of housing?’”

He sees it “even in the
small town I grew up in, in
Brookline, where there’s a
wonderful couple I know.”

“They’re money-poor but
land-rich,” Allbee said. “They
both are in a position where

Robin Rieske and Dakota Roberts distribute
overdose emergency Kkits, which contain
Narcan, across Windham County

By Ethan Weinstein
VtDigger

UTNEY—Robin Rieske
arrived to town with five
overdose emergency Kkits.
The red metal boxes with
a glass front resembled a square
version of a small fire extin-
guisher cabinet. But rather than
putting out flames, the tools
inside could reverse an opioid
overdose.
Two hours later, Rieske had
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distributed the day’s supply — a
fraction of the 175 boxes she and
colleagues have helped hand out
in recent years to businesses and
community groups across south-
eastern Vermont.

Her work is part of a coalition
of groups called Community
Substance Use Response, or
CSUR, a collaborative effort fo-
cusing on substance use preven-
tion, harm reduction, treatment,
and recovery in Windham County.

Windham County has the sec-
ond highest rate of overdoses
for its population size, trail-
ing only the comparatively tiny
Essex County, according to data
from the Vermont Department
of Health.

While Brattleboro, Windham
County’s largest town, displays
the county’s opioid epidemic

most visibly, nearby rural areas

deal with the same issues.

they can’t really get around
anymore. One is in a nursing
home now. The other one is
still living alone, but can hardly
walk. And they couldn’t find
a room together, because they
didn’t qualify for a Medicaid
room that was a double room.

So they’re living separately.”
Once, aging was different
in rural America, Allbee said.
“Back when I was grow-
ing up in Brookline, the party
line on the telephone was im-
portant,” Allbee said. “People
knew what was going on.
B SEE AGING, A2
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“In Brattleboro, it’s public,”
said Dakota Roberts, a harm re-
duction specialist with the AIDS
Project of Southern Vermont,
who was working alongside
Rieske in Putney late last month.
The rural areas around the town
have more “functional addicts,”
he noted — people who are em-
ployed, housed, and may be able
to more easily hide their drug
misuse.

“It’s hidden, but it’s here,”
he said.

Through his harm reduction
work, Roberts has tested about
200 drug samples, checking for
substances like fentanyl and the
animal tranquilizer xylazine.

WSESU confronts

homelessness
among its students

School staff, social service
agencies try to find safe
alternatives for students in
difficult living situations

By Ellen Pratt

The Commons

BRATTLEBORO—The
Windham Southeast Supervisory
Union (WSESU) has identified 90
school-aged children and youth in
the district who are experiencing
homelessness.

This is 10 more than were
identified last year and includes
about seven “unaccompanied
youth” — older teenagers who
are separated from a parent or

guardian.

Tricia Hill is the district’s
McKinney-Vento liaison (named
for the federal legislation that
funds the position), required at
every school district that receives
Title I funds. In this position, Hill
identifies homeless youth and ad-
dresses the barriers to their suc-
cess in school.

In a recent interview, Hill, who
started in the position this school
year, and her predecessor, Carole

B SEE HOMELESS STUDENTS, A6

Brattleboro will
take McNeill land

The town will rescind its claim for

cleanup expenses i the aftermath
of the 2022 fire that claimed the
life of brezwwmaster Ray McNeill

By Virginia Ray

The Commons

BRATTLEBORO—Nearly a
year to the day after fire destroyed
McNeill’s Brewery and took the
life of its iconic owner, Reagin
“Ray” McNeill, the Selectboard
voted on Dec. 5 to authorize
Town Manager John Potter to
sign a purchase and sale con-
tract to pass the property to the
town, pending an environmental
inspection.

In return, the town will release
its current claim against the es-
tate to recoup expenses post-fire.

Selectboard Chair Ian
Goodnow explained the town
had been responsible for putting
out the fire and demolishing the
building, which was deemed a
public safety hazard by the day

after the Dec. 2, 2022 fire. It was
razed on Dec. 3, 2022.

“Through the estate moving
forward, there’s a way for the
town to potentially recoup some
of that loss,” Goodnow said.

Town Counsel Robert “Bob”
Fisher noted the McNeill estate
is insolvent, meaning its liabilities
exceed its assets, which amount
to the lot of land and “a couple
thousand in a bank account,”
Fisher said. The land, accord-
ing to town assessors’ records, is
worth $45,000.

“The town is unlikely — very
unlikely — to recover its full claim
as against the estate,” Fisher said,
adding the proposal to sell the
land to the town in exchange for
release of the town’s claim against
the estate was made by McNeill’s

B SEE MCNEILL LAND, A6
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During that process, he tries to  An overdose emergency kit contains the overdose reversing drug Narcan, a mask for

B SEE HARM REDUCTION, A3

rescue breathing, and information on recovery resources.
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M Aging

People aged together. Today, it
doesn’t work that way. It’s to-
tally disconnected in many ways.”

Allbee says that housing and
transportation are issues.

“I remember when I was run-
ning Grace Cottage Hospital, we
created a very robust commu-
nity health team,” he said. “We
even set up a transportation sys-
tem so that people who needed
to get to the hospital had a way
to get there.”

Allbee acknowledged that
Southeast Vermont Transit’s
MOOver does provide door-to-
door transportation, for “riders
age 60 or over and for persons
with ADA-defined disabilities,”
according to its website (moover.
com).

“But transportation is a critical
issue,” he said. “Socialization is a
critical issue. Food and nutrition
are critical.”

Allbee tells the story of some-
one who regularly delivers Meals
on Wheels.

“He’s probably in his 60s,”
Allbee said. “And he said, “The
greatest enjoyment I get out of
it is meeting people and talking
to them.” They’re really looking
for the socialization that comes
with the meal. And that’s a way
for people to find out what’s going
on in the home or if somebody’s
in a dire situation.”

The state’s policy is that peo-
ple should age in place, Allbee
said. “Many people want to age
in place. Even my late mother
wanted to age in place. But there’s
a certain time when that’s not
possible.”

And when that time comes,
families find that the state lacks
assisted living facilities.

“And then what do you do?”
he said.

As part of a group of peo-
ple trying to create West River
Senior Housing, Allbee, a mem-
ber of the board of Valley Cares,
the nonprofit that runs the facil-
ity, said that the state balked at
the premise of the senior hous-
ing and assisted living facility in
Townshend.

“The state [initially] said, ‘You
can’t do it. We want people to age
in place,” he said.

Furthermore, “the whole is-
sue becomes Medicare, Medicaid,
and private pay,” said Allbee,
who also serves on the board
of Thompson House, a nursing
home and rehabilitation center
in Brattleboro.

“And the situation you encoun-
ter is that if you have too many
Medicaid patients, because the
rate doesn’t cover the cost, the fa-
cility can’t survive,” he explained.

“Yet the demographics of our
population is that we have many
more Medicaid people because
of their income level than we
have Medicare and private pay,”
Allbee continued.

“All these issues are creeping
up on us,” he said.

The big question, in light of
needed services, is how to pay
for them.

“The working population
needed to support the tax revenue
that can support these services is
declining,” Allbee said. “It cre-
ates a dilemma that nobody re-
ally is prepared to address yet.”

FROM SECTION FRONT

That dilemma? “It’s going to
take more resources, it’s going to
take more funding, it’s going to
take more collaboration,” he said.

State steps up
with a strategy

The country as a whole has an
aging population, led by the age
cohort called the baby boomers
which covers the generation de-
fined as people born from 1946
— when the soldiers came home
from World War I — up to 1964,
plus the folks who were born a bit
earlier but are still alive.

Old age may not be for sissies,
as the old saying goes, but aging
in a rural environment adds even
more challenges.

According to the Vermont
Department of Health, rural
Vermont has the fourth-oldest
population in the nation. One
in four Vermonters is over 60.
As of 2020, the percentage of
Vermonters age 65 and older ex-
ceeds the percentage of those
younger than 20. By 2030, one
in three Vermonters will be over
the age of 60.

Clearly, in a population al-
ready full of people competing
for scarce services — homeless
people and those struggling with
mental health issues or substance
abuse disorders — the needs
of the elderly have long been
ignored.

Awareness, followed by plan-
ning, has now begun, though it
might be too late to help people
who are older right now. But the
Health Department has just re-
leased “Age Strong Vermont: Our
roadmap for an Age-Friendly
State.”

The first premise of the draft
report (bit.ly/744-aging) is that
“older Vermonters should be
able to direct their own lives as
they age, and be granted dignity,
respect and autonomy when it
comes to decisions affecting their
lives.”

When the state surveyed the
population, it first asked, “How
important is it for our elected of-
ficials to prioritize and invest in a
Multisector Plan on Aging?” Of
of those responding, 81% said
“very or somewhat important.”

When asked if the state cur-
rently has the resources to address
the needs of its older population,
64 % said no.

“The proportion of older
adults living alone increases
with age,” according to the
state in a summary of statis-
tics for Windham County (bit.
ly/744-aging-windham-cty).

“Older adults who live alone
are at higher risk for loneliness,
injury from falls, and cognitive
decline. The prevalence of adults
who do not receive the social and
emotional support they need also
increases with age,” the introduc-
tion continues.

The Department of Health
also notes that about a third of
all older adults fell in the past
year and warns that cognitive de-
cline increases among adults 80
years and older. It also points out
that those aged 60 to 69 are most
prone to not seeing a health care
provider, and those in that age
bracket are most likely to engage
in risky drinking of alcohol.
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Warren Patrick, who lived at Valley Cares’ housing in Townshend for years, stands

next to some of his photos in this 2011 photo. He died in 2020 at age 109.
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The state initially balked at plans for West River Senior Housing in Townshend because
state policies encourage aging in place.

Windham County has the
second-oldest population in the
state, the statistics say.

“One in three Windham
County residents are over the
age of 60 (34 percent or 15,430
adults),” it says. “Since 2001,
Windham County has experi-
enced a decreasing youth and an
increasing older adult population.
An increasing older adult popu-
lation creates new challenges and
emerging health risks.”

Obstacles to
graceful aging

Just think about rural aging,

So many Vermonters live
down dirt roads in single-fam-
ily homes. Rural living fosters
what Vermonters value most
— independence.

But aging can clash with
independence.

Most people are reluctant to
stop driving, for example. While
they continue, they can make un-
safe driving conditions for every-
one else on the road. And when
the car keys finally get retired,
independence goes by the way-
side; older people can never leave
home again without support. It’s
a brutal choice.

Loneliness is a huge issue.
Many older Vermonters have
raised children who have since
left home, and left the state, leav-
ing them without family nearby
to call on for help.

In most towns, seniors can rely
on volunteers to drive them to
their medical appointments, but
what if an older person wants to
attend a concert or a lecture at the
library? Or have tea and a gossip
with a friend?

The for-profit health care sys-
tem has grown increasingly diffi-
cult to use. In Vermont, doctors
are almost impossible to find.
Waiting lists are growing. And
costs for patients remain high,
even with the help of some form
of Medicare.

Leaving an isolated home and
moving into town requires hous-
ing that, at the moment, does not
exist. And the competition for
whatever affordable housing does
exist is fierce.

Social Security does not cover
the costs of living; as a supple-
mental source of income it is fine,
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but it can leave a person who does
not have other means dependent
on dog food for nutrition.

With a restricted budget, it is
hard to pay for heat during the
winter months. In 2010, a long-
time resident of West Townshend
was found frozen in his kitchen
in February, three months after
he was last seen alive. The state
medical examiner determined he
died “due to cold environmental
temperatures.”

Nursing homes around the
state are folding. And if a person
can even find a bed, it can wipe
out a lifetime of savings in just a
few years.

To add insult to injury, many
young people, with the dismis-
sive phrase “OK, boomer” at the
ready, collectively blame seniors
for the diminished state of the
world they’re inheriting — wars,
income inequity, famine, drought,
wildfires, climate change, etc. —
and want nothing more than to
see them vanish from the Earth.

And yet, people are living
longer.

Backing from BVMH

The new CEO of Brattleboro
Memorial Hospital, Christopher
Dougherty, is an enthusiastic
member of Windham Aging.

“Every part of living im-
pacts health, and vice versa,”
Dougherty said. “Everything that
people do with their lives are im-
pacted by their health, whether
that be good or bad.”

He believes that one particu-
lar success of the collaborative
comes in how it has integrated
“community work with what our
health systems and health care
entities need to do to be a major
part of that.”

“The challenges are just
enormous,” he said. “But they
are really things that are not
insurmountable.”

As part of this community
work, BMH is participating in a
six-month certification program,
the Age-Friendly Health System,
a national program established
by the Institute for Healthcare
Improvement and the American
Hospital Association.

“We’re in a cohort right now to
take a stepwise approach towards
implementing and becoming
an age-friendly health system,”
Dougherty said. “It’s based on
evidence-based practices that
show these are the best ways to
help the elderly.”

This system focuses on four
key areas it calls “the Four Ms.”

“The first ‘M’ is what mat-
ters,” Dougherty said. “What
matters to the elderly popula-
tion? What is it that they’re look-
ing for? What are their outcome
goals? Their care preferences?
[...] It is the starting point.”

The second “M” is medication.

“It’s how we can help with
medication planning,” Dougherty
said. “How can we prevent people
from being overly medicated.”

The third “M” is menta-
tion, or the use of one’s mind.
Specifically, this area seeks to pre-
vent, identify, and treat mental
health issues like dementia and
depression.

“The fourth and final ‘M’
is mobility,” Dougherty said.
“Making sure that older adults
can move safely every day in or-
der to maintain function, and to
do what matters.”

As BMH works its way through
the Age-Friendly Health System
process, it will begin to imple-
ment changes.

“I’d say we’ll start to see
changes within the next six
months and continue on an ongo-
ing basis,” Dougherty said. “The
goal established by Windham
Aging is to shoot for a timeframe
of 2040 for having all of the older
populations thriving in Windham
County.”

Windham Aging acknowledges
aging Americans have been virtu-
ally ignored for years.

“We see our greatest mission is
to educate people to understand
what we’re dealing with today,”
said Neumeister. “Like a short-
age of primary care. Not enough
nursing homes. We need more
nurses. Hospitals are holding pa-
tients because there’s no place to
send them, and they can’t send
them home.”

And no answers to those prob-
lems are coming soon. “We’re not
looking to the short term, to be
honest,” he said.

“But the problem is going to
be worse and worse. It doesn’t
turn around until 2037. So we’ve
got two decades. It’s a little like
global warming; it’s happening
around us. We are experiencing
it in slow motion, like the frog in
the boiling water.”

According to Neumeister,
Windham Aging sees the next 17
to 20 years as critical.

“We have a 20-year op-
portunity to create change,”
Neumeister said. “We’re not lim-
ited by what state agencies do.
We’re not limited by other fund-
ing sources. We’re not limited
by policies that exist right now.
We’re going to change them be-
cause we have to.”

We don’t have a choice, he said.

“If we don’t do something
about the aging population and its
cost curve, there won’t be housing
and transportation for people over
60,” Neumeister said. “We need
to start educating people. More
people need to understand, and
in a big way.”

Windham Aging will hold a listen-
ing session to hear community con-
cerns and ideas about housing as it
relates to aging onWednesday, Dec.
13 at 4:30 p.m., at the Winston
Prouty Campus on the fourth
floor of Holton Hall, 130 Austine
Drive, Brattleboro. Registration
is requested for this event; to
contact Windham Aging, visit
windhamaging.com/consultations.
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Dummerston DMV
office to reopen
on Jan. 2

BARRE — The Vermont
Department of Motor Vehicles
(DMV) office in Dummerston,
which was closed following flood-
ing in July and has remain closed
since then due to staffing issues,
is scheduled to reopen on Jan. 2.

Amy Tatko, DMV’s direc-
tor of communications and out-
reach, confirmed the reopening
date in an email to The Commons
on Dec. 12.

Windham County lawmakers
made reopening the Dummerston
office a priority. Its closure has
meant that residents needing
in-person services have had
trek north to DMV offices in
Springfield and White River
Junction.

Registrations and renewals can
be done online at dmv.vermont.
gov/mydmv. In-person appoint-
ments can be made online at
vtdmv.cxmflow.com/Appointment/
Index/57479cc4-a999-4eee-a392-
O0a7a474al7aa.

WNESU seeks input
for superintendent

evaluation process

WESTMINSTER STATION
— The Windham Northeast
Supervisory Union (WNESU)
Board of School Directors is re-
quired to provide oversight and
policy direction to their superin-
tendent of schools, Andy Haas.
As one part of that process, the
board is conducting a brief sur-
vey. Students, teachers, par-
ents, community members, and
WNESU staff are all invited to

Dakota Roberts, left, and Robin Rieske distribute overdose emergency kits in Putney.

provide their valuable insights.

“Even if you feel you don’t
have direct experience, your per-
ceptions and comments are help-
ful,” the board said in a news
release. “In part, the survey is re-
questing input on organizational
vision, direction, and leadership
by the superintendent; the su-
perintendent’s role in promoting
a positive learning environment
for students; and the superinten-
dent’s role in welcoming active
engagement from parents, fami-
lies, and community members.”

Responses are anonymous with
submissions due by Thursday,
Dec. 14. The survey is available
at wnesu.org.

Art Gift Sale at
All Souls features

local artists

WEST BRATTLEBORO —
The Art Gift Sale at All Souls
Church, 29 South St., continues
until Sunday, Jan. 7. On sale are
affordable, original works of art
to take home in time for unique
holiday gift-giving, along with
cards and calendars featuring the
artists’ work.

The original paintings, pho-
tographs, and multi-media cre-
ations on display were created by
Maisie Crowther, Marie Gorst,
Elizabeth Lewis, Beth McKinney,
Trish Murtha, Ann Newsmith,
and Lois Reynolds. Also avail-
able are cards and calendars fea-
turing the artists’ work. As items
sell, they will be replaced by new
art, so stop by often to check out
the latest additions. Prices start
as low as $5, and most items are
less than $50.

The Art Gift Sale is open ev-
ery Sunday from 11 a.m. to noon,

B Harm reduction

engage in conversations with
whoever has brought him the
drugs, directing them toward
recovery and harm-reduction
resources.

“When they’re able to be safe
and clean and know what they’re
taking, they will,” Roberts said.

On this late November day,
Roberts and Rieske had no trou-
ble convincing local business
owners to carry the overdose-re-
versing drug Narcan.

At the Putney Diner, Owner
Eleni Maksakuli welcomed the
overdose kit. In the past, the
diner had an employee in recov-
ery from opioid misuse, she said,
who wound up relapsing while
still employed.

Maksakuli wondered what
more she could have done to
help the former employee, and
whether the paycheck from the
diner only enabled the person.

“You feel like you fail,” she
said.

Roberts was quick to dispel
her regrets. A job gives a person
in recovery stability and connec-
tions, he said. Unemployment, in
his experience, would more likely
send someone back into using,

Maksakuli also suspects peo-
ple sometimes make use of the
diner’s bathroom as a place to
do drugs. “What can you say,
“You can’t use our bathroom’?”
she asked.

The emergency kit, which she
planned to store where staff could
easily access it, would offer a little
peace of mind, Maksakuli said.

In rural areas, where people
must use a car or rely on an infre-
quent transit bus to reach every-
day needs, the barrier to accessing
substance-use-disorder services is
much higher than in urban areas,
said Elias Klemperer, a co-direc-
tor at the University of Vermont’s
Center on Rural Addiction and an
assistant professor of psychiatry
and psychological science.

“Just by definition of be-
ing rural, there are often fewer

providers around,” he said. “It
makes increasing access to harm
reduction even more important.”

Klemperer divided resources
into two primary categories:
treatment and harm reduction.

Treatment includes medica-
tions for opioid use disorder like
methadone and Suboxone, highly
regulated drugs that people typi-
cally can use only through daily
trips to a provider or limited take-
home supplies.

While the treatments are ef-
fective in all geographic settings,
people prescribed the drugs in
rural communities often face a
larger burden to access them,
Klemperer noted.

In Windham County,
Brattleboro has a methadone
clinic, but residents in the north-
ern and western parts of the
county have a lengthy trip to
reach it. The state is in the pro-
cess of seeking proposals for a
new methadone site potentially
in southern Vermont, which
could provide easier access to
medication.

Harm reduction, according to
Klemperer, includes resources
like clean needles, drug-checking
supplies, and Narcan — the work
Rieske and Roberts were pursu-
ing in Putney.

At each stop — like the town’s
food co-op and the library — the
pair provided a quick rundown on
how to respond to an overdose.
First, call 911, they said. Before
administering Narcan, check
whether the person is breathing,
they said.

The overdose-reversing med-
ication, they assured everyone,
would not cause harm if the
person wasn’t overdosing on an
opioid.

Each emergency kit they dis-
tributed includes two doses of
Narcan, a face mask for rescue
breathing, information on how
to access recovery resources, and
a copy of Vermont’s good sa-
maritan law, which helps protect

and by appointment. Contact the
church at allsoulsvtart@gmail.
com or 802-257-4710. For a pre-
view of some of the artwork, visit
bit.ly/744-art.

‘Elf’ movie and
gift exchange in

South Newfane

SOUTH NEWFANE — There
will be a free special showing
of the movie EIf on Saturday,
Dec. 16, at 8 p.m. at the South
Newfane Schoolhouse, 387 Dover
Rd. At intermission, there will be
a “white elephant” gift exchange.

Participants are asked to bring
a wrapped gift under $20 for the
exchange. It should be something
that you’d be happy to take home,
and preferably made by a local
artist or artisan, or purchased
from a local business. “Onesies”
and pajamas are strongly encour-
aged, and folks wearing them will
qualify for a drawing. Organizers
say the event is “BYOB: Bring
Your Own Bean bag, Blankets,
comfy camp chairs, and adult
beverages.”

Monthly produce
distribution in Putney

PUTNEY — The Vermont
Foodbank and the Putney
Foodshelf co-sponsor a monthly
food drop of free produce and
some nonperishables on the
fourth Thursday of every month
from 9 to 9:45 a.m. on Alice
Holway Drive (in front of Putney
Meadows, the white building
across from the Putney Co-op
and Putney Fire Station).

Due to the holiday season,
the December Free Produce
Distribution will be on Friday,

someone responding to a sus-
pected drug overdose from legal
repercussions.

After three decades in state
government, Rieske has enjoyed
spending the last year outside it.
Her departure has allowed her
more flexibility to pursue projects
without navigating a bureaucracy.

“It allows me to not have to
justify my work,” she said.

Yet, working outside of gov-
ernment presents new challenges,
too. Community Substance Use
Response relies on fundraisers,
donors, and grants, so money
can be tight. A source of state
funding that helped sustain the

Dec. 22. All are welcome. This is
adrive-up service. Bags provided.

Rec. Dept. hosts
Winter Mini Camp

BRATTLEBORO — The
Brattleboro Recreation & Parks
Department staff announces they
will offer a daily Winter Mini
Camp Tuesday through Friday,
Dec. 26 through 29, from 8:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

They say each day will be “a
fun-filled morning packed with
games, sports, activities, arts,
crafts, and more.” A snack will
be provided but they ask that
campers bring a drink and lunch.

This program will take place
at the Gibson-Aiken Center and
is for children 5-11 years old.
They require a minimum of six
participants to run the program,
with a maximum of 20 kids.
Note that on Thursday, Dec. 28,
campers will meet at the Nelson
Withington Skating Facility
at Living Memorial Park, and
should bring skates (if they have
them), a sled, and warm clothes.

Registration is required by
Thursday, Dec. 21. No phone
registrations will be accepted.
The fee for Brattleboro residents
is $15 a day, $18 a day for non-
residents. For more information,
call the Gibson-Aiken Office at
802-254-5808.

Museum set to move
into Pool Nature Center

MARLBORO — The
Southern Vermont Natural
History Museum has announced
that it will dedicate the former
Pool Learning Center on 117
Adams Cross Rd. as the Pool

FROM SECTION FRONT

organization is drying up, Rieske
said.

In October, Rieske made a
presentation about the group’s
work to Vermont’s Opioid
Settlement Advisory Committee.
The committee has since in-
vited Community Substance Use
Response to submit a budget for
how Rieske and her organization
could use a portion of that pot of
state dollars.

Where exactly CSUR’s fund-
ing will come from going forward
remains up in the air. But Rieske
will continue helping those af-
fected by opioids — that much
is clear.

Just plain old
computer hell?

Working from home?
Teleconferencing? ~—

For 22 years, l've provided all kinds of
fech support to many households

& businesses in the Brattehoro area.
Work done on-site, remotely

or with safe drop-offs,

Transcribing, Editing
and Proofreading

Nature Center. The building and
adjacent grounds were given to
the museum by the Pool Learning
Center after the center closed.
In addition, an adjacent parcel
was given to the museum by the
Wilmington Masonic Lodge to
make a total of 7.5 acres.
According to the museum,

Services
Accurate, Confidential,
Fast Turn-Around, Fair Pricing
Elizabeth:
elizabethjulia88@aol.com;
802-257-7475

“Bill and Janet Pool were both
strong advocates for preserving

the area for wildlife. Bill spent | =——=AMERICAN
much of his time engaged in

wildlife photography. There is L E G I O N
an adjoining 200+ acres of land POST #5

that the Pools set aside for wild-

life preservation that is currently
held by the Wilmington Masonic

32 Linden St. Brattleboro
802-257-1872

Lodge.” —_—
The museum says it plans to —
use the site for its summer day December 18-22
LUNCH SPECIALS $9.50

camp and other educational pur-
poses. With the closure of its site
at the Hogback Overlook, the
museum is relocating programs
and many of its live animals to
the Pool Nature Center.
Currently, the site is not open
to the public except for special
programs and events. However,
starting next summer, the mu-
seum will be opening up hiking

Mon. - Fried Fish Sandwich
Tue. - Enchilada
Wed. - French Dip

Thur. - Turkey Dinner
for lunch

Fri. - Pasta Alfredo w/Chicken

***Burgers, salads, apps
and take out available***

trails. For more information, visit FRIDA.Y DINI_\IER
vermontmuseum.org, or facebook. SAL Chicken Dinner
com/vermontmuseum. & Ugly Sweater Party
=
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ADVENTURE BUS
TRIPS ARE BACK!!
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New York City 12/28 - $79
Boston 12/17 - $55
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Stewart Property Management
WESTGATE APARTMENTS
BRATTLEBORO, VT

We are accepting applications for a 3 bedroom accessible
apartment that is available. Rent is $1075 per month.

We do accept Housing Choice Vouchers.

Rent includes heat, hot water, snow and trash removal.
Off street parking and laundry on site.

For more information call 802-257-7616 °

or download an application R

at www.stewartproperty.net
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or by calling 802-257-3333.
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Obituaries

* Dorothy M. Boudrieau,
23, was born Dec. 31, 1949 in
Plattsburg, New York, daughter
of Maurice and Marie (Golden)
Monette. She attended schools in
the Bellows Falls area and mar-
ried Anson Boudrieau St. on Aug.
20, 1966 at St. Charles Church in
Bellows Falls. Dorothy worked
at Maplewood Nursing Home in
Westmoreland, New Hampshire
since 1983 as an LNA, activity
aide, and unit assistant before
retiring in 2014. She loved her
grandchildren very much and
enjoyed taking them camping.
She also enjoyed scrapbooking,
sewing, and many crafts. She re-
ally loved her family and friends.
Dorothy and her husband were
members of the North American
Family Campers Association
(NAFCA), Springfield Chapter
#1 and Mantowa Chapter #40.
Dorothy was predeceased by
her parents, her husband, her
sister Shirley Plummer, and her
son Anson Jr. Dorothy is sur-
vived by a son, James Boudrieau
(Jane) of Tollesboro, Kentucky;
a daughter, Zandrea Lockerby
(Samuel) of Charlestown, New
Hampshire; and six grandchil-
dren and 14 great-grandchildren.
Survivors also include sisters,
Verda Raymond of Bellows
Falls, Theresa Naucedar of
Rockingham, and Edith Weilder
of Bellows Falls, as well as 20
nieces and nephews and several
great-nieces and great-nephews.
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A ser-
vice was held on Dec. 7 at Fenton
& Hennessey Funeral Home in
Bellows Falls.

* Lyndon Ernest Corriveau,
73, of Windham. Died on Dec. 3,
2023. He was born on March
10, 1950 in Brattleboro to Olive
(Amsden) and Joseph Corriveau.
Lyndon is survived by his brother,
Warren; his daughter Linda
Ewens and her husband Gary
Jr.; his son James and his wife
Crystal; and his son David. He
also leaves behind seven cher-
ished grandchildren. Lyndon was
preceded in death by his parents,
his first wife, Sandra (Perry); his
second wife, Christine (Forbes);
and his granddaughter Tressa
McKinney. Lyndon attended
Brattleboro Union High School
and went on to spend many years
at the Brattleboro Reformer. He
also worked at Stratton Mountain
in the housekeeping department.
Lyndon was a member of Valley
Bible Church in Windham. His
faith was important to him, and
he cherished his time spent wor-
shiping with fellow congregants.
He will be remembered for his
love, dedication, and the impact
he had on the lives of those around

him. He will be deeply missed by
his family, friends, and all who
knew him. MEMORIAL INFORMA-
TION: Services to honor and cel-
ebrate Lyndon’s life will be held
on Saturday, Dec. 16, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., at Valley Bible Church
in Windham. Donations to Valley
Bible Church, 3264 Windham Hill
Rd., Windham, VT 05359.
" _ ¥ ¢ Eugene
“Gino” Joseph
AL AT Descoteaux,
Jr., 83, of
Spofford, New
‘ Hampshire. Died
on Oct. 25,2023,
at Dartmouth—
H1tchc0ck Medical Center in
Lebanon, New Hampshire.
Anyone who met Gino would
call him a character. He was stern
and steadfast, yet chivalrous and
polite. He reserved his laughter
until he was with his closest of
companions. To know him was to
love him. Not just for the wildest
of tales he told of his time spent
as a master welder and master
electrician with IBEW Local 490.
Not just for his golf game and
beautiful carpentry, or his pris-
tine lawn. Not just for the favors
he was always apt to hand out
to those in need. Even when he
was upset, you could still see the
happiness in his eyes. They were
soft and filled with pride and joy.
Joy for his beautiful wife, Karin
Descoteaux, with whom he spent
43 beautiful and love-filled years.
Joy for his four daughters and
their families: Leeann Descoteaux
of Keene, New Hampshire; Sue
and Steve Brabec of Old Lyme,
Connecticut; Terra Descoteaux
and Todd Craig of North Walpole,
New Hampshire; and Jessica and
Seth Pichette of Brattleboro.
They all share a piece of his charm
and wit. Joy for his grandchildren:
Megan Brabec, Amanda Driscoll,
Becca Brabec, Madeline Wilson,
and Neve and Noland Pichette.
Joy which spread across the greens
of a golf course, and pride for the
house he poured his heart and soul
into making a home. The kind of
pride so infectious it followed the
gifts he made by hand — cutting
boards, bird houses, cat trees,
and dog feeders, just to name a
few. People loved him for his soft
eyes and warm smile, and for the
respect he showed others. While
he may no longer be physically
here, so much of him will live on.
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: None
provided.
;

=

* Jerome
J- “Jerry”
> Driscoll, 87, 0f
= ! Bondville. Died

. onDec. 7,2023.
Jerry was born
May 31, 1936 in
Phlladelphla and
grew up in 1ts suburbs After high

Milestones are published as community news at no cost to families, thanks
to financial support of our members and advertisers. Send them to news@
commonsnews.ord. Though we ask that content for this column be sent by
Friday at 5 p.m., we will do our best to include late obituaries. Please alert

the newsroom at 802-246-6397 for

post-deadline urgent submissions. We

will always do our best to accommodate contributors in their time of grief.
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MILESTONES
Births, deaths, and news of people from Windham County

school, he served briefly in the
Navy. He married Sue Ann Jones
and they were blessed with five
children. He worked for several
companies, including Havertown
Printing and American Fiber-
Velope (AFV). He became plant
manager of a new location of
AFYV, and moved the family to
Illinois. In 1982, Jerry and Sue
moved to Sue’s hometown of
Bondville. In Vermont, Jerry
worked with Sue in her clean-
ing service and also with a local
logging and firewood business.
He served on the Rescue Squad
of the Winhall Volunteer Fire
Department and was the depart-
ment’s treasurer. He was a valued
member of the town’s Planning
Commission and was appointed
Zoning Administrator. As a life-
long Catholic, he was active in
several lay ministries and organi-
zations, including Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine, Marriage
Encounter, and Cursillo. He was
ordained into the Deaconate at the
age of 70 and appointed to serve
the parishes in the West River
Mission. He was a compassionate
and generous man who supported
numerous charities, especially
those concerning the well-being
of children. In addition to his
devotion to church, family, and
community, Jerry en)oyed bowl-
ing, model railroading, playing
chess, and watching football. He
was predeceased by his wife, a son,
his sister, and a niece. Jerry is sur-
vived by his children: Kathleen
(Daniel) Lord of Bondville, Julia
(Joseph) Bjorn of Cedar Rapids,
Towa, Robert (Stella) Driscoll of
Bristol, Wisconsin, and Virginia
(Bruce) Swan of Salisbury; and
seven grandchildren, 10 great-
grandchildren, three nieces, and
a nephew. MEMORIAL INFORMA-
TION: A funeral mass was held
Dec. 13 at St. Michael’s Catholic
Church in Brattleboro. Burial and
committal rites will be held at a
later date. Donations to Covenant
House, PO. Box 758636, Topeka,
KS 66675-9986 (covenanthouse.
org). To offer condolences, visit
atamaniuk.com.
= e * Nancy W.
. Eckhardt, 94,
Gl - of Townshend.
=y & ) Died Dec,
} ;i 4, 2023 at
. f'é Valley Cares in
Townshend,
WM& where she was
a resident for nine years. Nancy
was born on July 28, 1929, in
Greenwich, Connecticut to
Hawley G. and Lorraine H.
(Finch) Willson. She was blessed
three years later with a brother,
Jay Green Willson. Though he
was her little brother, it was not
long before he literally became
her “big” brother, as in later life
she stood about 5-foot-2 and Jay
was 6-foot-5. During her early
years she lived with her family in
Southbury, Connecticut on a farm
owned by her grandparents, Edna
and Gilbert Finch. The family
eventually moved to Greenwich,
where she attended Greenwich
High School, graduating with the
Class of 1948. She participated in
basketball, softball, Contemporary
Affairs, Girl’s Glee Club, Student
Council, and she was a varsity
Cheerleader. Her yearbook pic-
ture caption read, “Her charac-
ter is sweet, charm is her forte.”
After graduating high school,
Nancy attended Mary Washington
College at the University of
Virginia in Fredericksburg from
1948 to 1950. Quotes from “The
Battlefield” yearbook from col-
lege included “Hotshot!”, the
“gir]l with the wonderful person-
ality,” the “best big sister a girl
could have,”and “your ready wit
and crazy antics made us laugh.”

After graduating with an associ-
ate’s degree, she enrolled in the
Ward School of Airline Training
in Worcester, Massachusetts, and
successfully completed the train-
ing to become a TWA Stewardess-
Hostess. She generally flew routes
from Boston to Kansas City,
Missouri. One memorable pas-
senger of hers was OI’ Blue Eyes
himself, Frank Sinatra. During
her senior year of high school,
Nancy began dating a classmate
from Old Greenwich, David B.
Carlson Jr. As can happen, this
relationship grew stronger until,
on July 28, 1951, they were mar-
ried. Their first child, Jennifer,
was born in 1952. Two boys fol-
lowed— Christopher in 1954, and
Peter in 1956. Nancy excelled
as a mother and a housewife as
the children grew. In 1964, The
family moved from Greenwich to
Washington, D.C., where David
began working for Housing and
Urban Development. While in
Washington, Nancy volunteered
as a “candy-striper” at Sibley
Memorial Hospital, where she
assisted the nursing staff. Two
years later, David and Nancy de-
cided to part ways, and Nancy,
along with the three children, re-
turned to Greenwich. She found
employment with the Putnam
Trust Co., working as a travel
agent in the Riverside office. In
1968, Nancy met and began dat-
ing William E. Eckhardt. The two
eventually married on Oct. 10,
1970, at Christ Episcopal Church
in Greenwich. They first settled
in Old Greenwich, until finding
a home of their own in Fairfield,
Connecticut. In 1974, Nancy and
Bill moved to Top Notch Farm
in Townshend and spent the next
42 years there, becoming deeply
involved in the local commu-
nity. Nancy became a member
of the Eastern Star, and joined
the West River Valley Chorus,
singing and bell-ringing with
them for many years. Nancy also
worked at the medical office of
Drs. Bresnahan, Tortolani, and
Sinusas in Brattleboro as a recep-
tionist for many years, retiring in
1991. She enjoyed gardening, be-
coming quite proficient at grow-
ing beautiful flowers during the
warmer months. She loved the
birds that visited her feeders, es-
pecially the hummingbirds. Cats,
dogs, chickens, horses, cows, and
even the neighbors’ bison, were
all welcomed to her yard (well,
maybe not the bison!) She was an
avid Boston Red Sox fan, as well
as a New England Patriots fan
(though she was secretly a long-
time New York Giants fan). She
excelled at needlepoint, embroi-
dery, and quilting, and was known
far and wide for her baking skills,
especially her pumpkin bread.
Her greatest love, though, was
reserved for her family, especially
her 10 grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren. She would always
ask, “How is the family?” Nancy
had a deep faith in God, which
kept her steady through the hills
and valleys of life. She and Bill
joined the Jamaica Community
Church and served in several dif-
ferent capacities there for many
years. The Eckhardts were very
outgoing, and made numerous
lifelong friends over the years.
She will always be remembered
as a caring and thoughtful person,
who had a smile ready for all those
whom she greeted. She will be
sorely missed here, but we are sure
she is smiling in heaven. Nancy
was predeceased by her parents,
as well as her husband of 52 years,
William E. Eckhardt; a grand-
daughter, Rebecca Harris; her
brother, Jay G. Willson; her son,
Christopher Carlson; and a niece,
Sandra McMurray. She is survived
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916 West River Rd,
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Brattleboro, VT
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Hi, my name is Sasha! | am a very sweet
and and outgoing girl! I am trying to find
my retirement home. | seem to like other
dogs but should live in a home without any
cats. | am also great with kids. Please stop
by and make my dreams come true.

Hi, my name is Tammy! | am a bit nervous at
M first but once | get to know you | will be right

| by your side. | do have a lot of energy and loves
¢ to play with my toys. | may be able to live with
. another dog or cat if we are introduced slowly.
Kids can be scary and would do better in a
' home with older children.

! can be scary.

Ad graciously sponsored by:

GUILFORD SOUND

guilfordsound.com
802-254-4511
info@guilfordsound.com

. Hi, my name is Aladdin! | am a sweet boy who
is nervous at first. Once | am bonded with you,
| will make a great little companion who would
love to snuggle on the couch with you. | have
| lived with other small dogs before. | would do

. best in a home without any kids because they

by her daughter, Jennifer Harris;
her son, Peter (Roxane) Carlson;
nephew Gary (Beverly) Willson
and niece Lauren (Tom) Johnston;
and sister-in-law Carol Willson.
Also surviving are nine grand-
children, Todd (Kathryn) Einig,
Tracey (Travis) Farrell, Kristin
Grossbach, Amy Carlson, Jaclyn
(Michael) Kruse, Rachel Carlson,
Sarah (Justin) Adams, Jared
Carlson (Clarissa Taylor-Wesley)
and Jason (Kayla) Carlson; and 13
great-grandchildren, Ava Einig,
Madelyn and Freya Adams, Alan
and Joshua Grossbach, Shayla
and Sharice Dennis, Brayden,
Grayson, and Emersyn Kruse,
Evangeline and Oaklen Carlson,
and Wesley Carlson. MEMORIAL
INFORMATION: A celebration of
life service was held at Jamaica
Community Church on Dec. 9.
Donations to Jamaica Community
Church, P. O. Box 54, Jamaica, VT
05343, or Grace Cottage Hospital,
185 Townshend Rd., Townshend,
VT 05353. To offer condolences,
v131t atamanluk com.

i *Teresa
L “Terry” Gray,
4 66,0f Hinsdale,
2 New Hampshire.
{ Died peacefully
with her fam-
ily at her side on
Dec. 7, 2023 at
Pine Heights nursing home fol-
lowing an extended period of de-
clining health. Terry was born in
Worcester, Massachusetts on Oct.
26, 1957, the daughter of Wilfred
and Yvette (Houle) Laliberte.
Along with her four brothers and
family, she was raised and edu-
cated in Auburn, Massachusetts,
graduating from Auburn High
School with the Class of 1975.
Following graduation in June
1975, Terry became employed
with C&S Wholesale Grocers, then
located in Worcester, Mass. In
1981, the company relocated her
and her daughter to Brattleboro.
C&S became more than just a job
for Terry. She devoted the next
48 > years of her life to her work
and cherished all of the friends
and family that she met along the
way. Terry enjoyed sewing, taking
cruises, and spending time with
her family, especially her grand-
children, and her two pugs which
brought her much joy. In August
1992, Terry met her soulmate. She
married Douglas Gray Il on Aug.
18, 2012 at the Crosby House in
Brattleboro. The couple had been
together for a total of 30 wonder-
ful years. Besides her loving and
devoted husband, she leaves a
daughter, Danielle Laliberte and
Travis Carpenter of Dummerston;
grandchildren Rachael White
and Gavin Carpenter; a step-son,
Ethan Gray and his daughter,
Persephone; and several nieces,
nephews, and cousins. She was
predeceased by her parents and
brothers Richard, Paul, and
Gerald Laliberte. MEMORIAL IN-
FORMATION: Friends are invited
to call at Atamaniuk Funeral
Home on Saturday, Dec. 16, from
10 a.m. until noon. A reception
will follow the calling hours to be
held at American Legion Post 5
on Linden Street. Donations to
the Windham County Humane
Society, PO. Box 397, Brattleboro,
VT 05302. To offer condolences,
visit atamaniuk.com.

* Whitney “Whit?”
Hartshorne, 95, of Townshend.
Died Nov. 20, 2023 at Grace
Cottage Hospital. He was born
on Feb. 8, 1928 in Cherry Hill,
New Jersey. He later moved to
South Newfane with his parents,
the late William Bibb Hartshorne
and Marion (Ford) Hartshorne
and his brother Gaywood (Woody)
Hartshorne. He was a gradu-
ate of Yale University with a
degree in finance. He married
Patricia Heath on Sept. 19, 1953.
They lived in Brattleboro and
Naperville, Illinois prior to mov-
ing to Springfield, Vermont in
1964. Whit started his career at
the Newfane Bank and then went
to work at Vermont Research as
their comptroller. After leaving
Vermont Research, he started
his own business, selling electric

tuners. One of his clients was
Jerry Garcia from the Grateful
Dead. He met his second wife,
Rosmarie van den Burgh, af-
ter his first wife passed away in
2002 and they moved to Rutland,
then to Brandon, and ultimately
Townshend. Whit was a won-
derful husband, father, grandfa-
ther, brother, and friend. He will
be remembered playing all types
of card games, crossword puz-
zles, and going for walks/hikes in
his spare time. He loved his fam-
ily very much and will be greatly
missed. Survivors include his wife,
of Townshend; his daughter Carol
Funk and husband Steven Funk
of Scarborough, Maine; grand-
children Catherine and Eric Funk,
and stepdaughter Margaret van
den Bergh. He was predeceased by
his first wife, Patricia, in 2002 and
his son, Bill, in 1971. MEMORIAL
INFORMATION: A private burial
and celebration of life will take
place at the Meeting House Hill
Cemetery in Brattleboro at a later
date. Donations to the Windham
County Humane Society, P.O.
Box 397, Brattleboro, VT 05302,
or the Alzheimer’s Association,
22512 Gateway Center Drive,
Clarksburg, MD 20871.
- * Patricia
R. Wilder, 80,
of Jamaica.
t Died on Dec. 3,
. 2023. Patricia
was born on
Sept. 28, 1943,
! ™ in Norwalk,
Connecticut to the late Claude
and Rose (Emond) Violette.
Patricia attended high school in
Ridgefield, Connecticut. She at-
tended Johnson State College,
where she pursued legal studies,
accounting, and child psychol-
ogy. Many will fondly remember
Patricia from her days working at
Stratton Mountain and the Weston
Village Store. Patricia was a pa-
rishioner of Church of Christ in
Brattleboro. She also volunteered
her time as a social worker liaison
for the Jamaica Volunteer Fire
Department. When not working
or volunteering she was known
as a “YouTube crafter,” making
many a trip to the Dollar Tree for
DIY craft supplies and inspira-
tions. She was also a very talented
painter. In addition to her parents,
Patricia was predeceased by her
son Peter Kramer, her sister Susie
Hartson, and her daughter-in-law
Rose Kramer. Patricia is survived
by her children: her son Wayne
Kramer of Kingston, New York;
her daughters Dawn Smith and
her husband Steve of Rutland,
and Sonya Kramer of North
Springfield; her sons Claude
Kramer of Cleveland, Tennessee
and Otto Kramer of Jamaica; sis-
ters Diana Mills of Greensboro,
North Carolina, Linda Violette of
South Yarmouth, Massachusetts,
Dorothy Violette of Danbury,
Connecticut, and Claudia Keller
of Concord, New Hampshire.
Patricia also leaves behind 15
grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren. MEMORIAL IN-
FORMATION: A funeral service
was held Dec. 9 at the Church of
Christ in Brattleboro. Donations
to the Neighbor’s Pantry, in
care of Second Congregational
Church, 2051 North Main St.,
Londonderry, VT 05148. To leave
a message of condolence, visit
phaneuf.net.

Services

PP~ 7 + A memo-

b " rial service cel-
ebrating the life

| of Thomas B.
Ragle will be
held at Guilford
e Community

Lt Church on
Monday Dec. 18, at 1:30 p.m.
The service will be live streamed
and can be viewed at youtube.com/
watch?v=6XA8cnkQ9Uc. Mr. Ragle,
96, of Guilford, died on Now. 26,
2023. To offer condolences, visit
atamaniuk.com.

JEWETT

PLUMBING & HEATING

SERVING THE BRATTLEBORO AREA
WITH RELIABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
- BATHROOM & KITCHEN REMODELING

- COMPLETE HEATING SYSTEMS

- WATER PUMPS & SYSTEMS

802-254-4963

1090 WESTERN AVENUE
WEST BRATTLEBORO

Septic Tank Pumping
&3 Portable Toilet Rentals
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A person with a sign asking for money sits outside the Brattleboro Food Co-op.

Town brings municipal response
to panhandling back to the table

Selectboard struggles to address complaints
voiced 1n a 1,000-signature petition in the shadow
of court rulings that asking for money on public
property 1s constitutionally protected speech

By Kevin O’Connor
VtDigger

BRATTLEBORO—As local
leaders here tell it, residents who
see people asking for spare change
along downtown streets, parking
lots, and traffic medians are ex-
pressing both sides of the coin.

“A highly sympathetic view
might hold that panhandling is
essential to a poor person’s sur-
vival and should not be restricted
or discouraged in any way,” Town
Manager John Potter wrote in
a recent memorandum to the
Selectboard.

“A less sympathetic view might
see the behavior as contributing
to chaos, community disorder and
crime, as well as a postponement
of attempts to address underly-
ing problems,” he wrote.

Brattleboro is one of at least
seven Vermont communities
that once ratified anti-solicita-
tion ordinances — joining Barre
City, Bennington, Burlington,
Montpelier, Rutland Town, and
Winooski — only to drop or
stop enforcing them in light of
22015 U.S. Supreme Court de-
cision against rules that curtail
free speech protected by the First
Amendment.

But that hasn’t deterred resi-
dents from complaining.

“While it is important to

acknowledge that some indi-
viduals may be facing difficult
circumstances, allowing unre-
stricted panhandling poses sig-
nificant challenges that cannot be
ignored,” said a recent Change.
org petition directed to the pub-
lic and signed by more than 1,000
people.

“The sight of individuals beg-
ging on street corners can cre-
ate negative perceptions about
Brattleboro’s overall livability,
potentially deterring potential
residents or investors from choos-
ing our town as their home or
place of business,” the petition
continued.

In response, the Selectboard
began talking at a Dec. 5 meeting
about possible solutions — only to
end nearly 90 minutes later with
more questions than answers.

“I think we’re all stuck on
what to do,” Selectboard mem-
ber Daniel Quipp said.

Other towns look
at the issue

The discussion comes as other
Vermont cities and towns are con-
templating their own conversa-
tions. In a recent speech about
public safety, Rutland Mayor
Mike Doenges noted the need
for his municipality to talk about
panhandling.

“I don’t know that we have a

BELLOWS FALLS

Liberty Food Fest celebrates
sustainable, local, and
regional food systems

BELLOWS FALLS—The
first-ever Liberty Food Fest is set
for Thursday through Saturday,
Dec. 14-16, in Bellows Falls
and Walpole, New Hampshire.
It will feature local farmers, res-
taurateurs, and environmentalists
presenting on local food systems.

“Lunatic Farmer” Joel Salatin
of Polyface Farms of Virginia’s
Shenandoah Valley and Ojibwe
Leader Winona LaDuke of White
Earth Farms in Minnesota head-
line this three-day fest, which
kicks off Thursday evening with
Salatin at The Hungry Diner res-
taurant in Walpole.

Hungry Diner owners Caitlin
and Chris Caserta will speak on
Friday afternoon, Dec. 15, at the
Bellows Falls Opera House on
“Making Farm to Table Work.”
Also speaking will be Kristin
Canty, who directed the docu-
mentary movie, Farmageddon,
which explores the “unseen war
on American family farms.” The
film will be shown at the Opera
House on Friday afternoon at
12:30.

Besides the Casertas and
Salatin, the Fest includes talks by
several New England farmers, en-
vironmentalists, and politicians.

LaDuke is a well-known

environmentalist who co-founded
the White Earth Land Recovery
Project to buy back lands and cre-
ate jobs at the White Earth Indian
Reservation in Minnesota. She
also operates a 140-acre industrial
hemp farm at the reservation and
was the vice-presidential nominee
on the Green Party ticket in the
1996 and 2000 elections.

LaDuke will speak on “Being
Connected to the Land” at 11
a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 16, at
the Opera House. She will be
followed by organic farmer and
Maine State Sen. Craig Hickman,
who has championed his state’s
food sovereignty law to remove
burdensome regulations on small
farmers.

The fest has been organized
by documentary filmmaker and
Saxtons River resident Graham
Meriwether, whose documentary,
Farmers for America, narrated by
Mike Rowe, was recently aired on
PBS stations around the country.
He and Salatin, a farmer featured
in the film, will head up a screen-
ing of the film on Friday evening
at 7 p.m. at the Opera House.

For details on the speakers,
the schedule, and the costs of the
event, visit libertyfoodfest.com.

fix,” Doenges told the city Board
of Aldermen. “Although not il-
legal, it does make many feel un-
safe and at times even harassed or
threatened.”

The American Civil Liberties
Union of Vermont is unaware
of other communities debat-
ing the issue, although it has re-
leased an open letter reminding
that “laws seeking to ban pan-
handling have consistently been
struck down by state and fed-
eral courts,” Communications
Director Stephanie Gomory said.

Local officials note that for all
the talk of a problem, they have
little hard data to confirm or deny
its prevalence.

The Brattleboro Police
Department reports “frequent”
calls about related disorderly con-
duct, traffic safety, and wellness
checks, but doesn’t track com-
plaints about solicitation because
it isn’t a crime.

“Brattleboro Police are aware
and supportive of protecting peo-
ple’s First Amendment rights,”
the department said in a state-
ment released in advance of the
Dec. 5 Selectboard meeting.

Municipal leaders echo that
sentiment.

“It is good to reflect on the
likelihood that panhandlers are
not down-and-out by choice;
that asking people for money is
probably a last resort for them;
and it can negatively impact their
sense of dignity and contribute to
depression,” Potter wrote in his
memorandum. “Despite a wide
range of social services available
in Brattleboro, there are clearly
unmet needs for cash that can be
satisfied through direct donations
requested by panhandling.”

Deferring the
deterring

But facing public complaints,
the Selectboard reviewed — and
ultimately rejected — several pro-
posed deterrents.

The first suggestion was to re-
vise the town’s former anti-so-
licitation ordinance to prohibit
“aggressive panhandling” that
is “threatening, intimidating, or
coercive.”

“An ordinance specific to pan-
handling would be challenged,”
Potter told the board, “and would
require further decisions regard-
ing a legal strategy and associated
expenses.”

A second was to ban soliciting
in designated “safety zones™ such
as busy intersections, medians,
and other high-traffic areas — a
suggestion the town manager said
would also spark legal questions.

A third was to require a busi-
ness license or permit for pan-
handling, although a 2021 federal
ruling awarded $150,000 to a man
who sued a Missouri county that
called for a solicitation license.

Brattleboro leaders also
weighed a public relations cam-
paign to promote charities that
address poverty.

“It could be the Selectboard’s
policy to exercise its own free
speech, through signs on public

KEVIN O’CONNOR VTDIGGER.ORG

property, that discourage people
from giving money to panhan-
dlers,” said Potter, offering such
examples as “say no to panhan-
dling, say yes to helplng agencies
serving those in need.”

But at the close of the meeting,
the five-member board could only
agree to tackle the larger issue of
“safety” at a later date.

“We can walk out of here and
pretend that the problem doesn’t
exist, pretend that we don’t all re-
ceive emails, pretend that we’re
just going to sit here and operate
from some higher moral ground
and ignore what people are feel-
ing,” Selectboard member Peter
Case said. “This board leaving
this meeting tonight without
some sort of plan in place to ex-
plore, come back with, and dis-
cuss is irresponsible.”

In response, Quipp said tak-
ing no action was a statement in
itself “because asking for money
is not a crime.”

Residents have voiced differ-
ing opinions on the issue. Petition
signers attached comments saying
they feel unsafe being solicited by
strangers and fear donated money
is paying for drugs. For their
part, authors of several recent
newspaper opinion pieces have

Petitions now
available for 2024
Town Election

BRATTLEBORO—
Candidate petitions for
Brattleboro town officers,
Windham Southeast School
District (WSESD) board mem-
bers, and Town Meeting mem-
bers are now available at the
Town Clerk’s office. Town
elections will be Tuesday,
March 5 at American Legion
Post 5, 32 Linden St.

The 2024 Annual
Representative Town Meeting
will begin on Saturday, March
23, at 8:30 a.m., in the gym-
nasium of Brattleboro Union
High School at 131 Fairground
Rd.

All petitions must be filed
with the Town Clerk’s office no
later than 5 p.m. on Monday,
Jan. 29 for a candidate’s name
to be placed on the ballot.

All forms for town officers
and WSESD board members
must be returned with at least
30 valid signatures of regis-
tered Brattleboro voters.

Candidates for Town
Meeting Member must file a
nomination petition, issued by
the Town Clerk’s office, with at
least 10 valid signatures of vot-
ers from the district where the
candidate lives.

Incumbent Representative
Town Meeting Members will
be mailed a Notice of Intent
form in early January.

Officers to be elected:

*» Moderator (one year; David
Gartenstein, incumbent).

« Lister (three years;
Katherine N. Dowd,
incumbent).

called for more understanding
and compassion.

“In a world of increasing un-
certainty, climate chaos, and po-
litical polarization, we’re shutting
out the voices of the most vul-
nerable citizens of Brattleboro,”
resident Paula Melton wrote in
a Viewpoint for The Commons
[““Safety’? For whom? ‘Calm’?
About what?,” Voices, Aug. 16].

“Instead of listening to them,
we are amplifying the voices of
those who already enjoy the most
resources, power, and privilege,”
Melton wrote.

Brattleboro writer David
Blistein is chronicling the plight
of those seeking money on a
Substack site (davidblistein.

» Selectboard (three years;
Ian Goodnow, incumbent).

« Selectboard (one-year
seats; Peter Case and Franz
Reichsman, incumbents).

 First Constable (one
year; Richard H. Cooke,
incumbent).

* Second Constable (one
year; Gary Corey, incumbent).

* Trustee of Public Funds
(three years; Deborah Zak,
incumbent).

* Unified School Directors
(three years; Robin Morgan
and Tim Maciel, incumbents,
plus one year remaining of
three-year seat held by Matt
Schibley).

Representative Town
Meeting Members to be
elected:

* District 7: 14 members for
three years, six members for
two years, and six members
for one year.

« District 8: 16 members for
three years, one member for
two years, and one member
for one year.

* District 9: 16 members for
three years, one member for
two years, and one member
for one year.

The actual number of
Representative Town Meeting
Members to be elected is sub-
ject to change based on res-
ignations prior to the ballot
deadline.

For more information, visit
brattleboro.gov or reach out
to the Town Clerk’s office at
802-251-8157 or townclerk@
brattleboro.gov.

substack.com). In one story, he
recalled giving someone $3, only
to see the recipient immediately
hand it to a drug dealer. In an-
other, he asks a second person
on the street why that happened.

“You’ve got to stop the pain,”
Blistein quoted the man as saying.

Municipal leaders have yet to
figure out how.

“Some people are OK with a
certain level of disorder in urban
areas, while others are genuinely
scared of it and alter their lives
accordingly, avoiding certain pub-
lic spaces,” Potter said. “All of
which is to say that there are no
easy solutions for the community
as a whole in addressing the issue
of panhandling.”

(Of course you do! You're from Windham County!)

Got something on your mind? Send contribu-
tions to our Letters from Readers section (500
words or fewer strongly recommended) to
voices@commonsnews.org; the deadline is
Friday to be considered for next week'’s paper.

h - When spaceis anissue, we give priority to words
that have not yet appeared elsewhere.

GOTAN OPINION?

The Commons

|HYRLIDAY

% Shopping

Pa eg benefit
S PI'OJ ctFeed

the thouwsanda

November 29 - December 20

s

PROMOTE YOUR LOCAL OFFERINGS
in our special HOLIDAY SHOPPING
PAGES — our biggest papers of the

year!

A portion of advertising dollars will be
given to Project Feed the Thousands to
help those in need.

Call 1-888-511-5150, or email one of our ad reps:
lori@commonsnews.org
nancy@commonsnews.org
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B Homeless students

Rayl, who held the position for six
years, talked about the challenges
and successes of this work.

Because of the stigma associ-
ated with homelessness, it can be
difficult to identify students who
could benefit from the services
provided by the district. Hill pri-
oritizes educating the public and
school staff about the program
so that families can be referred
for services.

“Everyone at the school is an
essential partner — from the par-
ents to the teachers, to the cus-
todians to the cafeteria workers
— anybody can identify a child,”
she said.

The U.S. Department of
Education’s definition of home-
lessness is more expansive than
the definition used by the federal
government to determine eligibil-
ity for housing assistance.

In this context, children whose
nighttime residences aren’t
“fixed” (doesn’t change), regular
(used on a nightly basis), or ade-
quate (meets the family’s needs)”
are considered homeless and
therefore eligible for McKinney-
Vento program assistance.

This definition includes
substandard housing and liv-
ing situations where families
are “buddying up,” or sharing
housing that would be deemed
overcrowded.

“This definition captures fami-
lies and students who are precari-
ously housed, not just those who
are literally homeless,” said Katy
Preston, state coordinator for
homeless education in Vermont.

Preston, a Vermont Agency of
Education employee, works with
the 52 school districts or super-
visory unions in the state with
McKinney-Vento liaisons.

Many homeless
youth are ‘not seen’

In the 2021-22 school year,
Vermont school districts identi-
fied 1,312 homeless children and
youth, up from 1,006 in the pre-
vious year. Of those children and
youth, 55% were in buddying-up
situations.

Of this year’s $322,500 fed-
eral McKinney-Vento program
allocation to the state, $250,000
was awarded to seven local school
districts, including the WSESU.
Those school districts that do not
receive these grants fund their
programs with Title I dollars.

Hill thinks there are “many
more” unaccompanied youth in
the community than she has been
able to identify. Many of these
youth are “not seen,” said Rayl.

FROM SECTION FRONT

“What happens with these kids
is they are in and out of school,”
she said. “Maybe there’s a family
fight, or maybe there’s drug use
or stress in the family. They’re out
for two weeks, then they’re back,
and then they’re out again and
nobody really sees that.”

Being able to identify and sup-
port these older youth is why
Hill spends two of her five days
a week at the high school. “It was
a huge success when one of these
students let me know he got his
learner’s permit,” she said.

Russell Bradbury-Carlin, exec-
utive director of Youth Services in
Brattleboro, agrees that it’s very
difficult to identify unaccompa-
nied youth.

“It’s really hard to get the
number of these youth because
you don’t see them,” he said.
“They do a lot of couch-surfing.
It might sound like they’re doing
sleepovers, like it’s fun.”

For them, the process of se-
curing shelter “often starts with
them staying with a friend or a
friend’s family for a short time,”
Bradbury-Carlin continued.

“Then they go to another
friend for a short time, and then
they run out of their close friends.
And then it’s friends of friends,”
he said.

“And then they stay with
someone who knows someone,”
Bradbury-Carlin said. “Often
those situations tend to become
riskier, more dangerous. Some
of these youth end up being traf-
ficked in some way.”

Consistency,
stability are in
their best interest

One of the biggest challenges
Hill faces in her position is en-
suring that children experienc-
ing homelessness can stay in their
school of origin — the last school
they attended before becoming
homeless.

The McKinney-Vento Act,
which authorizes the school dis-
trict liaison programs, protects a
student’s right to remain in the
school of origin, as well as the
right to receive transportation
to and from the school of origin.

In rural Vermont, this can be
expensive. When a bus schedule
can’t be worked out, the program
provides reimbursement for mile-
age for transportation or funds
private transportation.

“If we’re saying that what
would be in the best interest for
a child is to have consistency and
stability, [for the child to remain]
where people know them, then

JEFF POTTER/COMMONS FILE PHOTO

Workers from Renaud Bros. in Vernon demolish the remains of the McNeill’s Brewery on Dec. 3, 2022.

Bl McNeill land

estate lawyers.

Fisher said taking the deal
“gives you options,” as the lot is
next to the parking garage and
the land that wraps around it.
The town could, of course, opt
to sell the site, ultimately.

The transaction is contingent
on the environmental inspec-
tion, which could consist of sev-
eral tiers and which Fisher said
is fairly standard in commercial
real estate transactions.

The lawyer said he would
confer with the town Planning
Department about who might
perform the inspection and
when. He said at present he
is thinking it will be several
months out.

Fisher also said the first phase
of the inspection would be to

they should be able to stay in that
school of origin,” said Rayl.

Hill says that the program
has also paid for laundry cards
and equipment for students par-
ticipating in school-sponsored
sports.

“I’m the person that kind of
helps put the family in touch with
other resources that they might
need to access, like a housing co-
ordinator,” Hill said. “I let them
know where they can find food

Sam’s Brattieboro Store
Is closing

review the history of the site
and neighboring parcels. A
second phase of testing, which
might require drilling for con-
taminants/hazardous material,
could then be recommended. If
a problem is found, the contract
could be terminated, Fisher
said.

In March 2020, with Covid
spreading, McNeill had closed
the pub he opened in the late
1990s, but his daughter Eve
Nyrhinen told The Commons
right after the fire that her fa-
ther had plans to reopen and had
continued to brew.

Fire Chief Leonard Howard
explained at the time that
McNeill had been told in June
2022 that the building was un-
safe and that if a fire broke out,

in town.”

“I’m just being a point of con-
tact and partnering with these
parents to make sure that they’re
feeling supported,” Hill added.

Rayl acknowledges that ed-
ucation may not be a priority
for some families experiencing
homelessness.

“We’re in the business of pro-
viding education, but for some
families, it may not be their pri-
ority, understandably,” she said.

Howard would not put oth-
ers’ lives at risk to enter the
structure.

Nyrhinen also noted that the
building had not passed its reg-
ular inspection, a fact under-
scored in a press release from the
Brattleboro Fire Department
on Dec. 5, 2022 that included
both an engineering report from
Stevens & Associates from that
previous June and McNeill’s ac-
knowledgement of that report.

“Basically, the 200-year-
old wooden building was not
designed for literal tons of
brew tanks and equipment,”
Nyrhinen said. “I don’t know
if it was officially condemned
or all-but-condemned, but he
was not allowed to reopen to
the public. He was working

“Whether or not your child is in
school, or whether or not you
show up for a meeting when your
life is nothing but meetings —
you know, it’s just hard to imag-
ine the circumstances of some
people’s lives.”

Rayl defines program success
as “kids coming to school.”

“If they don’t have the school
experience, it’s going to condemn
them to even more of the insta-
bility and insecurity that they’re

FROM SECTION FRONT

with a guy named Bill to try to
repair and restore the building
but he had a limited budget and
the work was going much more
slowly than he had hoped.

“He was told he needed to
move out for his own safety, that
if there were a fire, the crew
wouldn’t be able to go in to res-
cue him due to the instability
of the building. There hadn’t
been a fire in his 30-ish years
there and he had an extensive
sprinkler system, and he himself
wasn’t worried about the struc-
tural stability, so he stayed. He
was planning on rebuilding with
an outdoor patio and a barbecue.
A new, better, McNeill’s.”

already experiencing,” she said.

“I’m so proud of this district,”
Rayl said, “for its will and inten-
tion to support the program and
to recognize the need. There’s a
massive vulnerability out there
and you can never do enough be-
cause the problem is bigger than
what there are resources for. [ am
just very proud to be associated
with WSESU.”

Sam’s Brattleboro
store Liquidation Sale

5% off Storewide

regular priced merchandise

save an ADDITIONAL 10°% off
Clearance Merchandise

Reduced 25% to 50% from original price.

*Discount applies to yellow tagged merchandise only. Additional 10% taken off the price marked on yellow clearance tags.

Brattleboro Store Only

All of the great brands Sam’s is known for.

In stock merchandise only. All sales final. No returns. No exchanges. OPEN SEVEN DAYS

Exceptions: Licenses, Gift cards, SUN 10-5

Services: Skate Sharpening, Gun Transfers etc... OUTDOOR
Sale ends April 2024. ‘ ° MON-SAT 9:30-6 OUTFl I l ERS

74 MAIN ST. BRATTLEBORO, VT - 802-254-2933 - www.samsoutfitters.com
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Mosaic
Mural Project
underway for
Brartleboros | |

Pliny Park

page Bl

Mary Lacy at work
on another mural of
the sort proposed
for the Brattleboro
Area Chamber

of Commerce’s
building overlookmg
Pliny Park.

a Space for soc31a1 connection

COURTESY PHOTO
Mary Lacy, left, and Corrine Yonce will be leading the installation of a mosaic at Pliny
Park in Brattleboro.

.@7@“ ‘CO

Brattleboro
N DEc. 2, a cluster of
townspeople and arts
followers gathered for
a public meet-the-art-
ists evening to hear plans for a
new community arts project —
a mosaic mural for Pliny Park
at the corner of Main and High
streets.

The work will be mounted
on the south side of the build-
ing — owned by the Brattleboro
Area Chamber of Commerce —
that frames the park at its north
end.

In the warmly lit, well-ap-
pointed gathering space of
Epsilon Spires, a nonprofit that
supports social impact through
art and science, a two-art-
ist team commissioned for the
project, Mary Lacy and Corrine
Yonce, each offered a window
into her own art, followed by an
explanation of their collabora-
tive process and an invitation
for community participation.

ntemplation

Breeze Verdant.

That community role in the
scheduled summer 2024 cre-
ation/installation will invite a
range of input, from sugges-
tions for the theme of the mu-
ral, to donation of funds to
make it possible, to donations
of found objects and castoffs to
be used in the mural, to the ac-
tual hands-on creation of the
piece, which will span the full
canvas of the plastered wall.

“The initial idea bloomed
from a conversation Greg
[Lesch, executive director of
the Brattleboro Area Chamber
of Commerce] and I had about
how the Pliny Park wall is un-
derutilized and brainstorming

J

ANNIE LANDENBERGER is an arts writer
and colummnist for The Commons. She remains in-
volved with the Rock River Players, the community the-
ater that she founded and directed for years. She also is
one half of the musical duo Bard Owl, with partner T.

how it could be activated and
beautified by a community art
project,” says Jamie Mohr, di-
rector of Epsilon Spires.

In summer of 2022, the or-
ganization facilitated the High
Street Mural project, resulting
in an expansive, 2,280-square-
foot work that, as described on
its website, “supports cultural
tourism in our region and in-
spires a sense of co-ownership
and pride in our shared public
spaces.”

When initiating that, Mohr
said in a recent news release,
she “learned that every pub-
lic space presents different

B SEE MURAL, B3

‘Lima and the Top’ makes 1ts local debut at the Latchis

BRATTLEBORO—Latchis

Arts presents two holiday
screenings of the film Elma and
the Top, an original musical by
Newfane composer, filmmaker,
and writer Robert Fritz, on
Saturday and Sunday, December
16 and 17, at 4:00 p.m.

With songs by Fritz and

Denis Smith, Elma and the
Top tells the story of Elma, the
smallest elf in the North Pole,
who tries and tries to be of use
but just can’t find where and
how she fits in. It is also the
story of the Top, who finds out
there is more in life than it origi-
nally thought. Together, the sto-
ries show that no matter what
the past has been, we can start
again, and we are always given
anew chance to reach our most
important dreams.

Elma and the Top had its live

B SEE ‘ELMA AND THE TOP’, B2

The cast of
“Elma and
the Top.”

Berkley &Veller

Greenwood Country
Realtors

Get in touch today for tips on getting
your home ready for the market.

Let Us Help You Reach Your Real Estate Dreams! F I
Brattleboro: 802-254-6400 ¢ Dover: 802-464-8900 ¢ www.berkleyveller.com
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B ‘Elma and the Top’

theatrical debut in December
2022 in Atlanta, Georgia, featur-
inga cast of professional singers,
actors, dancers, and musicians.
“It charmed Atlanta audiences
last year,” say organizers. This
will be the first screening of
the film version in Fritz’s home
community.

“What a cast — a group of
some of the most talented people
on the planet! This is no exagger-
ation. They have come together
to tell a story that almost all of us
have lived at one point or another
in our lives, and that is being the
underdog, the person who tries
to belong, but somehow doesn’t
fit in no matter how hard they
try,” wrote Fritz in the Playbill
for the show.

FROM SECTION FRONT

Elma and the Top came together
when Smith approached Fritz
about working on a Christmas
show.

“We want to share something
wonderful for the most wonder-
ful holiday there is — Christmas,”
said Fritz.

Fritz is also an organizational
consultant for some of the largest
companies in the world. Rosalind,
his wife and colleague, is the
narrator.

Admission is by suggested do-
nation of $10, but no one will be
turned away for lack of funds.
Proceeds will be shared with the
New England Youth Theatre and
the Brattleboro Music Center. For
‘more information, visit latchis.

com.

TubaChristmas returns to Brattleboro

WEST BRATTLEBORO—
On Sunday, Dec. 17,
‘TubaChristmas brings together
local players of valved low brass
instruments, including the tuba
and euphonium (also known as
a baritone horn), to rehearse
and perform Christmas carols
specially arranged in four parts.

‘The public is invited to a cul-
nminating concert and sing-along
in the church sanctuary of the
First Congregational Church,
880 Western Ave. at 3 p.m.

TubaChristmas events take
place in over 300 cities through-
out the United States and in sev-
eral foreign countries.

Retired Brattleboro
Union High School band di-
rector, Steve Rice, serves as
host and music director for
the local TubaChristmas. He
took the reins from the late
Bruce Corwin, director of the
Brattleboro American Legion
Band.

TubaChristmas events are
overseen by the Harvey Phillips
Foundation. According to the
information they provide,
Harvey G. Phillips was inspired
to create this annual event hon-
oring his mentor and teacher,
the tubist William J. Bell (born
Christmas Day, 1902). The

first concert was held on Dec.
22, 1974, on the skating rink at
Rockefeller Center in New York
City, asite that continues to host
TubaChristmas annually.
Events in large cities attract
hundreds of musicians. The
Brattleboro version is typically
‘much smaller in scale, with 12 to
20 players. Organizers say “the

for registration at 12:45 p.m.
Rehearsal starts at 1:15 p.m.
Each participant needs a copy
of the music book, a music
stand, and the $10 registra-
tion fee. Anyone who needs
help obtaining a book should
contact Rice at 802-451-9072
or steverice9072@gmail.
com (steverice9072@gmail.

warm, rich, organ-like sound

of the tuba-euphonium choir
has won the ears and hearts of
every audience, helping to make
TubaChristmas an established
Christmas tradition throughout
the world.”

Participants should arrive

There is no admission fee
charged for the concert and a
free-will offering will be col-
lected to benefit the church’s
mission to serve the West
Brattleboro community.

With every 410
purchase,
enter our
contest to
win a prize!

‘Dw,o1 ’6

noon-6pm
48 Harmony PI, Brattleboro
wheelhouseclaycenter.com

brattleboro
clayworks

HOLIDAY
10% OFF
SALE

Dec. Ist - Dec. 24

10 am-5 pm
Or by chance
Or by appointment

info@brattleboroclayworks.com

Fridays & Saturdays

CLOSED Dec. 25 -Jan. 2

Brattleboroclayworks.com
532 Putney Road (under Friends of the Sun)

Give the Gift “ebor oR 20 lanes of bowling, pool tables,
of Legacy ‘o‘ O“' arcade games, 14 beers on tap,
g .. - 4 (4 and full snack bar.
o e ) <& The perfect place for your
Ghostwriting Services W\ H HOLIDAY WORK PARTY, or to bring
to Biograph a Lifetime o 5 the family for fun entertainment.
of Memories g (1 Let us do your
Please Email or Call Devan Gift Cards make great shipping for you!
munel:;g;l;ggi%r{:ll.com 865 P-;tar:)ez); :g;gqa;;uehom ICKING STUFFERS! C.ham from pre-made
gift boxes or create

Frazier ¢ Son

FURNTITURE
233 OLD HOMESTEAD HWY (RTE. 32, JUST SOUTH OF AIRPORT) SWANZEY, NH
800-494-3876 » 603-352-0337

Monday-Friday 10-6 « Saturday 10-5
Sunday Closed & Flexstcel. En

your own gift box. See
our gift boxes on our
website.

WWW.ROBBFAMILYFARM.COM
info@robbfamilyfarm.com « 802-257-0163
Monday-Friday: 10-5 « Saturday: 10-4 « Sunday: 10-3

Brattleboro,

Details & More Great Qffersjat]
brattleborojiujitsu.com/holiday™

GRACIE JIU-JITSU'

a
55 MARLBORO RD. + 802-579-7906

Adult + Children

more!

RIVER

Gift Certificates CGALLERY

CHOOL

OF ART

+ Teen

Studio, Printmaking,
Painting, Art Camp and

rivergalleryschool.org Register online or call 802-257-1577

suBARU share the love EVENT

Happening now through January 2, 2024!!

Purchase or
lease any new
vehicle & Subaru
donates

'(Good) King Wenceslaus'
comes to Next Stage Arts

PUTNEY—Next Stage Arts, 15 Kimball Hill,
hosts Vermont Suitcase Company’s first-ever win-
ter tour, featuring (Good) King Wenceslaus, on
Thursday, Dec. 14, at 7 p.m.

(Good) King Wenceslaus invites audiences to
follow King Wenceslaus and his Page, Edith, as
they embark on a comedic and enchanting jour-
ney through the deep and crisp and even snow of
Medieval Europe.

Set against the backdrop of a traditional

Christmas carol, the play “weaves a delightful nar-
rative,” exploring themes of meaning and goodness
with “a blend of quick-paced physical comedy, stage
magic, and puppetry — all expertly performed”
by a cast of four actors, organizers say. “The play
promises to captivate audiences of all ages with its
inventive storytelling and festive spirit.”

For ticket information, visit nextstagearts.org or
call 802-451-0033.

Vermont
Country Deli

Stocking Stuffers « Holiday Cookies

Happy Holidays!

436 Western Ave., Brattleboro, Vermont
(802) 257-9254 + Open 8am-6pm Daily
www.vermontcountrydeli.com

Last Minute Gifts

Last-minute gift
shopping?
Look snow further,
Goodwill has thrifty
finds for everyone

on your list!

Celebrate the season of giving at
Goodwill, where your purchases
create opportunities for others.

Goodwill Store and Donation Center

768 Putney Road, Brattleboro

802.257.3360

Goodwill Changes Lives!
goodwill-berkshires.org
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The

This Holiday Season, The Richards Group
encourages you to support your neighbors
and your community by shopping and
dining locally. Happy Holidays from all
of us at The Richards Group.

)

)
"
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Richards Group

FINANCIAL, INSURANCE & HR SOLUTIONS

M Mural

challenges, attributes, and
unique character.”

“The cracked plaster fagade
of [the Pliny Park] site inspired
our artistic direction to go to-
wards creating a mosaic mural,
and the medium itself invitesa
new opportunity for the com-
munity to engage with the
creative process and share co-
ownership of the artwork,” she
continued.

‘WITH THIS VISION in mind,
Mohr researched potential art-
ists, finding Lacy and Yonce,
who “both have an impressive
background in creating large-
scale mural projects and mosaics
that involve community engage-
ment and social practice.”

Indeed, perusing the website
for each artist — marylacyart.
com and cmyonce.com — one
could be struck by the innova-
tion, the experience, the vision,
and the embracing of the pub-
lic that each manifests in differ-
ent ways.

Lacy, originally from Jericho,
has grown into her practice as
a muralist, first marking that
growth with a 2017 nine-city
mural tour, which, she says in
her brief biography, was “spon-
sored by Benjamin Moore” and
involved “her personal bucket
truck [taking] her everywhere
from a seven-story building [in
Manbhattan] to the rural towns
of the Mississippi Delta, to just
off Route 66 in Gallup, New
Mexico.”

Much of her mural work
juxtaposes the natural with the
man-made, bringing a sense
of imagination, wonder, and
life back into our concrete and
physical surroundi

L. JEFF POTTER COMMONSFILEPHOTO (AND PHOTOILLUSTRATION)
The mural project is proposed for the wall of the Brattleboro Area Chamber of
Commerce building.

materials.

Recently, Lacy, who attended
New York University, has been
spending more time in her stu-
dio and has just opened her sec-
ond solo show at Soapbox Arts,
a gallery in Burlington.

Corrine Yonce, it’s noted in
her bio, “is an artist, fair- and
affordable-housing advocate,
and documentarian” who at-
tended University of Vermont
and the Maryland Institute
College of Arts.

“Yonce often combines vi-
sual art with ic me-

FROM SECTION FRONT

strangers and create a sense of
collaboration, intimacy, and dis-
covery within our shared public
space,” the publicity says.

The very notion of mosaic
itself suggests a collecting of
myriad images, influences, ex-
periences, and materials that
combine to offer an apprecia-
tion of the whole — the fin-
ished work — as well as of its

rts.

“It is our hope that this proj-
ect will help Pliny Park further
its potential as a space for social

onand N

dia, including audio interviews,
household objects, and pho-
tographs,” her bio continues.
“Her story-centered figurative
paintings and installations dig
into the concepts of home and
housing from a community and
personal perspective.”

Yonce is the founder of the
Voices of Home project, a
seven-year partnership with the
Vermont Affordable Housing
Coalition and housing provid-
ers across the state, where she
interviewed residents about
“home” and co-created art in-
stallations and portraits.

She lives and works in
Winooski and teaches tenant
skills and fair-housing work-
shops with the Fair Housing
Project of the Champlain
Valley Office of Economic
Opportunity.

THE DEc. 2 event was the first
step toward turning the vision
of an expansive mosaic mural
into reality this June. The in-
tention is that the finished piece
will tell, according to the press
release, the ‘:po]lec(ive story of

She has organized countless
community art projects across a
wide array of settings and levels
of involvement. Over time, she
has expanded her art practice
to incorporate ceramics, tile,
wood, and other mixed-media

LATCHIS
|
.?il.u‘lﬁ...ﬁ

UNDERGROUND
LOUNGE

Live Music
Online Ordering for
Take Out / Delivery.

Free delivery
in downtown area!

latchispub.com

the
through embedded objects do-
nated by the public.”

Such objects include “tiles,
plates, beads, buttons, small
toys, mirrors, plastic letters, and
other personal trinkets (that will
withstand weather).”

“The memories and personal
nmeanings embedded within
these objects will host a con-
versation among neighbors and

Unity

Heat Pumps

N~
Home Heating ~ Cooling
Magic!

Zero emission
mini split furnaces.
Serving VT, NH, MA
802-365-1009
james@unityheatpumps.com

Primary Care

7ith Compassion &

"

nvenience

New Patients Welcome
On-site Lab, X-ray, CT scanner, & Pharmacy

where people can search the fin-
ished piece and see how each of
their contributions dynamically
interact,” according to the news
release.

“This project is a dream-
come-true situation for the
two of us,” Lacy said at the
event: “[Corrine and I] are close
friends and talk about art all
the time together and the op-
portunity to collaborate in this
way [after having done a com-
munity mosaic for the city of
Burlington] is a really big deal.”

Lacy anp YoncE have different
backgrounds but the overlap,
Yonce explained at the event, is
that they both “think about art
in community.”

She stressed that “we’re re-
ally about working with and
in community [...] we’re still
in the very early stages of the
planning process, but we’re
here to get to know people and
to start to build a relationship.”

“The thing I'm interested in
is our relationship to objects,”
she says. “My other work is
housing advocacy, so I think a
lot about our relationship with
a home space and what happens
when we’re relocating a lot.”

The work of both artists in-
corporates, to varying degrees,
found objects, rescued refuse,
and items with provenance. All
present could see, in slides of
Yonce’s work, found materials
and reclaimed waste, from sig-
nage to shoes, being grouped,
tiled, mixed, and matched.

In turn, discussing one of
her works, Lacy referred to her
“mosaic brain” as she showed
pieces incorporating cracked
plates and ephemera, as well as
more predictable materials in
various murals.

About the Pliny Park wall,
Lacy notes that the public can
participate in multiple ways
— from funding, to curating
objects, to attending smash-
and-sort parties.

“Everyone gets excited about
bringing plates and smashing
them en masse,” Lacy said.

“The smashing is a great ca-
thartic feeling and fun,” she
adds, but the sorting is where
people start talking and get-
ting to know each other. People
will be able to come and see the
space as it’s developing and ap-
preciate what they’ve added.”

The process is organic art.

It is expected — hoped —
that the project will be sup-
ported by Vermont Better
Places, “which is how we
funded the creation of the High
Street Mural,” Mohr explains.

“Better Places is a ‘crowd-
granting’ initiative run by the
Vermont Agency of Commerce
and Community Development
to create inclusive and vibrant
downtown spaces through-
out Vermont,” Mohr added.
“As the project coordinator, I
have to raise 33% of the proj-
ect costs through small dona-
tions using the crowdfunding
platform Patronicity. Once this
goal is reached, these donations
will then be matched 2-to-1 by
the state.”

P X L] To inquire about future mo-
Make GWish r saic mural events, to meet the
to your charity o (Eo9)222 0000 Gr%ﬁﬁycmggage et conct atonepien
L) Call us at 802.251.1000 . ) 9rp- & HOSPITAL org. “And stay tuned for the do-
for more information! > nation campaign launch party
CatleiRins =’ 185 Grafton Rd, Townshend, VT beginning in January,” Mohr
—_— adds.

gracecottage.org ¢ 802-365-4331
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SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MON.-THUR.

BELLOWS FALLS—
Fingerstyle guitarist Hiroya
Tsukamoto will lead a comfort-
able, informal masterclass for
players of all levels of ability and
accomplishment on Sunday, Dec.
17, at 11 a.m., at Stage 33 Live,
33 Bridge St., in advance of his 2
p.m. concert.

Wisdom on scales, thumb
placement, tunings, improvisa-
tion, and more will be presented
“with kindness and patience and
easy laughter by one of the best
fingerstyle players in the world,”
say organizers. Tsukamoto will
demonstrate fingerstyle tech-
niques, including chords and basic
theory, breaking down elements
such as tone and rhythm and ex-
plaining how to apply them to a
practice routine. Questions “will
be warmly received.”

Born and raised in Kyoto,
Japan, Hiroya Tsukamoto re-
ceived a scholarship to Berklee
College of Music and relocated
to the U.S. Since then, he has
been performing internationally,
including at the United Nations,
the Blue Note in New York, and
on Japanese National Television.
He has released seven albums.
In 2022, he won second place
in the Walnut Valley Festival’s
International Fingerstyle Guitar
Championship.

According to concert organiz-
ers, he is a “dizzyingly agile fin-
gerpicker who always chooses

:COLQNIAL

95 Main St, Keene, NH

On a Winter's Night

singer-songwriters ~JAN 26

Let's Sing Taylor
Live band experience Mar 9

Celebrating’Meat Loat
(alebJohnson MAR 28

Matt Fraser
psychic medium  MAY 9

The Weight Band MAY 10

Gift cards available!
603-352-2033 TheColonial.org

SEASON UNDERWRITERS

@ < visory

Wholesale
Tial Theatre is ofif C on

4:15/6:50/9:05
2/6:50/9:05
2&6:50

4:15 & 6:50

THE BOY AND THE
HERON
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MON.-THUR.

4:15/6:40/9
1:45/6:40/9
1:45 & 6:40
4:15 & 6:40

GODZILLA MINUS
ONE
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY
MON.-THUR.

4:15/7/9:15
2:15/719:15
21587
41587

THE HOLDOVERS

FRIDAY  4:15/6:45/9:10
SATURDAY  2:15/6:45/9:10
SUNDAY 1:45 & 6:45
MON.THUR.  415&6:45

ELMA AND THE TOP
SATURDAY & SUNDAY AT 4PM

Grocers

beauty over bombast.” His con-
cert performances are an “eclec-
tic, immersive, and mesmerizing
impressionistic journey filled with
earthy, organic soundscapes rich
in subtle detail.”

Stage 33 Live is a casual and in-
timate industrial-rustic listening
room in a former factory hosting
local, regional, and national per-
formances and presentations of
original material, say promoters.

The cost of the workshop is
$30. Participants should bring
their instrument as well as a
lunch, or those attending can
choose from several local restau-
rants before the concert.

This workshop is strictly lim-
ited to 10 participants. Walk-ups
will only be accepted if there’s
still room. Registration and more
information can be found at
stage33live.com.

..

Hiroya Tsukamoto

Fingerstyle guitarist Hiroya Tsukamoto
offers masterclass, concert at Stage 33

HIROYATSUKAMOTO.COM/EPK/

Green River Carol Sing marks its 60th anniversary

GUILFORD—Guilford wel-
comes the return of a special
holiday tradition, with the 60th
anniversary of the Green River
Carol Sing on Sunday, Dec.
17, at 5 p.m., at Green River
Community Church.

It’s the first time in four
years the Green River Village
Preservation Trust (GRVPT) has
been able to host the community
event after the pandemic forced

multiple years of cancellations.
This community event started
in the early 1960s to raise funds
to restore, rebuild, and main-
tain the 185-year-old Green
River Community Church.
Traditionally scheduled for the
last Sunday before Christmas, the
Carol Sing is a mix of scriptures
and carols, ending with a candle-
light version of “Silent Night.”
Michael Mario will again lead

THE TRADITION RETURNS!
60th Annual
Green River

Carol Sing

December 17th, at 5Spm

Green River Community Church
A blend of carols and scripture, celébrate the season.
For more info, visit www.greenrivervillage.org
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SUNDAY
“11-3PM

OPEN FOR LAST MINUTE SHOPPING
AT GREEN MOUNTAIN ORCHARD FARMSTORE

;ié______________,‘.

£

the service and Ned Phoenix
will play the historic Estey organ
that he repaired this past spring.
Following the service, hot cider
and traditional holiday cookies
and treats will be served in the
vestibule.

Attendance is free, but do-
nations are appreciated for the
GRVPT, which provides the la-
bor and finances to maintain the
church, the Timber Crib dam, the

Green River swimming areas, and
the Green River Meadows con-
servation area.

The GRVPT is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization. It re-
ceives no local, state, or federal
support and is totally reliant upon
volunteer help and individual
donations. For more informa-
tion, call 802-254-4813 or visit
greenrivervillage.org.

Boniff, Taylor bring
holiday concert to BF

BELLOWS FALLS—Karla
Bonoff and Livingston Taylor
come “Home for the Holidays”
with what Ray’s the Roof
Productions calls a “seasonally
spiced concert™ at the Bellows
Falls Opera House on Saturday,
Dec. 16. Ray’s the Roof is part-
nering with Next Stage Arts,
KOOL-FM, and Falcetti Pianos
to bring this show to Bellows
Falls.

“These are quintessential per-
formers,” said Ezra Veitch of
Ray’s the Roof Productions in
a news release. “Both are su-
perb songwriters, and both really
know how to connect with audi-
ences. We are at work on our 2024
schedule, but this is a spectacular
way to finish the 2023 season.”

Bonoff and Taylor have joined
forces for “an unforgettable per-
formance of song and joy,” fea-
turing seasonal classics, including
songs from Bonoff’s critically
acclaimed holiday album, Silent
Night, as well as some of their
best-known songs.

In the late 1970s and 1980s,
Bonoff wrote hits for Bonnie
Raitt, Wynona Judd, Lynn
Anderson, and Linda Ronstadt,
including “Someone To Lay
Down Beside Me.” Taylor has
written songs for and toured
with his brother James and artists
such as Linda Ronstadt and Carly
Simon, and for the last 20 years,
has taught a course on stage per-
formance at Berklee College of
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Film screening: “Away in
the Blue” by Tom Downs,
Maren Morstad and Joe

Acidiacono, 2019

JKS

at 6:30pm

Invitational Art Exhibition at

Art Around Books
in Bellows Falls, VT

Local and national artists and poets
respond to the word: NOCTURNE

With paintings, poetry, etchings, film, artists’ books,
drawings, photogravures, and photographs

Wi inter Solstice Opening Reception
December 21 from 6:00-8:00 pm

Poetry reading and
discussion with the
participants

at 7:00 pm

5 Canal Street, Bellows Falls, VT

BRIGHTON
PRESS (east)

www.brightonpress.net

Questions: 802-869-4948 or 619-200-1326

or email: artaroundbooks@gmail.com

fine press | limited edition | artists’ books
www.artaroundbooks.com

Scan here to visit
our website

[=]:

Music in Boston.

The stage is home for Bonoff
and Livingston, who have always
maintained busy annual touring
schedules. Now they say they are
excited to be “back home in New
England” with a performance
that will be intimate, familiar,
enthralling, and inspired by the
essence of the season.

The Bellows Falls Opera House
is located at 7 The Square. Doors
at 6:30 p.m., showtime is 7:30
p.m. Adult beverages will be
provided by PK’s Irish Pub.
Tickets are available online and
at the door. For further informa-
tion, call 802-387-0102 or visit
BellowsFallsOperaHouse.com.

CSAG seeks
entries for
“Truth Telling’
art show

BELLOWS FALLS—Canal
Street Art Gallery (CSAG),
23 Canal St., presents “Truth
Telling: Finding Reconciliation
Through Art.” Opening Friday,
Jan. 19, and on view through
March 2, the Truth Telling ex-
hibit supports community well-
being and resiliency by providing
a safe and accepting space to use
art as a way to interact with dif-
ficult subject matter.

To include all artists, Truth
Telling is curated through an open
call for entry, and firstly reaches
out to Abenaki, Pennacook, and
Wabanaki Peoples. Upon an-
nouncing the Truth Telling show,
CSAG enacts its Reconciliation
Action Plan (RAP). RAP’s are
created to help steer organiza-
tions’ visions, missions, and ac-
tions with respect to relationships,
advocacy, and opportunity for
Indigenous communities.

Image submissions for CSAG’s
Truth Telling show are due Jan. 9.
Artists may submit one to three
artworks. The exhibition fee is a
sliding scale: $0-$18 for one en-
try, $0-$36 for two entries, and
$0-$54 for three entries. Artwork
delivery is on Tuesday, Jan. 16.
To submit, visit bit.ly/744-csag.

Along with the announcement
of the Truth Telling exhibit, the
gallery shares its land acknowl-
edgment: CSAG is located on
Ndakinna (our home), the tra-
ditional ancestral homeland of
the Abenaki, Pennacook, and
Wabanaki Peoples past and pres-
ent. The gallery, sitting along
the Kwenitekw, or Long River
(Connecticut River), next to the
Kchi Pontekw, or Great Falls
(Bellows Falls), gives gratitude to
the land and waterways and the
alnobak (people) who have stew-
arded Ndakinna throughout the
generations.

Canal Street Art Gallery
is open Tuesday through
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information, go to
canalstreetartgallery.com on-
line, call Mike Noyes by phone
at 802-289-0104, or send emails
to artinfo@canalstreetartgallery.
com.
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Changing
seasons,
changing lives

“Transformation — that’s
what 1t all seems to be about. If
leaves can do 1t year after year,

mullennia after millennia, perhaps
we might give it a try, too’

Putney

UTUMN HAS COME and

gone here in Vermont,

red and yellow leaves

raining into the air,
covering the brown ground
with a carpet of color. Oh, it
was gorgeous! I was sorry to see
the green of summer go, but
the process of change is its own
magical performance.

For me, after so many years
in California with its subtle
shifting of seasons, I love the
Northeast’s slam-bang seasonal
dramas that change colors and
vistas almost overnight, opening
long views where, just days ago,
dark forest filled the spaces. It is
like changing sets between acts
in the theater, shifting the mood
that prepares the audience for
the next scene of the play.

Nature, here on the ground,
seems to do it that quickly —
overnight, in fact — forcing us
to get out the flannel underwear
and cook up hearty soups while
we’re still scratching our mos-
quito bites!

I love this place, although I
feel like an anxious mother fear-
ing for her child, because the
economy here is broken and
folks who cannot quite make
do are reluctantly leaving, But,
I plead with them, it probably
won’t be much better almost
anywhere they go because this
breakdown may be the tem-
plate for our times pretty much
everywhere! Please stay, I tell
them, and work with the com-
munity you know!

So, how do we shift to ways
of surviving together, when
change is not only inevitable,
but is also necessary, given our
lopsided economy and political
absurdities?

THE NEWS FROM our longtime
neighborhood in Berkeley is
that nobody is safe there any-
more. Masked desperados
swarm the streets with guns,
smashing windows and steal-
ing cars and battering old ladies
out walking their dogs on the
sidewalk.

It’s happening right where
Herb and I raised our children,

CAROLYN NORTH,
a Putney resident for a

little over a year, regu-

larly writes on her web-

site (carolynnorthbooks.
com) a brief piece, “like a
prose poem, about the state
of the world through the lens
of her daily life,” she says.
“My purpose has been to
help reassure folks that we
can get through these hard
times if we remember to do 1t
together.”

letting them out to run free and
play Snake in the Grass with the
other kids on the block. That
was then. Now our street has
become a war zone!

In my Pollyanna soul, I have
to see all this as a larger event,
the end of an era, as the old,
dysfunctional order inevita-
bly falls apart — the politics,
the economy, the racism — and
good riddance to it!

But how shall we live, we ask,
and what will we have to give
up in the process? How will we
mimic the grace of maple leaves
curling, letting go of their sup-
porting branches and, as their
colors change, drift like slow-
twirling dancers to the ground?

I WONDER IF learning how to
dance, itself, may be a clue,
practicing how to move beau-
tifully through space to the
sounds of the world. And find-
ing our voices to sing its chang-
ing song,

And telling stories to one an-
other of our lives and our peo-
ples’ histories, moving freely
and dressed gorgeously in every
color of the world as we learn
who we each are and where we
have come from.

And learning, not only from
one another, but from our whole
extraordinary universe through
so much time and space.

And peering through clouds
of knowing even older and
further than that, wonder-
ing who was here before, what
they looked like and where they
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C-SPAN

Harvard University President Claudine Gay testifies before the House Education and Workforce

Committee on Dec. 5.

Hate speech against
Jews 1s OK?

I cannot recall when I have ever felt
such strong personal outrage. How can

I stand 1n solidarity with the Left?

Brattleboro

UESTIONED AT A Congressional

hearing, the president of the

University of Pennsylvania

would not say that calling for the
genocide of Jews violates the universi-
ty’s anti-bullying or harassment code of
conduct.

She said such speech is “context-de-
pendent” and only violates University
rules if it “turns into conduct.” The
presidents of Harvard and MIT gave
similar testimony at the Dec. 5 hearing,

By that logic, couldn’t racist students
burn a cross on campus and advocate
lynching in order to intimidate Black
students, and the University would con-
sider that to be protected speech?

Yeah, but Jews are different. Hate
speech against Jews is OK, isn’t it?

Perhaps these Ivy League universi-
ties should look the other way and ac-
cept demonstrations advocating rape.
Women should understand that advo-
cating that they be raped is not intimi-
dation or harassment. It is free speech,
isn’t it?

STEVEN K-BROOKS,

now retired from active real es-

tate brokerage, writes on his web-
site, Blog88.org. Contact him at
IntoxicatingWriting@gmail.com.
This piece 1s in response to “No more
money for Israel” [Viewpoint, Nov.
29].

A Nov. 3 New York Times opinion piece
by Gabriel Diamond, Talia Dror, and
Jillian Lederman, “What Is Happening
on College Campuses Is Not Free
Speech,” details antisemitic hate speech,
apparently tolerated by administrators.

They wrote that in a recent online
discussion forum, “Jewish students at
Cornell were called ‘excrement on the
face of the earth,’ threatened with rape
and beheading and bombarded with de-
mands like ‘eliminate Jewish living from
Cornell campus.’”

They also reported that “the tar-
geting of Jewish students didn’t stop
at Cornell: Jewish students at Cooper
Union huddled in the library to escape

an angry crowd pounding on the doors;
a protester at a rally near New York
University carried a sign calling for the
world to be kept ‘clean’ of Jews; mes-
sages like ‘glory to our martyrs’ were
projected onto a George Washington
University building.”

According to the Harvard Crimson,
after the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks, the
Harvard Undergraduate Palestine
Solidarity Committee and 33 other stu-
dent groups at the university “drew in-
tense campus and national backlash [...]
for signing onto a statement that they
‘hold the Israeli regime entirely respon-
sible for all unfolding violence’ in the
wake of a deadly invasion of Israel by
the Islamist militant group Hamas.”

“There was no mention of Hamas,”
wrote Diamond, Dror, and Lederman.
“The university issued such a tepid re-
sponse, it almost felt like an invitation.”

On Oct. 15, at Cornell, at a pro-Pal-
estinian rally, Russell Rickford, an as-
sociate professor of history, said he was
“exhilarated” by Hamas’s terrorist at-
tacks; he apologized and is on a leave of
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LETTERS FROM READERS

Not the enemy

E: “Foes of planned hous-
ing project return to
court” [News, Nov. 15]:

Reporters write articles for
publication; however, it is edi-
tors and managing editors
who write the headlines and
subheads.

Calling attention to an addi-
tional filing in Superior Court
to review WWHT’s proposed
housing project, Virginia Ray’s
piece alerts the reader that
words do indeed matter. One
online dictionary defines a foe
as “a person who feels enmity,
hatred, or malice toward an-
other”; they are the “enemy.”

Is that really what is happen-
ing here?

Growing numbers of Putney
residents and beyond feel this is
an ill-conceived, profit-seeking-
only build that bypasses zoning
regulations and environmen-
tal issues which will define the

town of Putney for decades to
come.

No matter how many times
Windham & Windsor Housing
Trust Executive Director
Elizabeth Bridgewater contin-
ues to gaslight the public, it is
everyday Vermonters who will
suffer the consequences.

The only way to correctly as-
sess that these two lots are con-
tiguous would be to dig up and
eliminate Alice Holway Drive
altogether. The two patches
of land are near each other,
but they are divided by a pub-
lic thoroughfare. They are near
each other, but they are not
contiguous.

Are Putney residents who
have a vision of preserving open
green space really the enemy?
It’s so sad that throughout his-
tory anyone who challenges the
status quo on any issue is la-
beled a “villain” or a “nutter”!

Barb Raskin
Putney

So much ‘us’ and
fthem,’ so little
nuance. Where’s
the humanity?

n the public discourse of the

Israeli-Gaza conflict, I am
struck by how few comments I
have heard that represent both-
and thinking — not only in local
news and opinion outlets, but
everywhere.

Is it not possible to hold both
the sorrow for the merciless at-
tacks on Israeli civilians and the
rampant Killing of Palestinians?

Except for those in the most
extreme camps of this bloody
debate, I cannot imagine that
people who speak for one side
or the other are actually “OK”
with the incredible loss of life,
not to mention the terror and
trauma of those who are surviv-
ing. Why is this not acknowl-
edged even when an opinion on
a particular side is expressed?

At the center of this are

human beings who laugh, cry,
love, play, learn, work, and try
to live, just as we all do. Not a
faceless mass of “them” but ac-
tual individual people.

To me, this seems absent
in public dialogue. There is
so much sweeping “us” and
“them” with little to no nuance.
Is it any wonder that violence
(physical and verbal) toward
Jews and Muslims is escalating?

On the local level, I have
heard numerous stories of
members of our commu-
nity who are Jewish not be-
ing treated as such, but in ways
that are harmful and that seem
to dehumanize them, as name-
less “others” in the us-vs-them
dichotomy.

And, though it was not lo-
cal to Brattleboro, there was
the cold-blooded shooting
of three Palestinian students
in Burlington. There may be
more local incidents of “other-
ing” our community members

who are Muslim that I have not
heard about.

Why? Why in a community
that prides itself on inclusion
are we falling to this level?

Why are we not holding it all
— the pain, fear, anger, and all
the hard emotions — in such
a way that we continue to see
each member of our commu-
nity as the human being that
they are?

A friend recently mentioned,
“Act from your values and not
your beliefs,” and I am going to
repeat this multiple times ev-
ery day. I am going to commit
to not thinking and talking from
the hill of my opinions and try
to meet others in the valleys
where we can meet one another,
human-to-human.

I know I will often fail in do-
ing so, but I will keep trying.

For me, striving for justice
and freedom is not mutually ex-
clusive to maintaining this com-
mitment. I think it is the only

way we can truly do so.
Jennifer Jacobs
Brattleboro

A better
alternative

to affordable
housing in Putney

E: “In Putney, a housing
crisis flies under the radar”
[News, Nov. 29]:

The affordable housing ar-
ticle presents developers, past
Selectboard members, and other
town employees as progressive
and compassionately concerned
about the homeless and low-in-
come residents, and those of us
questioning the project as trou-
blemakers who look down on
the poor and needy.

But it’s a farce to call an $11.7
million project affordable and
progressive! That construction
fee breaks down to $468,000
per apartment, which is
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The pleasant energy of a quiet country neighborhood and a sense of serenity from a tucked away deck that overlooks
terraces filled with mature shrubbery and the woods beyond. The first floor features a light filled kitchen/dining with
a brick fireplace (propane insert), and sliders to a very private deck. A large living room, a sitting room/den and a half
bath. Upstairs a spacious primary bedroom with ensuite 3/4 bath. There are two other good sized bedrooms and a full
bath off the center hall. At the back of the house, a two story flex space offers so many possibilities! The first floor has
a small kitchen and sliders to the deck. A spiral staircase takes you up to a light filled aerie with treetop views. There
is a full bathroom and a closet. The finished lower level offers a separate game/playroom, laundry area, a cedar closet,
and a utility room. There is a separate craft/workshop space that walks out to a patio with views to the lower lawn.
158 acres; front and side yard with garden/play space, a fenced in dog area; back yard is terraced down to a lower
lawn with a garden/storage shed. 2 car garage with a smaller third bay for garden/snow equipment. The driveway is
paved. 3 miles from downtown Brattleboro.. Golf course close by.

EXCLUSIVE: $499,000

LLVILLE
REALTY

Ask for Susan

802-257-7979 x2
255 Western Ave, Brattleboro, VT

www.bellvillerealty.com
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outrageous. Not only that, but
residents at the three already-
existing Windham & Windsor
Housing Trust developments
in town report shoddy work-
manship, cheap materials, and
unanswered complaints regard-
ing ceilings falling down, laun-
dry machines out of order, and
other rental concerns.
The state has a much bet-
ter alternative: Instead of pay-
ing corporations to come in and
lump at-risk tenants all together
next to an interstate exit in a
town with no cheap food and
little mass transit, grants are
now available for homeowners
willing to construct housing lit-
erally in their backyard.
That’s what I call affordable!
Mark Borax
Putney

In Gaza, echoes of
the Warsaw Ghetto

E: “All for impure, brutal,
savage, horrific, racist ven-
geance” [Viewpoint, Dec. 6]:

Thank you, Commons and
Richard Evers, for publishing
this honest piece on the war on
Gaza.

Too often throughout this
sickening attack on Gazans, the
majority of whom are children,
the reporting has been strongly

ads@commonsnews.org ® 888-511-5150

HELP
WANTED

biased from the Israeli military
point of view without question-
ing the veracity. The same does
not hold true when Palestinians
are interviewed; their com-
ments are often qualified as in
need of verification.

During World War II, close
t0 500,000 Jews were crowded
into the Warsaw Ghetto, some
of whom could very well be my
relatives. No food, medicine, or
any goods entered that ghetto
without passing through Nazi
checkpoints.

Multiply that number to 2.3
million, and call it Gaza.

Now the bombs are raining
down on them with nowhere to
run and nowhere to hide.

This is not Israel defend-
ing itself — this is genocide.
Palestinian lives matter, too.

Ann Buckingham
Putney

Cognitive
dissonance

was struck by the cognitive

dissonance in two side-by-
side articles in the Dec. 6 Voices
section.

Richard Evers writes of the
“savage, horrific, racist ven-
geance” of Israel dropping
U.S.-made-2,000-pound bombs
on a hospital and other targets

ALLARD
LUMBER CO.

SEEKING TO HIRE A

TRACTOR TRAILER
TRUCK DRIVER.

Pay commensurate with
experience. 1 year of tractor
truck driving preferred.
Full-time. Life, Health,
Dental and Vision insur-
ance, 401K w/ Co. match
and paid time off.

Call Jeannette at
802-254-3349 for more
details, or to schedule
an interview.

Windham Solid Waste
Management District Is Hiring!
WSWMD is seeking to fill the position of
Programs Manager, who designs, implements,
& manages programs for solid & hazardous waste
management & education for the Windham Solid

Waste Management District & its member towns.
This is a full-time position with competitive pay &
100% benefits after 90 days.

The job description & application are available at
www.windhamsolidwaste.org or via email
to admin@windhamsolidwaste.org.
WSWMD is an equal-opportunity employer.

t ersosimo

Lumber Company

Do you value your weekends off?
Half day on Friday?
Join our team in Brattleboro!

Actively looking to fill:

Production — Lumber handlers & Machine operators
Maintenance - facility & sawmill
Mechanics - equipment
Competitive benefits package including health, dental, 401k.
Applications available at:

1103 Vernon Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301

802-254-4508 * www.cersosimolumber.com
Or email resume to: employment@cersosimo.com

¥Garden Path
% Elder Living

NEED A CHANGE?

Get your career in healthcare started with us!

We are a Level III Residential Care facility with a
home-like atmosphere and great benefits.
We currently have openings on evening and night shifts.

Join our team and begin your career in nursing today!
We provide a sign-on bonus and paid training in a
supportive, caring environment.

To learn if we are the right place for you,
please visit our website at
www.gardenpathelderliving.org.

t ersosimo

Lumber Company

Full Time Class A CDL Driver

Monday through Friday.
Minimum of 3 years experience in a similar field preferred.
Log loader experience preferred but not required.
Must be 21 and have a clean MVR.

Competitive benefits package includes:
Health Insurance, Dental Insurance, Life Insurance,
Short Term Disability, 401 (k)

Please forward resume and cover letter to:
Cersosimo Lumber Company, Inc.

1103 Vernon Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301
employment@cersosimo.com

FROM SECTION FRONT

in Gaza. Elayne Clift tries to
convince us that the 2024 elec-
tion is about only one issue:
whether the U.S. will survive
as a democracy. She praises
President Joe Biden’s com-
mitment to democracy and his
achievements domestically and
internationally.

Whatever happened to
Martin Luther King Jr.’s admo-
nition that the bombs falling on
Vietnam — a concept we can
now apply to Gaza — are ex-
ploding in American cities?

It is ironic that Burlington
saw such an “explosion”
with the shooting of three
Palestinian youth in a state with
a reputation for its compas-
sion. My takeaway from King is
that domestic and foreign pol-
icy issues are inescapably in-
tertwined, that, as he wrote,
“injustice anywhere is a threat
to justice everywhere.”

How deep can Joe Biden’s
commitment to democracy be
when he looks to fund an ex-
tremist, far-right regime in
Israel? The $100 billion in tax-
payer dollars proposed for
Israel, Ukraine, and the Pacific
could go a long way toward ad-
dressing our multiple U.S. crises
in health care, education, hous-
ing, and poverty.

Comparing the presidential
terms of Joe Biden and Donald
Trump, you could reasonably
argue that Trump is the peace
candidate. I won’t. He is, as
Clift points out, a psychopath.

But what does it say about
Biden that he is facing a lawsuit
filed by the prestigious Center
for Constitutional Rights, for
“complicity in genocide”?

CCR is the group that success-
fully brought cases against the
U.S. government for violating
the rights of U.S. detainees at
Guantanamo Bay.

I will give the final word to
the great American journalist
L.E Stone, who is best known
for exposing the fallacies of the
Vietnam War, long before the
Pentagon Papers ever saw the
light of day.

In 1967, Stone wrote that
Israel was creating a kind of
“moral schizophrenia in world
Jewry.” He pointed out that in
the outside world the welfare of
the Jewish people depends on
maintaining pluralistic, secu-
lar, nonracial societies. But in
Israel, he said, the ideal is “rac-
ist and exclusionist.”

Now today, this moral schizo-
phrenia extends well beyond
Israel and Jews. It permeates
most of the political establish-
ment in Washington, D.C.

Thomas Kim Hill
Putney

One-sided
interpretation
was intellectually
dishonest

E: “No more money for
Israel” [Viewpoint, Now.
29]:

Dan DeWalt, there’s some-
thing wrong with your analysis.

I would suggest you read
more history, specifically 1930s
German. Maybe Isaac Babel.
How about The Protocols of
the Elders of Zion? The Turner
Diaries?

When an organization such
as Hamas says its goal is to kill
Jews, builds a war machine to
do it, then does it — pillages
and rapes like the Cossacks —
how is that not a genocidal act?

Where is your sympathy for
those victims?

How is that different from
the Nazis?

When does “public opin-
ion among the vast majority of
Arabs for the Palestinian cause”
get translated into other Arab
countries actually helping those
innocent Palestinian children
and those who hate Hamas but
have to keep their mouths shut
or get thrown off a building,
as Hamas did to the Palestine
Liberation Organization when
they took over Gaza?

No question the response to
Oct. 7 is brutal.

What’s your plan?

And why does your other col-
laborator remain anonymous?
The Commons shouldn’t be pub-
lishing anonymous articles,
even if the other half identifies
himself.

I’m disappointed in this one-
sided interpretation and feel it’s
intellectually dishonest.

Jack Peters
Saxtons River

How do we
encourage
increase
attendance at
Rockingham’s
Annual Town
Meeting?

own Meeting is a Vermont

tradition that allows ordi-
nary citizens to meet annually
with their neighbors to cre-
ate local legislation and oversee
their town’s affairs. It is democ-
racy in action at its most basic
level.

B Seasons

lived, what they worked at and
what they knew.

Could we learn how to lis-
ten to them, laugh with them,
recognize them?

ACTUALLY, THIS HAS been hap-
pening in Indigenous cultures
since time immemorial, and
now it is happening right here
in our cities and theaters, in
the imaginations of our young
artists and ingenious scientists
and onstage.

They are here, our young
heroes and heroines, hidden
in plain sight — just look for
them on your gizmos! They
are small enough to fit into the
palms of our hands, and big
enough to change the world!

That is where I first discov-
ered Lin-Manuel Miranda,

a young person of Puerto
Rican descent living in upper
Manhattan, whose brilliant
mind and fertile heart have
created, produced, and starred
in musicals that have taken our
country by storm.

With beatbox hip-hop
music, fabulous choreogra-
phy, and drama, Miranda has
shifted the common proto-
type of what a musical is, but
more importantly, who we
are. He shows us in all our
colorful differences, as hu-
mans of all races, evolving
from the assumed prototype
of white-skinned Europeans
(the colonizers) to a mélange

of beauty and brilliance from
everywhere on the planet (the
people)!

Singing loud and danc-
ing fast to a hip-hop beat that
brims with fast-track life, the
actors in these productions
portray us as vivid and pas-
sionate and alive with a street-
smart clarity that makes us
recognize ourselves as quite
beautiful.

I'am gobsmacked! I believe
this young Lin-Manuel from
Uptown Manhattan, and his
fabulous casts of multital-
ented, multiethnic actors who
make a point of inviting whole
grades of schoolkids to their
shows at $10 a ticket (unlike
the coveted tickets for grown-
ups at $100 a pop).

This alone may be a world-
changer of a whole new stripe,
and it may well be changing
our societies more effectively
— for the better — than any
political party has ever even
dreamed of!

Give ’em a big hand, folks!
They’ve got chutzpah! Who
else might dream up almost
two hours of fabulous hip-
hop to tell the story of the
founding fathers of the U.S.
Constitution? Really!

It’s a whole new take on
who we are, rapping to a mod-
ern beat, and a whole new way
of presenting art to an audi-
ence of, ideally, everyone. And
teaching that to the children.

FROM SECTION FRONT

And, perhaps, also to the rest
of us who long to not be so
afraid, who wish enough peace
and quiet — and time — to
just do what we most love to
do.

To rNow THAT this lifetime

is our season, and before we
know it, it will be over, so

it’s now or...not yet? And to
know that that’s OK, as long
as we deeply live our lives in
the world while we are here
on earth and get started doing
what we most love doing,

I watched the leaves, so
green previously, drift dance-
like in the air, already bur-
nished into orange and yellow,
landing softly on still-green
grass and settling in as they
soften with morning dew and
evening mists. Their season
was almost over, but their new
life had just begun to touch
the waiting ground, where the
mystery of transformation
will take over.

Transformation — that’s
what it all seems to be about.

If leaves can do it year after
year, millennia after millen-
nia, perhaps we might give it a
try, too. I mean, we’re pretty
smart, aren’t we? And our
young ones are out there do-
ing amazing things, so what’s
keeping the rest of us?

It’s scary?

Yup, you bet it’s scary.

But so what?

Rockingham residents may
recall that voters at last year’s
Annual Town Meeting dis-
cussed whether to continue the
tradition of an annual in-person
Town Meeting or to switch to
voting all articles by Australian
ballot.

Although the decision was
made to continue holding in-
person Town Meetings, there
were good arguments on both
sides. One idea that all seemed
to support was that if we are
to continue the Town Meeting
tradition, we should do all we
can to encourage increased
attendance.

To this end, the Rockingham
Selectboard is in the process of
surveying voters to learn what
changes would make it easier
for people to attend. I encour-
age all voters in town to respond
thoughtfully to the survey.

Furthermore, I am conven-
ing a working group of inter-
ested citizens to support the
Selectboard by researching and
developing additional ideas
for making our Town Meeting
more accessible, relevant, and
inviting.

My hope is that we will come
up with a number of ideas that
could be implemented in time
for our next Town Meeting in
March 2024.

If you’d like to join this
working group, or if you have
suggestions, please contact me
directly at steve.crofter@gmail.
com or 802-275-4646.

Here’s to democracy!

Steve Crofter
Bellows Falls

U.S. remains
complicit in
perpetuation
of Yemen, the
world’s worst
humanitarian
crisis
As Bernie Sanders sup-
ported the call for a report
on Saudi’s war crimes against
Yemen, now is the time for
the senator to call for the same
for Israel’s war crimes against
Palestine.

In April, Bernie once again
worked for relief for Yemen
(congress.gov/bill/118th-
congress/senate-resolution/109/
cosponsors?s=1&r=7), as Co-
sponsor of a resolution under
section 502B(c) of the Foreign
Assistance Act, which requires
a State Department report on

human rights. He’s now spoken
of forcing a vote on condition-
ing aid to Israel, best done via
a502B.

Amid escalating events in
Gaza and Israel, other suffering
around the world has slipped
from the headlines, including
Yemen. For example, while U.S.
backing for Israel funds an ex-
traordinary “pace of death,”
says The New York Times, the
devastating U.S.-backed Saudi
blockade on Yemen continues.

Two aspects link my thoughts
on current strife in these coun-
tries: the horrific circumstances
of children, and the exacerbat-
ing U.S. monetary and military
support.

Israeli children suffer; more
than a million children are
besieged in Gaza by U.S.-
supported Israel. Three-fourths
of Yemen’s people, including
11 million children, still re-
quire humanitarian aid; 20%
of those children are “acutely
malnourished.”

That is the equivalent of 110
million of our children need-
ing aid, were they American,
including 2.2 million acutely
malnourished little ones, amid
regular outbreaks of prevent-
able disease.

This year, two human rights
groups documented “grave hu-
man rights violations™ against
Yemeni children in just the first
nine months of 2023.

Since we recently marked
International Children’s Day
on Nov. 20, it is disheartening
to note the absence of interna-
tional accountability for viola-
tions against Yemen’s children.
Yemen remains the world’s
worst humanitarian crisis,
with the U.S. complicit in its
perpetuation.

As Human Rights Watch
reports, multiple accounts by
NGOs and the U.S. government
show unabated “widespread ci-
vilian harm resulting from the
Saudi-led campaign in Yemen.”

For more than eight years,
U.S. dollars supported the Saudi
war on Yemen. We still enable
the Saudi blockade, which has
been central to the humanitar-
ian crisis since the beginning,
Though the blockade has spo-
radically eased a bit, supplies
and infrastructure needs remain
woefully inadequate. There’s
no mechanism to ensure active
fighting doesn’t recur.

Meanwhile, according to U.S.
standards, Israel has committed

war crimes in Gaza. It is crucial
that we enforce our own laws
and cease funding actions that
violate them. A vote on condi-
tional aid using a 502B resolu-
tion — the same mechanism
employed for Saudi Arabia in
April — will achieve this.

Our values should not toler-
ate illegal actions in our coun-
try, particularly human rights
violations, and we must apply
the same scrutiny to countries
we fund.

Thankfully, our Sen. Sanders
has repeatedly called for the
U.S. to stop military and tech-
nical support of the Saudis in
Yemen. Our now-Sen. Peter
Welch has done the same. Along
with Rep. Becca Balint, they
currently speak up for relief for
Gaza, too, as advocates for jus-
tice and human rights.

It’s beyond time to end U.S.
military patronage for the
Saudis in Yemen and for the
Israelis in Palestine.

MaryDiane Baker
Brattleboro

What saving
democracy
looks like

E: “We must be prepared
to save our democracy”
[Column, Dec. 6]:

As soon as I saw Elayne
Clift’s column, I knew I had to
respond.

It is certainly going to be true
that from now until the 2024
election that we will be inun-
dated with such messages. After
all, the only thing Democrats
have to sell is fear. To an extent,
the same is true of Republicans
as well.

It is funny to see Ms. Clift
raise the alarm about saving de-
mocracy when right in front of
our eyes we see democrats tak-
ing democracy away. Delegates
won in New Hampshire’s first-
in-the-nation primary will not
be recognized at the national
convention just because the
state is defying the Democratic
National Committee by daring
to go first.

We just learned that Florida
Democrats are cancelling their
primary altogether so that
Biden can collect the entirety of
that state’s delegates. The same
thing has happened in a couple
of other states. It seems like de-
pending on Democrats to pro-
tect democracy can be likened

B STORY CONTINUES ON FACING PAGE

B Hate speech

absence.

In an article, a Columbia
professor, Joseph Massad,
wrote that “the sight of the
Palestinian resistance fight-
ers storming Israeli check-
points separating Gaza from
Israel was astounding, not only
to the Israelis but especially to
the Palestinian and Arab peo-
ples who came out across the
region to march in support of
the Palestinians in their battle
against their cruel colonizers.”

And 100 Columbia and
Barnard professors signed a let-
ter in which they “[felt] com-
pelled to respond to those who
label our students anti-Se-
mitic if they express empa-
thy for the lives and dignity of
Palestinians.” That sounds rea-
sonable, except that the letter
also legitimized the atrocities on
Oct. 7 as a “military response
by a people who had endured

crushing and unrelenting state
violence from an occupying
power over many years.”

“To the best of our knowl-
edge, none of these professors
have received meaningful dis-
cipline, much less dismissal,”
Diamond, Dror, and Lederman
wrote. “Another green light.”

The Times piece makes a dis-
tinction between free speech,
debate, diversity of opinion;
and intimidation: “Mob harass-
ment must not be confused with
free speech.”

I HAVE READ opinion by Dan
DeWalt in The Commons and
other publications in which he
focuses exclusively on Israel’s
war crimes but is silent about
Hamas’s unspeakable atrocities
against Jewish women on Oct.
7. He trivializes what happened
on that day. (Ho-hum, just rou-
tine retaliation, DeWalt seems

FROM SECTION FRONT

to say.)

I cannot recall when I have
ever felt such strong personal
outrage. How can I stand in
solidarity with the Left, when
as a whole (including some of
our friends and neighbors in
Brattleboro) they show them-
selves to be weasels and jackals?

In total contrast to the Dan
DeWalts of the world, at a Dec.
6 press conference, President
Biden’s press secretary, Karine
Jean-Pierre, unequivocally de-
nounced the Hamas atroci-
ties, antisemitism, and calls for
genocide.

“That is unacceptable, it’s
vile, and it’s counter to every-
thing this country stands for,”
she said. “I can’t believe I even
have to say that. I can’t be-
lieve I even have to say that. I
shouldn’t have to.”
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Looking forward
to seeing Dunklee
around (and
sneaking up in
the pancake line)
E: ““Talented, hum-
ble, and irreplaceable
[News, Nov. 22]:
Now that I’'m no longer a
regular reporter at this news-

39

interviewing Lester Dunklee.

Oh, but I sure was intimi-
dated. (Not that that stopped
me, of course.)

I moved to Brattleboro in
1994. About a year later, I got
ajob slinging coffee at Mocha
Joe’s.

One afternoon, I was work-

little piece of one of the shop’s

coffee machines needed repair,
and she was headed around the
corner to see Lester.

“See who?” asked little
21-year-old me.

“Lester Dunklee,” said
Ellen. “He owns that ma-
chine shop over on Flat Street.
Without Lester, this town
would fall apart.”

As I stuck around town and

bigger in my mind.

“Gotta go see Lester,” was
the common refrain, along
with, “He can fix anything.”

Fast-forward a few decades,
and little 21-year-old me had
grown up (well, more or less...)
into a reporter in search of in-
teresting stories. One that was

he was still holding the town

together.

All those tales about this
mysterious and magical per-
son named “Lester Dunklee”
bounced around in my head as
I prepared to make my initial
contact with him.

I called, he answered the
phone — like a regular person!
— and I asked if I could come
see his shop and interview him

ply, Lester softly — shyly? —
chuckled and said, “Well, sure,
I guess that would be all right.”
On the appointed day, in I
went, and gawked like a yokel
at the wondrous mechanical
things sitting on the floor and
flying overhead, while Lester
told me the story of his fam-

joys and challenges of running

a machine shop.

All the while, guests came
and went and called on the
phone. This one needed a little
part for his push-mower. That
one was delivering tall canisters
of oxygen or some such thing.
Another was looking for an
odd little bolt. Yet another was
a down-on-his-luck downtown
wanderer who stopped in for

I had so much fun, hanging
out in the shop, looking around
at his collection of toy frogs
and metal things, waiting for
Lester to help someone before
I resumed my interrogations.
And I got paid to do this!

Since then, every year —
including this one — when

fast, Lester always did this

tricky, magical thing.

I’d be there, at the end of
the service line, with a plate of
pancakes in my hand, looking
around for Lester and not see-
ing him anywhere.

Every single time, as I was
about to ask someone, “Is
Lester here?,” I’d hear a quiet,
familiar voice to my right:
“Hello. Are you still writing

papet, it’s probably OK for me  got to know more people who  about what he does. some fellowship. for the newspaper?”
to admit this in public: One of  make and build things, Lester’s Instead of offering some Lester met them all with pa- How did he sneak up on me
my favorite assignments was reputation grew bigger and smug, self-important re- tience and assistance. like that?

Congratulations to Lester
Dunklee on his retirement. It’s
well-deserved. I look forward
to seeing him around town and
having him sneak up on me in
the pancake line.

But, oh, Brattleboro, 'm
worried about you and your
machines!

;’ Uncertainty,
conoerns linger

BRATTLEBORO'S
Mistor Fise-I¢

A Lame Dkl wachin
[

Wendy M. Levy’s cover
story about Lester Dunklee

ing with former owner Ellen sent my way was a request to ily’s shop, his childhood spent I would attend the West Sincerely, eare d in the Sept. 28,
Tucker-Capy, and she said she ~ do a feature on Lester and his ~ there, how he fared during Dummerston Volunteer Fire Wendy M. Levy 8 6 issue. To read iIt) Vlslt
had to run an errand. Some machine shop, because, yes, Tropical Storm Irene, and the =~ Department’s pancake break- Bellows Falls bit.ly/376-lester.
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THURSDAY

Performing arts

PUTNEY Vermont Suitcase
Company Presents: (Good)
King Wenceslas: Join our
merry band of actors and
puppets as we tell the yet
untold story of a king whose
reputation for good deeds
leads to unexpected havoc.
Comedy ensues! Fun for
every age!

> 7p.m.

» $10 adults, $8 seniors,

$1 kids. Advance ticketing
closes two hours before
showtime.

> Next Stage Arts Project,
15 Kimball Hill. Information:
802-387-0102; nextstagearts.
org.

Community
building

Guilford Gazette Meets
(via Zoom): New members
invited. We'll be developing
the February edition.

> 9a.m.

> Free.

» Zoom. Information:
Request the meeting link
at cathi@guilfordfreelibraryvt.
org. Call 802-257-4603 for
information.

Community
meals

WILLIAMSVILLE Break-
fast at Williamsville Hall:
Enjoy homemade pancakes,
pastries, tea, coffee, orange
juice.

> 8-10:30 a.m. monthly.
Hall is ADA compliant.

» Breakfast is complimen-
tary (donations for the Hall
are appreciated) and open to
everyone.

» Williamsville Hall, Dover
Rd. Information: for more
information: williamsvillehall@
gmail.com or visit williams-
villehall.org.

NEWFANE Newfane Senior
Lunch: Appetizer: Cheese
Puffs, Green Salad, Shep-
herd's Pie, Bread, and Tapi-
oca Pudding for dessert! This
delicious meal is sponsored
by Senior Solutions and
prepared and served by hard
working volunteers from the
church and community.

» 12 noon.

> Suggested donation for
this meal: $3.50.

> Newfane Congrega-
tional Church, 11 Church St.
Information: Questions? Call
Winnie Dolan at 365-7870.

Ideas and
education

BRATTLEBORO Members

& Friend Salon: Year-End
Reflections on Gaza Crisis

- Conversational gathering
of intellectuals/artists/poli-
ticians: Rev. Nicholas Porter
is Founder/Exec. Dir. of Jeru-
salem Peacebuilders (www.
jerusalempeacebuilders.
org), a non-profit, interfaith
ministry that partners with
Jewish, Christian and Muslim
educators to provide Middle
Eastern adults/youth with
skills, relationships, and con-
fidence needed to be effec-
tive leaders/change agents.
Hallmark of his global
ministry has been promo-
tion of education/healthcare
essential to human progress/
interfaith understanding.

> 6 p.m. Session guided by
Chatham House Rules to
promote thoughtful civilized
dialogue, free exchange of
ideas around this highly
charged topic without at-
tribution. Basically, all agree
that what is said in Salon
stays in Salon. We'll also
share a short period of silent
meditation to together focus
intention to work toward
positive change, a fitting
close to a deeply troubling
year. Refreshments served.

> Free.

> One Eighteen Elliot, 118
Elliot St. Information: RSVP:
windhamworldaffairscouncil@
gmail.com. Let us know how
many friends you will bring.

PUTNEY Film: "The Biggest
Little Farm": This film is es-
pecially of interest for farmer
market-type vendors. A brief
talk beforehand to share a
new economic engine (Ewe-
Grow) for the private sector.
> 6:30 p.m.

> Free.

arts & community CALENDAR

THURSDAY conr.

» Putney Public Library,
55 Main St. Information:
802-387-4407; putneylibrary.
org/events.

FRIDAY

Kids and
families

BRATTLEBORO Bonnyvale
Environmental Education
Center: Little Explorers

- Nature Playgroup for
Children ages 3-5 and their
Caregivers: Enjoy a morning
of nature play and explora-
tion with BEEC's Naturalist
Educator Kristina Weeks and
her 3-year-old child.

» 10-11:30 a.m. Same pro-
gram is also offered 12/22.

> Free.

» Bonnyvale Environmen-
tal Education Center, 1221
Bonnyvale Rd. Information:
802-257-5785; beec.org.

Visual arts
and shows

BELLOWS FALLS MC Noyes:
Ink Wash Paintings [ Judi
Forman: One-of-a-Kind
Metal Jewelry: MC Noyes
"Water Way" solo show
premiers the artist's newest
series of ink wash paint-

ings and Judi Forman solo
spotlight, shows the artist's
newest work creating one-of-
a-kind jewelry.

> 12/15, 5-7 p.m.: Join Canal
Street Art Gallery on 3rd
Friday Gallery Night to cel-
ebrate and meet the artists.
Family friendly. Wheelchair
access: Call 802-289-0104
upon arrival.

» Through Saturday, Febru-
ary 10, 2024.

> Free.

> Canal Street Art Gallery,
23 Canal St. Information:
Gallery Regular hours: Tues-
day to Saturday 10-5.

SATURDAY

Kids and
families

SOUTH NEWFANE Calling
all people with an affinity
for Elf culture! Elf Movie
Night & "White Elephant"
Gift Exchange: "We bring
this holiday classic to you

by request and add a twist:
At intermission we'll host

a "white elephant" gift
exchange - something you'd
be happy to take home - pref-
erably made a local artist/
artisan. Or consider purchas-
ing from one of our family-
owned local businesses such
as: The Newfane Store, Dut-
ton's, Fayetteville Antiques,
WW Building Supply, allin
Newfane; Lawrence's Smoke
Shop in Townshend; or Dover
the Moon in East Dover."

> 8p.m. Participants are
asked to bring wrapped gift
under $20 for the exchange.
Onsies/PJ's strongly encour-
aged and folks wearing them
will qualify for a drawing.
Bring your own bean bag,
blankets, comfy camp chairs,
adult beverages. Cleverly
Home Services is sponsoring
this event.

> Free and open to every-
one. Donations accepted.

> South Newfane School-
house, 387 Dover Rd.
Information: RSVP and

more information: tinyurl,
com/2p85b6uw.

BRATTLEBORO Latchis

Arts presents two holi-

day screenings of the

film "Elma and the Top":
Original musical by Newfane
composer, filmmaker, writer,
Robert Fritz. Songs by Fritz
and Denis Smith, "Elma and
the Top" tells the story of the
smallest elf in the North Pole
who tries to be of use but just
can't find where and how she
fitsin. Also the story of The
Top, who finds out there's
more in life than it thought.
The stories show no matter
what the past has been, we
can start again, always given
a new chance to reach our
most important dreams.

SATURDAY conr.

> 4p.m. both days. Pro-
ceeds are shared with New
England Youth Theatre and
Brattleboro Music Center.

» Through Sunday, Decem-
ber 17.

» Admission is by sug-
gested donation of $10 - no
one turned away for lack of
funds.

Information: latchis.com.

Well-being

boro Zen Center In-Person
Meditation: This group

silence for a half hour. All are

action, either in-person or
from wherever they might
be.

» 1p.m.-1:35p.m. on Sat-
urdays.

> Free.

» Wells Fountain, south side
Windham County District
Courthouse, Jct. Putney Rd.
& Main St. (Rte 30).

Community
building
BRATTLEBORO Brattle-
boro Flea Holiday Pop-Up
Market: Behold the magic!
Market will feature 16 local
makers selling their original
art, crafts, gifts and pro-

one on your list! Products
for sale include ceramics,
jewelry, cards and prints,
knits and apparel, candles,
medicinal products, beauty
products, ornaments, home
decor, freshly brewed (and
retail) coffee and much
more! All handmade by
small, independent makers
local to the Brattleboro area.
» 11a.m.-5p.m. in the
Atrium.

» Brooks House, 41 Har-

Information: Find out more
at brattleboroflea.com and fol-
low us at @brattleboroflea
on Instagram and Facebook
for updates.

Celebrations
and festivals

WEST TOWNSHEND Farm-
To-Table Holiday Supper
with Chef Neal Myers plus
Live Music: Menu: Ham,
green beans, and scalloped
potatoes. We'll also have live
music.

> 5-7p.m.

» Meal is donation-based,
with suggested price of $18,
but we'll accept any offer
from those who can't afford
it.

> WWest Townshend Country

mation: 802-874-4800; info@
westtownshend.org.
WEST DUMMERSTON Gin-

Party at the Dummerston
Community Center: "Join
your friends/neighbors for

a fun afternoon of listening
to holiday music, eating
yummy snacks, decorating
gingerbread houses. You will
receive a full sized preas-
sembled gingerbread house
and a lot of different edible
items to decorate with."

> 2-4p.m.

> $20 per house.

» Dummerston Commu-
nity Center, 166 West St.
Information: RSVP by calling
or texting 802-380-1424 so
we can make sure there are
enough houses.

BELLOWS FALLS 'Santa's
Belles' Holiday Drag Show
(Ages 18 and up): Unique
show celebrating and show-
cases talents of entertainers
and athletes! Enjoy perfor-
mances by VT's premiere
drag queens and celebrate

medal winners, Roger Bar-
raby (track) of Windsor and
Carl Anhalt (water polo) of
Bellows Falls. Performers for
'Santas Belles': Anita Cock-
tail, Emoji Nightmare, Rita
Cocktail, Katniss Everqueer,
Moxxi Hart and Jack Rose,
and Prince Muffin. Music by
Mama Dukes.

» 8p.m. Doors open. 9
p.m. Show. Cash bar (ATM

» Latchis (Films), 50 Main St.

BRATTLEBORO The Brattle-

chants briefly and then sits in

welcome to join this peaceful

visions - something for every-

mony Pl. (Main and High St.).

Store and Cafe, Rte. 30. Infor-

gerbread House Decorating

Performing arts

local Gay Games Guadalajara

SUNDAY o1,

on premises). Food can be
brought in or delivered.
Bellows Falls Pride is an
initiative of the Rockingham
Arts and Museum Project,
founded in 1997.

> $20.

> Moose Lodge Family
Center, 59 Westminster St.
Information: Wheelchair
accessibility, food available
for purchase, other ques-
tions - call Moose Lodge at
802-463-4054.

Music

GUILFORD 60th Anniversa-
ry of the Green River Carol
Sing: Carols and Scripture:
This community event
started in the early 1960's to
raise funds to restore, rebuild
and maintain the 185-year-
old Green River Community
Church. Traditionally sched-
uled for the last Sunday
before Christmas, the Carol
Sing is a mix of familiar carols
and scripture, ending with a
candlelight version of Silent
Night. Michael Mario once
again leads the service, play-
ing the historic Estey organ
he repaired. All are welcome.
» 5p.m. Local children
serve as ushers and ring
church bell. Following the
service, hot cider/traditional
holiday treats will be served
in vestibule. Carol Sing is
sponsored by Green River
Village Preservation Trust,

a non-profit dedicated to
preservation and sharing the
historical, physical, commu-
nity resources of Green River
Village.

» Donations welcome.

» Green River Church, 147
Green River Road (in Green
River Village). Information:
greenrivervillage.org.

Well-being

W. BRATTLEBORO All Souls
Church Hybrid Worship
Service - "The Soul of the
Dark Night" (In-Person/
Zoom): Winter Soulstice Ser-
vice honoring the fulfilment
of the Dark through musings,
music and movement. Ser-
vice Leader: Daniel Kasnitz.
The Soulstice Sisters: Karen
Tyler, Elizabeth Lewis, Eden
Gorst. Greeter: Lois Reynolds.
» 10 a.m. Note: Variety of
pre-service activities: Choir
rehearsal begins at 8:45 a.m.
At 9 a.m. these activities take
place: Children's Religious
Exploration class, Adult
Coffee & Conversation, and
Quiet Meditation.

» All Souls Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church, 29 South
St. Information: Zoom: Go

to ascvt.org Sunday shortly
before 10 a.m.

Community
building
GREENFIELD Year-End Re-
flections on the Gaza Crisis:
WWAC member Rev. Nicholas
Porter, Founder/Exec. Dir.
Jerusalem Peacebuilders
(www.jerusalempeace-
builders.org), a non-profit,
interfaith ministry partner-
ing with Jewish, Christian,
Muslim educators to provide
Middle Eastern adults and
youth with skills, relation-
ships, confidence they need
to be effective leaders and
change agents. Jerusalem
Peacebuilders operates 49
programs in Israel, Palestine,
Europe, and the US.

» Session guided by
Chatham House Rules to
promote thoughtful, civilized
dialogue, free exchange of
ideas around this highly
charged topic without at-
tribution. Basically, all agree
that what is said in Salon
stays in Salon. We'll consider
the role of the US and UN
and how we can help work
toward lasting peace in the
region. We'll share short
period of silent meditation

to focus intention to work
toward positive change - a
fitting close to a deeply
troubling year. Refreshments
served.

» 10 Forward Venue, 10
Fiske Avenue. Information:
RSVP: Let us know how many
friends you.

Dance

GUILFORD Brattleboro Bal
Folk: Fun, accessible French
and European traditional
dances. No experience or
partner necessary. Live
music by Eloise & Co. Becky
Tracy (fiddle) and Rachel Bell
(accordion). Plus, special
guest Susan Kevra from
Nashville who'll teach the

dances and add clarinet and
French singing to the eve-
ning! In particular, she will
teach some bourrée varia-
tions to expand our dance
repertoire.

> 6:30 p.m.-9 p.m. "Dances
range from beautiful to rau-
cous. Even if you never tried
anything like this before,
come on over! Feel free to lis-
ten/watch from sidelines or
jump in. We'll teach you ev-
erything you need to know.
Crowd has a reputation for
being welcoming, eager to
draw newcomers into the
fun. Experienced dancers will
be treated to expanded bour-
rée possibilities."

> Suggested donation: $12
to $25sliding scale.

» Broad Brook Com-

munity Center, 3940

Guilford Center Rd. Infor-
mation: 802-451-0405;
broadbrookcommunitycenter.org.

MONDAY

BRATTLEBORO Celebrate
the Holidays with Windham
Philharmonic!: Full sym-
phony orchestra entertains
and delights with seasonal
favorites "Sleigh Ride" and
"Waltz of the Flowers" from
The Nutcracker, and the Fifth
Symphony by Beethoven
under direction of Hugh
Keelan. Beginning with the
most famous four notes

in all of music, the sym-
phony opens with a moment
Beethoven described as Fate
knocking at the door. Pas-
sionate tenderness, mystery,
triumph - all are presentin
this monumental piece.

> 6 p.m.-7 p.m.(approx.) in
Thomas Hall. Tasty treats at
our bake sale.

» By donation.

> Winston Prouty Campus,
209 Austine Dr. Information:
Questions: Al McLaine: 802-
875-3312.

Ideas and
education

BELLOWS FALLS
RNavigating your Fam-

ily History at the VT State
ArchivesR & "Exploring
the Digital Public Library
of Americal® (via Zoom):
Meeting of the Windham
County Genealogy Interest
Group. Pose questions you
may have for presenters
when you register. Refer-
ence Archivist Mariessa
Dobrick at the Vermont State
Archives will share genealogy
resources through stories in
her pre-recorded presenta-
tion, Navigating your Family
History at the Vermont State
Archives. VT State Archives
consists of records that have
continuing value to the State
of VT and its citizens.

» 11a.m.-1p.m. Plus,
Wayne Blanchard, co-
founder of Windham County
Genealogy Interest Group
and genealogy volunteer at
Rockingham Public Library,
will take us on a virtual tour
of The Digital Public Library
of America (https://dp.la)
through his talk.

> Free and open to all.

» Rockingham Free Public
Library, 65 Westminster St.
Pose questions you may
have for the presenters when
you register. AZoom link will
be sent at least one week
before the meeting. Register:
bit.ly/WCGIGDEC23.

Well-being
BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro
Walk-In Clinic: Primary med-
ical treatment for patients
ages 18 to 64 in our commu-
nity who do not have health
insurance or who cannot
afford their high deductibles
or co-insurance.

> 5-6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.
> Brattleboro Walk-In
Clinic, 191 Clark Ave.
Information: 802-251-8484;
brattleborowalkinclinic.com.

The written
word

BRATTLEBORO
&#65279;Annual Book

Sale & Raffle: Friends of the
Library's Annual Book Sale is
open through the end of the
year during regular library
hours. Most items are $2 or
less and you have the op-
portunity to purchase raffle
tickets for 13 unique and
fabulous literary-themed gift
baskets. Proceeds from the
sale benefit patrons of the
Brooks Memorial Library.

> Raffle tickets are $2 for 1
ticket, $5 for 3 tickets.

» Brooks Memorial Library,
224 Main St. Information:
802-254-5290; brookslibraryvt.
org.

FRIDAY

Kids and
families

BRATTLEBORO Bonnyvale
Environmental Education
Center: Little Explorers

- Nature Playgroup for
Children ages 3-5 and their
Caregivers: Enjoy a morning
of nature play and explora-
tion with BEEC's Naturalist
Educator Kristina Weeks and
her 3-year-old child.

» 10-11:30a.m.

> Free.

» Bonnyvale Environmen-
tal Education Center, 1221
Bonnyvale Rd. Information:
802-257-5785; beec.org.

Community
meals

PUTNEY Putney Monthly
Free Produce Distribution:
The Vermont Foodbank and
the Putney Foodshelf co-
sponsor a monthly food drop
of free produce and some
non-perishables usually on
the 4th Thursday of every
month. Due to the Holiday
season, December Free
Produce Distribution will be
Wednesday, 12/22. All are
welcome.

> 9a.m.-9:45a.m. This

is a drive-up service. Bags
provided.

> Free.

» Putney Foodshelf, 10
Christian Sq. Information:
802-387-8551.

Dance

BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro
Conscious Dance: Move your
body, dance to great tunes,
meet our sweet dance com-
munity. Conscious dances
are a beautiful way to: tone
and regulate your nervous
system, explore/process
events and emotions, ex-
plore experience of freedom,
reconnect with your inner
child, practice vulnerability,
engage the sacred, experi-
ence community, honor
yourself, release all that no
longer serves.

» 12-2 p.m. "Brattleboro
Conscious Dance happens on
2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of
the month, year-round! All
ages/stages welcome. Let's
co-create a sacred container
that feels safe, inclusive, and
accepting where all parts of
you are welcome: laughter,
tears, anger, joy, stillness,
movement, shaking, rolling,
stomping, toning. No previ-
ous experience, special shoes
or partner needed. Bring a
water bottle.".

> $15to $25 suggested cash
donation or via PayPal or
Venmo (user name for both is
@ParalLabs).

» Inner Heat Yoga, 464 Put-
ney Rd. Information: 12/24:
tinyurl.com/m72e2626, 12/31:
tinyurl.com/m72e2626,.
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Kids and
families
BRATTLEBORO New Eng-
land Center for Circus Arts:
December Youth School
Break Camp: In NECCA
youth camp, your child (ages

3-17) will receive top-notch
instruction in a noncom-
petitive environment. They'll
get a sense of pride and
increased confidence as they
learn communication skills,
perseverance, and self-de-
termination, as well as how
to be a spectacular acrobat,
aerialist, juggler, or clown.

» Full and half-day sessions.
» Through Friday, December
29.

> $60to $80.

» New England Center for
Circus Arts (Trapezium), 10

WEDNESDAY conr.

Town Crier Dr. Information:
Register: tinyurl.com/3wbxxs86.

Film and video

BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro
Recreation and Parks of-
fers Free Movie Matinee:
"Disney and Pixra's "El-
emental": All-new, original
feature film set in Element
City, where fire-, water-,
land- and air residents live
together. Story introduces
Ember, a tough, quick-witted,
fiery young woman whose

friendship with a fun, sappy,
go-with-the-flow guy named
Wade challenges her beliefs
about the world they live in.
> 2p.m. on lower level.
Bring friends and join us for
a free movie and popcorn!.
> Free.

» Gibson-Aiken Center, 207
Main St. Information: More
info, call Gibson Aiken Of-
fice: 802-254-5808 Mon.-Fri.
9a.m.-12 noon and. 1-5
p.m. Follow on Facebook or
Instagram..

10 submut your
event: calendar@
commonsnews.org

Deadline:
5 p.m. Friday

Commona
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The clock
s ticking!

Receive

The Commons

We are halfway to our goal of raising $100,000
by the end of the year. Your financial support is
critical if we are going to reach our goal and keep
the presses running.

As a nonprofit news organization, we are committed to
bringing you the local news and in-depth reporting you
won’t find anywhere else. But we can’t do it without the
support of our readers. If you like what you read each week,
please make a contribution.

December 31 is coming fast. Please make a contribution
today! The Commons wouldn’t be possible without you!

The first-time donor
challenge!

NewsMatch has given us a challenge: Sign
up 50 new donors before December 31!
If we meet the challenge, NewsMatch, will
give us $500.

If you haven’t donated before, but value the
local coverage The Commons brings you each
week, you can help us meet the challenge by
making a donation - in any amount - today.

As a special thank you, all first-time donors
will be entered into a drawing to win a paint-
ing by local artist Margaret Shipman!

*HOME!

...by mail - Your donation of

The Commons.

83100, can get you home delivery | The ® vermont Questions? Call 1-888-511-5150, |
of The Commons for one year. ' &mmw& VI e or email info@commonsnews.org I
Please indicate on tbe form I YES, | want to support fearless, independent journalism! I
below before you mail it to us.
J 081,000 [O$500 [I$250 18100 %25 O Other$ |
...by email - Include your , o - ,
N I [ 1 would like my donation to include mail delivery of The Commons for one year (Donations of $100 or more). I
email address on the form below,
and we will sign you up for ] Gift Method:[1 Check [ Credit Card (circle one) Discover Visa AMEX MC |
FREE email delivery of 1 Name: I
Address:
1 . |
. City, State, Zip:
Read the news online at | . |
Phone: Email:
commonsnews.oxg I I
Card Number: Exp. Date: CCV#:
I Signature: l
| Or make a secure gift at commonsnews.networkforgood.com [m]% :_ scANHERE |
| O Please list my gift as anonymous : ts(;g?:eg?ﬂ |
I online. I
| THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! |
Thank you for
/| vim - :
Independen
your Support. I media I
YOUI‘ donation iS tax deductible to I P.O. BOX 1212, BrattlebOI'O, VT 05302 I
the extent allowed by law. Vermont Please make checks payable to Vermont Independent Media.
Independent Media is a 501(c)(3) I VIM is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Your donation is tax deductible. I
non-profit, EIN20-2140604 Iy mm me e o o o o o o o & o oe e S 5 e =e = mm ol

Make a gift!

* Online: Visit commonsnews.networkforgood.com

* By phone: Call 1-888-511-5150 * By mail: Send us this form
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COLUMN

| Sports Roundup

Bears sweep
L&G Tip-0ft
Tourney

he Brattleboro Bears
girls’ basketball got
their season off to
a great start with
wins over the Burr & Burton
Bulldogs and Arlington Eagles
in the Leland & Gray Tip-Off
Tournament on Dec. 8 and 9 in
Townshend.

The hosts were not as for-
tunate, as the Rebels started
their season with a 30-23
loss to Arlington and a 42-28
loss to Burr & Burton in the
tournament.

* The opening night of the
tournament saw the Bears
grind out a 36-24 win over the
Bulldogs. Brattleboro led 18-12
at halftime, and outscored Burr
& Burton by the same margin in
the second half.

Reece Croutworst led the
Bears with 10 points. Abby
Henry and Aliza Speno each
added seven points, while Kate
Pattison, Mallory Newton, and
Montana Frehsee each chipped
in four points.

Josie Powers led the Bulldogs
with 11 points, but only three
of them came in the sec-
ond half as the Bears’ defense
never let Burr & Burton gain
momentum.

Bears coach Karen Henry,
who is replacing Chris Worden
this season, said she didn’t
know what to expect from her
team against Burr & Burton.

“Last year, they knocked us
out of the playoffs, so it is huge
boost for us,” she said.

Henry said the Bears are put-
ting more emphasis on defense.
“We’re still trying to figure it
out,” she said.

There were some first
game jitters, but Henry said
she was impressed with how
Croutworst, Henry, and
Pattison attacked the basket,
particularly in the second half,
as well as the inside play of
Frehsee.

Henry and assistant coach
Barb Barrett say they are work-
ing to get the Bears to play a
more up-tempo game on of-
fense. With all five starters back
from last season’s team and the
speedy Croutworst and Henry
running the offense, they gave a
preview of what the offense will
look like against the Bulldogs.

“You can always clean things
up a little bit,” said Henry.

| RANDOLPH
: T« HOLHUT,
deputry editor of
this newspaper, has
written this column
since 2010 and has covered
sports in Windham County
since the 1980s. Readers can
send him sports information
at news@commonsnews.
org.

* Against Arlington in the
other tourney opener, Leland
& Gray kept it close in the first
half as the Eagles had a slim
16-13 lead at the break, but
the Rebels were held to just 10
points in the second half as they
struggled on offense.

Sidney Herrington led the
Eagles with 15 points, while
Mary Sanderson (nine points),
Maggie Parker (eight points),
and Samantha Morse (five
points) accounted for all but one
point of the Rebels’ offensive
output.

The Rebels, who made it to
the Division IV semifinals last
season, lost a lot of their front
court strength with the gradu-
ation of Hannah Greenwood
and Abby Towle. Parker and
Sanderson, both seniors, are
charged with picking up the
slack and providing leadership.

Morse, Sanderson, and
Abigail Emerson are the Rebels’
backcourt rotation. All three
played lots of minutes last sea-
son, and played most of the
game against Arlington. Parker
is anchoring the front court,
with Jacy Stillwagon, Kianelise
Pena, and Molly Bingham in
the mix. On defense against
Arlington, the Rebels mostly
played a 2-3 zone, which had
limited success against the
Eagles.

* In the championship
game, Brattleboro took care of
Arlington, 48-35. The Rebels
lost the consolation game to the
Bulldogs, 42-28. Julia Decker
had 14 points to lead Burr &
Burton, while Ainerose Souza
chipped in nine points.

While the Rebels are starting
the season 0-2, they have the
talent to bounce back quickly
and be in the hunt for another
long playoff run.

. . .RANDOLPH T H(..)LHUT /THE COMMONS
Karen Henry is the new head coach of the Brattleboro
Bears varsity girls’ basketball team this season.
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Brattleboro guard Abby Henry (3) reaches in to try and steal the ball from Burr & Burton guard Ainerose Souza
%2) during the first half of their girls’ basketball game in Townshend on Dec. 8. Looking on are Brattleboro guard
ate Pattlson (11) and Burr & Burton guard Macy Mathews (23)

Boys’ basketball

« St. Johnsbury had four play-
ers in double-figures as the
Hilltoppers rolled over the vis-
iting Brattleboro Bears, 84-28,
on Dec. 8.

The Hilltoppers were led by
Harry Geng with 16 points.
Kerrick Medose chipped in
14 points, Rex Hauser scored
13 points, and Carter Bunnell
added 10 points. Jackson Emery
led the Bears with seven points.

* Twin Valley had mixed re-
sults in the Bob Abrahamson
Tip-Off Classic in Proctor on
Dec. 8 and 9. In the first game,
the Twinfield/Cabot Trojans
handed the Wildcats a 77-53
loss.

The Trojans opened the
game with 12-3 run, and stayed
in control the rest of the way.
They led 38-30 at halftime and
63-42 after three quarters.

Three-point shooting paced
the Trojan attack as Tej Stewart
scored 31 points, with four
threes. Meles Gouge added
19 points. Brayden Brown led
Twin Valley with 19 points.

Twin Valley bounced back
with a 55-51 win over the
Poultney Blue Devils in the
tourney’s consolation game.
Poultney led by as many as 12
points in the third quarter be-
fore the Wildcats rallied for the
victory.

Brown had a big night
for the Wildcats, scoring 22
points. Noah Dornburgh added
14 points and Steven Oyer
scored seven points for the 1-1
Wildcats.

Proctor defeated Twinfield/
Cabot, 81-72, to capture the
tourney title.

* Bellows Falls opened their
season with a 61-43 win over
Leland & Gray on Dec. 8 at
Holland Gymnasium. It was the
season opener for both teams.

Girls’ basketball

* Bellows Falls picked up a
big road victory in their opener
with a 61-17 win over Mill
River on Dec. 9. The Terriers
opened up a 16-3 lead after one
quarter and led by 21 at the
half. BF hosts Twin Valley on
Dec. 15, at 6 p.m., in the home
opener for the Terriers.

« Twin Valley narrowly lost
their season opener to Sharon
Academy, 36-29, on Dec. 9.
Alanna Bevilacqua was the
Wildcats’ leading scorer with 13
points.

Bowling

« Top-seeded Brattleboro was
upset by Fair Haven, 2-1, in the

Fa»\“"!\ \
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Leland & Gray guard Mary Sanderson dives for a loose ball between a pair of Arlington
defenders during the first half of their girls‘ basketball game in Townshend.

Kickoff Classic on Dec. 9 at the
Rutland Bowlerama. Burlington
took home its first victory in
the event, defeating Essex 2-1
in the finals. Fair Haven was a
semifinalist, losing to Essex 2-0.
Hartford lost to Burlington 2-0
in the semifinals as well.
Brattleboro will host
Fair Haven and Windsor in
the Bears’ home opener at
Brattleboro Bowl on Dec. 16 at
10a.m.

Girls’ hockey

* Brattleboro opened the sea-
son with a 10-1 loss to Hartford
at Withington Rink. The Bears
host Woodstock on Dec. 13 in
the home opener at Withington
Rink.

Skating through
the holidays

« If you’re looking for a great
holiday gift, how about giv-
ing a season pass for ice skating
at Withington Rink at Living
Memorial Park?

Season passes for Brattleboro

Extra visible and surprisingly affordable
Get your business front and center with an ad on a section cover like this one!

You know it works, because you’re reading this right now.
Call 802-246-6397 or email ads@commonsnews.org.

residents are $40 for students,
$50 for adults, and $30 for fami-
lies. If you live outside of town,
the cost is $55 for students, $65
for adults, and $105 for families.
If you don’t have skates, you
can rent them for $3 a day.

The Recreation & Parks
Department offers a variety
of programs for skaters of all
ages, from figure skating lessons
to speed skating sessions. For
more information, give the rink
a call at 802-257-2311, call the
Rec. Dept. at 802-254-5808, or
visit the Rec. Dept.’s website at
Brattleboro.gov.

Senior bowling
roundup

» Week 14 of the fall/winter
season of the Brattleboro Senior
Bowling League at Brattleboro
Bowl on Dec. 4 saw Four
Seasons (47-23) remain in first
place, while No Splits (43-27)
went 5-0 to stay in second place.
High Rollers and Skippers
(both 41-29) are tied for third,
followed by Stepping Stones

(40-30), Hairiers (38-32),
Dumblebor (32-38), Four Pins
(30-40), and PEW] (25-45).

Mary Parliman had the wom-
en’s high handicap game (239)
and series (673), while Norm
Corliss had the men’s high
handicap game (257) and series
(673). High Rollers had the high
team handicap game (881) and
series (2,548).

Robert Rigby had the men’s
high scratch series (562) with
games of 204 and 200, while
John Walker had a 558 series
with games of 219 and 192.
Gary Montgomery had a 554
series with games of 204 and
192, Skip Shine had a 532 series
with games of 182 and 181, and
Warren Corriveau Sr. had a 516
series with games of 202 and
182. Fred Ashworth had a 206
game and John Laamanen had a
188 game.

Carol Gloski had the women’s
high scratch series (510), with
games of 191 and 172. Pam
Greenblott and Shirley Aiken
each had a 173 game, while
Nancy Dalzell had a 168 game.

Commona



