
DRYER VENT
CLEANING

Installation & Repair 
603-762-3433

durlingcleaning.com

WINTER 
FARMERS’ MARKET 

Saturdays 10-2
Open every week 

thru March
60 Austine Dr.

Lots of convenient 
parking!

TAI CHI
Thursdays, 7-8pm
Starting April 4

Putney Community Ctr.
Cost: $65/month
802-490-6405

patricklrtcc@gmail.com

THE NEW ENGLAND HOUSE 
RESTAURANT & TAVERN
Let’s Do Breakfast!

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Wednesday-Sunday 8-2

DINNER 
Friday & Saturday 4:30-8
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Brattleboro
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Darn Tough 
Socks 

are Here!
THE SHOE TREE
Main St. Brattleboro

802-254-8515

WINTER 
CLEARANCE 

SALE!
Whippersnappers

Hannaford Plaza
Brattleboro

Tuxedo & Suit 
Rentals

For weddings, 
proms & more

Vermont Artisan Designs
106 Main St. Brattleboro

802-257-7044

LEARN REIKI
HEALING
April 12-14
802-275-7434

reikihealingartsvt.com

VT STATE 
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No appt. needed 

during business hrs. 
GOUIN SERVICES
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500 Guilford Street

Brattleboro

WINDHAM 
PHILHARMONIC
Monday, April 1

7:00pm
Latchis Theatre

Haydn Surprise 
Symphony

windhamphilharmonic.org

Our annual celebration of 
the season  ■  SECTION B

15% OFF
Collars, Leashes, 

Harnesses
Buddy’s 

A Pet’s Store
Cotton Mill Hill, Brattleboro
buddysapetsstore.com

Special section for
SUMMER CAMPS
in The Commons!
Let us help you fill 

registrations!
Contact one of our ad reps:

lori@commonsnews.org
nancy@commonsnews.org

Brattleboro Memorial 
Hospital is proud 
to celebrate our 

120th Anniversary 
of serving our 
community!

1904 – 2024

Congratulations,
Ellen, for

winning the
 free haircut
from Walpole
Village Salon!

Grace Cottage
Family Health

Compassion
& Convenience

First-time Patients
Welcome!

802-365-4331

The Commons
8,000 circulation 

32 towns – 260 locations 
+ strong digital following 

REACHING
20,000+ READERS

EVERY WEEK!
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— thanks to hundreds of readers who chip 
in because they believe that a community 

thrives when everyone has access to news. 
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  FRAN LYNGGAARD HANSEN/THE COMMONS 

Howie and Elizabeth Prussack are the owners of  High Meadows Farm in Westminster West. 

 By Fran Lynggaard Hansen
  The Commons

   WESTMINSTER 
WEST—Howard 
(Howie) Prussack 
is relaxed, sitting 

in the warmth of  his greenhouse 
on this overcast March day, en-
joying 70-degree weather among 
the tomato plants he started in 
late February.

 “The celery is up, and we’re 
potting turmeric today. We’re 

also working on ginger propa-
gation,” Prussack says.

Turmeric and ginger?
“People are getting older 

and want foods that keep us 
healthy,” he says. “Powerful 
herbs and vegetables, carrots, 
turmeric, ginger — they are all 
important as one ages.”

These are new crops for High 
Meadows Farm — ginger was 
added last year, and this is the 
� rst year it’s grown turmeric. 
Prussack, 71, says that both 

are in demand, and he ought to 
know: He has been farming for 
more than 50 years.

“People ask me about when 
I’m going to retire, but I’m 
having too much fun,” he says 
with a smile. “I’m still enthused 
about farming, and I’m always 
thinking about what’s next,” he 
says, shifting his weight from 
foot to foot, a sign of  this farm-
er’s near-constant activity.

“My local farming role mod-
els all worked well into their 80s, 

so I guess I’ll be like them,” he 
adds.

Prussack’s background is a 
who’s who of  Vermont farming. 
He worked for Larry Bryant, 
who owned the Putney Nursery, 
where the Yellow Barn in Putney 
now stands.

Another mentor was George 
Aiken,  who was  born  in 
Dummerston but lived most 
of  his life in Putney, where his 
parents were fruit and vegetable 

Adapting to 
CHANGES

‘I’m always thinking about what’s next,’ 
says Howie Prussack, who stumbled on his 
calling 50 years ago: organic farming

■ SEE PRUSSACK, A2

 Rockingham Selectboard hopefuls make their cases  
 Election on Tuesday, April 2 also includes three contests for school boards  
 By Robert F. Smith
  The Commons

  BELLOWS FALLS—The � ve 
candidates running for two open 
one-year seats on the Rockingham 
Selectboard — Jamey Berrick, 
John Dunbar, Bonnie North, Stan 
Talstra, and Deborah Wright — 
held a forum at the Rockingham 
Free Public Library.

The March 13 forum also in-
cluded candidate Rick Cowan, 
who is running unopposed for 
the three-year seat left vacant by 
Bonnie North.

Voters will cast their ballots 
at the polls on Tuesday, April 
2 at the Masonic Temple at 61 
Westminster St. in Bellows Falls.

If  there were common threads 
among the candidates’ platforms, 
it was the need for transpar-
ency in local government, that 
Rockingham has enjoyed an ex-
citing period of  growth and posi-
tivity, and that citizen pride in the 
town’s rich history has been a big 
plus for the community.

The well-preserved, authentic 
beauty of  the town’s walkable vil-
lages of  Bellows Falls and Saxtons 
River was also frequently men-
tioned as an asset.

Former board member Susan 
Hammond attended the meeting 
and was thanked for her decade 
of  service to the town. The one-
year candidates are vying for her 
former seat.

  ROBERT F. SMITH/THE COMMONS 

Candidates for the Rockingham Selectboard met at the Rockingham Free Public Library for a March 13 forum. 
From left, moderator Steven Crofter, three-year candidate Rick Cowan, and one-year candidates Jamey Berrick, 
John Dunbar, Bonnie North, Stan Talstra, and Deborah Wright. 

 By Virginia Ray
  The Commons

  B R A T T L E B O R O —
Representative Town Meeting 
here will convene on Saturday, 
March 23, at 8:30 a.m., in the 
Brattleboro Union High School 
gymnasium.

If  members do not � nish the 
warrant, the meeting will recess 
at 5 p.m. and continue on Sunday, 
March 24, at 8:30 a.m.

In anticipation of  the RTM, 
the Selectboard hosted an infor-
mational meeting on March 13.

“This is not the meeting to get 
into substantive debate on any of  
the articles,” warned Selectboard 
Chair Ian Goodnow, who several 
times told RTM members to save 
their points of  opinion or advo-
cacy for the March 23 meeting.

Goodnow also explained that 
two articles historically on the 
warning — those requesting � -
nancial support for the Southeast 
Vermont Economic Development 
Strategies (SeVEDS) and the 
community marketing initiative 
for the Downtown Brattleboro 
Alliance (DBA) — do not appear 
on this year’s.

That’s because the board, 
knowing financial support for 

both will be coming out of  the 
revolving loan fund, decided that 
neither needed voter approval.

Substantive articles to be con-
sidered by voters, as well as the 
board’s explanations (where of-
fered), are as follows.

 Water storage 
tank bond issue 

Members will be asked to ap-
prove a loan to build a secondary 
Pleasant Valley water storage tank 
at an estimated cost of  $1.62 mil-
lion, and with an interest rate not 
to exceed 3% for up to 10 years.

This is a bond article that 
state law requires be voted on by 
Australian ballot. Only users will 
pay the debt.

The primary 3-million-gallon 
water storage tank, at Pleasant 
Valley reservoir next to the treat-
ment facility, provides water at 
high-demand times. That tank 
serves all of  West Brattleboro and 
the downtown area.

A recent inspection by scuba 
divers identified needed main-
tenance, which would require 
draining the tank and taking it 
offline. This is typically done 
with the aid of  a temporary stor-
age tank, but that requires costly 

 Brattleboro 
Town Meeting 
will consider 
$22.9M budget 
 Members will decide 
bond for backup Pleasant 
Valley water tank; only 
users will repay the debt  

■ SEE BRATTLEBORO ARTM, A5

■ SEE ROCKINGHAM CANDIDATES, A3
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Without our volunteers, this 
newspaper would exist only 

in our imaginations.
Special thanks to:

Simi and Mark Berman,
Diana Bingham, 

Jim Maxwell, Rob Bertsche,
Barbara Evans; 

Cameron Cobane, Shannon Ward, and 
Hooker-Dunham Theater & Gallery;

Clay Turnbull and NEC;
Brendan Emmett Quigley

and Joon Pahk
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Menu: Homemade Baked Beans, Baked Ham, 
Homemade Potato Salad, & Cole Slaw.  

Sugar on snow and homemade donuts for dessert!
Seatings: 4:30 & 6. Adults $15. Children (age 5-11) $7.
RESERVATIONS ONLY: 802-254-1138. No take-out.

Please help support your local Grange Hall

Maple Dinner
Saturday, March 30

Evening Star Grange • 1008 East West Road
Dummerston Center, VT

SUGAR HOUSE 
Our own pure and natural maple 
syrup, maple cream, granulated 
maple sugar, and maple candy!

Ames Hill Rd. (Only 3 miles from Rte. 9), W. Brattleboro, VT

FOR DIRECTIONS/ORDERS/INFO:
www.robbfamilyfarm.com • 802-257-0163

Monday-Friday: 10-5 • Saturday: 10-4 • Sunday: 10-3

Robb Family Farm

■ Prussack FROM SECTION FRONT

farmers. Aiken, who served as 
the governor of  Vermont and 
as a U.S. senator, also happened 
to be the founder of  the original 
Putney Nursery.

“Sen. Aiken was always super 
encouraging, and a local-farmer 
supporter.”

William Darrow of  Green 
Mountain Orchards, who also 
served as the commissioner 
of  agriculture for the State of  
Vermont, also played a role in 
Prussack’s early career.

“I got a grant from the U.S. 
Department of  Energy to build 
my first greenhouse,” he says. 
“It was a modern marvel with a 
full metal frame. Bill helped me 
with it.”

 ‘I was having 
too much fun 
on the farm ’  

Unlike the many local farmers 
who came from old farm fami-
lies across Vermont, Prussack 
grew up in Brooklyn, New York, 
where he remembers watching 
a Saturday morning television 
show,  The Modern Farmer .

By 19, he was set to begin 
his second year at the School of  
Visual Arts in Manhattan when 
a summer adventure, encour-
aged by his former high school 
English teacher, sent him by bus 
from Brooklyn to Bellows Falls.

“Bellows Falls was a happen-
ing place in 1971,” says Prussack, 
describing a bustling downtown 
and remembering Fletcher’s, a 
“quaint and lovely” small statio-
nery store.

With a laugh, he recalls, “I had 
my fancy Italian ten-speed city 
bicycle with me on the bus, and 
the local kids surrounded me like 
it was a Lamborghini.”

Very quickly, Prussack fell 
into the farming commune com-
munity, first at what was then 
called Nature Farms. Located 
in Westminster West on the cur-
rent site of  the Earth Bridge Land 
Trust, the agricultural commune 
was started by Kim Hubbard, 
with a focus on growing organic 
vegetables.

“I had intended to go back to 
school, but I was having too much 
fun on the farm,” Prussack says 
with a big smile.

While some of  the locals con-
sidered the many communes in 
the area as a bunch of  young col-
lege kids experimenting in the 
back-to-the-land movement, 
Prussack says the 15 people at 
Nature Farms were serious about 
the future of  agriculture.

“We were all interested in the 
same thing, and we grew every-
thing. We learned a lot about 
organics at a time when many 
people weren’t sure what or-
ganic farming was all about,” 
Prussack says.

According to a 1979 story in 
The Wall Street Journal  — “More 
City Residents Move to the Farm, 
End Up Disillusioned” — the 20-
acre communal farm “fell apart in 
� nancial disarray two years after 
it was set up.”

The article described Prussack, 
after fellow communards scat-
tered, learning from his mistakes 
and ended up getting it right, and 

the  Journal  reported that “seven 
years later, the farm is turning a 
comfortable pro� t.”

As for his fellow farmers, 
“One of  them, Samuel Kaymen, 
moved to New Hampshire, where 
he started Stonyfield yogurt in 
1983.”

Another member of  the farm 
became vice president of  Paci� c 
Bell. Another joined the Navy 
and eventually returned to the 
area as a nuclear engineer for 
Vermont Yankee.

 An organic pioneer 
In 1979, after working for 

another local farmer, Arthur 
Ranney, Prussack bought the 
place in Westminster West where 
he still lives and works, High 
Meadows Farm.

“At the time, my farm and the 
surrounding acreage were the 
most expensive farm sold in the 
area,” says Prussack. “The older 
farmers in the area thought I was 
crazy to pay that much money to 
get started.

“I was the � rst organic farm 
to get a mortgage through the 
Farmer’s Home Administration,” 
he says with pride. “I became 
the link between the old farm-
ers and the new farmers through 
organics.”

The farm sale included a num-
ber of  cows, and Prussack ini-
tially shared the farm with a 
woman who knew how to run a 
dairy operation.

But within two years, he’d 
switched over to organic vege-
table farming. “I converted the 
dairy barn into what I needed for 
vegetables, and I started building 
greenhouses,” he says.

In 1980, Prussack started High 
Meadows Farm Market near 
where One Stop Country Pet 
Supply is now located, and in 
1983 purchased a half  an acre of  
the parking lot of  the Brattleboro 
Bowl from Tony Cersosimo, an-
other big supporter of  local ag-
riculture. Local architect Leo 
Berman designed a post-and-
beam building and greenhouse.

Prussack ran the store un-
til 1991 and remembers peo-
ple shaking their heads at the 
prices of  organic, homegrown 
vegetables.

“I was the first certified or-
ganic farm in Vermont in 1976. 
Our Putney Road store was a little 
ahead of  its time, but it still did 
very well. And it helped educate 
people about organics.”

A broad acceptance of  organic 
farming isn’t the only thing that 
has changed over the years. So has 
the weather.

“The weather used to be very 
predictable,” says Prussack with a 
slight grimace. “Spring has always 
been sketchy. It’s getting warmer 
every year. Most years there was 
still snow up to my waist at this 
time of  year, but this winter we’ve 
hardly had any snow cover at all.”

He notes that weather condi-
tions in every season have become 
more and more unusual of  late.

“It used to be that we’d get a 
half  inch of  rain in the summer,” 
Prussack says. “Now we might 
get a 3-inch rain, or even a 6-inch 
rain. We had so much rain we lost 

our potato crop last summer, and 
we don’t have insurance to cover 
that loss.”

Even so, he notes that the 
changing climate has both plus-
ses and minuses.

“I used to count on a killing 
frost by Sept. 23,” Prussack says. 
“Now it’s nothing to go until Oct. 
23, so we get four more growing 
weeks in the fall. It used to be 
frost-free by Memorial Day in 
May. Now maybe it might be frost 
free by April 20. Climate change 
has added an enormous amount 
of  growing time, which is huge, 
but there are also downsides.”

Farmers are adapting to the 
changes, but they can only adapt 
so much.

“You can’t stop the rain,” 
Prussack says. “If  it’s going 
to flood, it’s going to flood. 
We’ve put more drainage in the 
� elds, but that only goes so far. 
I’m maxed out with what I can 
change.”

High Meadows has thrived 
in part because of  the green-
houses and protective tunnels that 
shield some of  his crops from the 
weather.

“Protected farming, having 
greenhouses and tunnels covered 
with plastic, with or without heat 
to protect the crops from extreme 
weather, is the future,” Prussack 
says. “It’s capital-intensive, but it 
is a tiny bit of  insurance against 
the weather.”

He has taken a few detours in 
his agricultural career, includ-
ing going on the road as a sales-
man for over two dozen organic 
food companies, including Amy’s 
Frozen Foods and Whole Foods, 
but he’s happiest growing food 
on his farm at home.

“I started growing potted herbs 
for the same companies I was 
working for until I ended up do-
ing that full time and left working 
on the road,” he says.

Years ago, Prussack sold vege-
tables out of  his truck, sometimes 
making a weekly run to New York 
City to do so.

“There I was in my little blue 
truck with Vermont plates, toss-
ing heads of  broccoli out of  the 
back for a $1 a head,” he says. 
“Of  course it was all illegal, but 
the police o�  cers were kind and 
let me do it because I sold out so 
quickly,” he says, chuckling.

 The Covid pivot 
These days, Prussack contin-

ues to supply local co-ops as well 
as Whole Foods stores all over 
New England with potted herbs 
and vegetable starts, then later 
in the season with truckloads of  
winter squash and other vege-
tables. Before Covid, he had 12 
people working full-time at High 
Meadows Farm.

“We were humming right along 
until Covid, which changed ev-
erything,” he says.

Not knowing who was going 
to buy his products, or if  gro-
cery stores were even going to 
stay open, meant that Prussack 
needed to cut back to get the 
business through that period. His 
wife, Elizabeth (Lisa) Crawford 
Prussack, who has always been 
the farm’s bookkeeper, crop 
scheduler and planner, suggested 
they shrink the business down.

Throughout the pandemic, 
Prussack was thinking of  farm-
ers he had met while volunteer-
ing with the U.S. Department of  
Agriculture in Myanmar, Nepal, 
Cuba, and El Salvador to share in-
formation about organic vegetable 

farming .
“If  people in those poor coun-

tries can grow vegetables with 
practically nothing, I was think-
ing I should be growing as much 
as possible,” he says.

He began to gear his farm pro-
duction back up to even greater 
than the pre-Covid times.

That year, the farm produced 
“massive amounts of  vegeta-
bles,” including 100,000 pounds 
of  onions.

These days, the 65 acres of  
High Meadow Farms is actively 
growing about 10 acres of  veg-
etables and cover crops, as well 
as subletting some pastureland to 
Leaping Bear Farm in Putney for 
its egg-laying chickens.

“Having chickens here is help-
ful,” Prussack says. “They eat the 
grass and the bugs and leave their 
manure on the � elds. I’ll be rotat-
ing that land back into production 
at a future point in time.”

The farm’s 10 acres of  pro-
duction comprise 2 acres of  win-
ter squash, an acre of  cabbage, 
1.5 acres of  potatoes and on-
ions, a half  acre of  carrots, and 
a few other minor crops. High 
Meadows is also known for pro-
ducing black garlic year-round.

“Garlic is a huge crop for us,” 
says Prussack, who continues to 
sell truckloads of  squash and po-
tatoes to local co-ops and at both 
the winter and summer editions 
of  the Brattleboro Area Farmers’ 
Market. High Meadows also has 
a strong presence on Facebook 
and Instagram, which have been 
“great marketing tools for the 
farm.”

In addition to Howie and Lisa 
Prussack, the farm employs two 
other full-time workers: Richard 
Fairchild, who has worked at 
High Meadows for 20 years, and 

Imelda Riley, “the face of  High 
Meadows,” Howie Prussack says, 
since she has done most of  the re-
tailing for the past 12 years.

“Our long-term employees 
are like family,” he adds. “We 
couldn’t do it without them.”

What will the farm’s future 
bring? Prussack is cautiously 
hopeful.

“I’m still optimistic about the 
state of  agriculture in Vermont,” 
he says. “There are still a lot of  
people getting into it, despite 
it being both the best of  times 
and the worst of  time for farm-
ers. People appreciate farmers, 
and they are willing to pay more 
for our crops. However, the cost 
of  everything is so much more 
expensive.”

Prussack went on to explain 
that a 50-pound bag of  organic 
fertilizer now costs $50 per bag. 
This past week he spent $589 for 
fertilizer for only a half  an acre of  
garlic. When he started farming, 
diesel fuel cost 38 cents per gal-
lon — about $1.62 in today’s dol-
lars — but now costs more than 
$4 per gallon.

“Nothing is cheap anymore,” 
he says. “We pay retail but we 
sell wholesale, that’s the story of  
farming.”

Still, Prussack wouldn’t con-
sider any other profession.

“I like growing,” he says. “ I 
like selling and meeting people at 
the farmers market. It’s the cus-
tomers that keep me going. I like 
the steady pace of  the work and it 
keeps me healthy. I’ve got to stay 
healthy to farm, and I must farm 
to stay healthy.”

Prussack pauses and smiles 
broadly.

“I went to school to be an art-
ist, but I’m now an artist in the 
� eld,” he says. 
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Fresh ginger is a new crop at High Meadows Farm in Westminster West. 
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Retail specialist Imelda Riley shows o�  fresh carrots ready for market, grown at High 
Meadows Farm in Westminster West. 

 By Virginia Ray
  The Commons

   After unofficially winning a 
three-year seat as a director on 
the Windham Southeast School 
District (WSESD) School 
Board by just two votes in 
the March 5 election, Colleen 
Savage has retained that win 
following a recount.

 In the end, newcomer 
Savage won the seat over new-
comer Richard Leavy by eight 
votes, 1,672 to 1,664.

Leavy requested the recount 
several days after the election.

Incumbent Tim Maciel re-
tained his seat and his initial 
vote count of  1,680 did not 
change following the recount.

T h e  t o w n  c l e r k s  o f  
Brattleboro, Dummerston, 
Guilford, and Putney submit-
ted their recount results on 
March 13 to WSESD Clerk Mo 
Hart, who says there are several 
reasons for “adjustments in the 
numbers during a recount,” 
and may be no more compli-
cated than a paper jam.

“Upon [the] Guilford town 
clerk’s call to the Secretary of  
State, it was learned that bal-
lot jams are a common cause 

for discrepancies,” Hart said 
in a statement

“The Guilford tabulator had 
jammed on more than one oc-
casion on election day as voters 
inserted their ballots,” Hart’s 
statement continued. “During 
the recount, with fewer users 
and a consistent manner of  use, 
it did not jam at all.”

Leavy thanked all those who 
worked on the recount.

“I also want to congratulate 
Tim and Colleen, and I look 
forward to what this next year 
brings and seeing how you both 
contribute to that,” he added. 
“I certainly plan on staying in-
volved myself  and contributing 
in whatever capacity I can.”

The election was held to 
select two Brattleboro repre-
sentatives for serve three-year 
terms on the WSESD board.

An initial glitch occurred 
when the Dummerston bal-
lot did not reflect that vot-
ers should choose two names 
for the two seats. Town Clerk 
Cindy Jerome attempted to 
reach out to voters in various 
ways, including with handouts 
and signage, in order to rectify 
and clarify that situation before 
the election. 

 Savage maintains 
WSESD board win  
 Jammed tabulator in Guilford thought 
to have caused original vote count error  



Brattleboro VFW 
40 Black Mt. Rd. 
Apply at the VFW.

COOK 
WANTED 

Vermont Independent Media, publisher of 
The Commons newspaper, is looking for an
Operations Assistant to help with the 

organization and running of our 
administrative operations.

For more information, please contact
kate@commonsnews.org

WE ARE HIRING!

Boomerang is hiring!
Join a culture of creativity, collaboration, and respect! Our 
employees get competitive pay, first dibs on merchandise, 
bonuses, and a lively playful environment that values mutual 
support and good humor. An extraordinary retail experience 
requires an extraordinary team, so applicants must be able to 

check all these boxes:

You are -Dependable. Focused. Fast. Fantastic! We’re looking 
for a person who brings a work ethic with “hustle!” Our small 
team Does. It. ALL. We need a team player who brings energy 
and enthusiasm, is comfortable shifting quickly from one task 
to another and takes pride in their work. Applicants must enjoy 
working with (and for!) other people, have a keen eye for both the 
details and the big picture, have stamina for working on your feet 
all day; & appreciate fashion! You have excellent organizational 
skills to care for our customers and 4,000+ consignors, an artistic 
eye, & a familiarity with social media platforms for marketing - (i.e. 
Instagram, Facebook). We’re looking for two permanent (not 
seasonal) new hires for part time or full time work. Weekend 

availability is required. 

Please drop by a resume: 79 Main St, Brattleboro; or by email 
to: info@boomerangvermont.com

Do you love working with elders?  
We would love to work with you!

We are a Level III Residential Care facility 
with a home-like atmosphere and great 
benefits (we are not a nursing home).   

Join our care team and begin your 
rewarding career in eldercare today! 

We provide a sign-on bonus and paid training 
in a supportive, caring environment. 

To learn more and to apply for a position, please 
visit our website at www.gardenpathelderliving.org. 

Financial Assistance Administrator/Housing Case Manager FT
Southeastern VT Community Action (SEVCA), seeks the right candidate to support a critical program to prevent 
homelessness. Someone committed to treating people with dignity, respect, & kindness and believes strongly 
in our mission. The ideal candidate has excellent communication skills, and an eye for detail and data integrity. 

Work in Brattleboro & Windham Co. supporting low-income clients to keep their existing housg and, at times, 
provide support in finding safe & affordable housg. Determine eligibility for Housg Opportunity Progm (HOP) 
Financial Assistance funds; provide ongoing case mgmt. HOP Financial Asst. Administrator will also receive, 
process, and support applications from community partners in the Brattleboro area. Attention to detail in support 
of grant compliance, data mgmt, and reporting are essential job reqs.

High School diploma or GED and experience in a human services-related field. BA or BS in Human Services, 
Social Work or related major preferred, but not required. Sensitivity to the challenges faced by, and experience 
working with low-income families & indivs can sub for degree. Requires some knowledge of community & its 
resources, and ability to increase / organize that knowledge to better serve clients. Other required skills include 
strong communication, exercise interpersonal & organizational skills, database experience & basic computer 
skills; ability to travel / work independently and with a wide range of diverse individuals.  

Full-time position, M-F. Paid H/D/L/V insurance, 403(b) retiremt w/match; Paid personal, sick, vacation time. 

Letter of interest & resume to Family Services Program Director Pat Burke (pburke@sevca.org), or contact 
her with questions. EEO / AA.

NOW HIRING!
Class A CDL Truck 
Driver with 1 year 

experience 
$25.00 starting pay.

Tractor Trailer Truck and 
Equipment Mechanic
with 1 year experience 

$23.00 starting pay.
Loader Operator

with 1 year experience 
$20.00 starting pay.

Two Lumber Handlers
no experience required 

$16.00 starting pay.

All FT with Bene� ts.

Call Jeannette for more 
info or an interview.

802-254-3349

HELP 
WANTED
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Temporary home to the 
area’s best USED books.

25,000 USED BOOKS

Since 1988

36 Elliot St, Brattleboro
brattbooks@gmail.com

OPEN THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

11AM - 5PM
SUNDAY 11AM - 4PM

Buying books by appt.
802-257-7777

MARCH 25-29
LUNCH SPECIALS

$9.50
Mon. - Pot Roast

Tue. - Ground Beef Enchiladas
Wed. - Meatloaf 

� urs. - Turkey Club
Fri. - Fried Fish Sandwich
***Burgers, salads, apps 

and take out available***

FRIDAY DINNER
Baked Pasta 5-7pm

32 Linden St. Brattleboro
802-257-1872

POST #5

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
www.brattleboropost5.org

■ Rockingham candidates FROM SECTION FRONT

 By Virginia Ray
  The Commons

  PUTNEY—Less than a 
month after their third ap-
peal was turned down, two 
neighbors of  the Windham & 
Windsor Housing Trust’s pro-
posed a� ordable housing com-
munity on Alice Holway Drive 
have � led a fourth appeal — this 
time to the Vermont Supreme 
Court.

Laura Campbell and Deborah 
Lazar have made the appeal, 
� led by attorney Hal Stevens, 
protesting the planned 25 
units of  mixed-income hous-
ing in two buildings on land on 
Alice Holway Drive next to the 
Putney Community Garden and 
Putney Farmers’ Market.

“We’re not surprised by this 
latest move from the opponents 
of  this project, but we are dis-
appointed on behalf  of  every 
person who needs a new place to 
live and has to wait yet again,” 
said Elizabeth Bridgewater, 
WWHT executive director.

Bridgewater said that during 
a housing crisis such as the one 
Vermonters are experiencing, 
“every new home created is step 
toward a solution.”

“We are con� dent that this 
fourth round of  litigation will 
be resolved in our favor, and we 
look forward to a groundbreak-
ing on the site later this year,” 
Bridgewater continued, add-
ing that she expects the delay to 

add a few months to the current 
timeline, according to which 
construction would have begun 
this spring.

After the third appeal was de-
nied in February, Bridgewater 
said the delay caused by the 
lengthy appeal process had in-
creased the cost of  the project 
by 14% , from $10.3 million to 
$11.7 million.

On Feb. 22, State Superior 
Court Judge Thomas S. Durbin 
denied Campbell and Lazar’s 
third appeal, stating that “to 
� nd that the project is subject to 
Act 250 jurisdiction, merely be-
cause of  the presence of  a Class 
III road, would be an irrational 
and impermissibly strict reading 
of  the statute that stymies the 
legislature’s intent to encourage 
mixed-income housing in des-
ignated growth areas.”

In  the i r  th i rd  appea l , 
Campbell and Lazar contended 
that the Trust’s lots are not 
contiguous — and should be. 
Because Alice Holway Drive 
runs between the lots, they 
claim that the site does not meet 
the legal de� nition of  “a� ord-
able housing” vis-a-vis Act 250.

They also contested a pre-
vious district commissioner’s 
jurisdictional opinion that con-
cluded that the project is ex-
empt from Act 250 land use 
review.

This week, Campbell told 
The Commons  that she be-
lieves the permit application 

by WWHT to Town Manager 
Karen Astley in December 2021 
was “fraudulent,” as was the 
Putney Development Review 
Board’s approval of  it in March 
2022.

“Steamrolled on one hand 
and stonewalled on the other 
were we,” Campbell said, add-
ing that the WWHT “plans and 
permit deserve a fair and thor-
ough review to reinstate” the 
terms “impartial,” “contigu-
ous,” and “border” “to their 
true meanings.”

She added that her attorney 
“argues there is a distinction to 
be made between Lister Dept. 
interpretation and permitting 
for land use and construction 
of  PUDs [planned unit devel-
opments],” which relates to 
whether the three lots are con-
sidered for tax purposes to be a 
single parcel or multiple, con-
tiguous parcels.

“We thank housing advocates 
and community members who 
have voiced — and continue to 
voice — their strong support 
for affordable housing in the 
community,” Bridgewater said.

The project, which is funded 
by a mix of  private equity, 
grants and loans, has gone to 
bid.

ReArch Company, Inc. of  
South Burlington has been hired 
as general contractor, and the 
architect is Vermont Integrated 
Architecture of  Middlebury. 

 Neighbors take Putney 
project protest to 
Vt. Supreme Court 
 Plainti� s contend fraudulent process 
in planned housing development  

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly.
There is a positive solution for every behavioral problem.
Aggression,
Resource Guarding, 
Reactivity, 
Separation anxiety .......and more!

CPDT-KA,   KPA-CTP,   IAABC- CDBC,   Fear Free certiied.

www.noelhoffmann.com   802 375-5560  noelh@noelhoffmann.com
Westminster, Vermont - Five minutes from Exit 5, I-91.

Noel Hoffmann Dog Training 
& Behavior Consulting

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly.
There is a positive solution for every behavioral 
problem: Aggression, Resource Guarding, 
Reactivity, Separation Anxiety...and more!

Private training in a quiet and safe environment, 
so that you can learn. Fully certified to work 
behavioral cases.

Westminster, Vermont - 5 minutes from Exit 5, I-91.
www.noelhoffmann.com • 802-375-5560
noelh@noelhoffmann.com

CPDT-KA, 
KPA-CTP, 

IAABC-CDBC
Fear Free 
Certified

Jamey Berrick introduced him-
self  as having lived in the com-
munity for 34 years, since moving 
here from Vermont’s Northeast 
Kingdom.

He noted that, though he is 
now retired, he has a background 
in construction and electrical gen-
eration, and has worked in many 
di� erent locations over the years. 
He said he’s been involved with 
various town committees, and 
considers it part of  his civic duty.

Berrick added that being pro-
active instead of  reactive in deal-
ing with issues is one of  his goals.

John Dunbar works in the 
building trades, has lived in 
Saxtons River for 50 years, and 
owns rental properties in town. 
He raised his family here and has 
served on several town commit-
tees, including as a member of  the 
Planning Commission, which will 
soon release the new town plan.

Dunbar said he has also worked 
as a teacher, is a weatheriza-
tion expert, and is part of  the 
Rockingham Development 
Group.

Bonnie North has lived in 
Rockingham for 14 years and is an 
incumbent who has served on nu-
merous local boards and commit-
tees. A journalist and publisher, 
she said she became interested in 
local politics after relocating from 
Maryland in 2010.

She is the chair of  Rockingham 
For Progress, and has served 
on the Planning Commission 
for four years, as well as on the 
Selectboard. She said that learn-
ing the “nuts and bolts” of  
running a town “has been an ed-
ucation for me.”

Deborah Wright has lived in 
Bellows Falls for 20 years and 
has been involved in local politics 
since 2011. She previously served 
on the Selectboard and was chair 
of  the Planning Commission, 
and is a current member of  the 
Bellows Falls Union High School 
Board.

Wright runs Green Mountain 
Tra�  c Control with her husband 
Cass and family, which has as 
many as 30 employees during the 
busy construction season.

Stan Telstra is the candidate 
who is newest to Vermont, hav-
ing moved to a new home near 
Saxtons River from Seattle, 
Washington, in 2019. Telstra 
brought a unique perspective 
in discussing what drew him to 
move across the country while 
looking for a new home in south-
ern Vermont and why he � nally 
decided to make Rockingham 
his home.

He was among the � rst to note 
that the numerous walking, hik-
ing, and biking opportunities 
in the town and its villages was 
a powerful draw for both resi-
dents and visitors. He serves on 
the town’s Bike/Walk Committee, 
which helps develop trails in the 
community.

The moderator, Steve Crofter, 
asked two questions that the can-
didates had received in advance.

The first addressed how the 
candidates would balance keep-
ing taxes a� ordable with provid-
ing the services people wanted.

Wright made clear that, while 
she is consistently tough on bud-
gets, her vision for the town has 
always been in terms of  genera-
tions, not just a few years.

“What will the community 
look like in three generations, 
or six?” she asked. “It’s not just 
about us.”

Telstra said it was necessary to 
attract businesses, create jobs and 
grow the housing stock, which 
would help retain younger citi-
zens, and that his approach would 
be to work with the Chamber of  
Commerce.

“Everybody wants every-
thing,” North said, explaining 
the board’s dilemma, “but no-
body wants to pay for it. It’s re-
ally hard.”

North complimented Town 
Manager Scott Pickup for his 
leadership, as did other candi-
dates. North described Pickup 
as competent, experienced, and 
patient, helping guide the board 
to both “look back and ahead” 
and to ask, “Where will we be in 
one or � ve years?”

These are concerns shared by 
all small communities, Dunbar 
said, citing a need to be creative in 
� nding ways to increase revenues 
while decreasing costs.

Dunbar was the � rst to bring 
up the idea of  consolidating the 
town’s three fire departments, 
which a recent in-depth study 
done by outside consultants rec-
ommended as a way to cut costs.

Consolidation has been a sub-
ject of  debate in Rockingham 
for decades — not only the � re 
departments but alsothe town’s 
Selectboard and two village 
trustee boards.

Dunbar said he felt that im-
proving and increasing housing 
stock was the key to resolv-
ing many of  the issues facing 
the town, including attracting 
businesses.

He noted that Rockingham has 
some of  the oldest buildings in 
Windham County and that they 
are expensive to maintain and 
heat, while building new hous-
ing averages around $540,000 
per unit.

Berrick also focused on the 
need for greater cooperation 
among the town boards, and on 
the need to look closely into each 
proposed project, as there are not 
enough resources to do every-
thing. Putting needs before wants 
is vital, he said.

When asked to sum up their 
philosophy and vision for serving 
as trustees, Talstra said his was to 
serve the people.

“People are what attracted us 
to this area,” he said. We need to 
maintain the town’s “charm and 
character while attracting new 
business.”

North referred to her years of  
working on various boards “pro-
moting progressive growth” and 
getting people involved to help 
preserve the town’s “unique 
history.”

Dunbar spoke of  “always look-
ing for the data involved” when 
figuring out the difference be-
tween “perception and reality” as 
he considers projects. He added 

that Rockingham is becoming 
known for “what a good commu-
nity this is,” but cautioned that 
“past decisions to put things o�  
are being paid for now.”

Berrick declared that he was 
“not a politician,” but wanted to 
step up and serve the community.

Wright referred again to her 
comment that she works with one 
eye focused on what is good for 
the generations to come.

Several written questions from 
the audience were addressed by 
the candidates.

When asked whether they 
would reopen the recycling cen-
ter’s popular community re-
cycling building, which closed 
during Covid, most candidates 
agreed that the former location 
had not worked out. They agreed 
they would like to see one some-
where else in town, and men-
tioned similar locations in nearby 
towns that could be used.

Another pressing concern 
raised was the future of  law 
enforcement and emergency 
services.

Wright agreed that, while 
Bellows Falls has its own police 
department, rural Rockingham 
has a serious need for expanded 
police coverage.

Talstra said he has been aware 
of  the “very contentious issues” 
surrounding the police and � re 
departments and added he was 
“not sure why.” Combining � re 
departments would be one step 
in helping solve the issue, he said.

Dunbar also spoke about the 
need for consolidation and a re-
gional approach to emergency 
services as in the mutual aid ar-
rangement already being in use.

Berrick described himself  as 
“passionate about public safety,” 
and said that though Saxtons 
River has a separate contract with 
the Windham County Sheriff ’s 
Department that seems to be 
working well and Bellows Falls 
has a “capable police depart-
ment,” there needs to be an ongo-
ing conversation about this topic 
with all parts of  the town.

Fa l l s  Area  Communi ty 
Television, the local pubic access 
station, broadcast the forum live 
and has it archived at  fact8.com .

 School races 
contested 

Other contested races on the 
ballot include Rick Holloway and 
Priscilla Clough Lambert, who 
are vying for a three-year term 
as Rockingham School District 
director.

Deborah Wright is also running 
for the remaining year of  a two-
year term for school director for 
Union High School District  #27,  
as are Virginia (Ginger) Driscoll, 
former Bellows Falls Union High 
School Principal Christopher E. 
Hodsden Sr., Kim Keefe, Michael 
P. Stack, and Jason Terry.

Paul J. Obuchowski and Jason 
Terry are competing for one full 
three-year term on the board. 
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Births, deaths, and news of people  from Windham County

College news
• Annmarie Mulkey of  Strat-

ton was named to the Dean’s List for 
the fall 2023 semester at the Albany 
(N.Y.) College of  Pharmacy and Life 
Sciences.

• Paul Threewitt of  West Do-
ver was awarded the fall 2023 Dean’s 
Letter of  Commendation, which 
recognizes the outstanding academic 
achievements of  part-time under-
graduate students, at the University 
at Albany (N.Y.)

Obituaries
•  D o n a l d 

James Baldini, 
83, of  Westmin-
ster. Died at home 
on March 4, 2024, 
of  cancer. A world-
class bass player, he 
relocated to Ver-

mont after a career as a studio musi-
cian in Los Angeles. While in LA, he 
played on film and television scores 
and with the Tonight Show band, 
and toured with prominent singers 
including Frank Sinatra. Locally, he 
played with many groups including 
the Vermont Symphony and Opera 
North. He taught bass lessons at Dart-
mouth College and was an Artist-in-
Residence at Keene State College for 
more than 25 years, where he con-
ducted the jazz band and orchestra. 
He is survived by his wife, Rebecca 
Baldini. MEMORIAL INFORMATION: 
A memorial service was held March 
16 at the Keene Unitarian Universal-
ist Church. Memorial donations can 
be made to the Don Baldini music 
scholarship at Keene State College.

•  P a t r i -
c i a  A n n 
“Pat” (Lynch) 
Besserer, 80, of  
West Brattleboro. 
Died on March 12, 
2024. A wonder-
ful wife, mother, 

and sister, Pat was born in Union 
City, New Jersey, on May 28, 1943. 
After college, she married Lawrence 
“Larry” Besserer and taught elemen-
tary school until their pioneering 
spirit led them to West Brattleboro. 
There, they embraced all things Ver-
mont, starting with ownership of  the 
Vermont Maple Museum where they 
made maple syrup and homesteaded. 
Eventually they settled in their for-
ever home and raised five children. 
Throughout her life, Pat was an avid 
gardener, active knitter, and passion-
ate environmentalist. Above all, she 
was a committed educator. Pat loved 
children of  all ages and inspired their 
love of  reading, innate curiosity, and 
intellectual growth. As a devout Cath-
olic, Pat has been an active parishio-
ner of  St. Michael’s Catholic Church. 
Those who knew Pat will remember 
her kind and caring ways. As vice 
president and treasurer of  the local 
AARP chapter, Pat set up speaker 
programs and planned seasonal din-
ner parties. She always made time to 
listen and was forever eager to help. 
Pat instilled her values in her family 
who are actively committed to mak-
ing a positive impact on the world in 
various capacities such as educators 
and medical professionals. Pat is sur-
vived by her husband, Larry; their five 
children (Janet, Mark, Jennifer, Mi-
chael, and David); and 10 grandchil-
dren including baby Rosalie, expected 
on March 18. Pat is also survived by 
three loving siblings, sisters Kathleen 
and Barbara, and a brother, Frankie. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A funeral 
Mass was held on March 15 at St. Mi-
chael’s Catholic Church. Donation to 
either St. Brigid’s Kitchen and Pan-
try, 47 Walnut St., Brattleboro, VT 
05301, stbrigidskitchenandpantry.
org, or Bayada Hospice, 1222 Put-
ney Rd., Brattleboro, VT 05301, 
bayada.com. To offer condolences, 
visit atamaniuk.com.

• André Victor “Andy” Du-
fresne, 77, formerly of  Putney. 
Died on March 9, 2024, following 
a period of  failing health, at Val-
ley Regional Hospital in Claremont, 

New Hampshire. 
He was born on 
August 8, 1946, 
in Hardwick to 
Norbert and Ma-
bel (Richardson) 
Dufresne. Andy 
was named after a 

blessed cousin, Brother André Bes-
sette, who was canonized into saint-
hood in October 2010 in Italy at the 
Vatican, which Andy and his sister 
Bernice attended. Andy grew up 
on the family farm in Putney and 
graduated from Brattleboro Union 
High School in 1964. Upon graduat-
ing, he entered the Navy. He served 
from 1964 to 1967 on the USS Albany 
and then the USS Yosemite, where 
he held the rank of  IC3. He was 
awarded the National Defense Ser-
vice Medal. Upon returning from the 
Navy, he moved to Claremont, where 
he worked at Holsum Bakery. It was 
there he met his wife, Virginia Cum-
mings, whom he married on June 1, 
1968. He then went to work for New 
England Telephone and its succes-
sor companies until his retirement 
in 1996. Andy was a lifetime mem-
ber of  the VFW Post 808 and Polish 
American Citizens Club. He was also a 
member of  the American Legion Post 
29 along with being a former member 
of  the Moose. Andy is survived by 
his wife of  55 years and their three 
daughters, Mabel Bertot (Michael) 
of  West Warwick, Rhode Island, and 
Kathy Webster and Mary Judd, both 
of  Claremont; grandchildren Nich-
olas, Daniel, and Rhiannon Bertot, 
Victoria and Alysha Webster, and 
Mariah Dufresne; great grandchil-
dren Allyssialyn Furtado and David 
Dufresne; sisters Bernice Taylor of  
Keene, New Hampshire, and Elaine 
Dupont of  Painesville, Ohio,;as well 
as several nieces and nephews. He 
was predeceased by his parents and 
his brother, Leopold Dufresne. ME-
MORIAL INFORMATION: A celebra-
tion of  life will be held at a later date. 
Burial will take place in Hardwick, at 
the convenience of  the family. Dona-
tions to Disabled American Veterans 

(dav.org).
•  E l l i o t t 

Ralph Free-
man, 80, died 
on March 12, 2024, 
due to complica-
tions from conges-
tive heart failure 

and Alzheimer’s disease. A longtime 
resident of  Brattleboro and Dum-
merston, Elliott was born on March 
19, 1943, to Lawrence Shaw Freeman 
and Alice Jean Freeman (neé Elliott) 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan. He was 
raised in Michigan with his older sis-
ter Janet Jean Hudak (nee Freeman). 
Their early life after their father sold 
the “Freeman Market” in Ann Arbor 
was spent managing the “MarLawn 
Resort” on the shores of  Lake Michi-
gan north of  Manistee. Summers were 
idyllic with large grass pastures, tow-
ering pine trees, and sandy beaches, 
but winters were rough. After a few 
short years, the family moved back 
to Ann Arbor. Elliott graduated from 
Ann Arbor High School in 1961 as a 
member of  the student council and 
varsity swim team, matriculated at the 
University of  Michigan to study archi-
tecture, and joined Air Force ROTC. 
Flying was Elliott’s dream so, in 1963, 
he entered the U.S. Navy flight school 
in Pensacola, Florida, and earned his 
wings as a Navy helicopter pilot in 
February 1965. His active service in-
cluded duty on the U.S.S. Randolph 
with the highly decorated Seawolves 
squadron in Vietnam, and on Op-
eration Deep Freeze in Antarctica. 
There, he flew scientists and VIPs to 
penguin rookeries, dry valleys, and 
glaciers. While serving at McMurdo 
Station, he joined some “Kiwis” and 
climbed Mt. Erebus. He also had a 
mountain in Antarctica named for 
him. Later, on leave in New Zealand, 
those same acquaintances introduced 
him to trekking. He mustered out of  
the Navy in Christ Church and took 
six months hitchhiking home through 
New Zealand, Australia, Southeast, 
and South Asia on a “road less trav-
eled,” cutting his trip short in Turkey 
after learning of  his father’s death. He 

returned home to Ann Arbor to settle 
his father’s estate, drove his teenage 
brother in a Land Rover on an ad-
venturous cross country journey to 
the West Coast for his brother to live 
with Janet and her young family, to 
renovate and eventually sell the family 
home, and to graduate with an aero-
nautical engineering degree from the 
University of  Michigan. While wait-
ing to vote in the 1972 presidential 
election near the university campus, 
he introduced himself  to the person 
in front of  him in line, Diane Larsen, 
who had just served as a Peace Corps 
Volunteer in Malaysia. They regaled 
each other with their travel stories. 
Diane and Elliott were married in 
May 1974 and moved to Granby, Con-
necticut, so Elliott could work on the 
space shuttle for United Technology. 
However, Elliott was not happy with 
working in a corporate atmosphere, so 
when Diane finished her Ph.D., and 
accepted a faculty position at UCLA, 
he was glad to leave Connecticut, and 
move to Los Angeles. While in Cali-
fornia, Elliott participated in frequent 
flying missions with the Naval Reserve 
in San Diego (and later South Wey-
mouth, Massachusetts), rising to the 
rank of  Commander, and worked with 
an entrepreneur to develop designs 
for solar greenhouses. Their first son, 
Brent, was born in the spring of  1978, 
and Elliott lovingly devoted himself  to 
the role of  stay-at-home father. The 
young family left the bustle of  south-
ern California and moved to Brattle-
boro with Diane’s appointment to the 
faculty at SIT in the summer of  1978. 
Elliott found Brattleboro a place to 
live and thrive, purchasing a pair of  
multi-unit houses on Pleasant Street, 
refurbishing the apartments, starting 
an organic garden, and pursuing an 
active recycling program (long before 
it became a common practice). Their 
second son, Gavin, was born in 1983 
in Toronto, Canada. Shortly thereaf-
ter the family moved to their “forever 
home” in West Dummerston. In addi-
tion to caring for the house, vegetable 
garden, pool, and kids, Elliott and the 
boys joined Diane on international 
travels to Italy, Spain, Australia, New 
Zealand, Costa Rica, Japan, Mexico, 
and Peru. Elliott was engaged in ev-
erything from bird-watching to hiking 
to international travel. His interests 
included history, nature, architecture, 
environmental sustainability, sports, 
and politics. At his heart, though, 
Elliott was a loving husband and fa-
ther and nothing made him happier 
than ensuring the family had every-
thing they needed. He cherished his 
grandchildren as well and would save 
“treasures” from the forest to share 
with them. They resolve to carry on 
his sense of  decency, dry humor, in-
quisitiveness, generosity, kindness, 
and compassion. Elliott is survived 
by his wife, Diane Larsen-Freeman, 
sons Brent (Jen) and Gavin (Grace), 
grandchildren Thea, Noah, and Lu-
cia, brother Larry Freeman (Eliza-
beth) and many grand-nephews and 
grand-nieces. MEMORIAL INFORMA-
TION: A memorial service in celebra-
tion of  his life will be held at a future 
date and time to be announced by 
the funeral home. Donations to Guil-
ford Community Church, 38 Church 
Drive, Guilford, VT 05301. To offer 
condolences, visit atamaniuk.com.

• George S. 
Haynes, 80, died 
Feb. 27, 2024, sur-
rounded by his 
wife Rose and his 
children, follow-
ing a brief  illness. 
Born in Brooklyn, 

New York on May 8, 1943, and raised 
in Bay Ridge, he forever carried fond 
memories of  his childhood days grow-
ing up near Fort Hamilton and watch-
ing the ships sailing by the bay and 
soldiers marching in step. His family 
moved to North Bennington in De-
cember 1946, where they remained 
and where George and his brother 
Rick were raised. In 1961, he began 
what would become a lifelong bank-
ing career, working in the bookkeep-
ing department at Vermont Bank and 
Trust Company (now TD Bank). He 
quickly rose through the ranks, and 
by the age of  21 was named assistant 

manager. In 1967, at age 24, he be-
came a branch manager and assistant 
treasurer, becoming the youngest to 
achieve an officer’s position in the 
bank’s history. In 1977, George em-
barked on an endeavor that would 
define his style and compassion for 
the rest of  his life, helping people fi-
nancially by establishing an office of  
Consumer Credit Counseling, a non-
profit whose only concern was to help 
people manage debt without family or 
personal disaster. He initially served as 
advisory board chairman and later was 
elected to serve on the board of  direc-
tors. In 1985, he became president of  
the organization and remained in this 
position until 2008. In 1982, George 
was asked to cover the retail credit 
department in Brattleboro. While 
this was intended to be a short-term 
assignment, he remained for 10 years, 
moving to Brattleboro and making it 
his forever home. During these 10 
years, he rose through the ranks once 
again, eventually becoming senior 
vice president and chief  operating 
officer of  Vermont Mortgage Group, 
and senior vice president of  First 
Vermont Bank, both part of  what is 
now TD Bank. In 1991, George was 
approached by the search committee 
of  Brattleboro Savings & Loan and, 
on Jan. 27, 1992, he became its presi-
dent and chief  executive fficer, serving 
until his retirement on Dec. 31, 2007. 
Under his stewardship, BS&L expe-
rienced unprecedented growth and 
received numerous honors, includ-
ing two Community Bank Awards (in 
2006 in recognition of  its Community 
Person of  the Month program, and in 
2007 in recognition of  Project Feed 
the Thousands), and was the 2007 
recipient of  Vermont Businesses for 
Social Responsibility’s Small Business 
of  the Year. George was very proud 
of  the programs that he instituted 
during his tenure at BS&L, includ-
ing Community Appreciation Day, 
the Community People Award, the 
establishment of  a living wage policy 
for all employees, the commitment 
to donate 10% of  net profits to local 
organizations, and first and foremost 
the establishment of  Project Feed 
the Thousands in 1994. A stalwart of  
the Brattleboro community, George 
served on numerous boards and do-
nated his time to a number of  com-
munity organizations and services. 
George’s retirement was preceded by a 
trip to China in April 2007, sponsored 
by the UVM Asian Studies Outreach 
Program. George was invited to join 
educators and students to learn more 
about education in China, and to share 
his insights based on his commitment 
and experience with the bank branch 
at BUHS and Windham Regional Ca-
reer Center. He suddenly gained new 
perspective and realized that there 
was a whole world out there waiting 
to be explored and he wanted to be 
a part of  it. A lifelong baseball and 
sports fan, George played semi-pro 
ball as a teenager and then became 
the power-hitter for the BS&L soft-
ball team where he helped the team 
win two championships. One of  the 
main joys of  his life was traveling 
around the country and Canada, vis-
iting ball fields with his son George 
Jr. Although they did not make it to 
all 32 parks, they shared some spe-
cial memories in the quest. He was, 
of  course, thrilled to see his beloved 
Red Sox win the World Champion-
ship in 2004, and several more times 
thereafter. On March 9, 2010, in St 
Augustine, Florida, George married 
Rose (Robertson) Cavanagh, the love 
of  his life and forever soulmate. To-
gether, they traveled the world and 
shared many wonderful adventures. 
His 70th birthday was spent in Bora 
Bora in an overwater bungalow in the 
lagoon. In addition to their interna-
tional travels, George and Rose were 
proud to say that they had visited ev-
ery state, taking two extended cross-
country road trips in 2012 and 2015. 
Rose was his companion and partner 
and they built a beautiful life together. 
They made a point to spend time with 
family, including with his daughter 
Tiffany Finck-Haynes in Washing-
ton, D.C., and his son George and 
family in Cambridge, New York. He 
embraced Rose’s entire family, be-
coming a father to Rose’s four chil-
dren, and was a beloved Pop-Pop and 
Grampa George to his many grand-
children and step-grandchildren. 
George is survived by his wife Rose; 
his children Robin Haynes Gardner, 
George Spencer Haynes Jr. (Eileen), 
Tiffany Finck-Haynes (Jorge Agui-
lar), and Spencer Haynes; and Me-
lissa Cavanagh, Stephanie Cavanagh, 
Jessica Doleszny (John), and Gregory 
Cavanagh (Starr Bruce), along with 
many, many grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. He is also survived by 
his brother Rick Haynes (Sue); and 
by George Jr., and Robin’s mother, 
Leona Center. A man who truly em-
braced his extended family, he is also 
survived by his mother-in-law, Irma 
Robertson, along with many, many 
members of  both the Robertson and 
Cavanagh families. He was prede-
ceased by his father Spencer Haynes 
and his treasured mother Roberta 
Stultz Haynes. George was confi-
dent, courageous, intelligent, gener-
ous, and funny. He had nicknames 
for everyone. He could be very firm 
in his opinions and he loved a good 
debate. Even until his death, he lived 
his life on his own terms. His family, 
his dear friends, and the entire Brat-
tleboro Community mourn his loss 
but will cherish many fond memories 

forever. MEMORIAL INFORMATION: 
A celebration of  George’s life will 
be held at the VFW on Black Moun-
tain Road in Brattleboro on Saturday, 
March 23, beginning at 2 p.m. His 
family invites everyone who knew 
and loved George to join them for 
light refreshments, fellowship, and 
the sharing of  stories and memories. 
Donations to Project Feed the Thou-
sands, a nonprofit whose sole goal is to 
provide food for local families. Along 
with Rose, George remained active 
in Project Feed from its inception in 
1994 until 2024. He was very proud 
that, through his efforts and the ef-
forts of  the board and staff, they were 
able to serve (and continue to serve) 
thousands upon thousands of  fami-
lies. Checks can be mailed to Project 
Feed the Thousands, in care of  802 
Credit Union, P.O. Box 8366, Brat-
tleboro, VT 05304; or gofundme/f/
project-feed-the-thousands-2023.

• Phyllis M. 
Gigante, 76, of  
Brattleboro, for-
merly of  Ypsilanti, 
Michigan. Died 
March 9, 2024. 
Phyllis was born 
on Aug. 2, 1947, 

in Brooklyn, New York, the daugh-
ter of  the late Michael and Candida 
(Santomauro) Gigante. Phyllis was a 
child care specialist at Early Educa-
tional Services in Brattleboro for 10 
years. Prior to that, she was librarian 
for the Lincoln Consolidated Schools 
in Ypsilanti, Michigan, for 30 years, 
where she was affectionately known as 
“Mom.” Phyllis was known to be one 
of  most kind, giving, and generous 
people you could know. She delivered 
food and medicine in Brattleboro dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic and had 
been chosen to be the first recipient 
of  the “Heroes of  West Brattleboro,” 
which will be awarded this summer. 
She enjoyed knitting, sewing, cooking, 
and spending time with her family and 
friends. Surviving are her loving chil-
dren Donna (Dana) Greiner and Mi-
chael (Michelle) VanArman; brother 
Michael Gigante; grandchildren Sa-
mantha (Patrick) Mackay, Noah Jack-
son, Gabriel Jackson, Katelyn Greiner, 
Kimberly Greiner, Miranda VanAr-
man, and Meadow VanArman; and 
great-grandchildren Melody, Jamison, 
and Charlee. MEMORIAL INFORMA-
TION: There will be a celebration of  
Phyllis’s life scheduled at a later date 
in Michigan and Vermont.

• Raymond 
Harold Greg-
ory Jr., 81, of  
Grafton.  Died 
peacefully at his 
home on Feb. 24, 
2024.  Born on 
March 15, 1942, 

in Bellows Falls, to Cynthia (Palmer) 
and Raymond Harold Gregory Sr., he 
was the oldest of  two children. His 
brother John Gregory and Raymond 
have both been lifetime residents of  
Grafton. Raymond attended Grafton 
Elementary School and then gradu-
ated from Leland & Gray Seminary 
High School in Townshend in 1960. 
He enjoyed playing his favorite sport 
of  baseball in elementary school and 
high school and then continued play-
ing for years for the Grafton baseball 
team. He also played softball. Ray-
mond worked for Wilson and Law-
rence as a laborer on tennis courts 
before entering the Army in 1964. 
He received an honorable discharge 
in 1966. He returned to his home af-
terward and went back to work with 
Wilson and Lawrence. Raymond left 
there in 1973 to work for the Wind-
ham Foundation, from which he re-
tired in 2009. Raymond was a member 
of  the American Legion for 57 years, 
the Bellows Falls Moose Club for 35 
years, and a lifetime member of  the 
NRA. He was an avid reader of  all 
kinds of  books, especially the history 
of  different wars. He enjoyed his trips 
to Boston for Red Sox games and trips 
to Maine for vacations with his wife, 
Eileen. Raymond had many lifetime 
friends, and enjoyed fishing with his 
friends from Michigan and in Maine. 
Raymond also liked hunting locally in 
Vermont. Raymond loved his dogs 
and cats; he would tell stories of  how 
his dog Merlin would hear the truck 
start up and he was ready to go, and 
he would ride around to different 
jobs with him during the day. He was 
well known around the community 
for helping anyone that needed help 
with their firewood for the winter. 
Raymond leaves his brother, John 
Gregory and his wife Linda (Fisher) 
of  Grafton, and nephews John Greg-
ory Jr. and Jamie Gregory. He was pre-
deceased by his parents and his wife, 
Eileen (Pinkley) Gregory. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: A service will be held 
at a later date. Donations in his mem-
ory to either Grafton Cares, P.O. Box 
134, Grafton, VT 05146, Windham 
County Humane Society, P.O. Box 
397, Brattleboro, VT 05302, or any 
VFW post.

•  M a r y  B . 
Griswold, 91, 
of  Bellows Falls. 
Died March 5, 
2024. Mrs. Gris-
wold was born on 
March 25, 1932, in 
Bellows Falls, the 

daughter of  John and Nora (Gorman) 
Barry. She was the granddaughter of  
Irish immigrants, a heritage of  which 
she was very proud. She attended St. 
Charles Parochial School in Bellows 
Falls and graduated from Bellows Falls 

High School in 1950. Following grad-
uation, she was worked for the state of  
Vermont as a secretary and dispatcher 
for the Vermont State Police. She left 
the workforce to raise her children. 
When they entered school, she worked 
as a Title I Aide at St. Charles School. 
When the school closed in 1970, she 
worked as secretary and bookkeeper 
by the Windham Northeast Supervi-
sory Union, a position she held for 25 
years. Upon retiring, she worked as 
secretary for St. Charles Church. She 
was a volunteer at local blood drives 
for the American Red Cross, a bal-
lot clerk for the Town of  Rocking-
ham/Village of  Bellows Falls, and a 
corporator for Greater Rockingham 
Area Services. She spent the happiest 
times at family gatherings, especially 
vacations in Maine. Her children and 
grandchildren were a great source of  
joy and pride. On April 16, 1955, she 
married Clayton Griswold, who died 
in 2013. She is survived by daughters 
Karen Brown and husband Charles of  
Burlington, and Mary-Jo Mumford 
and husband Walter of  Underhill; 
grandchildren Amy Veilleux and part-
ner Eric Gregorek of  Milton, Christo-
pher Brown and husband Rick Pingert 
of  South Burlington, Anna Mumford 
and husband Jon Kennedy of  Ver-
gennes, Kaylee Mumford and her 
husband Jason Hartman of  Under-
hill, and Andrew Mumford and wife 
Alison of  Grantham, New Hamp-
shire; and great-grandchildren Liam, 
Carter, Geoffrey, Nora, and Maeve. 
She was predeceased by her parents, 
her daughter Noreen Ann, and her 
brother John. MEMORIAL INFOR-
MATION: A funeral Mass was held on 
March 16 at St. Charles Church, fol-
lowed by burial at St. Charles Cem-
etery in Westminster. Donation to 
Kurn Hattin Homes, P.O. Box 127, 
Westminster, VT 05158.

• Kathi Re-
naud, 91, died 
p e a c e f u l l y  o n 
March 2, 2024, 
with family at her 
side. Born on Oct. 
31, 1932, to Gott-
fried Kohli and 

Frieda (Hofer) Kohli in Häutligen, 
Switzerland, she grew up on her fam-
ily’s farm with her three older sib-
lings, Verrena (Vreni) Bartschi, Hans 
(Johnny) Kohli, and Daniel (Dan) 
Kohli. At 15 1/2, after graduating 
school in Switzerland, Kathi moved 
to the French part of  Switzerland 
where she learned French. After about 
a year, Kathi went to business school 
in Bern, Switzerland. At 19, she went 
to London and, after a year in Eng-
land, Kathi left for Canada. She lived 
in Montreal for a number of  years, 
working for a family and, later, for 
Swiss Bank Corporation. At 23, Kathi 
met her future husband, Romeo Ren-
aud, who was on a fishing trip at Lake 
Memphremagog. About a year later, 
in 1956, Kathi and Romeo moved to 
Brattleboro and got married at St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church. Kathi and 
Romeo later built their house in Hins-
dale, New Hampshire, in 1966, where 
they raised their family. Kathi was a 
loving wife and mother to her two 
children, Audrey Renaud and God-
frey Renaud. Kathi was grandmother 
(Grossi) to her three grandchildren, 
Rachel Hill, Logan Turner-Renaud, 
and Cooper Turner-Renaud. She was 
a loving person and was loved deeply 
by her family and friends. She enjoyed 
travel, was adventurous, beyond car-
ing & nurturing, strong, hardworking, 
and truly the matriarch of  her family. 
At 91, Kathi was very active and often 
gathered her remaining family around 
her table with her deliciously cooked 
homemade meals. Not one dinner 
passed without her saying, “If  you 
leave the table hungry, it’s your own 
fault.” Her family can confidently 
say they always left the table with full 
bellies and love in their hearts. Kathi 
will be sorely missed by her family 
and friends and now rests peacefully 
reunited with many of  her family 
and friends. MEMORIAL INFORMA-
TION: A funeral Mass will be held on 
Saturday, March 23, at 10:30 a.m., 
at St. Michael’s Catholic Church in 
Brattleboro. Burial will follow in St. 
Michael’s Cemetery, where she will be 
laid to rest beside her husband. Do-
nations to St. Brigid’s Kitchen and 
Pantry, 47 Walnut St., Brattleboro, 
VT 05301. To offer condolences, visit 
atamaniuk.com.

• Jane Ann Walker, 92, for-
merly of  Brattleboro. Died March 8, 
2024, in Concord, New Hampshire. 
Born on Feb. 19, 1932, Jane was em-
ployed by the Holstein Association 
USA for her entire career. After re-
tiring, she happily volunteered at the 
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital Gift 
Shop for many years. Jane enjoyed 
gardening and the many trips that she 
took after retirement. She was a mem-
ber of  The Order of  the Eastern Star, 
Vermont Grand Chapter, and The La-
dies Shrine. Jane was predeceased by 
her husband, Irving M. Walker, and 
her stepdaughter Brenda E. Walker. 
Jane leaves her stepdaughters, Carol 
Walker Dumont, Theresa Beaudry, 
and Susan Shaw; seven grandchildren 
,and four great-grandchildren. She 
also leaves a niece, Lorinda Gilbert; 
a great-niece and great-great-niece, 
and a nephew, Ian Graham. Jane’s 
beloved sister, Virginia D. Graham, 
died just two days before Jane. The 
sisters spent much time together in 
their final months, living in the same 
community in Concord. MEMORIAL 
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INFORMATION:  A private burial will 
take place at Meeting House Hill 
Cemetery in Brattleboro. Donations 
to the Shriners Hospital for Chil-
dren, 516 Carew St., Spring� eld, MA 
10014. To offer condolences, visit 
foleyfuneralhome.com .

• Louise Jea-
nette “Lucky” 
Woodlock, 85, 
 of  Marlboro. Died 
March 7, 2024, in 
the comfort of  
home with her el-
dest daughter at 

her side. Lucky was born in Revere, 
Massachusetts, on Nov. 17, 1938, the 
daughter of  Fred and Dorothy (Per-
kins) Collar. She was raised on Revere 
Beach and was a graduate of  Revere 
High School. In the late 1960s, she 
took a vacation that brought her to 
Higley Hill in Marlboro, where she 
stayed at a country inn operated by 
Alice “Grandma” Whitney and fam-
ily. It was a life-changing trip. She 
would soon make Marlboro her new 
home. On Oct. 18, 1969, at Our Lady 
of  Hope Parish in Wardsboro, she 
married Edmund “Woody” Wood-
lock. They spent nearly 50 years to-
gether prior to his death on Aug. 25, 
2019. Together, they built their own 
log home with the help of  family and 
friends. With her husband, she owned 
and operated The Berry Shed Sugar 
House, a berry farm in Marlboro. In 
conjunction with running the farm, 
Lucky was the assistant nursery school 
teacher at the Marlboro Meetinghouse 
School from 1983 to 1990. Lucky’s 
young students honored her playful 
nature by referring to her as “The 
Big Kid.” She will be remembered 
fondly for her elaborate extended-day 
rodeos. Gifted with a beautiful sing-
ing voice, Lucky played guitar and ran 
sing-a-longs for the Horizon Inn in 
Marlboro for many years. Along with 
playing the guitar, she also played the 
accordion, banjo, tin whistle and sev-
eral other instruments. Lucky loved 
John Denver’s music, old Western 
movies, canoeing with her husband, 
and animals. Survivors include her 
daughters Danielle Marie “Dani” 
Woodlock of  Marlboro and Teresa 
Dorothy Woodlock of  Brattleboro; 
Melody “Little Sister” Squires of  
Guilford; brothers-in-law John Wood-
lock of  Norwell, Massachusetts, and 
Gerard Woodlock (Bernice) of  West 
Bridgewater, Massachusetts; sister-
in-law Ellen O’Connell (Timothy) 
of  Norton, Massachusetts, and � rst 
cousin Barbara Oliver (Victor) of  
Dunnellon, Florida. Additionally, she 
leaves a host of  dear friends, including 
lifelong friends Liz Averill of  Ware-
ham, Massachusetts, William Gibson 
of  Winthrop, Massachusetts, and the 
MacDougall family, originally from 
Medway, Massachusetts. She was pre-
deceased by her brother, Fred Collar. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION:  Graveside 
committal services in King Cemetery 
in Marlboro, where she will be laid to 
rest beside her beloved husband, will 
be private. Donations to Marlboro 
Cares, P.O. Box 222, Marlboro, VT 
05344. To offer condolences, visit 
atamaniuk.com . 
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site preparation. Town o�  cials 
looked into alternatives and found 
that a more cost-e� ective solution 
would be to install a secondary 
permanent water tank.

Thus, this article proposes a 
400,000-gallon tank to be in-
stalled next to the existing, larger 
one.

The loan would be at 0% in-
terest, and the town has up to 40 
years to repay the bond.

 Financial approvals 
Members will be asked to 

spend $131,698.86 through spe-
cial assessments on properties 
within the Mountain Home Park 
Special Bene� t Assessment Tax 
District.

Basically, Goodnow said, the 
town is a “pass through” for 
a loan taken out by Mountain 
Home for water and sewer work 
in 2007, adding that the loan pay-
ment was restructured subse-
quently and the payment lowered.

Members will be asked to 
spend $80,000 through special 
assessments on properties within 
the Downtown Improvement 
District, for capital and operat-
ing costs of  projects of  the town’s 
duly designated downtown orga-
nization, as re� ected in its work 
plan and budget.

This annually recurring ar-
ticle asks approval to raise 
the money through a special 
tax on properties throughout 
the Downtown Improvement 
District to fund the work of  the 
Downtown Brattleboro Alliance, 
the town’s designated downtown 
organization.

Members will also be asked to 
spend $367,810 to support 36 hu-
man service programs and facili-
ties for residents:

AIDS Project of  Southern 
Vermont, $2,000; American 
Red Cross — New Hampshire 
and Vermont Region, $3,750; 
Big Brothers Big Sisters, $7,500; 
Bonnyvale Environmental 
Education Center, $10,000; 
Boys and Girls Club, $17,000; 
Brattleboro Area Hospice, 
$7,400; Brattleboro Centre for 
Children, $5,400; Brattleboro 

Housing Partnership/Tri-Park, 
$12,000; Brattleboro Senior 
Meals, $10,000; Building a 
Positive Community (BAPC), 
$4,000.

Also, Family Garden, $2,500; 
Food Connects,  $10,000; 
Gathering Place, $5,000; Green 
Mounta in  RSVP,  $1 ,000; 
Groundworks Collaborative, 
$20,000; Health Care and 
Rehabilitation Services (HCRS), 
$10,000; Meeting Waters YMCA, 
$10,000; Out in the Open, 
$16,500; Putney Foodshelf, 
$4,260; Rich Earth Institute, 
$1,500;  Senior Solut ions, 
$6,000; Southeastern Vermont 
Community Action (SEVCA), 
$13,300; Southeast Vermont 
Transit (MooVER), $24,000.

Also, The Root Social Justice 
Center,  $25,000;  Theatre 
Adventure Jnc., $3,000; Turning 
Point, $25,000; Vermont Adult 
Learning, $2,400; Vermont 
Association for the Blind, $700; 
Vermont Center for Independent 
Living, $1,600; Vermont Family 
Network, $2,500.

Also, Windham County Dental 
Center, $15,000; Windham 
County Humane Society, $2,000; 
Windham County Safe Place 
Child Advocacy Center, $15,000; 
Windham & Windsor Housing 
Trust, $10,000; Winston Prouty 
Center, $15,000; Women’s 
Freedom Center, $17,500; 
WSESU Summer Food Program, 
$10,000; and Youth Services, 
$20,000.

Members will also decide what 
to pay Selectboard members. 
Currently, the chair receives 
$10,000 annually and board 
members each receive $8,000.

Members will also be asked 
to transfer $268,862 from the 
Unassigned General Fund bal-
ance for street paving and capital 
road improvement projects (non-
operating capital costs).

 Town seeks 4.3% 
budget increase 

Members will consider the 
proposed $22,993,830 � scal year 
2025 operating budget — an in-
crease of  $955,153, or 4.3%, over 
the current � scal year’s operat-
ing budget.

“The board believes this is a fa-
vorable budget for RTM to con-
sider and allows for expansion or 
continuance of  all services and 
to enact a full municipal mode 
for EMS and addresses a vulner-
ability in the IT area and capital 
needs plus,” Goodnow said.

Sta�  ng accounts for 44.5% of  
the total budget, and when em-
ployee bene� ts are added in, that 
rises to 61.2%.

“The town employs people, 
and those people provide services, 
and those services are what cre-
ates municipal government,” said 
Goodnow.

The proposed budget re� ects 
a 13.1% jump in salaries, or 
$1,185,322. That includes a 
Selectboard-approved 4% cost-
of-living increase and all increases 
negotiated as collective bargaining 
agreements.

Part of  the increase relates to 
the board’s decision to turn to a 
municipal delivery plan for emer-
gency medical services, thereby 
expanding the fire department 
to include six more � re� ghters 
and an EMS director and creat-
ing most of  the 38.5% increase 
in that department.

Revenue  f rom the  new 
EMS program is anticipated at 
$837,522, for a total of  $921,017 
budgeted.

Other parts of  the increase in-
clude hiring an outreach program 
specialist for the library, changing 
the town clerk’s job to full-time, 
and adding an IT manager to the 
administrator’s office. In addi-
tion, bene� ts increased by 1.3%, 
or $48,511.

Policing costs are up 23.5%, 
mostly for special equipment of  
various types.

Town clerk expenses increase 

by 7.5% in the proposed budget, 
most due to election-related costs.

Other increases will be seen in 
human services and general ser-
vices (computer and software ex-
penses), and the municipal center 
(old building maintenance), while 
some reductions can be seen in 
health insurance expenses as well 
as auxiliary services since there 
is no outside ambulance contract 
included.

The proposed budget takes 
into account increases in the 
property tax, as well as increased 
revenues from the 1% local-op-
tion rooms tax and the 1% local-
option sales tax.

The 2024 report  of  the 
Representative Town Meeting 
Finance Committee, as well as all 
articles and attendant reports for 
this year’s meeting and a video of  
this information session, can be 
found at  Brattleboro.gov .

Registered Brattleboro voters 
may attend and voice their opin-
ions, but only Town Meeting 
members may vote. 
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SEPTIC TANK SERVICE CLEANING
Commercial & Residential Septic Pumping

HOUGHTON SANITARY
SERVICE INC.

Family Owned 
for 50 years

Call 802-254-9221
Guilford Ctr. Rd. Guilford, VT

Portable Toilet Rentals
also available
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Representative Town 
Meeting members listen 
to an explanation of  a 
warrant article during an 
informational meeting at 
Academy School in West 
Brattleboro on March 13. 

 Brattleboro 
Selectboard Chair 
Ian Goodnow 
speaks while 
Town Manager 
John Potter, 
center, and 
Selectboard 
member Daniel 
Quipp, right, 
listen. 

  RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS 

District 7 Representative Town Meeting member Paula 
Melton looks over the warrant for the March 23 annual 
meeting. 

  RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS  
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SPACE
FOR RENT
You, and some 20,000 
other readers, are 
looking at Windham 
County’s best ad-
vertising value. To 
promote your busi-
ness in the next issue 
of The Commons, 
call us at (802) 246-
6397 or e-mail ads@
commonsnews.org.

Jewett
Plumbing & Heating

802-254-4963
1090 Western avenue
West brattleboro
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- complete heating systems
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At Brattleboro Hearing Center, your
hearing healthcare is our top priority.

Our Doctors of audiology keep up 
with the latest technology and our 
research-driven practices provide 
the best possible outcomes in the 

treatment of hearing loss. 
We’re proud to offer personalized, 

patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
www.BrattleboroHearing.com

Brattleboro Office: 802-254-3922
Swanzey Office: 603-354-3325 | Greenfield, MA: 413-773-5119

  Brattleboro 
Town Report is 
now available 

BRATTLEBORO — The 
annual Brattleboro Town 
Report is available for pick-up 
at the circulation desk at Brooks 
Memorial Library, 224 Main 
St., and at the Town Clerk’s 
o�  ce at the Municipal Center, 
230 Main St., Suite 108. The 
town report can also be found 
at  brattleboro.gov .

 Youth Services’ 
Summer Resource 
Calendar available 
for download 

BRATTLEBORO — Youth 
Services has once again created a 
downloadable spreadsheet of  all 
camps in Windham County as a 
service to area families.

“Our Summer Camp Listing 
gives parents and grandparents 
a listing of  all the options in one 
convenient location,” Youth 
Services Executive Director 
Russell Bradbury-Carlin said 
in a news release. “We’ve been 
doing this for years as a service 
to local families.”

Dates, age range, cost, and 
scholarship availability are 
listed, as well as contact in-
formation. Organizations who 
provided information include 
Beaver Brook Children’s School, 
Bonnyvale Environmental 
Education Center, Brattleboro 
Music School, Brattleboro 
R e c r e a t i o n  &  P a r k s 
Department, The Collaborative, 
Kroka Expeditions, Giant 
Journey  Farm,  In-S ight 
Photography Project, Meeting 
Waters YMCA, Miss Martha’s 
Creative ELP, New England 
Youth Theatre, New England 
Center for Circus Arts, The 
Putney School, River Gallery 
School, Road’s End Farm, 
Theatre Adventure, and more.

Youth Services’ Summer 
Resource Calendar is available 
online. For more information, 
call Youth Services at 802-257-
0361 or visit  youthservicesinc.
org/publications .

 Learn about home 
weatherization 
at RFPL 

BELLOWS FALLS — Two 
local experts on weatherization 
will kick off  the Rockingham 
Energy Committee’s “Home 
E n e r g y  Fo r u m ”  s e r i e s 
on Thursday, March 21, at 
6:30p.m. at the Rockingham 
Free Public Library.

“Winter in Vermont does 
not have to mean a drafty, un-
comfortable house that requires 
wearing multiple sweaters and 
uses lots of  expensive fuel to 
heat,” organizers wrote in a 
news release. “While the tra-
ditional approach to winter’s 
cold was to just put more wood 
in the stove, modern building 
science shows how we can be 
more comfortable and spend 
less on energy at the same time.

Local homeowners, land-
lords, and renters who want to 
increase their home’s comfort 
and energy efficiency should 
attend this presentation by 
two local experts on weath-
erization: John Hyslop, the 
weatherization operations man-
ager for Southeastern Vermont 
Community Action, and John 
Dunbar, a project consultant 
at Farnum Insulation in East 
Dummerston. Each will give a 
short presentation and then will 
take questions.

Hyslop will address options 
for low-income residents, while 
Dunbar will address available 
weatherization rebates and low-
interest loans, and both can dis-
cuss the pros and cons of  spray 
foam insulation.

They will also explain how 
getting a “home energy audit” 
will create a strategy for weath-
erizing homes, which is done 
primarily with air sealing, in-
sulation, moisture control, and 
ventilation.

This event is free. Contact 
R o c k i n g h a m  E n e r g y 
Commit t ee  Cha i r  Pe te r 
Bergstrom at 802-444-1860 or 
rockinghamvtenergy@gmail.
com  for more information.

 Rabies clinic in 
Wardsboro 

WARDSBORO — The 
Wardsboro Town Office will 
sponsor a pet vaccination clinic 
at the o�  ce of  the Town Clerk 
on Saturday, March 23, from 
10 a.m. to noon. Dr. Miles A. 
Powers of  East Dover will be 
vaccinating both dogs and cats. 
This clinic is open to any dog or 
cat owner.

Fees will be $15 for rabies 
and $25 for a distemper-com-
plex vaccine for either a dog 
or cat, or $35 for both vaccina-
tions. Dogs must be on leashes 
and cats must be in carriers. For 
information, call 802-348-7918.

 Easter Egg Hunt 
at Valley Cares 

TOWNSHEND — Valley 
Cares invites everyone to an 
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
March 23, at 10 a.m in the liv-
ing room at West River Valley 
Assisted Living, 461 Grafton 
Rd.

This event is indoors, orga-
nizers said, “because you never 
know what sort of  weather to 
expect on a morning in March.” 
Egg hunters should bring their 
own basket or bag. To RSVP, 
or for more information, email 
cpotterearle@valleycares.org .

 Crockpot bu� et 
supper in 
Bellows Falls 

BELLOWS FALLS — The 
United Church of  Bellows Falls, 
8 School St., will host a crockpot 
bu� et supper with a variety of  
entrees on Saturday, March 23, 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Tickets are $12 for adults, $6 
for children 6-12, and free for 
children under 6. Included with 
the meal is a salad bar, bread, 
beverages, and dessert. Gluten-
free and vegetarian choices will 
also be available. The building 
is accessible to all. Enter from 
the back.

 Egg-decorating party 
in West Dummerston 

WEST DUMMERSTON — 
The Dummerston Community 
Center, 150 West St., is holding 
their annual Egg Decorating 
Party on Sunday, March 24, 
from 2 to 4 p.m. The cost is $5 
per dozen of  hard-boiled eggs, 
or $1/each for blown-out eggs.

Call 802-380-1424 by Friday, 
March 22, with the type and 
quantity of  eggs. All materi-
als are included (dye, stickers, 
paint, ribbons, beads, glitter, 
and more.) This event is for 
kids and adults, and all money 
raised will go to the Community 
Center Playground Fund.

 Annual soup fest, 
auction bene� ts 
historical society 

N E W F A N E  —  T h e 
Historical Society of  Windham 
County’s eighth annual Soup 
Fest and Silent Auction will be 
held on Sunday, March 24, at 
the NewBrook Fire Station on 
Route 30. The event will help 
raise funds for the society’s 
West River Railroad Museum 
and the new Windham County 
Museum to be housed in the 
1825 Windham County Jail 
Building.

Sample homemade soups 
from these restaurants and res-
taurateurs “up the gauge” of  
the West River Railroad, from 
Brattleboro to Londonderry, 
including Whetstone Station, 
Bratt leboro;  Jon Jul ian, 
Williamsville; The Newfane 
Market; Harmonyville Store, 
Townshend;  West  River 
Community Project, West 
Townshend; West Wardsboro 
Store; West River Provisions, 
Jamaica; Family Kitchen & 
Pizzeria, Winhall; and The New 
American Grill, Londonderry.

Doors open at 4 p.m., with 
a suggested donation of  $5 to 
$10. Bidding and the 50/50 
ra�  e open at 4 p.m. and end at 
5:30 p.m. Soup and bread will 
be served at 5:30 p.m., with 
desserts to follow. Contact 802-
365-4517,  info@historicalsociet
yofwindhamcounty.org , or visit 
historicalsocietyofwindhamcoun
ty.org  for more info.

 Senior meal in 
Dummerston 

D U M M E R S T O N  — 
Evening Star Grange and Senior 
Solutions will present their next 
Senior Lunch on Wednesday, 
March 27, with take-outs avail-
able between 11:30 a.m. and 
1 p.m., and in-house meals 
served at noon. The menu will 
be stu� ed shells, green salad, 
and garlic bread, with banana 
bread for dessert.

Reservations are strongly 
suggested so that they make 
enough food. Call the Grange at 
802-254-1138 and leave name, 
phone number, the number of  
meals, and whether they are for 
eating in or taking out. A do-
nation of  $3 for those 60 and 
above and $4 for the younger 
folks is suggested.

 Free produce 
distribution in Putney 

PUTNEY — The Vermont 
Foodbank and the Putney 
Foodshel f  co-sponsor  a 
monthly food drop of  free 
produce and some nonperish-
ables on the fourth Thursday 
of  every month, from 9 to 9:45 
a.m., on Alice Holway drive (in 
front of  Putney Meadows, the 
white building across from the 
Putney Co-op and the Putney 
Fire Station.)

All are welcome. This is a 
drive-up service; Bags pro-
vided. The next monthly food 
drop is Thursday, March 28, 
9:00-9:45 am.

 Putney Farmers 
Market seeks vendors 

P U T N E Y  —  P u t n e y 
Farmers Market, located on 
Carol Brown Way, is seeking 
vendors of  all kinds. Summer 
2024 applications are available 
at  putneyfarmersmarket.org , 
or contact the market man-
ager at  putneyfarmersmarket@
gmail.com . 

A R O U N D  T H E  T O W N S

185 Grafton Rd, Townshend, VT
gracecottage.org • 802-365-4331

New Patients Welcome
On-site Lab, X-ray, CT scanner, & Pharmacy
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with Compassion & Convenience

Transcribing, Editing 
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802-257-7475
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 M O N T P E L I E R — T h e 
Community College of  Vermont 
(CCV) has partnered with 
the American Association of  
Community Colleges (AACC) 
and Microsoft to deliver a free cy-
ber skills course for Vermonters. 
The course is made possible by a 
grant from AACC and Microsoft, 
and funding is available on a � rst-
come, � rst-served basis.

T h e  o n e - c r e d i t  c l a s s , 
Foundations of  Information 
Security, will be o� ered in a Flex 
format, meaning students can 
participate remotely and at their 
own pace. Students will examine 
the issues of  online threats, build 
cyber awareness, and learn per-
sonal and professional strategies 
for reducing vulnerabilities.

The three-year Cyber Skills for 
All: Community Colleges Lead 
the Way grant aims to encourage 
economic development through a 
focus on cybersecurity pathways 
at community colleges. AACC 
received numerous applications 
from community colleges across 
the country, and applications 
were reviewed by workforce and 
economic development experts 
along with Microsoft sta� . CCV 
was one of  just 14 institutions se-
lected for funding.

“As technology evolves, cy-
ber skills have never been more 
important in the workplace, and 
CCV looks forward to expanding 
and promoting cybersecurity ed-
ucation and IT programming to 
better meet Vermont’s workforce 
needs,” Nicole Stetson, CCV as-
sociate academic dean, said in a 
news release.

Students can register now 
through July 5, and the course 
runs through Aug. 12. Learn 
more and apply at  ccv.edu/apply . 

 CCV o� ers 
free cyber 
skills course  

indigenous history, history and 
memory, drugs and drug tra�  ck-
ing, and modern Mexican history.

Her newest teaching project 
is an interdisciplinary immigra-
tion justice program and course 
sequence.

This event is free to the public, 
but a $10 donation is suggested. 
Registration is encouraged at 
WWACmigration.eventbrite.com . 
A Zoom link is available upon 
registering for those unable to 
attend in person. 

 WWAC talk looks at migration 
from Central America  

 BRATTLEBORO—The mul-
tiple factors that have driven a 
migrant exodus from Central 
America over the past 10 years 
will be considered at Windham 
World A� airs Council’s talk with 
Latin America expert Dr. Sarah 
Osten on Thursday, March 21, 
at 6:30 p.m. at 118 Elliot, 118 
Elliot St.

The event is co-sponsored by 
the Community Asylum Seekers 
Project (CASP). Executive 
Director Liv Berelson describes 
CASP as “a nonpro� t founded in 
2016 that supports asylum seek-
ers in the Brattleboro area. We 
provide lodging, food, health-
care, employment placement, 
and legal support to newly ar-
rived asylum seekers. More than 
half  of  CASP’s clients are from 
the Northern Triangle region.”

According to Berelson, a for-
mer student of  Osten, “Sarah 
deeply understands the complex 
and interwoven factors behind 
why people from this region are 
seeking asylum in and migrating 
to the U.S., and the U.S.’s role in 
creating these factors.”

Homemade empanadas will be 
available made by a CASP client 
who came from Honduras with 
her two children several years 
ago. She hopes to one day have 
her own restaurant or food truck, 
and enjoys cooking and baking.

To explore why so many peo-
ple in the Northern Triangle re-
gion of  El Salvador, Guatemala, 
and Honduras have chosen to � ee 
to the U.S., this talk examines 

long-term political and social his-
tories of  the region, which have 
included U.S. interventionism, 
and the long-term social, po-
litical, and economic legacies of  
violent Cold War conflicts that 
Central Americans are still liv-
ing with today.

Among others, these include 
the e� ectively unchecked spread 
of  organized crime and street 
gangs in the region, themselves 
the products of  an earlier migrant 
exodus to the U.S., and then a 
mass deportation.

Osten is a historian of  Latin 
America and an associate profes-
sor at the University of  Vermont, 
specializing in 20th-century 
Mexico. She is the director of  
graduate studies in the UVM his-
tory department, as well as the 
director of  the Latin American 
and Caribbean Studies program. 
In recent years she has served as 
a Spanish-English interpreter for 
detained asylum seekers as well as 
a Mexico country conditions ex-
pert for asylum cases. She holds a 
doctorate in history and a master’s 
in Latin American and Caribbean 
Studies, both from the University 
of  Chicago. Her bachelor’s degree 
is from Brown University.

As the sole historian of  Latin 
America at UVM, Osten teaches 
on a variety of  Latin American 
topics and countries, from the 
ancient world to the present. In 
addition to introductory courses 
on Latin American history, she 
teaches courses on topics includ-
ing revolutions, authoritarianism, 

I n computing, turn-
ing the obvious into 

the useful is a living 
de� nition of  the word 
“frustration.”

—ALAN PERLIS
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DOROTHY 
GROVER-
READ ’s culinary 
talents can be found 
on her blog “The 

New Vintage Kitchen” 
( vintagekitchen.org ), billed 
as “[a] Vermont innkeeper’s 
collection of classics reimag-
ined for today’s kitchen,” 
from which this week’s reci-
pes have been gleaned. Her 
column has regularly ap-
peared in  The Commons’
Food & Drink and other 
special sections for years. 

FRAN 
LYNGGAARD 
HANSEN  contributes 
frequently to the pages 
of  The Commons.  This 

piece originally appeared in the 
March 23, 2011 issue. 
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 The wild 
taste of 
spring! 
 Fiddlehead ferns are a 
ritual in the Northeast, 
and with a fl eeting season, 
you have to be quick  
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   I SMELL MAPLE SYRUP  in the air 
and travel back to the kitchen of  
Grandma and Grandpa John. I 
am 12.

 Daddy has brought them the � rst 
taste of  maple syrup from Hazelton’s 
Orchard. Grandma has promised to 
make sugar cakes with me.

Grandma heats the syrup in her cast 
iron pot. She shows me a long-han-
dled wooden spoon, and she asks if  
I remember how to tell whether the 
syrup is hot enough for candy. She lifts 
the spoon through the hazy fog above 
the amber liquid and asks me whether 

I can see the syrup sheet.
When the sweet, thick syrup be-

gins to boil and bubble toward the top 
of  the pot, I know it will boil over. I 
begin to shift my weight from foot to 
foot and � dget with my hands.

Grandma is so calm. She smiles at 
me. I watch the liquid rise, and sud-
denly, about an inch from the top 
of  the pan, the bubbles drop to the 
bottom.

I look at Grandma, confused.
“Butter,” she says.
I remember. Before she boils the 

syrup, she coats the top of  the pot 
with a thin rim of  butter. When the 
hot syrup reaches the top area, the 
butter reacts, and the liquid quickly 
settles down.

Grandma tells me that in the Bible 
it says to use oil to calm troubled wa-
ters. That’s why she knows about the 

butter.
Grandma pours all that heavenly 

syrup into her mother’s yellow mix-
ing bowl. On another day it will be the 
Cry Baby Cookie bowl, or the Swedish 
Co� ee Bread bowl, or the Oatmeal 
Banana Mu�  n bowl. (It’s never the 
tomato canning bowl. It’s never the 
pickle-making bowl or the bean soak-
ing bowl, either.)

She hands me the metal beaters. 
I’m allowed to beat the syrup un-
til it’s whipped. The two metal beat-
ers dance around each other, sending 
bubbles across the bowl. It’s a sea of  

 Bellows Falls

   FROM MY  youngest child-
hood days, I remember 
foraging for � ddlehead 
ferns with my Uncle 

Leonard, a great forager of  
wild native foods. Heading out 
to the woods with him and my 
Aunt Mary was always a treat; 
she searched for antique bottles 
around old cellar holes, while 
he turned his attention to wild 
foods.

 In the spring, Uncle Leonard 
gathered � ddleheads along with 
the fragrant ramps (wild leeks) 
that grew in great abundance 
and, when we were lucky, morel 
mushrooms.

Fiddleheads appear for only a 
few weeks. Before they become 
the beautiful fronds of  the os-
trich ferns that green our wood-
lands, they can grace your table. 
They are delicious, extremely 
nutritious, and unlike any other 
green.

My uncle called ramps “wild 
leeks,” but others call them 
“wild garlic,” because of  their 
strong smell. They are delicious 
sautéed in butter and served 
with potatoes. We love them.

 I  USUALLY GET  my � ddleheads 
at the farmstand these days or 
from the forager who sells them 
from his truck parked on the 
side of  the road. They can be a 
springtime delicacy, but you ab-
solutely have to prep them cor-
rectly, or you will never take a 
second bite. 

Fiddleheads need to be 
soaked to remove their dried 
brown scales, then blanched 
to remove the extremely bitter 
tannins. The blanching water 
will turn English Breakfast Tea 
dark brown when you are � n-
ished, and that means the bit-
terness has been removed. Cook 
them quickly after that, a sim-
ple sauté or warming in a dish 
like this pasta.  (See sidebar.)

A bit tedious, yes, but not 
di�  cult.

 D ON’T WORRY,  there are 
substitutions. 

If  the season is over for you, 
or if  you don’t have them in 

your area, substitute chopped 
asparagus for the � ddleheads 
and another leek for the ramps, 
adding a couple of  cloves of  
garlic. The dish won’t taste 
quite the same, but it will still 
be delicious.

Put the pasta water on to 
boil, and you will be almost 
there

 C O L U M N   | Memorable Meals

This dish takes a bit of  prep, 
but after the � ddleheads are 
blanched, it can happen in the 
time it takes the pasta to cook. 
I usually prep a big mess of  
� ddleheads and use them over 
the next few days on multiple 
dishes — then making it would 
be much less work.

If  you want to make this dish 
vegetarian, simply omit the 
anchovies.

 Spring Supper 
of Penne with 
Fiddleheads 
and Ramps 
▶  1 leek, white and light-to-me-

dium green, sliced 
▶  1 bunch (10 ounces) of ramps 
▶   ¼ cup extra virgin olive oil 
▶  6 anchovy filets, minced 
▶  2 medium-sized tomatoes, 

chopped 
▶  2 cups prepared fiddlehead ferns 
▶  Juice and zest of 1 lemon 
▶  12 oz. brown rice or whole wheat 

penne or pasta of choice 
▶   ⅓  cup Parmesan cheese, freshly 

grated 
▶  ¼ cup chopped hazelnuts for a 

little crunch 
Put the water on to boil for 

the pasta and to blanch the 
ramp leaves.

Cut the bulbs from the ramps 
and dice them. Set the tops 
aside.

Slice the white and most of  
the green of  the leeks, leav-
ing only the darkest, toughest 

leaves. They are often quite 
dirty, so give them a good wash 
once they are cut. Chop the to-
mato and mince the anchovies.

Once the water is boiling, salt 
it and add the ramp tops and 
blanch them for 10 seconds, no 
more, only until you have soft-
ened them and the green color 
has set. Put them in a food pro-
cessor, and immediately add the 
pasta to the same water.

Meanwhile, in a large skillet, 
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This dish takes a bit of  prep, but after the � ddleheads are blanched, it happens in the time it takes the pasta to cook. 

 Maple memories 
 Making maple candy in Grandma’s kitchen  

■ SEE FIDDLEHEADS, B2

■ SEE MAPLE CANDY, B2
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heat the olive oil over medium 
and add the leeks, ramp bulbs, 
and anchovies. Sauté until the 
leeks are soft and anchovies 
have just about disappeared. 
Toss in the tomatoes and the 
� ddleheads and let cook until 
these are warmed through. Shut 
o�  the heat.

Pulse the ramp tops in the 
food processor and add the 
lemon juice and zest and the 
purée. Add that to the pot of  
vegetables and mix well.

If  you do not have a food 
processor, very � nely mince 
the leaves, or pulverize them 
with a mortar and pestle. Then 
combine the leaves with the 
vegetables.

Once the pasta is cooked, re-
serve 1 cup of  the water and 
drain. Add to the rest of  the in-
gredients along with  ⅓  cup or 
so of  the pasta water, and  ⅓  cup 
grated Parmesan cheese.

Combine everything well, 
and add a bit more water if  you 

think it needs it.
Place on a large platter and 

top with a drizzle more of  ol-
ive oil, the nuts, a bit of  parsley 
if  you have it, and a little more 
Parmesan. The wild taste of  
spring!

Any leftovers of  this dish 
can easily be transformed into 
a pasta salad. Just add your fa-
vorite vinaigrette, mix it well, 
and enjoy on a bed of  lettuce. 
Fantastic! 

these candies will be for me; I 
know Grandma won’t mind if  I 
try to make the candy round.

Grandma bends low and asks 
me whether I want walnuts in 
mine. I do. She lets me drop a 
big, fat, chunky walnut meat 
into my � rst candy. I help form 
six more candies, and Grandma 
says she’ll do the rest.

It’s hard to wait for the candy 
to set up. I spend the time tell-
ing Grandpa John every detail 
of  candy making. We sit on the 
worn-out sofa. He is amazed at 
my story.

“Tell me the part about the 
magic Bible butter again,” he 
teases with a wink.

Before I leave, Grandma gives 
me a little package with my can-
dies stacked tall inside waxed 
paper and folded up like a sand-
wich. Grandma gives Daddy the 
little red tin.

“What will the minister get?” 
I wonder.

 Maple Sugar Candy 
Most of  the higher grade 

syrup is made at the begin-
ning of  the maple sugar sea-
son. The darker syrup comes 
later. Because the lighter shade 
of  maple is more expensive 
and considered (at least by my 
grandmother) more “delicate,” 
she made her candy out of  the 
darker syrup.

In the days of  my youth 
in the early 1960s, Grandma 
Russell still used her manual 
egg beaters to whip the syrup. 
These days, you can use an elec-
tric mixer, or let the kids try out 
the oldfashioned way of  get-
ting the job done and wear out 
a little of  their energy in the 
process.

2 cups of  dark maple syrup
1 Tbsp. butter, plus addi-

tional butter to rim the pan

Walnut meats, chopped if  
desired

Before putting the maple 
syrup in the pan, rim the pan 
with real butter. This will keep 
the liquid from boiling over the 
rim of  the pan when it begins 
to boil.

Place the pan on high heat, 
and pour 2 cups of  maple syrup 
into the bottom of  the pan. Stir 
constantly as the syrup becomes 
warm so that it doesn’t burn. 
Bring it to the soft ball stage of  
candy making, about 240 de-
grees. If  you don’t have a candy 
thermometer, the temperature 
can be approximated by tak-
ing a few drops of  syrup when 
it is quite hot, and allowing it to 
drip into a glass of  warm water. 
If  it forms a ball, the candy is 
done. If  it drips and won’t come 
together, continue heating it.

When it reaches the soft ball 
stage, remove it from the heat, 
and add one tablespoon of  pure 
butter. Allow the mixture to 
cool for several minutes, and 
discontinue stirring it. Don’t let 
it drop down past 110 degrees, 
or it will harden in your pan.

At this point, the candy can 
be whipped with an egg beater 
or in a regular mixer. When the 
mixture is � u� y like egg whites, 
pour it out by tablespoons onto 
a sheet of  waxed paper to form 
the candies. Or, use candy or 
butter molds, after � rst greas-
ing them.

Maple candy can be success-
fully stored in a tin for about a 
month.

If  you’d prefer to make ma-
ple cream, add a teaspoon of  
pure vanilla extract, and add 
more butter, about a cup full. 
Don’t whip the � nished prod-
uct, but ladle it into jars with 
tight lids to avoid spoilage. 

maple syrup, � u�  ng, thick-
ening. Grandma � nishes the 
last strokes for me. She lets 
me touch the tin maple-leaf  
molds that her grandma used. 
She’s buttered the tins while 
I whipped the sugar, and now 
she’s ready to ladle the mixture 
into the molds.

We � ll eight small maple 
leaves about 1 inch wide and a 
½inch thick, and we � ll one big 
maple leaf  3 inches wide in the 
center of  the mold.

I know I’ll never get to taste 
these. The candies will go in 
a tiny red metal tin lined with 
waxed paper. On Sunday, the 
tin will travel to the Methodist 
church for the pastor and his 
wife.

The big maple leaf  will go to 
my Grandpa John’s black metal 
lunch box. He’ll nibble at it all 
this week at the C.F. Church 
toilet seat factory on Flat Street.

Grandma pulls the waxed 
paper from the box and snaps 
it across the cutting tool. She 
drops the sugar by the tea-
spoonful onto the waxed paper. 
Syrup runs away into a thin, al-
most round pool.

Grandma will scold me if  I 
put my � nger in the bowl, so I 
wait until the candy hits the pa-
per. I try to move the hardening 
sugar candy into a better-look-
ing circle with my � nger. I know 

■ Maple candy FROM SECTION FRONT

■ Fiddleheads FROM SECTION FRONT

The largest, most well stocked fabric 
showroom + quilt shop in the region!

1,000s of quality products for interior and home 
decor, window treatments, upholstry, quilting + 
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We also carry top quality sewing machines.

55 Ralston St, Keene, NH • (603) 352-8683
Open Mon. - Sat. 9:30am - 4pm • Closed Sunday

newenglandfabrics.com 

  TO PREPARE  the 
� ddleheads:
 First, soak your � d-
dleheads in cold wa-

ter for 10 minutes and rub o�  
any brown, papery scales with 
your � ngers or a soft cloth. 
This substance is extremely 
bitter.

Drain, add fresh water, and 
soak an additional 5 minutes. 
If  the second water is still 
quite dark and murky, soak 
them a third time.

These prep steps are ex-
tremely important, so don’t 
rush the process. Put on some 

music and putter around with 
other tasks. It is well worth 
the e� ort.

Set a large pot of  salted wa-
ter over high heat and, once 
it is boiling, add the prepared 
� ddleheads. Return to a good 
boil, then blanch for 1 or 2 
minutes.

The water will darken as 
the tannin is released from the 
sprouts. This can be alarm-
ing, as the water will be as 
dark as over-steeped English 
breakfast tea. That is good! It 
means the tannin has left the 
greens, and your � ddleheads 

will not be bitter.
Drain the � ddleheads and 

immediately blanch them by 
plunging them into a colander 
submerged in ice water to stop 
the cooking and set the color.

Once the � ddleheads are 
completely chilled, put them 
onto a fresh tea towel and pat 
them dry, or spin them in your 
salad spinner.

You can do all this ahead 
of  time and refrigerate the 
� ddleheads for several days 
before you are ready to use 
them. 

 Preparing your fi ddleheads  
  DOROTHY GROVER-READ/THE COMMONS 

After a rinse and a rub, the � ddleheads 
are ready to blanch. 

  DOROTHY GROVER-READ/THE COMMONS 

Fresh from the forest, fiddleheads are 
covered with brown scales. 
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JOYCE 
MARCEL, an 
award-winning 
freelance busi-
ness journalist and 

columnist, contributes fre-
quently to The Commons. 
We’ve published this column 
several times over the years, 
most recently in the April 16, 
2014 issue.
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10% OFF

OIL change $74.95
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ACROSS
1 In the __ of
6 Drop an F-bomb

11 "Get comfortable"
20 Hand and foot?
21 Japanese dog
22 "A Night in

Tunisia"
co-composer
Frank

23 Author who
should have
written "Harriet
the Spy"?

25 Turned on
26 Worcester-to-Bost

on dir.
27 New Mexico

resort
28 Inc., in London
30 "Carmina Burana"

composer
31 Real-estate ad

abbr.
32 Cease and __
34 Dependent (on)
36 Historic Swiss

canton
38 ... "On the

Beach"?
41 Escorted
44 Place to get belts
47 Place to play

catch
48 "Wynonna __"
51 Like some

cheeses and
wines

52 Secure, as a ship
53 Org. with a

caduceus in its
logo

54 ... "A Taste of
Honey"?

58 Not outgoing
59 "I don't buy that!"
61 Board material
62 Drama in a lab
63 Spelunker's spot
67 Ends of the earth
69 Small steeple
71 It's not on the

menu
74 Some are inert
76 Set back?
77 One way to march
79 "OMG!"
81 "The Thin Man"

dog

82 "__ Slave 4 U"
(Britney Spears
song)

83 Schlepped
85 Breakfast, lunch,

and dinner
87 Internet

encryption letters
90 ... "Postcards

From the Edge"?
93 Relyvrio treats it
95 Star Wars knight
96 Have memorized
97 Actor Morales
98 "Indeed!"
99 Word with exam

or vaccine
100 Soccer star

Mohamed
102 ... "Fear of

Flying"?
106 "What have we

here?!"
107 Wedding planner?
109 Treating
113 Drug safety org.
115 Ski lift
117 Day when most

colleges play
football: Abbr.

118 Indian bread
120 Islanders GM

Lamoriello
121 Tesla, famously
124 ... "The Winter's

Tale"?
127 Scientific

samples
128 Rapper __ Shakur
129 Desert stop
130 Guinea pigs
131 Sister of

Terpsichore
132 Hear again

DOWN
1 Thought at length
2 Loopy
3 Small change
4 Letters 19-21
5 Flybelt pest
6 Guitar accessory

that changes keys
7 They're picked

around a campfire
8 Shred
9 Does salon work

10 CA city with a
Latino Walk of
Fame

11 Maps tech
12 Sell out
13 Separately
14 "That's

disgusting!"
15 Like Dickens's

Dodger
16 Get a load of
17 ... "Slaughterhous

e-Five"?
18 Bard returnee
19 Rewards for

waiting
24 New Orleans

mayor Cantrell
29 Lunch spot
33 Inventor Sikorsky
34 Bloodshot
35 "Opposites

attract," e.g.
37 500 sheets of

paper
39 Turnpike exit
40 Hold
42 Movie preview

43 "Space __"
(Bowie)

44 X
communications,
for short

45 "So pretty!"
46 ... "The Horse's

Mouth"?
49 Hits head-on
50 Warms up
54 Kuala Lumpur

resident
55 Stunning
56 "Love & Hip Hop"

star Mena
57 Jaguars have four

of them, guv'nor
60 Monopolize
64 Gagging cry
65 Panoramic view
66 Popular brand of

stationery
68 Waste of space?
70 Doc prescribing a

CPAP machine
71 Moves stealthily

72 NHRA
Motorsports
Museum city

73 "I can show you"
75 "Kill Bill" singer
78 Potpie legumes
80 National rival
84 Model Kovalchuk
86 Great deal
88 Lovebirds'

activity, briefly
89 Zero
91 Cartoony kissy

sound
92 Zoo favorites
94 Attack verbally
95 Williams who won

the 1997 Peace
Prize

98 Unreturnable
serve

101 Blooper
picker-upper

103 Game similar to
euchre

104 French bicycle
race, for short

105 Sought, as office
107 Phonies
108 Sherlock

Holmes's rival
Adler

110 "You were too
good"

111 Polite turndown
112 Bold
113 Ritual abstinence
114 Fool
116 Ole Miss rival
118 Straight, at the

bar
119 Marathon

subsidiary
122 Dyslexia

Awareness Mo.
123 Feed inits.
125 Bad chemical in

plastics
126 Influencer

Addison
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Across
 1. In the __ of
 6. Drop an F-bomb
 11. “Get comfortable”
 20. Hand and foot?
 21. Japanese dog
 22. “A Night in Tunisia” co-

composer Frank
 23. Author who should have 

written “Harriet the Spy”?
 25. Turned on
 26. Worcester-to-Bost on dir.
 27. New Mexico resort
 28. Inc., in London
 30. “Carmina Burana” 

composer
 31. Real-estate ad abbr.
 32. Cease and __
 34. Dependent (on)
 36. Historic Swiss canton
 38. ... “On the Beach”?
 41. Escorted
 44. Place to get belts
 47. Place to play catch
 48. “Wynonna __”
 51. Like some cheeses 

and wines
 52. Secure, as a ship
 53. Org. with a caduceus 

in its logo
 54. ... “A Taste of Honey”?
 58. Not outgoing
 59. “I don’t buy that!”
 61. Board material
 62. Drama in a lab
 63. Spelunker’s spot
 67. Ends of the earth
 69. Small steeple
 71. It’s not on the menu
 74. Some are inert
 76. Set back?
 77. One way to march
 79. “OMG!”
 81. “The Thin Man” dog
 82. “__ Slave 4 U” (Britney 

Spears song)
 83. Schlepped
 85. Breakfast, lunch, 

and dinner
 87. Internet encryption letters
 90. ... “Postcards From 

the Edge”?
 93. Relyvrio treats it
 95. Star Wars knight
 96. Have memorized
 97. Actor Morales
 98. “Indeed!”
 99. Word with exam or vaccine
 100. Soccer star Mohamed
 102. ... “Fear of Flying”?
 106. “What have we here?!”
 107. Wedding planner?
 109. Treating
 113. Drug safety org.
 115. Ski li� 
 117. Day when most colleges 

play football: Abbr.
 118. Indian bread
 120. Islanders GM Lamoriello
 121. Tesla, famously
 124. ... “The Winter’s Tale”?
 127. Scientific samples
 128. Rapper __ Shakur
 129. Desert stop
 130. Guinea pigs
 131. Sister of Terpsichore
 132. Hear again

Down
 1. Thought at length
 2. Loopy
 3. Small change
 4. Letters 19-21

 5. Flybelt pest
 6. Guitar accessory 

that changes keys
 7. They’re picked 

around a campfire
 8. Shred
 9. Does salon work
 10. CA city with a Latino 

Walk of Fame
 11. Maps tech
 12. Sell out
 13. Separately
 14. “That’s disgusting!”
 15. Like Dickens’s Dodger
 16. Get a load of
 17. ... “Slaughterhous e-Five”?
 18. Bard returnee
 19. Rewards for waiting
 24. New Orleans 

mayor Cantrell
 29. Lunch spot
 33. Inventor Sikorsky
 34. Bloodshot
 35. “Opposites attract,” e.g.
 37. 500 sheets of paper
 39. Turnpike exit
 40. Hold
 42. Movie preview
 43. “Space __” (Bowie)
 44. X communications, 

for short
 45. “So pretty!”
 46. ... “The Horse’s Mouth”?
 49. Hits head-on
 50. Warms up
 54. Kuala Lumpur resident
 55. Stunning
 56. “Love & Hip Hop” 

star Mena
 57. Jaguars have four 

of them, guv’nor
 60. Monopolize
 64. Gagging cry
 65. Panoramic view
 66. Popular brand of 

stationery
 68. Waste of space?
 70. Doc prescribing a 

CPAP machine
 71. Moves stealthily
 72. NHRA Motorsports 

Museum city
 73. “I can show you”
 75. “Kill Bill” singer
 78. Potpie legumes
 80. National rival
 84. Model Kovalchuk
 86. Great deal
 88. Lovebirds’ activity, briefly
 89. Zero
 91. Cartoony kissy sound
 92. Zoo favorites
 94. Attack verbally
 95. Williams who won the 

1997 Peace Prize
 98. Unreturnable serve
 101. Blooper picker-upper

 103. Game similar to euchre
 104. French bicycle 

race, for short
 105. Sought, as o� ice
 107. Phonies
 108. Sherlock Holmes’s 

rival Adler
 110. “You were too good”
 111. Polite turndown
 112. Bold
 113. Ritual abstinence
 114. Fool
 116. Ole Miss rival
 118. Straight, at the bar
 119. Marathon subsidiary
 122. Dyslexia Awareness Mo.
 123. Feed inits.
 125. Bad chemical in plastics
 126. Influencer Addison

P U B L I C AT I O N  O F  T H E  C O M M O N S  C R O S S W O R D  I S  U N D E RW R I T T E N  B Y

There’s 
No Place 
Like Home!
Keep those home fires 
burning, and everything 
else working too, with 
a low cost loan from 
Green Mountain Home 
Repair. • Health & safety issues

• Structural problems
• Failing mechanical systems
• Energy efficiency upgrades
• Interior & exterior modifications 

for elderly or disabled

$2500 GRANTS
AVAILABLE FOR 

THOSE WHO 
QUALIFY!

 Windham & Windsor
(802) 254-4604

NMLS# 187229

Washington, Orange, 
and Lamoille

(802) 477-1343
NMLS# 1216130

 www.HomeMattersHere.org

The unbearable 
lightness of daffodils
The first sight of it signals that the dark heaviness 
of the heart in winter is over and gone 

C O L U M N

Harrison Heating
Oil Tank • Furnace • Boiler 

Yearly Tune-Ups • Repairs • Replacements 

802-490-8685
Local Experienced Oil Heat Serviceman

Licensed VT, NH and Insured

Dummerston

DAFFODILS CAN break 
your heart in so many 
lovely ways.

“I wandered lonely 
as a cloud/That floats on high 
o’er vales and hills/When all 
at once I saw a crowd/A host, 
of  golden daffodils,” wrote 
William Wordsworth a few years 
after he and his sister, while 
walking by a lake, unexpectedly 
came upon great masses of  the 
flowers.

But he was with his sister, so 
how lonely could he be?

Dorothy Wordsworth de-
scribed that walk with her 
brother this way in her journal: 
“But as we went along there 
were more and yet more; and 
at last, under the boughs of  the 
trees, we saw that there was 
a long belt of  them along the 
shore... I never saw daffodils so 
beautiful. They grew among the 
mossy stones about and about 
them; some rested their heads 
upon these stones, as on a pil-
low, for weariness, and the rest 
tossed and reeled and danced, 
and seemed as if  they verily 
laughed with the wind..."

Obviously, a talent for writing 
ran in the family. And yet too 
few people know only his name, 
not hers. Sigh.

And I only know about 
Dorothy because several years 
ago my husband, bless his heart, 
brought me home a lovely lit-
tle 1994 book, Flora’s Gems: 
The Little Book of  Daffodils,by 
Pamela Todd, in which her 
prose appears

Narcissus is the Latin name 
for all daffodils, Todd informs 
us, as well as the common name 
for a familiar fragrant flower.

The multitude of  shapes and 
sizes that are daffodils take their 
name from the Greek myth of  
Narcissus, the beautiful boy 
who became enamored of  his 
reflection in a pool of  water 
and withered away for love of  
himself.

“And narcissi, the fairest 
among them all/Who gaze on 
their eyes in the stream’s recess/
Till they die of  their own dear 
loveliness,” wrote Percy Bysshe 
Shelley.

In Olde English, the flowers 
were also called daffodilly and 
daffodowndilly — words that 
are now among my favorites.

THE FLOWERS have been with us 
seemingly forever.

“He that has two cakes 
of  bread, let him sell one of  
them for some flowers of  the 
Narcissus, for bread is food for 
the body, but Narcissus is food 
of  the soul,” wrote the Prophet 
Mohammed.

“In medieval times, highborn 
ladies occasionally cultivated 
daffodils in their gardens as they 
used the yellow dye the flowers 
yield to tint their hair and eye-
brows,” Todd tells us.

Daffodils grow all over the 
world. Todd tells a wonder-
ful story from Fujian, China, 
about a poor widow who was 
so touched by the plight of  a 
hungry beggar that she gave 
him her last half-bowl of  rice. 
He ate the rice, thanked the 
woman, spat a few grains on the 
floor, and disappeared.

The next morning, scores of  
graceful daffodils had appeared 
where he spit. The widow sold 
the blooms and became pros-
perous. And Fujian became fa-
mous for its daffodils.

“So in China the flower sym-
bolized prosperity and benevo-
lence,” Todd writes.

No one knows when the first 
daffodil bulbs were brought to 
the Colonies, but in the 1730s, 
“John Bartram, who established 
one of  the first plant collections 
in the six-acre garden at his 
home on the Schuykill River, 
a few miles from Philadelphia, 
wrote to Peter Collinson, the 
English horticulturist, to say 
that daffodils were plentiful 
and he did not want any more,” 
Todd says.

Another negative, but slightly 
daft, approach was taken by 
Edward Augustus Bowles in 
his 1914 book, My Garden in 
Spring.

“I greatly dislike the huge 
race of  trumpet Daffodils... 
A man might almost feel ner-
vous of  looking down some of  
their trumpets, for fear of  fall-
ing in and getting drowned 
in the honey, and a lifebelt or 
two should be hung among the 
beds,” Bowles wrote.

Getting drowned in the 
honey of  spring — what a 
lovely image!

BUT DAFFODILS can also symbol-
ize the fleeting nature of  spring, 
and that can make us sad.

“Fair daffodils, we weep to 
see/You haste away so soon,” 
wrote poet Robert Herrick in 
the 17th century. “We have 

short time to stay, as you/We 
have as short a spring[...]”

“We die/As your hours do, 
and dry/Away,/Like to the sum-
mer’s rain;/Or as the pearls 
of  morning dew,/Ne’er to be 
found again.”

So much pain, so much po-
etry, so much imagination!

“There is scarcely a poet in 
the English language who has 
not celebrated daffodils,” writes 
Todd.

And all of  it attached to such 
a beautiful, cheerful, early little 
flower!

The first sight of  it signals 
that the dark heaviness of  the 
heart in winter is over and gone.

“When daffodils begin to 
peer/With heigh! the doxy over 
the dale/Why, then comes in 
the sweet o’ the year;/For the 
red blood reigns in the winter’s 
pale,” Shakespeare wrote in The 

Winter’s Tale.
So heigh the doxy, drown in 

the honey of  spring, and enjoy 
the sweet of  the year.

RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/COMMONS FILE PHOTO

A Dummerston daffodil.
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Kids and 
families
BRATTLEBORO Sing & Dance 
with Robin: This class is an en-
riching musical experience for tod-
dlers and preschoolers, designed 
to support healthy cognitive, 
physical, and social development. 
Children sing, clap, stomp, dance, 
and play along with the curricu-
lum of traditional and modern folk 
songs. Parents are encouraged 
to fully sing and participate with 
their child in the class.

 ▶ 10:30-11:30 p.m. in the Com-
munity Meeting Room.

 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Brooks Memorial Library, 224 

Main St. Information: 802-254-5290; 
brookslibraryvt.org.

 BRATTLEBORO Tots + Caregiv-
ers = Art + Play: Come and make 
art with your child! We provide all 
materials for 2-D or 3-D creations 
using colored pencils, water color 
pastels, markers, collage materi-
als, fabric, repurposed objects, 
more. All materials will be kid 
safe. Instruction will be open-
ended and emerge from the artists 
through inquiry and play. Kids and 
grownups will go home with art 
explorations every class. 

 ▶ 10 - 11:30 a.m. Tots must be 
accompanied by a parent or 
adult caregiver. This class is for 
children ages 2-5. Additional dates: 
Thursday, 3/28: 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m.; 
Thursday: 4/4, 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m.; 
Sunday, 4/1:, 1 p.m.-2 p.m.

 ▶ $20 drop-in fee. Discounted price 
for full semester. 

 ▶ River Gallery School, 32 Main St., 
#201. Information: 802-257-1577; 
rivergalleryschool.org.

Pets
BRATTLEBORO Windham 
County Humane Society Rescue 
Raffle: You could take home 50% 
of Rescue Raffle's pot of gold! 
Tickets are on sale through 6/19.
One lucky winner will take home a 
check for 50% of the Rescue Raffle 
Pot, and the other 50% will go 
directly toward helping homeless 
pets in our community. Our hopes 
are that the pot will reach $40,000 
or more, but we need your help 
to get there. Last year's winner 
pocketed $14,000! 

 ▶ 1 p.m.: Drawing takes place on 
6/20. When you purchase tickets on-
line, you'll receive an email within 3 
business days containing your lucky 
ticket numbers and serving as proof 
of purchase. You will not receive the 
actual tickets.

 ▶ All participants must be 18 
years old and available to pick 
up the prize in person at WCHS in 
Brattleboro, VT. To view complete 

official rules, visit www.windham-
countyhumane.org.

 ▶ Through Wednesday, June 19. 
 ▶ Windham County Humane 

Society, 916 West River Rd. 
Information: 802-254-2322; 
windhamcountyhumane.org.

Community 
meals
WILLIAMSVILLE Breakfast at 
Williamsville Hall: Enjoy home-
made pancakes, pastries, tea, 
coffee, and orange juice. Open to 
everyone. 

 ▶ 8 - 10:30 a.m.
 ▶ Monthly breakfast is compli-

mentary (donations for the Hall are 
appreciated). 

 ▶ Williamsville Hall, Dover 
Rd. Information: 802-365-7772; 
williamsvillehall.com.

Visual arts 
and shows
BELLOWS FALLS Canal Street 
Art Gallery present: the Spring 
Salon 3rd Edition and the 2024 
New Works Show: Hung in the 
floor-to-ceiling salon style, this 
year's artwork showcases 38 
local artists. Program is an artist's 
studio and exhibition space within 
the gallery. The New Work show, 
open through 4/13 exhibits one 
new artwork from a selection of 
the gallery's roster of 35 repre-
sented artists.

 ▶ 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tues.-Sat. Artists: 
Jennifer Anderson, Penelope Arms, 
Carol Aspesi, Debi S. Barton, Simi 
Berman, Tafi Brown, Len Emery, 
Jacqueline Evans, Mindy Fisher, 
Nancy Fitz-Rapalje, Judi Forman, 
Kim Grall, Judy Hawkins, Sharon 
Ormes Hinds, Ailyn Hoey, Deedee 
Jones, Theresa Karpinski, Carol 
Keiser, Sara LaMott, Su Lin Mangan, 
Dierdra Michelle, Gail Mickle, 
Martha Nichols, MC Noyes, Phyllis 
Odessey, Phyllis Rosser, Roxy Rubell, 
Melissa Rubin, Gretchen Seifert, 
Marianne Shaugnessy, Mitch Sidd, 
Megan Song, Jeanette Staley, Della 
Thompson, John van der Does, John 
Terry Woods, Kathleen Zimmerman, 
Teresa Zuverino.

 ▶ Through Saturday, June 1. 
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Canal Street Art Gallery, 23 

Canal St. Information: More infor-
mation: canalstreetartgallery.com, 
Mike: 802-289-0104, email: artinfo@
canalstreetartgallery.com.

BRATTLEBORO Eileen Chris-
telow: "Telling Stories with Pic-
tures": Retrospective exhibition: 
"Writing picture books is a process 
of telling stories with words and 
pictures. I start with sketches: 
Who are the characters? What are 
they doing? I write some words, 
sketch some more. As I change the 
words, I change the pictures. As I 
change the pictures I might decide 
to change the words again. I put 
everything on the wall so I can see 
the whole story. The process can 
take months."

 ▶ 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Thursdays 
through Sundays. Christelow is 
author/illustrator of over 30 picture 

books for children such as "Five 
Little Monkeys" series, "The Great 
Pig Escape" (takes place in Putney), 
"Letters from a Desperate Dog" 
(Windham County Humane Society 
adoptee), "Where's the Big Bad 
Wolf?" more. Several books are 
nonfiction.

 ▶ Through Wednesday, May 1. 
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ CX Silver Gallery, 814 Western 

Ave. Information: 802-257-7898; 
cxsilvergallery.com.

Ideas and 
education
BRATTLEBORO Windham World 
Affair's America 250 Speaker 
Series Migration from the 
Northern Triangle: "They Are 
Here Because We Were There": 
Speaker Dr. Sarah Osten will talk 
about multiple factors that have 
driven a migrant exodus from 
Central America over the past 10 
years. Event is co-sponsored by 
CASP, the Community Asylum 
Seekers Project.

 ▶ 6:30 p.m.
 ▶ Event is free but $10 dona-

tion will be requested. Register at 
https://WWACmigration.eventbrite.
com. 

 ▶ One Eighteen Elliot, 118 Elliot St. 
If unavailable to attend in person a 
Zoom link is available at link above. 
; 118elliot.com.

FRIDAY

22
Music
BRATTLEBORO Midnight Betty: 
Brattleboro's newest female duo 
- Chelle and Oriana - bringing you 
folk, country, Broadway and pop 
covers, all glittered with sweet 
harmonies.

 ▶ 7 - 9 p.m.
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ River Garden Marketplace, 

157 Main St. Information:  
rivergardenmarketplace.com.

Kids and 
families
GUILFORD Afternoon at the Guil-
ford Free Library: We're planning 
lots of activities for kids or they 
can hang out, read a book, use a 
computer, play Yahtzee. Activities 
we are planning include building 
solar eclipse viewers, playing 
with shadows, making a pocket 
solar system, sun clock, case for 
solar viewing glasses, or the UV 
Kid, even Sun Tag. These will be 
presented by Tosha Tillman and 
Mellissa Morgan.

 ▶ 12 noon. A healthy snack will be 
served. Kids dismissed from school 
at noon can take the bus, and 
should be picked up at the Library 

by about 4:30 PM. If your child plans 
to attend Afternoon At The Library 
on Friday 3/22 and/or Monday 
3/25 (or any Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday) let us know if you can. If 
your child plans to be dropped off by 
the school bus, please send a note to 
Renee, giving your permission.

 ▶ Through Monday, March 25. 
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Guilford Free Library, 4024 Guil-

ford Center Rd. Information: 802-
257-4603; guilfordfreelibraryvt.
org.

BRATTLEBORO Little Explorers 
Nature Playgroup: Children ages 
3 to 5 and their caregivers come 
together to explore, discover, 
wonder, and play.

 ▶ 10-11:30 a.m. on Fridays: Contin-
ues 3/29, 4/5, 4/12, 4/19.

 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Bonnyvale Environmental Edu-

cation Center, 1221 Bonnyvale Rd. 
Information: Learn more and sign 
up at BEEC.org.

Community 
building
 Fertilizing with Urine: Recent 
Findings from the Rich Earth 
Institute's On-Farm Research 
(via Zoom): Join Rich Earth Insti-
tute and three farmer partners for 
webinar about urine fertilizer on 
sweet corn and nut tree seedlings. 
Be part of the conversation about 
completing food nutrient cycle in 
VT! Dive into the concept of urine 
nutrient reclamation, exploring 
practicalities, safety concerns, 
social research with farmers, 
buyers, consumers. Rich Earth will 
also share insights from 12 years 
of prior on-farm/lab research. 

 ▶ 11 a.m.-12 noon. Engage in 
lively discussion, pose questions to 
research team and farmer partners, 
contribute to shaping forthcoming 
"Farmer Guide to Urine Fertilizer.". 

 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Zoom. Information: Register" 

tinyurl.com/RichEarthWebinar.

Dance
PUTNEY Next Stage Arts and 
Twilight Music present Roots 
and Music Quintet: The Gaslight 
Tinkers - Dance Party: Blending 
African, Caribbean, Funk, Reggae, 
Latin grooves with traditional 
fiddle music, the quintet creates 
the genre-bending future of 
the music of the past. Brothers 
Sammy Divinda, Israel Mbombo, 
and Gershom Mbombo - new 
Brattleboro residents from the DR 
of the Congo and Uganda - open 
the show with original and tradi-
tional music of their homeland. 

 ▶ 7:30 p.m.
 ▶ $20 in advance, $24 at door, $10 

livestream. Advance ticketing closes 
two hours before showtime. 

 ▶ Next Stage Arts Project, 15 Kim-
ball Hill. Information: 802-387-0102; 
nextstagearts.org.

Visual arts 
and shows
BRATTLEBORO Art Among 
Friends presents YUM! - a feast 
of bright bold watercolors 
depicting a variety of delicious 
foods: Celebrate these ed-
ible delights � from mousse to 
macarons, paella to potato chips, 
shortcake to strawberries. Artists: 
Connie Evans, Alice Freeman, 
Kathy Greve, Laurie Klenkel, Lou-
ise Zak, Lynn Zimmerman.

 ▶ On view during library hours.
 ▶ Through Friday, April 26. 
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Brooks Memorial Library, 224 

Main St. Information: 802-254-5290; 
brookslibraryvt.org.

Film and video
WILLIAMSVILLE Williamsville 
Hall presents Forrest Gump (PG-
13): In this 1994 comedy-drama 
directed by Robert Zemeckis and 
starring Tom Hanks, the life story 
of an Alabama man with an IQ of 
75 who longs to be reunited with 
his childhood sweetheart unfolds 
against the backdrop of major 
American historical events from 
the 1950s to the '70s.

 ▶ 7:30 p.m. to 9:50 p.m. Refresh-
ments will be served. Hall is ADA 
compliant.

 ▶ Admission by donation and will 
raise funds for Williamsville Hall. 

 ▶ Williamsville Hall, Dover 
Rd. Information: 802-365-7772; 
williamsvillehall.com.

SATURDAY

23
Instruction
BRATTLEBORO Workshop: The 
Art of Pysanky: Pysanky artist/
instructor Jenny Santa Maria 
leads workshops in traditional 
Ukrainian folk art of egg decora-
tion. Pysanky technique is similar 
to batik: Patterns drawn on egg 
with hot beeswax protect covered 
areas from colored dye applica-
tions. When wax is removed, mul-
ticolored pattern is revealed. Final 
product with intricate designs/
symbols belies the meditative 
process involved. Patience/con-
centration required to complete 
single egg are rewarded when wax 
is taken off.

 ▶ Two workshops: 11 a.m., 2 p.m.
 ▶ $55 ($45 for BMAC members), 

includes materials. Space is limited. 
 ▶ Brattleboro Museum & Art Cen-

ter, 28 Vernon St. Information: To 
register call 802-257-0124 ext. 101.

Arts and crafts
BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro 
in Stitches - Bring a work in 
progress to Sew, Knit, Crochet, 
Embroider, or Mend: Sewing 
machines, irons, and companion-
ship will be provided. Working on 
a secret project for a special gift? 
We have lots of space and plenty 
of good company. All ages and 
skill levels welcome.

 ▶ 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Saturdays. 
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Brooks Memorial Library, 224 

Main St. Information: 802-254-5290; 
brookslibraryvt.org.

Community 
meals
BELLOWS FALLS Crockpot Buffet 
Supper - Variety of Entrees: 
Plus salad bar bread, dessert, 
beverages (gluten and vegetarian 
choices)

 ▶ 5 - 7 p.m. Building is accessible 
to all. Enter from the back.

 ▶ $12 adults, $6 children (ages 
6-12), free for age 6 and under. 

 ▶ United Church of Bellows Falls, 8 
School St. Information: 802-463-
4323.

SUNDAY

24
Kids and 
families
WEST DUMMERSTON Dummer-
ston Community Center: Annual 
Egg Decorating Party: All materi-
als are included (dye, stickers, 
paint, beads, ribbon, glitter, and 
much more). Money raised ben-
efits the Playground Fund. Open 
to kids and adults. Money raised 
benefits the Playground Fund.

 ▶ 2 - 4 p.m.
 ▶ $5 for one dozen hard-boiled 

eggs and $1 for each hollowed out 
egg. 

 ▶ Dummerston Community Center, 
166 West St. Information: RSVP 
802-380-1424 by Friday, 3/22 with 
quantity and type of eggs.

Community 
building
W. BRATTLEBORO "For the 
Earth Forever Turning" with 
Rev. Telos Whitfield (In-Person/
Zoom): We will celebrate the 
coming of Spring and create Earth 
Altar together! Plus we'll remem-

ber Palm Sunday - an ancient 
community coming together to 
welcome the return of Jesus to 
Jerusalem. 

 ▶ 9 a.m. All Souls Community 
Breakfast before Worship Service 
- "For the Earth Forever Turning" - 
celebrating the coming of Spring, 
and we'll create an Earth Altar 
together. 10 a.m. Service in person 
and via Zoom.

 ▶ Free (donations welcome). 
 ▶ All Souls Unitarian Universalist 

Church, 29 South St. Information: 
Go to ascvt.org on Sunday shortly 
before 10 a.m. to join via Zoom.

NEWFANE The Historical Society 
of Windham County's Eighth An-
nual Soup Fest and Silent Auc-
tion: This is a great way to shake 
off the winter blues and come 
home with a great auction find or 
two. Sample homemade soups 
from The Whetstone Station, Brat-
tleboro; Jon Julian, Williamsville; 
The Newfane Market, Newfane; 
Harmonyville Store, Townshend; 
West River Community Project, 
West Townshend; West Wardsboro 
Store, Wardsboro; West River Pro-
visions, Jamaica; Family Kitchen 
& Pizzeria, Winhall; New American 
Grill, Londonderry. 

 ▶ 3 p.m. doors open. 4-5:30 p.m.: 
Bidding and 50/50 raffle. 5:30 p.m.: 
Soup and bread served with des-
serts. This will help raise funds for 
the Society's West River Railroad 
Museum and the new Windham 
County Museum to be housed in the 
1825 Windham County Jail Building.

 ▶ $5 to $10 suggested. 
 ▶ NewBrook Fire Station, Rte.30. 

Information: Questions: 802 365-
4517, info@historicalsocietyofwin
dhamcounty.org. Visit historicalso-
cietyofwindhamcounty.org.

MONDAY

25
Arts and crafts
BRATTLEBORO The Root and 
Hatchspace Woodworking 
Affinity Spaces: "The Root has 
partnered with HatchSpace to 
bring our community a free BIPOC 
affinity woodworking space. 
Whether you're a woodworking 
newbie or pro this space is for you! 
Come explore something fun or 
new to you within a safer BIPOC 
centered space."

 ▶ 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. Mondays (except 
holidays), 3rd fl.

 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ HatchSpace, 22 High Street, 3rd 

fl. Information:  hatchspace.org.

TUESDAY

26
Well-being
BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro 
Walk-In Clinic: Primary medical 
treatment for patients ages 18 to 
64 in our community who do not 
have health insurance or who can-
not afford their high deductibles 
or co-insurance.

 ▶ 5 - 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.
 ▶ Brattleboro Walk-In Clinic, 191 

Clark Ave. Information: 802-251-
8484; brattleborowalkinclinic.com.

Community 
building
BRATTLEBORO Death Cafe 
at Brattleboro Area Hospice: 
At a Death Cafe people, often 
strangers, gather to eat snacks, 
drink tea, and discuss death. Our 
objective is 'to increase awareness 
of death with a view to helping 
people make the most of their 
(&#64257;nite) lives'. A Death Cafe 
is a group-directed discussion of 
death with no agenda, objectives 
or themes. It is a discussion group 
rather than a grief support or 
counseling session.

 ▶ 5 p.m.
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Brattleboro Area Hospice, 

191 Canal St. Information: RSVP 
as space is limited. Email info@
brattleborohospice.org or call 
802-257-0775.
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a r t s  &  c o m m u n i t y  C A L E N D A R
THURSDAY C O N T. FRIDAY C O N T. SUNDAY C O N T.

To submit your 
event: calendar@
commonsnews.org

Deadline: 
5 p.m. Friday

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Town of Putney is considering making application to the State of Vermont for 
a Planning Grant under the Vermont Community Development Program. A public 
hearing will be held at Putney Town Hall – 127 Main St. Putney, Vt 05346 on April 
4th, 2024 at 5:30 pm to obtain the views of residents on community development, 
to furnish information concerning the amount of funds available and the range of 
community development activities that may be undertaken under this program, 
the impact to any historic and archaeological resources that may be affected by 
the proposed project, and to give affected residents the opportunity to examine 
the proposed statement of projected use of these funds. 

The proposal is to apply for $60,000 in VCDP Planning grant which will be used to 
accomplish the following activities: preliminary and final architectural drawings 
of town hall renovation; a section 106 review for historic preservation of the 
property; an asbestos and hazardous materials inventory; and develop a firm cost 
estimate for all the work required to complete the project. Deliverables for this 
grant will be: a section 106 report, a hazardous materials report, construction 
drawings and a detailed construction cost estimate report.  

Copies of the proposed application are available at Putney Town Hall, 127 Main St. 
Putney, Vt 05346   and may be viewed during the hours of 8:00 am and 4:30 pm on 
Monday through Thursday. Should you require any special accommodations, please 
contact Karen Astley at 802-387-5862 Ext 11 to ensure appropriate accommodations 
are made. For the hearing impaired please call (TTY) # 1-800-253-0191.

Legislative Body for the Town of Putney

TOWN OF JAMAICA, VERMONT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

ROADSIDE MOWING AND CEMETERY MOWING 2024

Roadside Mowing
The Town of Jamaica is seeking bids for Approx. 25 miles of Roadside mowing. 
Bid for roadside mowing should be on a per mile basis. The contractor is respon-
sible for furnishing all equipment, fuel, materials and labor necessary to perform 
the requested services. Mowing should be completed in July or August of 2024. 
The Jamaica Selectboard reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

The contractor hired will be required to provide a Certificate of Insurance listing 
the Town of Jamaica as Loss Payee. 
For questions please contact the Jamaica Town Garage at 802-874-4265 or 
roads@jamaicavermont.org. 

Cemetery Mowing
Clean-up/mowing services for Town Cemeteries, bids should include Spring 
and Fall Clean-up and the following mowing schedule:

 Rawsonville Cemetery: mowed 7 times May to Oct.

 East Jamaica Cemetery: mowed 8 times May to Oct.

 South Hill Cemetery: mowed 3 times May to Oct.

 South Windham Cem. mowed 4 times May to Oct.

 Pikes Fall Cemetery mowed 3 times May to Oct.

 West Jamaica Cemetery mowed 3 times May to Oct.

 Village Cemetery mowed 8 times May to Oct. 

Ball field mowing- every three weeks throughout the summer

Bids shall be broken down as follows:
Price per Clean-up for each Cemetery and a price per mowing for each Cemetery.
Also include six extra hours for additional clean-up as needed. 

Contact the Jamaica Town Clerk at 802-874-4681 or townclerk@jamiacaver-
mont.org for more information. 

Sealed Bids marked “Roadside Mowing” or “Cemetery Mowing” are due by 
Monday April 8, 2024 at 4:00 PM.

Request for Bids
Windham Solid Waste Management District
327 Old Ferry Rd, Brattleboro, VT 05301

Compost Aeration and Heat Recovery Project

Project Overview: Windham Solid Waste Management District (WSWMD) seeks 
bids for a new Compost Aeration and Heat Recovery Facility Project at 327 Old 
Ferry Road in Brattleboro, VT. See separate provided Scope of Work Packages.

Scope of Services: There are three separate bid packages for Sitework, 
Compost Aeration, and Fabric Building. Perspective bidders must specify 
which package(s) they are interested in. Provide all labor, materials, tools, 
and equipment per the plans and specifications. All inquiries, questions, and 
clarifications must be directed to Bob Spencer, Executive Director of Windham 
Solid Waste Management District at: director@wswmd.org. Addenda information 
shall be shared, as necessary, to all participants.

Bid Instructions: Bids are due no later than April 10 at 2:00 PM. Bid forms 
are provided. Bids may be either mailed or hand delivered to; Bob Spencer, 
Executive Director, WSWMD 327 Old Ferry Road, Brattleboro, VT  05301. No 
email, fax, or other electronic delivery will be accepted.

Schedule
• Request for bids issued March 11, 2024.
• Questions no later than the end of day March 29, 2024. Responses to questions 
will be provided to all interested bidders by the end of the day April 3, 2024.
• Bids due April 10 no later than 2:00 PM.
• Award to lowest qualified bidder subject to Board approval. Notice of Award 
immediately following Board approval. Site work is intended to start in early 
summer of 2024.

Expiration of Bid: By submitting a bid the applicant offers to enter into the 
Contract, the form and content of which shall be agreed upon by both parties.  
The applicant’s proposal shall not be revocable for thirty (30) days following 
the response deadline indicated above. 

Reservation of Rights
• WSWMD reserves the right to waive any defects in the offer of any vendor, to 
reject any or all offers, and to request additional information from any vendors.
• If an agreement cannot be reached with the firm initially chosen for the 
contract, WSWMD may enter into contract negotiations with other qualified 
firms that submitted acceptable proposals or bids, rather than redoing the bid 
process for the project.
• Negotiate with another firm to include further services not identified in this RFB.

PUBLIC 
NOTICES
ads@commonsnews.org • 888-511-5150



 By Robert F. Smith
  The Commons

   BRATTLEBORO—What happens 
when a couple combines high intel-
ligence, high creative writing and art 
skills, along with what a native New 

Englander might call a “wicked good sense 
of  humor”?

 For over 20 years, Rolf  and Cynthia Parker-
Houghton have merged their skills and tal-
ents to leave their creative marks — from 
the concrete to the absurd — on the region, 
creating institutions like the University of  
Brattleboro, which Rolf  refers to as the “old-
est non-existent university in the world.” Its 
o�  cial disclaimer? “We don’t exist, but we 
do good work.”

Cynthia has painted murals celebrat-
ing both the fact and fiction of  historic 
Brattleboro, including one of  the elusive free-
range dinosaur Chicken-Rex in the downtown 
Harmony Parking Lot.

“There is real history,” Cynthia said, “and 
there is the � ctional history that we create. 
The idea is that we are having fun with it.”

They have also created and helped organize 
events investigating � ctional alien spaceship 
crash sites in Brattleboro, burying and then 
re-excavating “dinosaur bones” for local pa-
leontology digs, and documenting sight-
ings of  the extremely rare Green Mountain 

Tiny Foot.
Flotillas and catapults are also a recurring 

Parker-Houghton theme, used in one instance 
to launch Easter eggs into the Whetstone 
Brook. The Parker-Houghtons have also or-
ganized a popular October jack-o’-lantern 
� otilla on the Connecticut River.

They also helped with the Riff  Raft 
Regatta, where participants build large boats 
— more accurately, human-powered � oating 
devices — that they hope will last long enough 
to � nish the 50-yard regatta course, usually 
held at The Marina on the West River.

And that is very much just a partial list of  
Parker-Houghton projects.

 Looking for, and helping 
create, community 

Originally from Connecticut, Rolf  said he 
� rst came to the Brattleboro area in 1999 after 
graduating from the University of  California 
at Irvine. He had a master’s degree in ento-
mology and was working on a Ph.D. project 
involving the study of  � atworms.

He said he was looking for a creative 
community where he could live and work. 
Brattleboro seemed ideal in many ways, but 
at the same time, Rolf  said, he also became 
well aware that it was a town with its share 
of  challenges.

Some of  those challenges hit painfully 
close to home.

One of  the first local friends he made, 
and an early member of  the University of  
Brattleboro project, was a talented, creative, 
and funny artist who had struggled all his life 
with alcohol addiction. This friend’s suicide 
was part of  Rolf’s introduction to the con-
tinuing cost of  substance abuse in the region.

Rolf  said he also witnessed a drug-fueled, 
extremely violent � ght on Elliot Street when 
he � rst lived here, which shocked and up-
set him.

“I had never seen violence like that be-
fore,” he said.

 Humor as an antidote 
to despair 

Finding creative ways for a community to 
use humor to deal with despair, and to help 
people heal from trauma, became a goal of  
the Parker-Houghtons.

Thus began the list of  local projects they 
became involved in for over two decades, from 
fake alien crash sites to fake digs of  highly 
unlikely dinosaur fossils, to the very real 
Brattleboro Words Project and the Brattleboro 
Words Trail app, for which Rolf  served as 
the main historian. Cynthia created ceramic 
map murals for the project, which provides 
a walking tour of  the town’s and the region’s 
literary and publishing history with recorded 
narratives about the people and the projects.

get it;

Rolf and Cynthia Parker-

Houghton’s fake university 

brings to life ‘goofy things that 

tie that in with actual local 

history’ — and uses hope in 

humor ‘to help people deal with 

the challenges of day-to-day life’

get it;get it;
don’t’some 

  ROLF PARKER-HOUGHTON/COURTESY PHOTO 

A model of  the “pu� er chicken,” whose eggs the Parker-Houghtons will 
launch into the Whetstone Brook on March 30 — using a catapult, of  
course. 

‘Most people

 Gaslight Tinkers return to 
Next Stage on March 22  

 PUTNEY—Next Stage Arts Project and 
Twilight Music present roots and world music 
quintet The Gaslight Tinkers at Next Stage on 
Friday, March 22, at 7:30 p.m.

The Gaslight Tinkers’ mix of  sound includes 
global rhythms, traditional New England old 
timey, and celtic � ddle music organizers call “joy-
ful [...] merging boundless positive energy with 
melody and song.” Band members draw from 
their extensive musical backgrounds, they say, 
and “craft a sound that brings world traditions 

together.”
Since its formation in 2012, the band has per-

formed coast to coast as well as in the Caribbean 
headlining clubs, dances, and major festivals. The 
Gaslight Tinkers have performed at Green River 
Festival, the Iron Horse Music Hall, The Parlor 
Room, Old Songs Festival, Ca� e Lena, Strange 
Creek, Rock and Roll Resort, Old Songs, Falcon 
Ridge Folk Festivals, and the Wormtown festival.

Next Stage, 15 Kimball Hill, will provide a 
beer, wine, and cocktail cash bar. Tickets are 
$20 in advance, $24 at the door, and $10 for ac-
cess to livestream. Advance tickets are avail-
able at  nextstagearts.org . For information, call 
802-387-0102. 

 The Gaslight Tinkers 
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“There is real history, and there is the � ctional history 
that we create,” says Cynthia Parker-Houghton, who 
creates that history with her husband, Rolf. “The idea 
is that we are having fun with it.” 



Even with those projects 
that are fictional, funny, and 
seemingly silly, the Parker-
Houghtons’ intent is deep, 
serious, and concrete. For ex-
ample, the motto of  the mythi-
cal University of  Brattleboro is 
“Pugna desperandum cum hu-
mor et in conventu cum aliis”, 
which loosely translates as “We 
� ght despair with humor and in 
community with others.”

And that is the key to un-
derstanding the science and art 
of  the Parker-Houghtons: us-
ing humor to attract and bring 
people together, to create a sense 
of  hope, and to help develop a 
sense of  community.

“Brattleboro has a lot of  
challenges,” explains Rolf. “It 
always has. If  you can make 
part of  something where we do 
goofy things, and then tie that in 
with actual local history, that’s a 
way we can use humor to help 
people deal with the challenges 
of  day-to-day life.”

 A creative team 
Rolf  can be a challenge to 

interview — ideas stream out 
of  him at a rapid rate, and one 
idea leads quickly to another. 
Cynthia, an artist, seems both 
uniquely equipped and in tune 
enough to help turn Rolf’s vi-
sions into a version of  reality.

That includes altering photos 
of  local construction projects 
by digitally inserting dinosaur 
bones, creating obviously fake 
“ancient” artifacts with Viking 
runes, or designing and craft-
ing objects intended to resemble 
fossilized donuts, then placing 
them around the community.

Cynthia took Rolf’s idea that 
Vermont should have its own 
mythical variation of  Bigfoot, 
and she turned it into Green 
Mountain Tiny Foot, a hairy, 
6-inch-tall doll, crafted from 
what used to be a GI Joe ac-
tion � gure.

Patrons can borrow Tiny 
Foot from Brooks Memorial 
Library, and they are encour-
aged to photograph it in vari-
ous locations.

T h a t  i s  t h e  P a r k e r -
H o u gh t o n s ’  c o n c e p t  — 
goofiness helping to create 
community — put in action.

Cynthia is also part of  the 
University of  Brattleboro fac-
ulty, where she is dean of  the 
art department, the paranor-
mal paleontology department, 
and the reverse archaeology 
department.

If  you create your own de-
partment, you also can become 
a dean at the university, or if  
you create a free, fun, and sub-
stance-free event, they’ll award 
you a complimentary doctorate 
diploma — no pesky classes or 
thesis required. For a $25 han-
dling fee, they’ll even print and 
send you a copy of  the diploma.

Faculty also have to cre-
ate their own University of  
Brattleboro alter ego. Rolf  is 
Prof. Balderdash; Cynthia is 
Dr. Rea L. Faux. Another fac-
ulty member is Dr. Very O’Kay.

Their approach to building 
community through humor is 
unique and admittedly di� er-
ent, and as Rolf  noted, “Most 
people get it; some don’t.”

 Writing your way 
out of depression 

For some, one of  the many 
side effects of  the global 
COVID-19 pandemic was iso-
lation and depression. Rolf  said 

this happened to him.
Instead of  “lying awake in 

bed” trying to deal with insom-
nia and depression, he decided 
he would “use creativity to help 
with depression during Covid” 
— in particular, writing poetry.

That led to one of  the Parker-
Houghtons’ latest adventures 
earlier last year.

Rolf  took part in the Ó Bhéal 
Five Words International Poetry 
Contest, where each week � ve 
words are released and writers 
and poets have a week to include 
them in a poem of  50 lines or 
fewer using the words. The poet 
could focus on the � ve words or 
use them to explore other ideas.

“I did several poems,” he 
said. “I did it every week as 
part of  my therapy, and then 
I’d share it with writers in the 
group.”

Rolf ’s ideas about what to 
write began to center around 
what his life in Brattleboro had 
been. Eventually, his poem 
“The University of  Brattleboro 
and the Uncluttered Table” was 
shortlisted in the contest.

“I knew there was a story I 
wanted to tell,” Rolf  said. He 
wanted to pull all of  his per-
sonal history in Brattleboro into 
a single poem.

“There was the University 
of  Brattleboro. Our relation-
ship as a couple,” he said. 
“There were the problems of  
Brattleboro. But it was mostly 
a poem about the joy of  creation 
in a community.”

Having his poem shortlisted 
opened up the opportunity for 
him to read the poem at a pub 
event in Cork, Ireland. The 
Parker-Houghtons decided to 
make an adventure of  it and go 
to the reading.

The fact that they lacked 
passports complicated the situ-
ation, but with the help of  U.S. 
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ office, 
they were able to get them in 
early April and left for Ireland 
the next day.

They jokingly refer to it as 
the “University of  Brattleboro 
International Poetry Tour.”

They were in Ireland from 
April 8 to 16 and did the read-
ing on the 10th.

Rolf  is part of  the Write 
Act ion writers  g roup in 
Brattleboro, and the reading 
opened up some new ideas 
about “what an open mic and 
writing group can be,” he said.

“It was so friendly, and peo-
ple stayed and listened to others 

after they read their own work. 
There was hugging, a feeling of  
community,” he said. Writers 
also read the poetry of  other 
poets and not just their own, 
and “having great poetry read 
by people who love it was won-
derful,” Rolf  said. “It was ex-
posing all of  us to great poetry.”

Being used to readings where 
poets come, read their own 
works, and get feedback, Rolf  
said it’s been great to bring the 
poetry reading ideas he saw in 
Ireland to his readings in the 
Brattleboro area.

The third Thursday open po-
etry readings held at 6 p.m. at 
Brattleboro’s Drawing Studio 
are open to all kinds of  poetry. 
Rolf  said that the poets first 
read and discuss a favorite po-
et’s work before they read their 
own, which has helped turn the 
reading into a “mini-education 
symposium.”

The couple always have proj-
ects in the works. The Parker-
Houghtons unveiled the � rst of  
their Perpetual Treasure Code 
projects: a cryptogram on the 
side of  the Boomerang Building 
on Main Street.

It’s the first of  10 such 
crypto codes that they hope 
to get up on the side of  several 
Brattleboro buildings, all lead-
ing to modest treasures hidden 
around the community.

The one going up in the al-
ley by Boomerang tells people 
how to find a glass diamond 
the couple buried somewhere 
in the area.

“So many people are on the 
verge of  giving up hope,” Rolf  
said. “That is another form of  
depression. I believe that being 
creative with other people in a 
community is a way of  dealing 
with that, a way of  creating 
a completely different situa-
tion. Housing and other issues 
are extremely important to a 
community, but we also need 
to have community art spaces 
and events.”

The couple funds all the 
projects through t-shirt sales 
available at the free events they 
run, and at Cynthia’s website, 
houghtonart.com .

More information and details 
about new projects — including 
an upcoming March 30 Eggster 
catapult event on Whetstone 
Brook — can be found on the 
University of  Brattleboro website
( universetyofbrattleboro.com ) 
and its Facebook page .  

THIS 
SPACE
FOR RENT
You, and some 20,000 
other readers, are 
looking at Windham 
County’s best ad-
vertising value. To 
promote your busi-
ness in the next issue 
of The Commons, 
call us at (802) 246-
6397 or e-mail ads@
commonsnews.org.
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Dine In
Live Music
Online Ordering for
Take Out / Delivery.

Free delivery 
in downtown area!

latchispub.com

Classic Rock Band drummer 
seeking a lead guitarist, and a male lead 
vocalist to play at small 
parties, events, etc. 
for fun!

Interested? 
Call for info.
(802) 258-7056

seeking a lead guitarist, and a male lead 

dfd
latchis.com | 802.246.1500

GHOSTBUSTERS: 
FROZEN EMPIRE PG-13
FRIDAY                4:15 / 7 / 9:10
SATURDAY          4:45 / 7 / 9:10
SUNDAY                            2 & 7
MON.-THUR.                4:15 & 7

DUNE: PART 2 PG-13        
FRIDAY                           4 & 7
SAT. & SUN.                     2 & 7
MON.-THUR.                    4 & 7

KUNG FU PANDA 4 PG
FRIDAY           4:15 / 6:45 / 8:50
SATURDAY     2:15 / 6:45 / 8:50
SUNDAY                  2:15 & 6:45
MON.-THUR.          4:15 & 6:45

ARTHUR THE 
KING                PG-13
FRIDAY           4:15 / 6:50 / 8:45
SATURDAY     2:15 / 6:50 / 8:45
SUNDAY                  2:15 & 6:50
MON.-THUR.          4:15 & 6:50

STUDIO GHIBLI: 
MY NEIGHBOR TOTORO (G) 
SAT. @ 11AM  /  SUN. @ 4PM

latchis.com | 802.246.1500

RESPECT          PG-13  
3:50 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:30 & 9:10 PM – NIGHTLY

CANDYMAN          R

4 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:50 & 8:50 PM – NIGHTLY

FREE GUY       PG-13  
3:40 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:40 & 9 PM – NIGHTLY

GREEN KNIGHT R  
4 PM DAILY – SAT.
6:45 PM – NIGHTLY
(NO 6:45 THURSDAY, 9/2)

REMINISCENCE PG-13  
9:15 PM – NIGHTLY

Latchis Arts’ 
Spotlight Film Series

November’s theme: 
Black Voices
Featuring “Get Out”
Thursday, Nov. 5, at 7 pm
Suggested donation $10
Continues Thursdays 
in November
Sponsored by 
Hermit Thrush Brewery

Visit latchis.com

T H E A T R E
latchis.com          802.246.1500

Manager’s Pick of the Week 
ROCKETMAN          R

1:50 matinees Sat & Sun
6:50 & 9:00 nightly

DARK PHOENIX PG-13
1:45 matinees Sat & Sun 

6:40 & 9:00 nightly

THE SECRET LIFE OF 
PETS 2   PG

2:00 matinees Sat & Sun
6:45 nightly

FRIDAY 6/7 - 
THURSDAY 6/13

GODZILLA: KING OF 
THE MONSTERS    PG-13

1:40 matinees Sat & Sun
6:40 & 9:00 nightly

Bolshoi Ballet presents: 
CARMEN/
PETRUSCHKA        PG
Sunday, June 9th at 4:00 PM

AUG. 27 – SEPT. 2MARCH 22-28

  UNIVERSITY OF BRATTLEBORO 

A grainy photo shows a glimpse of  Green Mountain 
Tiny Foot, part of  the alternate universes imagined 
by Rolf  and Cynthia Parker-Houghton. 

■ University of Brattleboro FROM SECTION FRONT

 BRATTLEBORO—Vermont 
Theatre Company is seeking ac-
tors for its � rst ever 24-Hour Play 
Festival, which will be performed 
Saturday, April 27, at the Evening 
Star Grange in Dummerston. 
Four short plays will be written, 
cast, rehearsed, and performed 
within a 24-hour period.

“24-hour plays are a fun, fast, 
and intense way to create the-
ater,” note organizers in a news 
release. Actors will audition for 
a group of  writers and directors 
on Friday, April 26, at 6 p.m. at 

the Grange. Writers will then 
each write a 10–20 minute play 
overnight. Actors will return to 
the Grange the next morning, re-
hearse their play over the course 
of  the day, and give one perfor-
mance that evening.

Actors of  any age, type, or level 
of  experience are encouraged to 
participate. All actors who choose 
to participate will be cast. If  in-
terested, visit  vermonttheatre.
org/auditions  and � ll out the au-
dition form.

The writers for this year’s 

festival will be Jesse Tidd, 
Michael Nethercott, Jessica 
Callahan Gelter, and James Gelter. 
Their plays will be directed 
by Ben Stockman, Charlene 
Kennedy, Shannon Ward, and 
Isaiah LaPierre, respectively.

Vermont Theatre Company is 
a nonpro� t community theater 
that has provided Brattleboro-
area artists and audiences op-
portunities to enjoy theater for 
40 years. For more information, 
visit  vermonttheatre.org . 

 Actors sought for VTC 24-hour Play Festival  

 B R A T T L E B O R O —
Brattleboro House Concerts 
— Under the Maple (chez 
Grossman/Peel) presents banjo 
player, singer, songwriter, and 
percussive dancer Evie Ladin on 
Thursday, March 28 at 7 p.m.

Ladin’s clawhammer banjo 
playing, voice, real stories, and 
rhythmic dance have been heard 
from  A Prairie Home Companion
to  Lincoln  Center,   Celt i c 
Connections  to  Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass , Brazil to Bali.

A creator and facilitator, Ladin 
grew up steeped in traditional 
folk music/dance up and down 
the East Coast, engaging in new 
work and classic roots. “She 
writes clever lyrics with ma-
ture arrangements, calls rowdy 
square dances for urban crowds, 
choreographs new body music/
percussive dance for contempo-
rary dance and � lm, leads semi-
nars in movement anthropology, 
... and gardens,” from her home 
base in Oakland, California, say 
organizers.

The evening concert also 
offers drinks and homemade 
baked goods. Admission is 
by donation at the door, with 
100% going to the performer. 
Reservations are required; email 
BrattleboroHouseConcerts@gmail.
com  to attend and receive more 
details. 

 Singer-
songwriter 
Evie Ladin 
will perform  

 MARLBORO—The Marlboro 
Studio School is enrolling for its 
third term of  studio classes be-
ginning this April on the 500+ 
acre Potash Hill campus on South 
Road. Spring 2024 course o� er-
ings include week-long work-
shops and multi-week studio 
classes.

The School began o� ering stu-
dio classes in the spring of  2023 
in the visual arts facilities of  the 
former Marlboro College. In re-
sponse to positive feedback, the 
Marlboro Studio School has in-
creased the number of  courses, 
widened the breadth of  media 
offered in studio classes, and 

added a variety of  workshops for 
spring 2024.

Multi-week community stu-
dio class offerings include sev-
eral ceramics classes using both 
handbuilding and wheel-throw-
ing for students of  all levels, led 
by Marlboro Studio School di-
rector and ceramic artist David 
Eichelberger.

One-week artist-led workshops 
will provide the opportunity for 
intensive study in Greenwood 
chair making with Gina Siepel; 
wax carving and lost wax met-
alcasting with Vanessa Graham 
and Will Nevins-Alderfer, and 
a weekend intensive botanical 

contact printing with Hilary 
Baker.

Workshops will take advan-
tage of  both the purpose-built 
studio spaces and the surround-
ing natural area of  the Potash 
Hill campus.

More information about 
classes, workshops, and en-
ro l lment  can  be  found at 
marlborostudioschool.org . For 
updates about Marlboro Studio 
School programs and courses 
delivered to your email inbox, 
subscribe to their email list 
at  marlborostudioschool.org/
subscribe . 

 Marlboro Studio School announces 
spring workshops and classes  

 Evie Ladin 

 P U T N E Y — “ D o m e s t i c 
Pleasures,” a series of  black and 
white photographs by Lynne 
Weinstein, is on exhibit at the 
Putney Public Library through 
June 1.

Weinstein is a teacher and 
photographer whose work has 
been supported by the Vermont 
Arts Council and the Vermont 
Community Foundation Arts 
Fund. Before teaching at The 
Putney School, Lynne was a 
long-time volunteer at In-Sight 
Photography Project and the 
Vermont Center for Photography 
in Brattleboro.

Before moving to Vermont, she 
worked as a photo editor at  Life
magazine and as a freelance edi-
torial photographer. She has ex-
perimented with many formats 
including alternative processes, 4 

x 5 cameras, and iPhones.
Weinstein,  who l ives  in 

Putney, said in a news release 
that “‘Domestic Pleasures’ grew 
out of  my interest in chores and 
their enduring presence in our 
lives. I wanted to investigate 
how I could transform mundane 
work into moments of  beauty. It 
was both a mindfulness activity 
of  � nding wonder and a formal 
exercise in building strong com-
positions with the help of  natural 
light. Each image is a self-portrait 
shot on 4 x 5 � lm and printed on 
silver gelatin paper.”

The show is free at Putney 
Public Library, 55 Main St. The 
library is open Monday through 
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
(10 a.m. to 1 p.m, from April to 
October). 

 Putney Public Library 
exhibits ‘Domestic 
Pleasures, Photographs 
by Lynne Weinstein’  

Breath of the Heart
Enlivening • Deeply Healing

Kaiilama Morris
Therapeutic Breath PractitionerTherapeutic Breath Practitioner

37 Sawmill Road Newfane, VT
(413) 512-0470

lovingspirit1@gmail.com
www.breathoftheheart.com

“Breath is the master key to health and “Breath is the master key to health and 
wellness, a function we can learn to regulate wellness, a function we can learn to regulate 
and develop in order to improve our physical, and develop in order to improve our physical, 

mental, and spiritual well-being.” mental, and spiritual well-being.” 
— Andrew Weil, MD

Individual & Group Sessions Available
Offering Women/Mother Groups
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Here’s a great option for your investment or as an owner occupant! 
This 4 unit multi-family has a convenient country location within an easy drive to Mount Snow 
and Stratton as well as lots of character and history. Three units are rented and the fourth unit 
is a canvas for a buyer to finish to their taste. There’s also generally unfinished space on the 
third floor for storage or potential other uses. There’s a carport out front and a garage that could 
be utilized with some attention. There is a lot of potential here just waiting for the next owner!

EXCLUSIVE: $185,000

Ask for AJ
802-257-7979 x1

255 Western Ave, Brattleboro, VT
www.bellvillerealty.com

      

      255 WESTERN AVENUE 
      BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301 
     WWW.BELLVILLEREALTY.COM 
     802-257-7979 
 

        
 

 

 This cozy oasis, nestled behind a row of 
ornamental trees is move in ready! This 
comfortable three bedroom cape has a 
cheerful, spacious kitchen with butcher 
block counter tops and wood floors 
throughout. There is a deck, a level back 
yard, a one car garage and a paved 
driveway. Bring your furniture and your 
recipes, snuggle in and make this house 
your home. This pleasant neighborhood 
is an easy walk to downtown, the 
hospital and Oak Grove and Brattleboro 
High Schools. 

$176,500 : CALL SUSAN BELLVILLE 802-
257-7979 X2 

 Putney

   DEMOCRACY HAS  a lot to recom-
mend it: all those opportunities 
to participate in the govern-
ing process, to consider pub-

lic matters with your neighbors in Town 
Meeting or with elected representatives in 
Congress.

 Unlike a monarchy, with a single per-
son in charge, or an aristocracy, with a few 
elites in charge, a democracy gives ordi-
nary citizens the chance to think beyond 
their private concerns and about the pub-
lic good.

But thinking about the public good is 
extremely challenging for human beings. 
We know how monarchs confused their 
personal whims for divine decree. But 
that can’t be true of  citizens in a democ-
racy, right?

Not so.
Just as monarchs devolved into tyrants, 

so (lowercase-d) democrats dissolve into 
factions. And when one faction becomes a 
majority, it can threaten the body politic.

A tyranny of  the majority, just like 
an individual tyrant, can impose its will 
on everyone, thus destroying everyone’s 
freedoms.

 L UCKILY, THE  Constitution puts up a lot of  
guardrails to protect the rights of  minor-
ity viewpoints. 

Majorities are thwarted by the sepa-
ration of  powers. Just because a faction 
takes over the legislative branch doesn’t 
mean it will control the White House.

Majorities are also thwarted through 
federalism. A faction may take over in one 
state but not the nation as a whole. The 
majority may impose its will on the citi-
zens of  Alaska but not on the citizens of  
Vermont.

And � nally, an independent judiciary 
ensures that the rights of  minorities are 
protected under the Constitution.

These three elements — separation of  
powers, federalism, and rule of  law — 
are designed to save us from ourselves. 
By forcing each branch of  government 
to check the other, by giving states sov-
ereignty over their own a� airs, and by 

limiting government powers through a 
Bill of  Rights, the Constitution makes it 
harder for any single faction to take over.

This form of  government is the most 
complicated form of  government there is. 
Indeed, its complexity is why it has lasted 
as long as it has.

 W ITHOUT A  civics education, however, 
people have no clue about the purpose be-
hind the complexity. They may not un-
derstand why we have a Bill of  Rights, 
why we have three branches of  govern-
ment, or why the states have as much 
power as they do. 

Without a civics education, citizens 
might come to believe that the right to 
free speech serves only fanatics or that the 
right to religious expression serves only 
bigots.

They might come to believe that a 
majority faction has pretty good ideas 
and that the real threat to democracy is 
their political opponents, who certainly 
shouldn’t be allowed to say nasty things or 
believe superstitious nonsense.

In other words, without a civics educa-
tion, we are more easily seduced by the 
beliefs of  the majority.

V I E W P O I N T

MEG MOTT , a longtime Marlboro 
College professor of political science, 
serves as Putney’s town moderator and 
describes herself as a “Constitution 
wrangler.” 

Can civics save us 
from ourselves?

Vermont is one of 

11 states that do not 

require students to study 

civics before graduation. Without 

a civics education, we are more easily 

seduced by the beliefs of the majority 

— and we are at risk of believing that 

the majority speaks for everyone.

  PHOTOILLUSTRATION/IMAGE FROM JUMPSTORY.COM  
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C R O S S W O R D
appears this week on page B4

 Brattleboro

   WHEN YOUR  U.S. rep-
resentative calls to 
ask if  you’ll be her 
special guest at the 

State of  the Union, you say “Of  
course!” and hope nothing oc-
curs in your life to prevent it.

 I am sure I won’t forget get-
ting that call from Becca Balint, 
and not only because there 
is a video on social media of  
her making it. Even though 
Vermont is a small state, there 
are still thousands of  people she 
could have asked, and it was an 
honor to be chosen. And it is 
a tremendous gift to share the 
work happening in our commu-
nity in a broader way.

I was amazed by many things 
during my time in Washington, 
D.C.

First, there are a lot of  di� er-
ent kinds of  people roaming the 
halls of  the congressional of-
� ce buildings, not just political 
appointees and their sta� . I am 
not sure how many of  us realize 
you can just go in and hang out. 
The accessibility made it really 
feel like it was “for the people,” 
even if  you aren’t guaranteed an 
appointment or the chance to be 
in committee rooms.

I loved the diversity of  peo-
ple I saw — veterans, teenag-
ers, a group of  people wearing 
teal-colored sashes, another 
wearing orange shirts and black 
pants, people in suits, fami-
lies with young children — and 
wondered why each of  them 
was there. I had been worried 
about being uncomfortable in 
an unknown environment, and 
instead I felt like I belonged be-
cause I was one of  many from 
far-� ung corners of  the United 
States.

 A S  I  SPENT TIME  with Rep. 
Balint and her sta� , I was also 

struck by the pace of  the envi-
ronment. It felt relentless, al-
ways on the move, trying to 
keep to the schedule as planned, 
digest and respond to new in-
formation on the � y (a proposed 
bill about TikTok was caus-
ing the phones to ring a lot that 
day), be present to vote, meet 
with media outlets for inter-
views, then � nd a few minutes 
to eat before the evening activi-
ties begin. 

It made me appreciate that 
we have a representative who is 
committed to thinking deeply 
about issues that matter to us, 
researching to understand, stay-
ing curious and open to new 
information, and bringing her 
best self  to decision-making.

D.C. feels like a place that 
wears down many people in 
the grind, and I am grateful for 
those who are truly willing to 
serve in the face of  these chal-
lenges. It is vital to stay con-
nected to the world outside of  
the D.C. bubble, and having 

 D I S P A T C H 

 ‘I am grateful to 
be reminded of 
our North Star’ 
 A guest in the audience 
for the president’s State 
of the Union address 
refl ects on the experience  

CHLOE LEAREY
is the executive director of 
Winston Prouty Center 
for Child and Family 
Development in Brattleboro. 
In announcing that Learey 
would accompany her to the 
State of the Union address, 
U.S. Rep. Becca Balint said 
that her guest “understands 
the impacts bold and cre-
ative investments in housing 
mean for a family’s stabil-
ity and a child’s future” 
and said that Learey “rep-
resents the type of creative 
community leadership we 
need across the state and the 
country to address the hous-
ing crisis.” 

■ SEE NORTH STAR, C2

L E T T E R S  F R O M  R E A D E R S

   ‘This thinking 
isn’t gonna go 
down too well at 
the Union Hall’ 

  For those of  you in the 
Windham Northeast won-

dering how negotiations are 
going, I’ve got news for you: 
Thanks to Susan Smallheer’s 
recent story in the  Brattleboro
Reformer  [“Windham Northeast 
Supervisory Union, teach-
ers’ union, head to mediation,” 
March 11] you already know 
as much as the school boards 
do, which is: It’s headed for 
mediation.

 Let me explain.
Right now, it looks like af-

ter making nicey-nicey with the 
Windham Northeast Education 
Association for a few negotiat-
ing sessions, we just didn’t man-
age to cuddle the teachers union 
quite hard enough.

But I don’t actually know, 
because our board negotiators 
won’t tell us.

Personally, I think at least the 
high school would be better o�  
with some anticipatory reduc-
tions in force. How can you set 
sta�  ng, as a for-instance, if  you 

don’t have an inkling of  what 
you’re going to need to pay 
them? It’s called lunacy.

The way I look at it — which, 
of  course, is blindfolded — a 
high-performing school board, 
or boards, would RIF a negoti-
ating team that refuses to share 
basic, essential information with 
the boards they represent.

Maybe we’d all have to show 
up in Kevlar after that, but try 
thinking long here.

Never mind that many cur-
rent Vermonters can no lon-
ger a� ord the largesse. At the 
high school, there’s a cadre 
praying every day for the re-
turn of  Chris Hodsden, our 
former principal, and Paul 
Obuchowski, a longtime school 
insider, who aren’t too happy 
about our dismantling of  their 
Bridge Over the River Kwai. 
So much so that they’ve ad-
mitted to being players in the 
e� ort to defeat the BFUHS 
budget, which in their town of  
Rockingham they actually suc-
ceeded in doing.

Wow! A 3.5% year-over-year 
budget increase which entailed 
only one reduction in force 
wasn’t good enough for them 

because they wanted our ad-
ministration’s proposed budget 
increase of  7.7%.

And operating on the “free 
money” mantra from the origi-
nal Act 127 legislation — which 
opened up an early $250 mil-
lion shortfall in the state educa-
tion fund, now hastily stitched 
closed by the Legislature — 
they make the argument that 
most property owners are “pro-
tected,” based on their incomes, 
from paying the full freight.

Well, let me tell you, it don’t 
work that way, because only 
about a third of  the ed fund is 
funded through the property 
tax. The rest of  it comes from 
sources like the state sales tax, 
the rooms and meals tax, and 
the property transfer tax — 
and, oh, and I almost forgot, the 
most regressive tax of  all, the 
Vermont Lottery.

No, it wasn’t free money — it 
was simply coming out of  your 
other pocket.

So what do I want? I want to 
reduce our pro� igate spend-
ing at Bellows Falls Union 
High School, where we have 
a signi� cant group of  schol-
ars who aren’t reading above 

a third-grade level. (Oh, yes, 
really!)

And I want to collapse those 
redundant resources down to 
the elementary level so kids will 
have a better chance of  getting 
the basics when it would do ev-
ery single one of  them, and us, 
the most good.

Yeah, I know this thinking 
isn’t gonna go down too well at 
the Union Hall, but I do think 
it’s about time we start having 
that discussion. 

 David Clark 
 Westminster 

     Thanks to 
Brattleboro voters 

  Thank you to all of  the vot-
ers who turned out for the 

Brattleboro election on March 
5. Democracy is alive and well 
in our town.

 And thank you to those who 
voted for me. I hope to repre-
sent those who voted for me 
and those who voted for other 
candidates. The Brattleboro 
Selectboard is a nonpartisan in-
stitution, and that means that 
we have a great deal of  po-
tential for collaboration and 

consensus-building.
I hope to promote that cli-

mate on the Selectboard and 
to be a voice for the people of  
Brattleboro. I intend to ask a lot 
of  questions and make sure is-
sues important to all voters are 
discussed openly and in su�  -
cient detail. 

 Richard Davis 
 Brattleboro 

     A history lesson 

  From the 1977 Likud 
Party platform, as pub-

lished on the American-Israeli 
Cooperative Enterprise website 
( jewishvirtuallibrary.org ):

 “The Right of  the Jewish 
People to the Land of  Israel 
(Eretz Israel): a. The right of  
the Jewish people to the land of  
Israel is eternal and indisput-
able and is linked with the right 
to security and peace; therefore, 
Judea and Samaria will not be 
handed to any foreign adminis-
tration; between the Sea and the 
Jordan there will only be Israeli 
sovereignty.”

Sound familiar? 
 Mary Norton 

 Westminster West 

     To address root 
causes, a horrifi c 
humanitarian 
conflict needs 
to stop 

  As a retired teacher in 
Brattleboro who has 

served the children and families 
of  my community for 27 years, 
I am heartbroken to know that 
the horri� c humanitarian con-
� ict in Gaza continues.

 Since Oct. 7, this con� ict has 
claimed tens of  thousands of  
lives, mostly women and chil-
dren. The lives of  millions of  
civilians and the remaining hos-
tages are again under threat, 
and the United Nations is warn-
ing of  a famine soon.

Rep. Becca Balint should use 
her position to advocate a cease-
� re. She should pledge to vote 
against any more military assis-
tance for Israel without a cease-
� re in place.

Only when the killing stops 
for good can we address the root 
causes of  the con� ict. Israelis 
and Palestinians deserve to live 
in peace. 

 Deb Pierotti 
 Brattleboro   
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916 West River Rd, 
Brattleboro, VT
802-254-2232

wchs4pets.org

www.tcvermont.com
Brattleboro – Burlington – Rutland – Manchester

Ad graciously sponsored by
Trust Company of Vermont

Hi, my name is Gabby. I was surrendered 
when my owner passed away. I am a very 
sweet and outgoing gal looking for someone 
to spoil me rotten. My favorite things are 
going for walk and snuggling in peoples 
laps. I may be able to live with another 
respectful dog, but cats are unknown to 
me and I may want to chase them. I should 
do fine in a home with kids as long as they 
are respectful of me. Please stop by and 
make my dreams come true.

WILL YOU ADOPT ME?

Check Our Full Program Schedule
@ brattleboro.tv

          BCTV
            Local Program Highlights
              Week of: Mar. 18, 2024 – Mar. 24, 2024

Channel 1078 Channel 1079

Here We Are – Ember Rebrina, 
LGBTQ+ Activist, Asylum Seeker: 
Mon 8:30p, Tues 6a, Wed 12:40p, 
Thurs 10:25p & 9:15p, Fri 10a, Sat 
3:25p, Sun 8:15p

Brattleboro Representative Town 
Meeting 2024: Sat 8:30a (LIVE)

The World Fusion Show – Ep 174 
– John Hughes: Mon 5:30p, Tues 
4:30p, Wed 9a, Thurs 6:30a, Fri 
11:30a, Sat 12:30p, Sun 2:30p

Brattleboro Selectboard Mtg. 
3/21/24: Thurs 6:15p (LIVE)

Media Mentoring Project – Voices 
Live with Becca Balint: Mon 7p 
(LIVE,) Fri 3:45p, Sat 9a, Sun 6:15p

Windham Southeast School 
District  Annual Mtg. 3/19/24: Tues 
6p (LIVE,) Fri 6p, Sun 2:30p

Community Conversations on 
Compassion – Compassion for 
(Non-Humans) Animals 3/6/24: 
Wed 4:30p, Thurs 9a, Fri 9:30p, Sat 
2p, Sun 9:30a

River Valleys Unified School 
District Board Mtg. 3/18/24: Wed 
6p, Thurs 8:30a, Fri 12p

Keeping Up with Senior Solutions 
& American Legion Lunch for 
Veterans 3/1/24: Mon 4:20p & 6:35p, 
Tues 6:35a & 11:50a, Wed 6:15a & 
11:50a, Thurs 1:15p, Fri 7:45a, Sat 
12:20p & 6:50p, Sun 8:50p

Newfane Selectboard Mtg. 3/18/24: 
Wed 8:30p, Thurs 6a, Fri 2:30p

Couch Potatoe Productions – 
Harris Hill People 2/18/24: Tues 
12:45p, Wed 3:30p, Thurs 9:45p, Fri 
10:35a, Sat 11a, Sun 5:15p

Vernon Selectboard Mtg. 3/19/24: 
Thurs 9:15p, Fri 5:25a

Windham County Genealogy 
Interest Group – Using A.I in 
Genealogy & Navigating David 
Rumsey Map Collection: Mon 6a, 
Tues 9a, Wed 9p, Fri 6a, Sat 5p, Sun 
12:30p 

Windham Elementary School 
District Board Mtg. 3/19/24: Fri 
8:30p, Sat 5:45a, Sun 12p

Harris Hill Ski Jump 2024 – 
Saturday: Mon 1p, Thurs 1:30p, 
Sat 8p

Brattleboro Development Review 
Board Mtg. 3/20/24: Sat 6p, Sun 9a

Harris Hill Ski Jump 2024 – 
Sunday: Tues 8p, Fri 1p, Sun 9p

Dummerston Selectboard Mtg. 
3/20/24: Sat 8:30p, Sun 5:45a

Energy Week with George Harvey 
& Tom Finnell: Mon 9a, Tues 5p, 
Thurs 11a, Sat 7p

Putney Selectboard Mtg. 3/20/24: 
Sun 6p

Vermontitude – Weekly Episode: 
Tue 11:30a & 6:30p, Wed 6a, Thu 1p, 
Sat 12p, Sun 5p

Newfane Town Meeting 2024: 
Mon 6:15p

News Block:
WTSA News: Mon-Fri 12p & 6p
Reformer News Break: Mon-Fri 
12:05p & 6:05p
BUHS-TV News: Mon-Fri 12:20p & 
6:40p

Jamaica Town Meeting 2024: Tues 
5:45a

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church – 
Weekly Service: Wed 2p, Sat 7:30a, 
Sun 11a 

Guilford Town Meeting 2024: 
Tues 10a

Trinity Lutheran Church – Weekly 
Service: Wed 10a, Thurs 7a, Sun 3p

Putney Town Meeting 2024: Wed 
11:45a

Guilford Community Church - 
Weekly Service: Wed 6:30a, Fri 8p, 
Sun 8a

Town Matters – Weekly Episode: 
Mon 6p, Wed 4:45p, Thurs 11a, Fri 
11:30a

St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
Mass: Sat 4p (LIVE), Tue 6:45a & 2p, 
Thurs 8p

The David Pakman Show: Mon 8a, 
Tue 9a, Wed 5p, Fri 10:30a, Sun 5p

Note: Schedule is subject to change.
watch online at brattleboro.tv 
(802)257-0888

BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by 
The Commons
BCTV’s municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in 
touch. Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.
org

 

Note: Schedule subject to change.

View full schedule and watch online at 
brattleboroTV.org 

BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by The Commons. BCTV’s 
municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in touch. 

Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.org.

Brattleboro Community Television — 257-0888

Be Sure To Check Our Full Program Schedule @ brattleborotv.org
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P L E A S E  N O T E  N E W  C H A N N E L  N U M B E R S !

LOCAL 
PROGRAM 

HIGHLIGHTSMarch 11–17

Computer questions?
Tired of feeling out of control?
 
Patient, Sympathetic Coaching
Macs • Windows • iPads • Tablets 

Annamarie 802-451-1941   
www.PatientSympatheticCoaching.com

COMPUTER 
QUESTIONS?

Tired of feeling out of control?

Patient, Sympathetic Coaching
Macs • Windows
iPads • Tablets

Annamarie 802-451-1941
PatientSympatheticCoaching.com

■ North Star FROM SECTION FRONT

 V I E W P O I N T 

 Few signs of support. Literally. 
 The signs at protests are directed at Israel — not at Hamas, the entity that started 
this war by murdering, raping, and kidnapping more than 1,200 people on Oct. 7  

TIM WESSEL  is a former member of the Brattleboro 
Selectboard and was an independent candidate for state Senate 
in 2023. 

 Brattleboro

   AT A FEW  pro-Palestinian protests that have taken place 
in town, two of  which I’ve witnessed in person, I’ve 
seen several of  my good friends and many other familiar 
Brattleboro faces — people whom I greatly respect, sin-

cerely expressing their horror at the civilian casualties that have 
happened in Gaza. As a father, I connect viscerally with this hor-
ror, and I join my friends in wanting the death to stop as soon as 
possible.

 I’m here to talk not about what I’ve seen, but about what was 
missing.

I haven’t seen many signs, or heard any chants, that promote 
peace in the region while also recognizing the realities of  the Israel/
Hamas war.

Anyone who has studied the history of  this con� ict understands 
that Israel is defending itself  against an enemy that continues to 
proclaim that they will not stop killing Jews and will not stop try-
ing to destroy the entire state of  Israel.

No nation on this Earth would not have declared war after the 
barbaric attack that occurred on Oct. 7. Anyone seeking to bring 
peace to the region should understand why Israel must defend it-
self  against Hamas — an internationally recognized terrorist or-
ganization that is intentionally putting Gazans in the line of  � re by 
literally hiding beneath them using a well-documented series of  
tunnels.

I understand that many of  my friends attending these rallies are 
there because innocent people are dying. Babies are dying. Women 
and the elderly are dying. But if  Hamas has caused this danger to 
a populace of  millions, why do I not see any signs condemning 
Hamas or insisting on the return of  hostages?

Why have I seen no signs for a true bilateral cease� re, one in 
which Hamas surrenders or at least lays down arms (and stops 
shooting daily rockets) and agrees to recognize the nation of  Israel? 
This would bring immediate peace.

So where are those signs and chants?
Instead, it’s “Cease� re now!” with no mention of  this cease� re 

being mutual, which is the de� nition of  the term.
The signs I see are directed at Israel — not at Hamas, which 

started this war by murdering, raping, and kidnapping more than 
1,200 Jews, Americans, Arabs, and citizens of  two dozen countries 
who happened to be in Israel in October.

Instead of  chants and signs for a practical peace, I’ve seen 
charges of  “genocide” — not directed at the terrorists who prom-
ise and show willingness to deliver a Jewish genocide, but directed 
at the Jews of  Israel, six million of  whom were actually murdered 
in the Holocaust, for which the term was invented.

Why would you use that term to describe Israel defending its cit-
izens but fail to use it to describe Hamas, the death-obsessed cult 
that began this war in the � rst place? Can it be “genocide” when 
the population of  Gaza has essentially tripled in the last 25 years?

I believe that at the heart of  these protests is an agenda that re-
fuses to acknowledge that Israel, and the Jews who live there, have 
a right to exist. That’s a problem. And Israelis see calls for cease� re 
as a call to stop defending themselves against those who want them 
all dead. Also a problem.

 I N THE PAST FEW MONTHS,  I’ve become friends with many Jews 
throughout Windham County who have family and friends in 
Israel. 

They have asked me, as a non-Jew, to help them understand why 
so many people chant and carry signs with slogans that point � n-
gers directly at Israel, and none at Hamas.

They have asked me why people who we all know to be good, 
kind, and progressive could possibly blame Israel for defending it-
self  against terrorists.

They want to understand how people who claim to believe in 
women’s rights, LGBTQ freedoms, and a democratic rule of  law 
could possibly be on the side of  an extremist belief  system that ac-
tively works to destroy those ideals.

My answer to those questions is often that I don’t believe most 
of  the protesters fully understand the politics of  the Middle East. 
I say that many haven’t studied the history of  the con� icts and that 
most have been taken in by an advanced Hamas propaganda ma-
chine that ridiculously claims that Jews are not indigenous to the 
land of  Judea.

I say that I hope most of  my friends in those protests are reacting 
to the death of  innocents, even though I know that many of  those 
same friends never expressed outrage at the horrors of  Oct. 7.

This has shaken me to my core.
I don’t want to believe that my friends and others that I re-

spect could possibly be showing a bias against Jews, just for being 
Jewish. But as time goes by, I’m having trouble believing that theirs 
is only a concern for innocent lives.

Time and time again, I see only one side represented in these 
emotional moments at pro-Palestine events. Even when I point 
out that over 20% of  Israeli citizens are Arabs with full rights 
and serve at high levels in elected government, I’m told that Israel 
practices “apartheid.”

More than half  of  the Jews of  Israel would be considered non-
white here, yet the perception of  Israel being a “white oppressor” 
in a region of  brown-skinned people continues. Is this ignorance, 
or is it a willingness to believe that whatever skin color a Jew pos-
sesses, they are bad?

My new Jewish friends who support Israel, neighbors you know 
and see daily, are exhausted and frightened at how one-sided the 
conversation has become.

To them, it seems that protesters speak loudly for innocent 
Gazan lives, but are silent for the Israeli victims. They hear the 
rage for the babies caught in the current cross� re, but they never 
heard those voices crying out for the Jewish babies killed and 
kidnapped.

They watch in disbelief  as women’s rights groups here are si-
lent as Israeli women and girls tell their tales of  horror and rape. 
And they are stunned to witness the credibility a� orded to the 
terrorist lies against Israel — many easily refuted — while Jewish 
voices and video evidence are brushed aside.

 S O WHY DO  I, as a white, non-Jew, German/Irish American, write 
all of  this? 

Because if  you are on the streets demanding that Israel lay 
down arms and you are not asking the same of  Hamas, you are 
siding with terrorists, and I question your moral compass.

Because you are on the wrong side of  history, and the world 
will not look kindly upon you, just as the world has now con-
demned all apologists for Hitler leading up to and through World 
War II.

Because you’re being played by groups who seek to dehuman-
ize Jews and delegitimize Israel’s right to exist. Your concern for 
innocent civilians is being used as a political tool to strengthen a 
group of  radical thugs who care nothing about the loss of  inno-
cent Palestinian life —and truly despise the ideals of  progressive 
democracy that you hold.

History also does not look kindly on those who are silent when 
Jews are threatened or attacked here on our soil. If  you have cho-
sen to not speak out, consider doing so.

If  you do nothing else, think for a few moments about your 
Jewish friends. Ask them how they’ve been since Oct. 7, and tell 
them that you will stand by their side if  they are attacked.

It’s likely this will be met with tears and gratitude, because this 
moment in time is scary for Jews. Many have a visceral connec-
tion to Israel, if  not a direct connection. For many, it feels like 
Germany in the 1930s, when hate was growing into a movement 
of  mass murder.

 D O YOU FEEL  the need to criticize Israel? 
Go for it. My Jewish friends largely dislike the leader-

ship of  Israel, and many sympathize deeply with the plight of  
Palestinians, who are saddled with even worse leaders.

But for the sake of  all that’s morally decent, do not deny an 
entire people the right to defend themselves from murderers. 
Criticizing Israel is not anti-Semitic, but denying Jews the right to 
defend themselves from attacks most certainly is.

If  I � nd that over time those messages on the rally placards 
change from the very threatening “Globalize the Intifada” to ones 
like “Self-Determination for All,” that they seek to promote a 
lasting and co-existing Arab/Israeli peace, I’ll be out there march-
ing by your side.

But you cannot advocate for a real, lasting truce by denying one 
side its right to exist. 

guests at the SOTU seems like 
one way to keep it real.

I was also able to meet with 
sta�  members of  our two 
Vermont senators, Bernie 
Sanders and Peter Welch. They 
took time to learn about our 
plans to build 300 units of  
mixed-income housing on the 
Winston Prouty Center cam-
pus, hopefully starting in mid-
2025. They listened attentively, 

o� ered suggestions, and said 
they would keep an ear out for 
opportunities to help.

 T HE  S TATE OF THE  U NION  it-
self  is a ritual of  pomp and 
circumstance. 

Watching senators, cabinet 
members, and Supreme Court 
justices enter the chamber, then 
greet representatives and col-
leagues, reminded me that this 

is one big workplace, and that 
it has dynamics we all experi-
ence.  Who is sitting where? Who 
is talking to whom? Who is being 
avoided?

Our jobs and the scope of  our 
responsibilities may be di� er-
ent, but we are all humans just 
the same.

This idea resonated for me 
when President Biden spoke 
about our North Star in his 
address: “The very idea of  
America is that we’re all cre-
ated equal, deserve to be treated 
equally throughout our lives. 
We’ve never fully lived up 
to that idea, but we’ve never 
walked away from it, either.”

This is one of  the possibilities 
for us as we look to the future 
— to keep walking, to build the 
world we want, where everyone 
belongs, has what they need, 

and contributes their gifts to the 
community.

I visited the National 
Museum of  African American 
History and Culture in the 
morning before the State of  the 
Union and was reminded of  
how much further we must go 
in combating systemic racism 
despite the gains we have made.

I was particularly struck by 
the Emmett Till exhibit and the 
fact that so many things have 
not changed. It is hard not to 
feel hopeless.

I am grateful to be reminded 
of  our North Star and inspired 
to keep recognizing community 
needs, identifying creative so-
lutions, and inviting collabora-
tion in problem solving to create 
hope and possibility during 
daunting times. 

  INSTAGRAM.COM/REPBECCAB/ 

President Joe Biden speaks to the three branches of  our federal government in his State of  the Union address on 
March 7. In the audience was Chloe Learey, executive director of  the Winston Prouty Center for Child and Family 
Development in Brattleboro, the guest of  U.S. Rep. Becca Balint. 
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Windham County

VERMONT IS one of  11 states 
that do not require students 
to study civics before gradu-
ation. The only Vermonters 
who are required to under-
stand the complexities of  a 
(small-r) republican form of  
government are those taking 
the U.S. Citizenship Test.

Immigrants are more likely 
to know that there are cur-
rently four women on the 
Supreme Court and that the 
Constitution was ratified by 
state conventions and why 
that is important. They are 
more likely to know that to 
run for Senate does not re-
quire that you are native 
born.

Recognizing the need 
for civics education, the 
Secretary of  State’s Office re-
cently launched a civics pro-
gram offering resources and 
incentives for public school 
teachers.

Two children’s books by 
Vermont author Christy 
Mihaly, one on the First 
Amendment and one on the 
Supreme Court, explain the 
complexities of  a republican 
form of  government using 
poetry and pictures.

Young readers learn how 
the five freedoms guaran-
teed in the First Amendment 
are “democracy’s founda-
tion” and how the Supreme 
Court protected the rights of  
school children to not pledge 
allegiance to the flag just one 
year after they had ruled in 
the opposite direction.

Both of  these books help 
young Vermonters see the 
guardrails in place to restrain 
democratic excesses.

FOCUSING ON democratic en-
gagement itself  does not nec-
essarily save us from the error 
of  failing to protect minori-
ties. It becomes all too easy to 
believe that one point of  view 
speaks for the whole.

A recently published 
Vermont civics education re-
source shows how this can 
happen.

On page 14 of  the infor-
mational comic book Freedom 
and Unity, Take Back 
Vermont protestors are la-
beled as an “anti-gay” move-
ment. The caption informs 
us that Vermont has a history 
of  racism and eugenics, im-
plying that only conservatives 
are cut from the same fabric 
as the bigots of  the past.

Just as religious majorities 
in other states revel in impos-
ing their values on LGBTQ 
communities, so Vermont 
progressives take delight in 
imposing their values on reli-
gious minorities.

A fundamental prem-
ise of  freedom of  speech is 
that minority voices have 
value. Without an informed 
understanding of  the First 
Amendment, leaders endors-
ing a liberal orthodoxy may 
believe they are acting in ev-
eryone’s interests when they 
make it harder for conserva-
tive and libertarian speech to 
be heard or for religious be-
liefs to be respected.

Without civics, Vermonters 
are at risk of  believing that 
the majority speaks for 
everyone.

The First Amendment re-
minds all of  us that our free-
doms depend on our capacity 
for mutual respect. These 
freedoms give minorities the 
opportunity to counter the 
reasoning of  the majority.

If  more people knew their 
civics, minorities might be 
more outspoken, causing the 
majority to reconsider some 
of  their own biases.

We don’t have to endorse 
what others say, but we all 
benefit from their right to 
say it.

We don’t have to believe 
what others believe, but we 
all benefit from their rights of  
conscience.

By respecting each other’s 
freedoms enough to actually 
consider dissent, majorities 
have less control over what 
can be said.

Brattleboro

AS THE Windham & 
Windsor Housing 
Trust and its co-de-
veloper Evernorth 

continue to plan for breaking 
ground on the Alice Holway 
Drive Development that will 
create 25 new rental homes 
in Putney, a lot of  questions 
have been circulating about the 
project.

The first issue pertains to 
who is eligible to live in the new 
Alice Holway Drive homes and 
how they are selected.

These are two distinct com-
ponents to the process, but they 
are both determined through 
the application process.

The first component — eli-
gibility — is solely determined 
by the applicant’s income. And 
because we serve households 
with a range of  incomes, within 
the mix of  the 25 homes, some 
apartments will have lower in-
come eligibility limits, and some 
will have higher eligibility in-
come limits, with these limits 
applied to each apartment size.

This mixed-income approach 
is designed to meet the hous-
ing needs of  households with a 
variety of  income levels. The 
income ranges at Alice Holway 
Drive are $34,400 for a single 
person and up to $88,400 for a 
family of  three.

The income limits that de-
termine eligibility are based on 
a percentage of  area medium 
income (AMI) and were de-
termined during the planning 
process. While the percent of  
AMI hasn’t changed and won’t 
change, the actual income used 
to determine eligibility will 
fluctuate from year to year as 
area medium income rises or 
falls.

There is no wait list for this 
new property and applications 
will become available when con-
struction is near completion.

The second component 
comes after eligibility is deter-
mined. Applicants are processed 
through a resident selection 
protocol that includes reference 
checks, a credit report review, 
and a determination of  whether 
the applicant can afford to pay 
the rent for the apartment for 
which they qualify.

ANOTHER AREA OF persistent 
confusion is whether this proj-
ect was designed exclusively 
to provide homes to commu-
nity members who are currently 
homeless. The answer to this 
is no.

Alice Holway Drive is not 
designed as a Permanent 
Supportive Housing com-
munity, a model that offers 
programming and on-site sup-
portive services to residents 
who have experienced chronic 
homelessness. The only two 
permanent supportive housing 
sites in Windham County are 
both in Brattleboro.

Instead, Alice Holway Drive 
is designed to meet a variety 
of  housing needs in the com-
munity, including for those at 
the very low end of  the income 
spectrum.

As such, five apartments have 
been designated for community 
members with very low incomes 

who are at risk of  homeless-
ness, and they all have proj-
ect-based vouchers attached to 
them which will pay a portion 
of  the resident’s rent. These 
apartments are built to the same 
specifications and quality as 
all the other apartments in the 
project.

All residents at Alice Holway 
Drive will have access to ser-
vices through a collaboration 
with SEVCA and WWHT’s 
SASH (Support and Services 
at Home) for All Team, which 
provides community program-
ming and individual support 
with a focus on health and well-
being, community building, and 
housing retention.

QUESTIONS HAVE ALSO come 
up about our co-developer, 
Evernorth. People want to 
know who they are and what 
role they play in the community.

Evernorth, previously known 
as Housing Vermont, is a non-
profit organization that pro-
vides extra capacity to Vermont 
community development or-
ganizations like the Windham 
& Windsor Housing Trust. In 
its 35-year history of  working 
in Vermont, Evernorth has co-
developed more than 120 com-
munities throughout the state, 
including the Exner Block and 
the Howard Block in Bellows 
Falls, the apartments above the 
Brattleboro Food Co-op, and 
the Noyes House and Putney 

Landing Apartments in Putney.
Evernorth has decades of  ex-

perience in real estate develop-
ment finance and helps identify 
and secure equity investments 
for the projects it co-develops.

Admittedly, this tax credit 
program is complicated. 
Essentially, the equity funds 
from investors pay for the con-
struction, and their return 
comes not from rents paid by 
tenants, but from tax credits al-
located to the project.

This isn’t unique to Alice 
Holway Drive or Vermont. 
This is a federal program that 
Congress created in 1986 to in-
centivize private investment 
in new housing production to 
minimize the use of  taxpayer 
dollars for this purpose.

Investors include community 
banks like Brattleboro Savings 
& Loan, Mascoma Bank, and 
Passumpsic Bank. Regional 
banks include TD Bank and 
M&T Bank (formerly People’s 
United Bank).

One thing unique to 
Vermont: WWHT, Evernorth, 
Vermont Housing & 
Conservation Board, and the 
Vermont Housing Finance 
Agency have all played critical 
roles in ensuring that public in-
vestments go toward affordabil-
ity in perpetuity.

Instead of  allowing for the af-
fordability clause to expire after 
15 years — which is allowed and 
happens elsewhere in the coun-
try — it is protected in deed 
restrictions and covenants and 
continues as a stabilization re-
source and protects the commu-
nity against the volatile market 
prices.

WE SEE A LOT OF interest across 
the state to solve the housing 

n Civics FROM SECTION FRONTR E S P O N S E

Developer addresses ‘areas 
of persistent confusion’
Windham-Windsor Housing Trust offers a response 
about Alice Holway Drive project in Putney 

ELIZABETH BRIDGEWATER is executive director 
of the Windham & Windsor Housing Trust, whose Alice Holway 
Drive apartment project (homemattershere.org/alice-holway-
drive-info-page) in Putney is the subject of a series of appeals 
and lawsuits against the town regarding the project’s approval 
process. This piece is in response to “Anything but compassionate 
and responsible” [Viewpoint, Feb. 21].

L E G I S L A T I V E  U P D A T E

Crazy shade of winter
We can no longer ignore the signs that have 
visited us this past year: catastrophic flooding, 
drought, smoky summer air, and now this barren 
winter. The Legislature is working on it. 

MOLLIE BURKE, 
a Democrat, represents 
the Windham-8 District 
in the Vermont House of 
Representatives.

crisis through in-fill develop-
ment and private efforts. We 
applaud this approach and 
firmly believe that private prop-
erty owners play a critical role 
in addressing the housing crisis.

This is why we elected to im-
plement the Vermont Housing 
Improvement Program (VHIP), 
which provides grants to private 
property owners who are either 
creating a new home or rehab-
bing an apartment that is not 
occupied.

This all-hands-on-deck ap-
proach, with every strategy em-
ployed to create more homes, is 
exactly what we need to move 
us toward a more sustainable 

future.
We are delighted to be in the 

final stages of  pre-construction 
for Alice Holway Drive, and 
we look forward to the fourth 
appeal of  this project being 
resolved.

These homes will be energy 
efficient and will use sustainable 
sources like solar power and 
ground-source heat pumps to 
generate the electricity and heat 
for the building.

Most importantly, however, 
is that community members 
seeking a new home will have a 
wonderful new opportunity in 
Putney.

Brattleboro

AS OUR ATTENTION turns 
to spring and daffo-
dils pop up out of  the 
ground, it is sobering 

to reflect on a winter that never 
really arrived.

For more than 30 years, we 
have heard about the future 
weather and climate scenarios 
that would come to pass if  we 
failed to reduce the greenhouse 
gas emissions that contribute to 
global warming.

Those warnings, mainly un-
heeded, predicted what seemed 
like a far-off future of  dis-
ruption caused by a warming 
planet. Unfortunately, that fu-
ture appears to have arrived at 
our doorstep.

We can no longer ignore the 
signs that have visited us this 
past year: catastrophic flooding, 
drought, smoky summer air, 
and now this barren winter.

For all the complaints about 
winter, it serves a celebratory 
function. To me, the first snows 
spread quiet across the land and 
serve to inspire reflection and an 
inward orientation.

So many of  our social and 
cultural traditions are based in 
the winter season — skating 
on ponds, skiing, snowmobil-
ing, sledding, Winter Carnival 
events.

Without a real winter, a 
snowy winter, we have cold rain 
and a drab landscape, not to 
mention the impact on the ski 
industry that is so important for 
Vermont’s economy.

And while this affects me as 
a personal loss, I know that the 
effects of  climate change here 
and all over the world are caus-
ing loss of  life, damage to crops 
and property, and economic and 
social disruption.

AS A MEMBER of  the Vermont 
Legislature I have been given 
the responsibility and the privi-
lege of  helping to address what 
our state can do about this 
problem here.

In 2020, the Vermont 
Legislature passed the Global 
Warming Solutions Act 
(GWSA). This important bill 
made mandatory the climate 
and energy goals that were en-
shrined in our Comprehensive 
Energy Plan. It also established 
a Climate Council of  stakehold-
ers tasked with writing a plan 
to help the state reach its emis-
sions goals.

The Climate Action Plan 
(CAP), released in 2021, 
laid out pathways by which 
the various sectors of  the 
Vermont economy could reduce 
emissions.

I serve on the transporta-
tion committee. The transpor-
tation sector constitutes about 
40% of  Vermont’s greenhouse 
gas emissions (GHGs). One of  
the pathways in the CAP is ve-
hicle electrification. To reach 
our climate goals we should 
have 47,000 electric vehicles 
(EVs) registered in the state by 
2025 and 126,000 by 2030. We 
are not currently on track to 
meet those goals, but the pace 
of  EV adoption is accelerating 
thanks to our vehicle incentive 
programs.

In 2019 my committee ad-
opted legislation to set up 
an incentive program to 
help low- and moderate-in-
come Vermonters purchase a 
new electric or hybrid elec-
tric vehicle. At the same time, 
we established a program, 
MileageSmart, to help low-in-
come residents purchase a used 
fuel-efficient vehicle.

I encourage readers to check 
out the Drive Electric Vermont 
website (driveelectricvt.com). 
You can find information about 
different vehicles and a calcu-
lator to determine what you 

would pay with the various 
incentives.

Electric vehicles not only re-
duce GHG emissions; they also 
promote better air quality and 
reduce transportation costs. 
The transportation energy bur-
den for low- and moderate-in-
come Vermonters is significant.

These programs have been 
popular. They can make it pos-
sible to purchase an electric 
vehicle. There are now approxi-
mately 13,000 EVs registered in 
Vermont. But we face profound 
challenges to meeting our cli-
mate goals.

NO FEWER than 50 bills are 
circulating in the House and 
Senate related to addressing cli-
mate change. There are bills 
about land use and biodiversity 
protection, renewable energy, 
flood resilience, funding for 
transit and the deployment of  

EV charging stations.
On the federal level, I give 

credit to President Biden for the 
Infrastructure and Jobs Act that 
is bringing about $32 million 
to Vermont for carbon-reduc-
tion programs. Biden’s Inflation 
Reduction Act may provide 
us with another $90 million 
through the IRA’s Climate 
Pollution Reduction Grants 
program.

This does not mean that we 
are solving the problem, but we 
are working on it.

We are not going to prevent 
the effects of  climate change 
on our state. But in concert 
with other states and countries, 
we can try to avoid the worst 
consequences.

Much more is needed on 
a scale of  mobilization we 
haven’t seen since World War II. 
Hopefully, more people will see 
the emergency.

CASEY DARROW/COURTESY PHOTO VIA INSTAGRAM/COMMONS FILE

Apple buds in orchards throughout Windham County 
and Vermont were damaged by freezing temperatures 
one night last May, destroying much of  last year’s crop — 
just one example of  the disruption from climate change 
to Vermont’s economy and well-being.
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students.
“I’m skeptical of  the attempt 

to use the First Amendment 
to impose their views on other 
people,” Seldin said of  Mid-
Vermont Christian’s contention 
that its religious freedom is be-
ing infringed.

This case seems destined to 
reach the U.S. Supreme Court, 
which in its current con� gu-
ration is predisposed to sup-
porting religious liberty at the 
expense of  civil rights. My 
opinion on this? I agree with 
what Vermont Gov. Phil Scott 
said when the Republican bill 
banning transgender folk in 
school athletics was introduced 
in the Legislature: “Let them be 
who they are and let them play.”

 Sorry, Abby 
• Last week, I inadvertently 

left out Bellows Falls guard 
Abby Nystrom, a ninth-grader, 
from the girls’ Division III-IV 
Dream Dozen team as selected 
by the Vermont Basketball 
Coaches Association.

Nystrom had an exceptional 
season with the Terriers and 
was deserving of  the honor, es-
pecially for her tenacious de-
fense that helped lead her team 
into the Division III quarter� -
nals. She will be a key member 
of  the BF varsity for another 
three seasons.

 Seventh annual 
Rockin’Ham 5K 
set for April 6 

• Central Elementary School 
in Bellows Falls will host the 
seventh annual Rockin’Ham 
5K on Saturday, April 6. The 
5-kilometer event will begin 
and end at the school. Runners 
may register online at  active.
com/bellows-falls-vt/running/
distance-running/rockin-
ham-5k-2024 , download a paper 
registration at  ces.wnesu.org , or 
pick on up at Central School, 50 
School Street Extension. Same-
day registration will begin at 9 
a.m., and the race start time is 
10:30 a.m.

“We are so excited to be 
hosting our seventh annual 
Rockin’Ham 5K,” said race co-
coordinator Kerry Pickering 
in a news release. “This event 
brings out the best in our com-
munity. So many local busi-
nesses show their support for 
our students and our school by 
sponsoring the race or by pro-
viding an item for our ra�  e. 
We would love to include ev-
ery business in town, so please 
reach out to the school if  you 
haven’t yet joined us. This is 
a super fun, family-friendly 

event, and if  you haven’t come 
to a previous Rockin’Ham 5K, 
this is the year to do it!”

The ra�  e drawing will be 
held on the same date with doz-
ens of  prizes to be given away. 
Ra�  e tickets may be purchased 
from any Central School stu-
dent or by contacting the school 
at 802-463-4346. The school is 
still seeking sponsors, and ra�  e 
prize donations continue to be 
accepted as well. If  you wish to 
provide a monetary sponsorship 
or donate a ra�  e prize, con-
tact Central School at 802-463-
4346. All proceeds from the 
race bene� t Central School, and 
are used for programs, equip-
ment, � eld trips, and residen-
cies for students.

 Senior bowling 
roundup 

• Week 11 of  the winter/
spring season of  the Brattleboro 
Senior Bowling League at 
Brattleboro Bowl on March 
14 saw � rst place High Rollers 
(38-17) have a 5-0 week, while 
Stayin’ Alive (32-23) and 
Stepping Stones II (30-25) also 
had 5-0 weeks to move into sec-
ond and third place, respec-
tively. Four Seasons (27-28), 
is in fourth, followed by Good 
Times (25-30), Hairiers (21-
34), Four Pins (19-36), and 
Slow Movers (16-39).

Nancy Dalzell had the wom-
en’s high handicap game (287) 
and series (721). Rick Westcott 

had the men’s high handicap 
game (246), and Robert Rigby 
had the high handicap series 
(675). High Rollers had the high 
team handicap game (937) and 
series (2,618).

Rigby had the men’s high 
scratch series (650) with games 
of  227, 225, and 198. Gary 
Montgomery had a 571 series 
with games of  199 and 192, 
while Westcott had a 536 se-
ries with a 201 game, Warren 
Corriveau Sr. had a 516 series 
with a 194 game, and Charlie 
Marchant had a 505 series with 
a 190 game.

Dalzell had the women’s high 
scratch series (559) with games 
of  164 and 162. Carol Gloski 
rolled a 160 game. 
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Rose Johnson, a senior at Long Trail School in Dorset, has played varsity girls’ basketball for the past two seasons 
but her presence on the team as a transgender athlete has prompted a federal lawsuit. She is seen here playing 
against Leland & Gray in the Green Mountain Holiday Tournament in December. 
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Bellows Falls guard Abby Nystrom (3), seen here being guarded by Twin Valley 
defenders Bianca Place (10) and Ella Martinez (13) during a game in December, was 
selected to the Vermont Basketball Coaches Association’s girls’ Division III-IV Dream 
Dozen as one the top 12 non-senior players in the state. 

  Our four local high 
schools were well 
represented at the 
Vermont Basketball 

Coaches Association’s (VBCA) 
Senior All-Star Games at 
Windsor High School on March 
16.

 Unfortunately, their presence 
wasn’t enough as the North all-
stars swept all four games.

On the South’s Division 
III-IV girls’ team was Eryn 
Ross and Delaney Lockerby 
of  Bellows Falls and Maggie 
Parker and Mary Sanderson of  
Leland & Gray. Parker scored 
eight points as the North won, 
49-46, in the closest game of  
the day.

The South’s Division III-IV 
boys’ team had Colby Dearborn 
and Jaxon Clark of  Bellows 
Falls and Noah Dornburgh of  
Twin Valley. The North rolled 
to a 94-65 victory. Dearborn, 
who also represented the South 
in the three-point shooting con-
test, scored eight points.

The South’s Division I-II 
girls’ team had Mallory Newton 
of  Brattleboro. The North 
squad cruised to a 68-49 win.

No Brattleboro players were 
selected to the South’s Division 
I-II boys’ team. The North � n-
ished their sweep with a 97-75 
win in that game.

The day wasn’t a total loss for 
Windham County basketball, as 
Alan Libardoni of  Brattleboro 
was honored as one of  the 
VBCA’s O�  cials of  the Year.

 A question of fairness 
• Last March, Mid-Vermont 

Christian Academy (MVC), 
a private school in Quechee, 
made the national news when it 
forfeited a girls’ basketball play-
o�  game to Long Trail School 
(LTS) of  Dorset because Long 
Trail had a transgender player 
on its roster.

The school said it believed 
the presence of  Rose Johnson 
on the Long Trail squad jeopar-
dized “the fairness of  the game 
and the safety of  our players.”

In response, the execu-
tive council of  the Vermont 
Principals’ Association (VPA), 
the governing body for sports 
and extracurricular activi-
ties, said that Mid-Vermont 
Christian violated Vermont’s 
nondiscrimination and pub-
lic accommodation laws by re-
fusing to compete against LTS 
and ruled that MVC is ineli-
gible to participate any future 
VPA-run academic or sports 
competitions.

Mid-Vermont Christian 
in turn � led a lawsuit last 
November in federal court 
in Burlington challenging 
Vermont’s anti-discrimination 
laws and saying those laws vio-
lated the school’s constitutional 
right to freedom of  religious 
expression.

According to the suit, 
Vermont has violated the 
school’s First Amendment right 
to believe “that sex is based on 
biology, unchangeable, and pre-
determined by God.”

While banned by the VPA, 
Mid-Vermont Christian con-
tinued to play basketball in the 
2023-24 season, except it played 
against other Christian schools 
around New England. Also, 
Vermont students from towns 
without their own high school 
are attending MVC, with the 
state paying the cost of  tuition, 
despite MVC’s beliefs about 
transgender students.

Trans athletes have been tar-
geted by a variety of  laws and 
initiatives in conservative states. 
According to the Movement 
Advancement Project ( lgbtmap.
org ), 24 states have enacted bans 
in the past four years that pre-
vent transgender students from 

participating in sports consis-
tent with their gender iden-
tity. Vermont is one of  the 25 
states, along with the District of  
Columbia and � ve U.S. territo-
ries, without such a ban.

I saw Johnson, a senior for-
ward, and her teammates 
play against Leland & Gray in 
the Green Mountain Holiday 
Tournament in Chester on Dec. 
14. She didn’t look out of  place 
on the � oor. Yes, she is tall at 
6-foot-1, but I’ve seen taller 
and more burly girls play high 
school basketball over the years. 
And the Leland & Gray defend-
ers did a good job containing 
Johnson, holding her to seven 
points.

The Long Trail Mountain 
Lions have plenty of  other 
good players and didn’t rely 
solely upon Johnson over the 
course of  the season. LTS 
earned the top seed in Division 
IV and made it all the way to 
the championship game at the 
Barre Auditorium on March 9, 
but they were beaten by West 
Rutland, 49-38. The Golden 
Horde won their third straight 
state title as Johnson was held to 
� ve points by an exceptionally 
good West Rutland squad.

In other words, the walls of  
“the Aud” didn’t come tum-
bling down because a transgen-
der player was on the � oor, and 
Johnson did not pose an unfair 
advantage or safety risk to the 
girls she played against.

“There is no evidence of  
transgender girls dominating 
girls’ sports in Vermont or cre-
ating unfair competition,” the 
VPA wrote last year in response 
to MVC’s contentions. “Nor is 
there any evidence of  transgen-
der girls injuring others when 
they play on girls’ teams in our 
state.”

Vermont isn’t perfect in 
terms of  protecting LGBTQ+ 
folk, but VPA and state policy 
are very clear — discrimination 
on the basis of  sex or gender 
identity is illegal. While four 
Republican lawmakers in the 
Vermont Legislature introduced 
a bill to add Vermont to the list 
of  states banning transgender 
students from school sports, it 
received little support.

According to  The Boston 
Globe , Mid-Vermont Christian 
is getting help with its fed-
eral lawsuit from the Alliance 
Defending Freedom (ADF), a 
conservative organization that 
has been involved in numerous 
cases around the country in-
volving transgender folk.

One of  ADF’s senior coun-
sels, Ryan Tucker, wrote in the 
federal lawsuit that “the state 
of  Vermont has adopted its own 
orthodoxy on human sexual-
ity and gender. Simply put, the 
state believes sex is mutable and 
biological di� erences do not 
matter. The state is entitled to 
its own views, but it is not en-
titled, nor is it constitutional, to 
force private religious schools 
across the state to follow that 
orthodoxy.”

While the American Civil 
Liberties Union is not in-
volved in this case, the  Globe
reported the ACLU is keeping 
an eye on it, quoting Harper 
Seldin, a sta�  attorney with 
the ACLU’s LGBTQ & HIV 
Project, who said the ACLU 
sees the Vermont case as part of  
a nationwide e� ort by conser-
vatives to roll back protections 
for transgender and nonbinary 


