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Village
mural
gets some
repairs

Mural on Flatiron

Building gets
some attention
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Lester Dunklee, 75, prepares
to close down his machine shop
and retire, bringing to a close a

century-old Brattleboro institution after nearly 25
| years of exposure
Brattleboro b R
T ALMOST 75 years of age, ¢ FRAN to Vermont’s
Lester Dunklee is one of i LYNGGAARD
those original kinds of HANSEN, ¢ fickle weather

Brattleboro native with
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so many words at birth. He tries By Robert E Smith

A" i ! not to let go of too many of them cal history and to people every- The Commons
| at one time. And yet, once he gets where, 1s a Commons reporter and
" to know you, the stories, histori- columnist. BELLOWS FALLS—As it ap-

proaches a quarter century since it was
originally painted, the large mural on the
Flatiron Building greeting northbound
travelers as they enter the Bellows Falls
Square is undergoing repairs and stabi-
lization efforts.

Based on original design sketches and
paintings by local artist Ezra Veitch, the
32-foot-by-40-foot mural, created in
1999, depicts The Square as it would
have looked a hundred years earlier.

The town’s trolley tracks, now long
gone, are visible in the painting, Some
of the town’s buildings look the same
today; other buildings, like the Town
Hall on the left side of The Square, are
depicted as they used to look.

The vanishing point is centered on
the building where the Rockingham
Roasters coffee shop is today, at the
north end of The Square. The build-
ing has been a downtown landmark for
a century and a half.

The mural was completed in four
weeks by muralists Cliff Clear and
Bonnie Lee Turner of Art of Life. They
had previously done murals on walls,
buses, and even in a swimming pool.

W SEE MURAL, A6

cal facts, words, and laughs just flow
out of him.

Dunklee is retiring and, on Dec. 31, he plans to close R.E. Dunklee and
Sons Machine Shop at 72 Flat St., a local institution that has been in con-
tinuous operation since the early 1920s.

A friend to all, the man is full of heart — ask anyone who knows him.
They will tell you a tale of brilliance in creating what any job requires, and
a heart that is bigger than most.

Fred Cheney of Guilford is a true fan and regular customer.

“A man who is liked by so many and has helped thousands of people
over the years is also a man that is so talented and humble — he’s irre-
placeable,” says Cheney. “We, as contractors, farmers, and local home-
owners have taken him for granted for many, many years.”

Known all over the county as the guy who always has whatever odd-
ball thing you are looking for, one can always purchase a single nut or bolt,
standard or metric, of any grade or weight from the tiny buckets and tins
that hold thousands of them all over his shop.

B SEE DUNKLEE RETIRES, A2

Lester Dunklee hard at work

at the R.E. Dunklee and Sons
Machine Shop on Flat Street

in Brattleboro. After a century
of operation, it will be shutting
its doors at the end of the year.

GENE HERMAN

Alternative school expands campus, program

Historic Holbrook House 1s now the
classroom for seven students in the
Community House’s new program

first time, have a dedicated high
school building.

According to the organiza-
tion’s website, it provides a
short-term residential stabiliza-
tion and assessment program for
children 6-12 years of age, an
independent and general spe-
cial-education school for grades
K-8, and a summer extended
school year program for children
in grades K-8.

“Community House has a fo-
cus on meeting children where
they are, working with each in-
dividual to help them reach their
full potential,” says Executive
Director Jill Stahl Tyler.

“Our motto is ‘transforming e 4
lives through consistency, com- o
passion and connection.” With

W SEE COMMUNITY HOUSE, A6

By Virginia Ray

The Commons

BRATTLEBORO—
Community House has added
a high school at 80 Linden St.
to its Community School House
programs and Oak Street cam-
pus holdings.

With the acquisition and reno-
vation of the historic, newly ren-
ovated Deacon John Holbrook
House, day students in grades
9-12 in the program now, for the .

JILL STAHL TYLER
High school students study in Community House’s new classroom space at the historic Holbrook House on Linden
Street in Brattleboro.
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Become a member and receive The Commons in the mail.
Your membership supports our journalism and lets us make
this newspaper available for all, in print and online.
Join today at http://donate.commonsnews.org.

PO. Box 1212, Brattleboro, VT 05302
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

WINTER

60 Austine Dr.
SNAP turn $10 into $30!

PUTNEY WINTER

Nov. 19 - Dec. 24

Local Products, Live
Music, Lunch Cafe

VINTAGE

Friday, Dec. 1 thru
Sunday, Dec 3
1lam-6pm

603-762-3433

durlingcleaning.com

132 Main St.
Info: @brattleboroflea
& brattleboroflea.com

Bradley House

Be home for the holidays!
802-254-5524
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Happy Thanksgiving!

Grace Cottage

First-time Patients
Welcome!

802-365-4331

VT STATE
INSPECTIONS
No appt. needed
during business hrs.
GOUIN SERVICES
802-257-1800
500 Guilford Street
Brattleboro

ICE GRIPPING
BOOTS
ARE HERE!

THE SHOE TREE
Main St. Brattleboro
802-254-8515

Thanksgiving Day
Service

Nov. 23 at 10:30am

Christian Science Church

57 Putney Rd,
Brattleboro

www.csbrattleboro.org

Get out and
look at
some art!

Gallery in the Woods
145 Main St. Brattleboro
802-257-4777
galleryinthewoods.com

WINDHAM SOLID
WASTE MANAGEMENT
will be CLOSED
THURSDAY, FRIDAY &
SATURDAY, NOV. 23-25,
in honor of the
Thanksgiving holiday.
We will reopen Monday,
November 27.

Looking for
recycled
newspapers?

Call The Commons!
1-888-511-5150

Please keep your
neighbors safely

warm this winter.
Donate to WINDHAM
COUNTY HEAT FUND

63 Cedar St., Brattleboro,

VT 05301 or visit BS&L
Every cent goes to
those in need.

Christmas Bazaar
First Baptist Church
Saturday, Nov. 25, 9-1
18 Town Crier Drive,
Brattleboro
Holiday items, Grandma'’s
Attic, baked goods, lunch
For more info, call
802-254-1234
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B Dunklee retires

Surprisingly, Dunklee can
locate whatever his customer
is looking for after a quick mo-
ment of thought, and then-
trudges from one room to the
next, leading the way to the
home of whatever you need.

That’s a bold statement if
you’ve ever visited his shop,
where machines of every size
and age vie for space on the
floor with pieces of metal,
tubes, giant cylinders, wires,
and oxygen tanks. Here, chains,
pullies, belts, and drives are
hung from the ceiling, and you
get to machinery via small path-
ways throughout the space.

In a far corner stands a tire
press that came to Brattleboro
in the early 1900s. An old belt-
driven system hangs above the
huge machine which runs on
550 volts and is still used to this
day.

Local historian Bob
Cornellier thinks of the shop
as a “manufacturing museum,”
and he has suggested that per-
haps a museum is exactly
what the Dunklee shop should
become.

Jay Urato of Brattleboro
agrees. “They need to put
that building on the National
Historic Registry when he de-
cides to close up shop,” he says.

FirsT oPENED BY Dunklee’s
grandfather, Robert E.
Dunklee, the business was
passed down to his father,
David, and then on to Lester,
who has been making things

in the shop since he was a lit-
tle boy, giving him a lifetime of
experience.

“My father went to the shop
almost until the day he died,”
remembers Dunklee. “He al-
ways wanted to be there.”

In a town where three gen-
erations of Dunklee men have
helped so many people from all
walks of life, everybody has a

s i

Part machine shop, part museum, the R.E. Dunklee and Sons Machine Shop on Flat
xture in Brattleboro since the 1920s.

Street has been a
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story about Lester Dunklee and
his machine shop.

When one regular customer,
Ron Minnes, of Brattleboro,
was working on his 200-year-
old house in 2019, he was grate-
ful to Dunklee.

“I needed a special thing built
so that I could lift the house off
its foundation to save it. I called
Lester, and he said, ‘Come on
down, I can make it if you tell
me what you need.” Three days
later he says come and get [it]!”
Minnes says.

“I think he charged me all of
50 bucks,” he adds. “The man
is a gem, and once gone will
never be replaced.”

Jessica Turner of Putney says
her 4-year-old son’s prize pos-
session was an all-metal fire-
truck with pedals that he drove
every day around Putney vil-
lage. One day, a pedal fell off
and became jammed in its inner
workings.

“I took it to Lester’s shop to
see how much it would cost to
fix it,” Turner says. “He spent
half an hour on it, fixed it per-
fectly, and then didn’t charge
me. I have never forgotten his
kindness and his excellence at
what he does.”

TURNER might not have known
at the time that Dunklee has
been a longtime member of the
West Dummerston Volunteer
Fire Department. Anyone who
knows him would have told her
that he’d do just about anything
for a fellow firefighter in train-
ing — even one of preschool
age.

Former Fire Chief David
Emery is an old friend.

“I dealt with his dad for
years. His dad lived on Chase
Street. Every day he would pack
his lunchbox and put on the
same hat that he wore day after
day, and head down to the shop,
and every night at 5, he’d walk

REBEKAH WINOT NOYES

Lester Dunklee with one arm over an iron worker, an electronic hydraulic machine.

back home. You couldn’t meet
anybody nicer. Lester is just like

a terrorist attack on Sept. 11,
2001.

his dad.” “I needed to put this twisted
Emery tells a story about piece of steel on a stand or some
what happened when the kind of pedestal, as it was go-

ing to be displayed in Boylston,
Massachusetts,” remembers
Emery.

“I brought the piece down to
his shop and he said, ‘Give me a
couple of days to look at it, and
I’ll see what I can do with it.””

About three days later,
Emery went back to the shop to
see what his friend had in mind
for the display. On the back of
a piece of paper, Dunklee had
drawn out what he thought it
should look like.

“It was absolutely perfect,”
says Emery.

But a question lingered. How
was Dunklee planning on bolt-
ing the piece? The gift of 9/11
steel came with rules. The
steel couldn’t have any holes
drilled into it, and it couldn’t
be painted. It had to remain as
the firefighters at Ground Zero
found it.

“He fabricated hot rivets that
look exactly like the piece of
steel so that you couldn’t tell if
they were a part of the piece or
not,” Emery says. “And because

Red Knights International
Firefighters Motorcycle Club,
of which he is a member, was
given a piece of steel from
the World Trade Center in
New York City, destroyed in
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HOLLY DAYS
HOLLY NIGHTS

Tree lighting &

NS
DAYS

DECEMBER 2

Put on your running shoes for
the Jmﬂle bell j¢9, then change
into your shopping shoes for
more shopping & dining savings
as HDHN continues!

The Commons is proud to be a sponsor of...

HOLLY DAYS
HOLLY NIGHTS

DECEMBER 3

Last day for Holly
Days, Holly Nights
savings!

FREE PARKING “ ALL WEEKEND!

Looking to win big this holiday season? Make a purchase of $20 or more at
any five of our participating Brattleboro retail shops or restaurants and you
could be one of two lucky winners to receive a $250 gift certificate to a
participating business of your choice. Just head to our website (scan the QR
code for the link) to see the list of eligible businesses.

the rivets didn’t show, a thief
wouldn’t be able to tell where
they were, so they wouldn’t be
able to steal it.”

He called it a work of “ge-
nius,” adding that Dunklee had
made up this elaborate frame to
hold the steel with special bolts
that fit into the concrete.

“I couldn’t believe it. It was
amazing,” Emery says with
shock in his voice.

Dunklee also managed to find
a special dust to apply to the
steel, which will prevent the ar-
tifact from rusting without us-
ing any paint, consistent with
the terms of the gift.

The group installed the work
of art to great acclaim. When
Emery returned to Brattleboro
he went back to the shop and
asked Dunklee what the group
owed him.

Dunklee responded that he
wanted to think that question
over.

Emery returned to the ma-
chine shop and asked the ques-
tion again, over months, he did
so repeatedly without response.

“Lester said that he was still
thinking about it, and I said,
‘Lester, it’s now been eight
months! You’ve had plenty of
time to think about it. I really
don’t want you to donate this
effort and time. Can we at least
pay you for the steel?’” asked
Emery.

Dunklee is still thinking
about it, all these years later,
Emery says.

“I don’t think I’'m ever going
to get an answer,” says Emery.
“The man truly has a heart of
gold. He does so much for so
many people.”

Ask AROUND, and you’ll hear
countless voices in the com-
munity sing Lester Dunklee’s
praises for his volunteer work
for many groups and individu-
als, his amazing ability to craft
anything out of metal, and the
many ways he makes his skills
and equipment available to
others.

“Lester used to sharpen
our paper cutters for years at
Dummerston School.”

“He’s helped Experienced
Goods out with repairs on metal
racks.”

“He makes wonderful home-
made doughnuts for the Maple
Sugar Supper in Dummerston.”

“He even makes a special
Gilfeather turnip doughnut for
the Wardsboro Library for their
Gilfeather Turnip Festival.”

“He serves on the
Dummerston Community
Center Board.”

“He’s got a heart of gold; he
always charges people what he
thinks is right. If they can’t pay
him, he says, “Well, just pay me
when you can.’”

Bos LEBLOND has known
Lester Dunklee for years.
About 30 years ago, LeBlond
started a group, all photogra-
phers, who would meet in his
basement processing historic
glass plates.

“There was a small group of
us doing this work. One of us
would put the plate in an en-
larger, another would expose
the paper, someone was at the
developer, and together we
brought these old pictures back
to life. Most of the pictures
were of Wardsboro, but I no-
ticed one night that a bunch of
them were from Dummerston,”

W STORY CONTINUES ON FACING PAGE
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ROGER KATZ ARCHIVE

The late photographer Roger Katz wrote about Lester Dunklee: “A man with creative
solutions to almost anK problem, Lester still runs the family machine shop on Flat

Street in Brattleboro.
push
sometime around 1990.

LeBlond remembers.

LeBlond went down to
Dunklee’s shop and asked his
friend if he’d like to join the
group and come help with the
photos of his hometown.

“At the end of the night he
told me, ‘I had so much fun,
can I come back next week?””
LeBlond recalls.

“For about three weeks at
the end of the night, he asked
the same question and I finally
said, ‘Lester, stop asking, just
come!’” he adds. “Every week
he continues to show up. That
was years and years ago now.
We like to tease him because in
all these years he’s only missed
two nights. Of course, that was
only because he had surgery,”
says LaBlond with a hearty
laugh.

“He’s a wonderful guy to
work with,” he says. “He’s
devoted to whatever he puts
his mind to, and he’s a hard
worker.”

LaBlond worked for Mount
Snow for 48 years working on
water systems, plumbing, and
heating. One day, Dunklee
called LaBlond and asked him
if he could meet him at the
Dummerston School.

“He said, " We’re having a
problem with the water system
over here. Can you come down
and look the thing over?’ The
man never stops. When he’s
done with work, he just vol-
unteers to work for someone
else. He’s a truly kind human
being.”

DUNKLEE’S FATHER, David,
didn’t use a cash register — he
made change right out of his
pocket.

His son, on the other hand,
has had help from an unsung
hero: his wife, Debbie Dunklee,
who has been his bookkeeper

for the last 40 years. They sup-
port each other.

“When I first started doing
the bookkeeping, everything
was done by hand. That was a
little challenging, but we got it
done,” she says modestly.

“Now I have a computer,
Lester writes down what the job
was, he brings the slips home,
and then I record what was
sold.”

So wHy 1s Dunklee retiring
now?

“Well,” he says, and pauses.
“My body says I have to. I don’t
have the strength in my arms
and my knees that I used to.
And then there is the brain fog
that comes with getting older.
By 2 o’clock, sometimes I can
hardly add up some numbers.

“I can’t operate that way,” he
says honestly, but with a tinge
of sadness in his voice.

We move to what might be a
happier question.

In addition to generations-old
metalworking machinery and a
timeless collection of nuts and
bolts, Dunklee’s shop has frogs.
All kinds, many made of glass,
wire, paper, plastic, stuffed.
And they are everywhere.

What will become of the
frogs?

Dunklee’s mood lightens.

“You want ’em?” he asks
with a laugh.

“I don’t know if they’ll go
back in the water, but they
might,” he deadpans. “Maybe
they’d prefer the mud.”

It’s hard to figure out when
you go in, and more than one
guest in his shop has asked
Dunklee, “What’s up with the
frogs?” He never says, he just
smiles.

But this is what’s up with the
frogs.

Many years back, Dunklee’s

timeless place filled with mysteries, wonders, and that 1956
lawnmower you brought by for sharpening in 1986.” This photo was taken

friend Jim Severance, an ama-
teur race car driver, would have
a few breakdowns on the week-
ends when he might race at
more than one venue. He would
call Dunklee and ask him for
help.

Eventually, Dunklee simply
gave him a key to the shop so
that if he needed nuts and bolts
or a piece of metal, he could
just let himself in and help
himself.

“I come back one Monday
morning,” Dunklee remembers,
“and there’s a whole bunch of
little frogs sitting on a wire over
a paper lilypad.”

And they were all over his
shop — everywhere, he notes,
laughing.

“After that, you know frogs,
they breed. Suddenly another
comes in, and then another
one, and I just let it happen.

It’s amazing who brings in the
frogs,” he says with a wide grin.

WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN to the
shop in 2024?

Dunklee isn’t sure just yet.
The old Vermonter has re-
turned to the conversation and
words become fewer.

“I need to get in there and in-
ventory what’s there, and we’ll
just see what I’ll do with the
place after that,” he says.

Josh Steele, a frequent cus-
tomer, sums it up for all of
Brattleboro.

“Lester is a master machinist,
a major local resource, an end-
less wealth of knowledge, and
has two huge green thumbs,”
he says.

“This is a major loss for this
community, but ’'m very happy
for him,” Steele adds. “He de-
serves a healthy and wealthy
retirement.”

DUMMERSTON

Designs completed for stormwater
gully project at covered bridge

DUMMERSTON—The
Windham County Natural
Resources Conservation District
(NRCD) recently completed fi-
nal design work on a stormwater
gully restoration and erosion miti-
gation project in Dummerston.

Windham NRCD worked
with Fitzgerald Environmental
Associates, LLC, the
Dummerston Conservation
Commission, and the town of
Dummerston on this project.
The successful implementa-
tion of these designs will have
recreational and water quality
benefits to Windham County
communities.

“This is a popular site that re-
ceives a tremendous amount of
visitation,” Windham NRCD
District Manager Cory Ross said
in a news release. “It will be great
to restore safe access to the river
while protecting water quality.”

The Dummerston covered

GRAFTON

bridge parking lot and access
steps are a popular destination
for locals and tourists alike. The
access allows boaters and swim-
mers to enter and exit the river
and provides great vantage points
of the state’s longest covered
bridge, frequently featured in
tourists’ photos.

Flood damage resulted in the
erosion of these steps and the
creation of a gully down to the
river. This damage resulted in po-
tentially unsafe access for visitors
to the site. Further, the stormwa-
ter gully represents a threat to
water quality in the West River.
Continued erosion during rain
events can transport sediment and
other pollutants from the parking
lot into the river.

Engineers with Fitzgerald
Environmental Associates col-
lected field data and completed
site analyses necessary for the
design of new access steps and

additional site modifications that
will protect water quality.

Implementation will include
the installation of timber infiltra-
tion steps that will restore safe ac-
cess to the river while protecting
water quality. Additional project
components will include installing
asmall rain garden and an infiltra-
tion basin to intercept stormwater
before it can flow toward the new
steps and into the river, as well as
regrading the site and planting
native vegetation on the hillside.

The construction phase in the
project is scheduled to take place
either late this fall or early spring
of 2024. This project was funded
by the Vermont Department of
Environmental Conservation
Clean Water Initiative Program
through grant funding admin-
istered by Mount Ascutney
Regional Commission.

Wetland restoration project is
underway at The Nature Museum

GRAFTON—The Nature
Museum in Grafton announced
the latest phase of its wetland
restoration project. The Chapman
Meadow behind the museum
building has been transformed
with the construction of a pond,
creation of one-of-a-kind natural
playscape features, and pathways.

This milestone marks a sig-
nificant breakthrough after three
years of brainstorming and plan-
ning by the museum’s dedicated
“meadow-mittee” and staff.

“Reviving a wetland and pro-
viding space for both self-guided
and staff-led education are key
goals with this project,” Nikolas
Katrick, the museum’s executive
director, said in a news release.
“I hope this inspires folks in our
region to restore small wetlands
in their backyards and neighbor-
hoods because, all together, that
can have a significant impact in
slowing down flood waters and
providing habitat for our wildlife
neighbors.”

An important part of the ini-
tiative is building a long-term
meadow management plan, in-
cluding strategies to manage in-
vasive species.

Recently, students from
Compass School helped with
the task of identifying existing

THIS
SPACE
FOR RENT

You, and some 20,000
other readers, are
looking at Windham
County’s best ad-
vertising value. To
promote your busi-
ness in the next issue
of The Commons,
call us at (802) 246-
6397 or e-mail ads@
COMMONSNews.org.

invasive species on the property,
properly removing these plants,
and preparing them for proper
disposal. Over the past year, hun-
dreds of native species have been
planted in the meadow and the
native pollinator gardens.

In addition to the conserva-
tion of the habitat around the
museum, this project is part of
its strategic plan to offer chil-
dren more opportunities for un-
structured play in natural settings
with the expansion of the Magic
Forest Playscape. Situated on the
edge of the Chapman Meadow
overlooking the new pond, this
is a popular destination for visi-
tors, featuring jumping stumps,
balancing logs, a shelter-building
area, and a cabin overlooking the
meadow.

Natural play areas help kids
develop in many ways, including
in “creative, physical, social/emo-
tional, and spiritual” domains,
says Ken Finch, a museum board
member and founder of Green
Hearts Institute for Nature in
Childhood. New features in the
Playscape include a bear den
and tunnel, boulder piles, earth
mounds, a sand pit, and parent
seating areas.

The museum worked closely
on the project with excavators

Thad and Jan Guild of TMG
Enterprises and Jim McClammer
of Connecticut Valley
Environmental Services. To learn
more, visit nature-museum.org.
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POST #5
32 Linden St. Brattleboro
802-257-1872
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Novw. 28 - Dec. 1
LUNCH SPECIALS
$9.50
Tues. - Taco Bowl
Wed. - Roasted Turkey Club
Thurs. - Meatloaf
Fri. - Spaghetti & meatballs

***Burgers, salads, apps
and take out available***

FRIDAY DINNER
Fish Fry - 5-7pm
=

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
www.brattleboropost5.org

PUBLIC
NOTICES

ads@commonsnews.org * 888-511-5150

TOWN OF DUMMERSTON
PLANNING COMMISSION

The Dummerston Planning
Commission will hold a public hearing
for proposed Zoning Bylaw revisions
that address solar screening and air
strips on December 11th, 2023 from
7:00pm to 7:30pm at the Dummerston
town office, 1523 Middle Rd., East
Dummerston, Vermont 05346.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Windham Solid Waste Management
District will conduct a public hearing
to review the FY 25 Budget.

The public hearing will take place on
December 14, 2023, @ 6:30 PM in
person at 327 Old Ferry Rd,
Brattleboro, VT, and via Zoom.

The Zoom link is available at our
website (windhamsolidwaste.org) or
contact the office at 802-257-0272.

HELP
WANTED

ads@commonsnews.org ® 888-511-5150

t ersosimo
Lumber Company

Do you value your weekends off?
Half day on Friday?
Join our team in Brattleboro!

Actively looking to fill:

Production — Lumber handlers & Machine operators
Maintenance - facility & sawmill
Mechanics - equipment
Competitive benefits package including health, dental, 401k.
Applications available at:

1103 Vernon Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301

802-254-4508 ¢ www.cersosimolumber.com
Or email resume to: employment@cersosimo.com

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. Sec. 133(b), notice is hereby given that the meeting to
review the preliminary proposed budget meeting for Windham County for the
ensuing year will be held on Wednesday, December 6, 2023, at 3:30 p.m. at the
Sheriff's Office 185 Old Ferry Rd, Brattleboro, VT 05304.

The meeting will be held in person and virtually via Zoom. Please see below for
meeting attendance information.

If interested in attending this meeting via Zoom, please contact the Windham
County Clerk at Countyclerk@windhamcountyvt.gov. Please provide your full
name and town in which you reside. The Zoom information, along with a copy
of the proposed budget, will be emailed to you approximately 3 business days
prior to the meeting date.

Note: If you prefer to attend the meeting via phone, instead of via the web
(Zoom), a dial-in number will be provided to you.

¥Garden Path
Elder Living

NEED A CHANGE?

Get your career in healthcare started with us!

We are a Level III Residential Care facility with a
home-like atmosphere and great benefits.
We currently have openings on evening and night shifts.

Join our team and begin your career in nursing today!
We provide a sign-on bonus and paid training in a
supportive, caring environment.

To learn if we are the right place for you,
please visit our website at
www.gardenpathelderliving.org.

t ersosimo

Lumber Company

Full Time Class A CDL Driver

Monday through Friday.
Minimum of 3 years experience in a similar field preferred.
Log loader experience preferred but not required.
Must be 21 and have a clean MVR.

Competitive benefits package includes:
Health Insurance, Dental Insurance, Life Insurance,
Short Term Disability, 401 (k)

Please forward resume and cover letter to:
Cersosimo Lumber Company, Inc.

1103 Vernon Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301
employment@cersosimo.com

STATE OF VERMONT

SUPERIOR COURT PROBATE DIVISION
Windham Unit Docket No.: 23-PR-06372
In re ESTATE of: Jane Morgan Ashbrook Southworth

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the Creditors of: Jane Morgan Ashbrook Southworth (Decedent)
late of Brattleboro, Vermont ~ (Decedent’s town of residence)

T have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims
against the decedent or the estate must present their claims in writing within four
(4) months of the first publication of this notice. The claim must be presented
to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The claim
may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Dated: November 9, 2023 ¢/o Annis & Goddard, PLC
Catherine Southworth, Executor PO Box 565
Name of Publication: The Commons Brattleboro, VT 05302
Publication Date: November 21, 2023 802-251-0460

sannis@southernvermontlaw.com

Name of Probate Court: Vermont Superior Court, Windham Unit, Probate Division
Address of Probate Court: 30 Putney Road, 2nd Floor, Brattleboro, VT 05301
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MILESTONES
Births, deaths, and news of people from Windham County

Obituaries

e Stephen
Sanford
y Anderson, 91,
i of Putney. Died
- at his home on
Nov. 6, 2023.
He was a be-
2 loved husband,
father, uncle, grandfather, teacher,
mentor, and friend to many. He
was born June 19, 1932 in West
Orange, New Jersey to Harold
Sanford and Dorothy Josephine
(Holland) Anderson, when the
world was on the cusp of modern
transformation, Steve’s life jour-
ney was marked by his enduring
passion for education and knowl-
edge, his unwavering curiosity
about the world and its citizens,
and his deep commitment to his
growing and extended family and
community. Steve’s early years
were influenced in part by his
stoic, intellectual parents, his two
creative and much older brothers,
Henry and Richard, and his love
of nature in the woods around
him, which was further fostered
when he was sent to the Farm
& Wilderness Camp in Vermont
at age 11 by his parents. It was
life-changing. Years later, Steve
studied botany and forestry at the
University of Michigan, planting
trees out West with the Forest
Service as a summer job. While
at Michigan, he discovered the
Russian studies program and
lived in an “International Dorm,”
which sparked his curiosity. Steve
served in the Army in Germany
as a medic for a psychiatric ward,
an experience that left him hum-
bled by the experiences of others.
His time there took him across
Europe (primarily by bicycle) and
also shaped his lifelong approach
to challenges with thoughtful-
ness, curiosity, and a readiness
to explore new paths, includ-
ing languages, knitting, and the
harmonica and violin. Returning
to the States led him to Harvard
University, where he delved into
Russian studies. While leading
a student group to Germany,
he met and later married Peggy
(Bennett), with whom he raised
their three children. A dedicated
educator, Steve spent years teach-
ing, first at Boston University,
then at The Experiement in
International Living, Marlboro
College and, finally, Windham
College, where his impact on his
students was as profound as his
passion for learning, promoting
cultural exchanges for peace and
sharing a greater understanding

of different cultures and people.
His role as a teacher extended
outside the traditional classroom.
It included teaching shop at the
Community School and involve-
ment in 4-H in Westminster West.
Though quietly modest, his stu-
dents continue to remark on his
lifelong impact, many of whom
still view him as a friend. When
Windham College folded in 1978,
Steve embarked on an unexpected
but fulfilling career as a chimney
sweep as The Chimney Doctor,
creating a business that brought
him closer to the broader com-
munity and grounded him in the
simple pleasures of hard work
and service. He loved working
with his hands, meeting people
from all walks of life, and finding
ways to help others. Around this
time, his marriage to Peggy was
reaching an end. He was fortunate
to rekindle a childhood romance
with Jacquie (Sovulewski) Walker,
who moved to Vermont in 1981
and joined him as his life partner.
Steve and Jacquie married in 1986
and moved into Hickory Ridge
House in Putney, where they be-
came innkeepers, a career they
enjoyed for 16 years. They made
many new and lasting friendships.
They also volunteered for Putney
Central School’s after-school
program to bring nature, learn-
ing, and fun to life in the abut-
ting School Forest. He also found
great joy in supporting and par-
ticipating in the school’s orches-
tra program. His commitment to
the community was reflected in
years of volunteering with Habitat
for Humanity, the Windmill Hill
Pinnacle Association, Putney
Mountain Association, area lit-
eracy programs, helping people
register to vote, Yellow Barn and
area music and arts programs,
Landmark College’s research on
invasive plants, community sup-
pers, and Vermont rainfall re-
ports. Steve and Jacquie were
also enthusiastic members of the
River Valley Singers for two de-
cades, traveling to many coun-
tries, including Bosnia, where
they used music and culture to
connect people to each other and
peace. They also found great joy
in regular visits with their large,
blended family. He shared his
love of cooking, baking, garden-
ing, and local food; he loved to sit
on his deck with a good dark beer
and chat about the happenings of
the area and the world; he never
shyed away from toast for break-
fast or ice cream for dessert; and
a cozy fire in the fireplace was
one of his life’s greatest plea-
sures. Steve’s life was rich with

the tapestry of a life fully lived.
Steve was someone who never
stopped learning and embrac-
ing change (he recently mastered
texting and FaceTime). He stayed
humble (begrudgingly deflecting
compliments), worked hard and
tirelessly (never complaining or
acknowledging the stress to his tall
and aging body), and brought joy
to his family and friends through
hugs, songs, stories, hikes, “get-
ting things done,” and showing
curiosity about their lives. He was
a lifelong sketcher and doodler, a
prolific reader (in French, too),
and was passionate about shar-
ing music with friends and fam-
ily. His inventive nature included
creating wooden toys and explor-
ing science with kids. He was an
avid hiker and participated in the
bi-weekly Strong Living sessions
in Putney, outdoors, all year long.
He was sharp and practical to the
end with a zest for life. Sadly, can-
cer and Covid had other plans. He
is survived by his children: Judy
Anderson and her husband Jerry
Cosgrove of Kinderhook, New
York, Teja Anderson and her hus-
band Frank Dicopoulos of Los
Angeles, and Daniel Anderson
and his wife Lauren Schwartz
of Queens, New York; step-
children Linda Penn and her
husband Lee Penn of Guilford,
Connecticut, Sharon Walker
and her husband Ed of Bothell,
Washington, and Keith Walker
of Las Vegas, Nevada; grand-
children Megan Cosgrove, Jaden
and Olivia Dicopoulos, Jesse and
Luke Anderson, Whitney (Penn)
Medeiros and her husband Jesse,
Zach and Drew Penn, and Cora,
Courtney, and Kaitlyn Walker;
great-grandson Carter Medeirios;
and nieces and nephews Bonnie,
Heidi, Jenn, John, Jill, Wendy,
Don, Sue, Sally, Bev, Sara, and
Doug. He was predeceased by
a stepson, Steven Walker, and a
niece, Mel. MEMORIAL INFORMA-
TION: A celebration of life will be
held next year. Donations may
be made to one of the following
organizations: Putney Mountain
Association (putneymountain.
org), Bellows Falls Community
Bike Project (bfbike.org), and
Putney Fire and Rescue (putneyvt.
govoffice3.com/firedepartment).
To share a memory or offer con-
dolences to Steve’s family, visit
atamanuik.com.

* Barbara Anne “Barb”
Baker, 76, of Guilford. Died
peacefully on Nov. 14, 2023 at
the Jack Byrne Hospice Center
in Lebanon, New Hampshire,
following an extended period
of declining health. Barbara

Milestones are published as community news at no cost to families, thanks to financial support of our members
and advertisers. Send them to news@commonsnews.org. 7hough we ask that content for this column be sent by
Friday at 5 p.m., we will do our best to include late obituaries. Please alert the newsroom at 802-246-6397 for
post-deadline urgent submissions. We will always do our best to accommodate contributors in their time of grief.
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Your local
sources

for home
mprovement

%ours

JEWETT

PLUMBING & HEATING

SERVING THE BRATTLEBORO AREA
WITH RELIABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

- BATHROOM & KITCHEN REMODELING
- COMPLETE HEATING SYSTEMS
- WATER PUMPS & SYSTEMS

802-254-4963

1090 WESTERN AVENUE
WEST BRATTLEBORO

Vernon, VT

stevessepticpumping.com

Septic Tank Pumping
&3 Portable Toilet Rentals

Transcribing, Editing
and Proofreading
Services

Accurate, Confidential,
Fast Turn-Around, Fair Pricing

Elizabeth:
elizabethjulia88@aol.com;
802-257-7475

SHARE
YOUR
STORY

From the Boroughs to
Brattleboro and Beyond.
By the Flat Landers Who

Made the Move.

Contact Kelley Murray
PO Box 6472, Brattleboro, VT 05302
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Awards

Aliya Farmer has been
named the 2023-2024 Daughters
of the American Revolution
Good Citizen for Bellows
Falls Union High School. The
DAR Good Citizen Award and
Scholarship Contest, created in
1934, are intended to encour-
age and reward the qualities of
good citizenship. Aliya, a senior,
is the daughter of Melissa Jenne
and David Farmer of Grafton.

This award is given based on
the following criteria set forth by
the DAR national organization:
dependability (including truth-
fulness, loyalty and punctuality),
service (including cooperation,
courtesy and consideration of
others), leadership (including
personality, self-control and abil-
ity to assume responsibility) and
patriotism (including unselfish
interest in family, school, com-
munity and nation.)

Farmer is an excellent repre-
sentative of these characteristics,
according to school staff.

“As a scholar, Aliya is depend-
able, works hard, is quick to ad-
vocate for herself, and is a strong
communicator. She consistently
goes above and beyond on her
work not only for a grade, but
to ensure her own understanding
of the ideas and how they apply
to the real world. On the rare oc-
casion when she is absent from
school, she communicates ahead
of time, gets her work done, and
follows up with any questions
she has. She is attentive to her
work, comes to school eager to
learn, and has shown herself as
someone on whom people can
depend.”

She was also lauded for being
“a positive role model who leads
by example, Aliya is a leader in
the true essence of the word.
She is kind and considerate to
classmates and staff and goes out
of her way to help. She is often
one of the first to volunteer, fre-
quently without being asked.”

An active member of the
BFUHS community, Farmer
is involved in extra-curricular
activities including athletics
(as a three-sport participant),
student council, (elected

Aliya Farmer

Vice-President), and is a mem-
ber of the BFUHS Jesse A.
Judd/ Marilee Huntoon Chapter
of the National Honor Society.

Mature and responsible, she is
kind and inclusive of everyone.
Farmer is described by one of
her teachers as “the epitome of
hard work, determination, in-
tegrity, and grace.”

Others say Farmer “brings
creativity, a plethora of unique
ideas, and the willingness to par-
ticipate in all aspects of any ac-
tivity she joins. She gives 100%
to any sport or activity she gets
involved in and encourages oth-
ers to join. She turns setbacks
into learning experiences, and

COURTESY PHOTO

shows perseverance and grit.”
Through her role as a third- and
fourth-grade basketball coach,
Farmer has worked hard to serve
as a good example for a younger
generation.

Farmer is presently en-
rolled in the second year of
the Certified Nursing Assistant
(CNA) program at the Windham
Regional Career Center and she
plans to continue her education
in the health field by becoming
a pediatric nurse. She says she
is passionate about advancing
the quality of health care avail-
able to her patients and treating
them with empathy and respect.

had been a resi-
dent of Guilford
since 1983. She
was born in
Brattleboro on
Dec. 15, 1946,
the daughter
of Geno and
Alice (Hallgren) Grassi. Barbara
was raised and educated in
Brattleboro, graduating from
Brattleboro Union High School,
Class of 1965. She had been em-
ployed as a registry clerk for the
Holstein Association USA, which
she retired from in 2009 following
more than 35 faithful and dedi-
cated years with the Association.
Previously, she worked at the for-
mer EW. Woolworth Department
Store on Main Street. For many
years, Barbara was a member
of the American Legion Post 5
Auxiliary. Her life centered around
her family. Barbara enjoyed shop-
ping for special gifts for all of her
loved ones. She especially enjoyed
the holidays and special times
when she was surrounded by her
family. Barbara spent much of
her summers camping with her
husband and other family mem-
bers on their land in northern
Vermont. Another summer fa-
vorite of Barbara’s was going out
for an ice cream cone. On Dec. 30,
1967, at Centre Congregational
Church, she was married to
Dennis S. Baker. who survives.
Besides her faithful and devoted
husband of almost 56 years,
she leaves a daughter, Denise
Laakso and her husband Todd of
Swanzey, New Hampshire; a son,
Michael Baker and his fiancée Dee
of Guilford; a brother, Richard
Grassi and his wife Marilyn of
White River Junction; a sister,
Martha Kabaniec; grandchildren
Megan Laakso, Savanah Baker,
and Nathan Hurley; and three
great-grandchildren and several
nieces and nephews. She was pre-
deceased by siblings Phillip Grassi
and Jean Baker. MEMORIAL IN-
FORMATION: Graveside commit-
tal services were conducted on
Nov. 20 in the family lot in Baker
Cemetery in Guilford. Donations
to the Windham County Humane
Society, PO. Box 397, Brattleboro,
VT 05302. To offer condolences,
visit atamamuk com.

"%+ Dorothy
4 " Elizabeth
A [11 L1

D ot

. Leclaire, 93,
of Brattleboro.
' Died Nov.
14, 2023 at

N &, Brattleboro
Memorial Hosp1ta1 following a pe-
riod of declining health. Dorothy
was born in Luzerne Township,
Fayette County, Pennsylvania on
July 10, 1930, the daughter of
Edward R. and Ruth E. (Zombro)
Fuller. She was raised and edu-
cated in Berryville, Virginia,
where she attended local public
schools including Berryville High
School. She eventually relocated to

Brattleboro and on May 7, 1955,
in Brattleboro, she was married to
Marcel H. Leclaire Sr. Her hus-
band of 67 years predeceased her
on April 25, 2022. Dorothy was
a devoted mother and wife rais-
ing her five children. She worked
as a sales associate at the former
Galanes Sport Shop, which she
retired from in 1992. On a part-
time basis, Dorothy served as a
crossing guard for several years.
In 1996, Marcel and Dorothy
moved to Zephyrhills, Florida
and, in July 2021, they returned to
Vermont, residing at Vernon Hall
in Vernon. She enjoyed arts and
crafts and a good card game. She
was an avid Bingo player. She was
most happy spending time with
her family. Dot is survived by her
four children, Deborah Tillinghast
(Ken), Edward (Sheri), Brian
(Roxann), and Monica Davison
(Scott); a sister, Carole Tryee;
and nine grandchildren, eight
great-grandchildren, and many
nieces, nephews, great-nieces, and
great-nephews. In addition to her
husband and parents, she was pre-
deceased by a son, Marcel Leclaire
Jr., sisters Ada Jean Leclaire and
Audrey BiaRossi, and broth-
ers Robert and Herbert Fuller.
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A fu-
neral Mass was held on Nov. 21
at St. Michael’s Roman Catholic
Church, with committal rites
and burial in St. Michael’s Parish
Cemetery, where she was laid
to rest next to her beloved hus-
band. Donations to Brattleboro
Area Hospice, 191 Canal St.,
Brattleboro, VT 05301. To offer
condolences visit atamaniuk.com.
e . Mar vy
W Ellen (Childs)
A9 Tier, 76, of
4§ Brattleboro.
'a! Died peacefully,
/M surrounded by
| family, on Now.
15, 2023, at Pine
He1ghts Nursmg Home She
was born on March 14, 1947, in
Townshend to the late Everett
and Florence (Puffer) Childs.
After graduating from Leland &
Gray Seminary, Mary went on to
get her degree in nursing from the
Thompson School of Nursing and
spent her career as a nurse at vari-
ous nursing homes in northern
and southern Vermont. She was
a volunteer EMT at Richmond
Rescue for many years. Later
in her nursing career, she was a
visiting nurse and cared for pa-
tients in their homes. Devoted to
her faith, Mary was a longtime
member of the West Townshend
Seventh-day Adventist Church
where she enjoyed fellowship
and teaching Sabbath School to
the children. Mary loved being
around people, especially the
time she spent with her children,
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children. She could easily make
new friends wherever life led
her. She will be remembered for
her kind heart, compassion, and

generosity. She was predeceased
by her sons Joe and Eric Childs.
She leaves behind her beloved chil-
dren Seth Tier (Mandy) and Jerod
Tier (Heather); grandchildren
Kassie, Damon, Koree, Alexis,
Kourtney, Selena, Grayden, Paige,
Ryan, Kane, Austin, Olivia, and
Serenity; nine great-grandchil-
dren; brother Everett Childs
Jr. “Sam” (Norma), nephew
Tim Childs, niece Gina Goldade
(Bryan), as well as many cous-
ins. MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A
celebration of life will be held at
the Mountain View Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Vernon on
Sunday, Dec. 10, from 1 to 4 p.m.
There will be a potluck afterward.
Donations to