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 By Fran Lynggaard Hansen
  The Commons

   BR AT T L E B O RO —
Loretta Palazzo recalls 
her � rst impressions of  
Re Sheppard.

 “All those years ago, she 
popped into Boomerang look-
ing for a job,” says Palazzo, the 
owner of  the clothing store on 
Main Street. “I noticed right away 
that she is artistic, she was dressed 
so cool. Soft spoken, super kind. 
That’s how we became friends.”

Some people know Sheppard 
as a talented rock star musician 
who plays bass guitar. Other peo-
ple know her from work at New 
England Center for Circus Arts 
as a circus performer. Still oth-
ers know her as an inspired vi-
sual artist.

“She does it all,” Palazzo says 
with a wide smile. “Re has also 
been my hairdresser for years.”

Her voice drops.
“That is, until she got sick.”
Sheppard, who is in her early 

50s, was first diagnosed with a 
very-slow-growing lymphoma 
10 years ago. She became ill again 
in the winter of  2022, but it took 
months for doctors to discover 
that the lymphoma had returned 
— this time, a very aggressive 
version.

Six rounds of  chemotherapy 
failed to kill the cancer. Since 
then, she’s received another 
round of  a di� erent chemother-
apy, and she is continuing treat-
ment to control the growth of  the 
tumor until they can get her into 
another form of  cancer therapy.

Sheppard has no sense of  the 
trajectory of  the treatment or 
when she might expect her health 
to return.

“All of  her friends thought 
she’d be done with chemother-
apy in February,” Palazzo says, 
“but as of  this past couple of  
weeks, the tumor has continued 
to grow.”

Palazzo notes that “people who 
are ill don’t qualify for disability 
insurance until they are done with 

cancer treatment.”
When Sheppard could no lon-

ger earn a living, Palazzo started 
a GoFundMe account for her.

“How do people live with-
out money while they are go-
ing through cancer treatment?” 
Palazzo wonders aloud.

Enter local hair stylist Joanna 
Terry Gabriel, who has organized 
and is heading the fundraising for 
what she and her friends have 
named the Leap Day Cut-a-thon 
Fundraiser for Re.

This Thursday, Feb. 29, Leap 
Year Day, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
some local hairdressers, barbers 
and independent stylists will be 
available for walk-in haircuts 
by donation, at Gabriel’s salon, 
Natural Beauty, in Guilford.

“When you are an independent 
hair stylist, as Re and I are, you 
don’t have the bene� ts of  work-
ing for a big company. If  you 
don’t work, you don’t get paid,” 
says Gabriel, who has owned her 
salon for 15 years.

Stylists unite for a friend in need
A ‘leap day’ 
fundraiser will 
raise funds for 
Re Sheppard, a 
hair stylist and 
multitalented 
artisan, who is 
out of work while 
battling lymphoma

  COURTESY PHOTO 

A raffle jar sits on the counter at Natural Beauty in 
Guilford, ready for the fundraiser taking place on Leap 
Year Day, Thursday, Feb, 29, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 By Victoria Chertok
  The Commons

   BRATTLEBORO—
W h a t  s t a r t e d  1 8 
years ago as a way 
for Windham County 

farmers to help feed the local 
community with surplus food 
— produce that remained at 
the end of  the summer season 
— is now a thriving local at-
traction that boasts hundreds 
of  visitors weekly through the 
winter months.

 The Brattleboro Winter 
Farmers Market describes it-
self  on its website ( brattle
borowinterfarmersmarket.
org ) as the only weekly winter 
farmers’ market in Windham 
County and one of  the oldest 
in the state.

Opened in 2006 as a project 

of  Post Oil Solutions, a non-
pro� t grassroots sustainabil-
ity group in southeastern 
Vermont, the Winter Farmers 
Market has grown from a two-
month to a five-month mar-
ket serving all of  Windham 
County and neighboring towns 
in Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire.

Nearly 20 farms and 20 ven-
dors sell their goods at the mar-
ket each week.

The bene� ts of  the Winter 
Farmers Market are many, 
says market co-founder and 
co-manager Sherry Maher, 
who spoke with The Commons
recently.

“You buy directly from the 
producer — the person who 
grew, raised, cooked, or cre-
ated [the item], and they can 

  VICTORIA CHERTOK/THE COMMONS 

Peter Dixon, co-owner of  Parish Hill Creamery, slices 
a wedge of  cheese at a recent Brattleboro Winter 
Farmers Market. 

Connecting 
COMMUNITY with 
FARMS and FOOD

  COURTESY OF BRATTLEBORO FARMERS MARKET 

Throngs of  people at a recent Brattleboro Winter Farmers Market mill about the gymnasium at the Winston 
Prouty campus in Brattleboro, creating community around the produce and wares of  approximately 20 
local and regional farmers. Organizers report that the market is thriving in its new location. 

The Brattleboro Winter Farmers 
Market sees tremendous growth 
— and a growing need to 
provide access to local food — as 
it grows roots at its new home 
on the Winston Prouty campus

 By Virginia Ray
  The Commons

  BRATTLEBORO—The 
five candidates for the three 
Selectboard seats on the March 5 
ballot met on Feb. 22 to discuss 
the issues in a forum sponsored 
by  The Commons,  the  Brattleboro 
Reformer  ,  and Brattleboro 
Community Television.

Melanie Winters, manag-
ing editor of  the  Reformer , and 
Randolph T. Holhut, deputy edi-
tor of   The Commons , asked ques-
tions of  all � ve, breaking them 
apart into those vying for a three-
year seat and those competing for 
two one-year seats on the board.

Running for the three-year 
seat being vacated by Selectboard 
Chair Ian Goodnow are Peter 
“Fish” Case, who is complet-
ing his first one-year term on 
the board, and challenger Oscar 
Heller, who ran for a seat unsuc-
cessfully in 2020. Heller had to 
participate in the forum remotely 
due to a bout of  Covid that he said 
he didn’t want to spread to others.

Incumbent Vice Chair Franz 
Reichsman, who is also complet-
ing his � rst year on the board, is 
vying with Richard Davis and 
Jaki Reis for two one-year seats 
on the board.

Case said he looks forward to 

 Candidates 
have their say 
in Brattleboro 
 At forum, contenders for Selectboard 
air thoughts on public safety, housing, 
safe injection sites, the EMS decision, 
and the budget. And pickleball.  

 By Virginia Ray
  The Commons

  BRATTLEBORO—Residents 
of  WSESD member towns will 
vote on all candidates for the 
Windham Southeast School 
District (WSESD) School Board, 
including those not from their 
speci� c towns, on Town Meeting 
Day next Tuesday, March 5.

Most of  the candidates in the 
three races for seats on met Feb. 
26 in a candidates’ forum.

Dummerston Town Moderator 

Cindy Jerome moderated the 
exchange, sponsored by  The 
Commons  ,  the   Bratt leboro 
Reformer  ,  and Brattleboro 
Community Television, with 
questions asked by Jeff  Potter, 
editor of   The Commons , and 
Reformer  reporter Chris Mays.

Matt Schibley, who was ap-
pointed in October 2023, is being 
challenged for a three-year term 
as Brattleboro representative by 
Lance Cutler.

Two three-year terms as 

 WSESD board 
candidates eye 
process, priorities 
 Candidates take on questions about school 
climate, community relations, getting 
along with administration, and the now-
closed sexual abuse investigation  
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Brought to you only with the enthusiastic support of  our R E A D E R S ,  D O N O R S ,  A D V E R T I S E R S ,  and  V O L U N T E E R S

commonsnews.org

— thanks to hundreds of readers who chip 
in because they believe that a community 

thrives when everyone has access to news. 
If you appreciate this community resource

 and can a� ord to chip in, please join us now! 
donate.commonsnews.org 

Brought to you only with the enthusiastic support of  our

Celebrating our 20th anniversary in 2024!
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Support your neighbors:

become a volunteer!

Two new trainings this spring
Serious Illness Volunteers support their neighbors who are learning to live and thrive while they
adjust to the changes that a serious illness brings. This is a new program launching later this
spring. This training begins in March. For more information contact Eileen Glover at
802-257-0775 ext 106 or eileen.glover@brattleborohospice.org.

Bereavement Volunteers provide emotional support and companionship to their neighbors who
are grieving the death loss of a loved one. This training begins in April. The first day is
Saturday, April 6, 10-5pm, with subsequent sessions on Tuesdays, 5-8pm, April 9 - May 28. For
more information, contact Lars Hunter at (802) 257-0775 x104, or
lars.hunter@brattleborohospice.org.

To apply for either training, go to this website page below, or click the QR code above.

https://brattleborohospice.org/how-you-can-help/volunteer-training-application
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Support your neighbors:
become a volunteer!

Two new trainings this spring...
Serious Illness Volunteers support their neighbors who are learning 

to live and thrive while they adjust to the changes that a serious illness 
brings. This is a new program launching later this spring. This training 

begins in March. For more information contact Eileen Glover at 
(802) 257-0775 x106 or eileen.glover@brattleborohospice.org.

Serious Illness Volunteers support their neighbors who are learning 

Bereavement Volunteers provide emotional support and companionship to their neighbors who are 
grieving the death loss of a loved one. This training begins in April. The first day is Saturday, April 
6, 10-5pm, with subsequent sessions on Tuesdays, 5-8pm, April 9 - May 28. For more information, 
contact Lars Hunter at (802) 257-0775 x104, or lars.hunter@brattleborohospice.org.

To apply for either training, go to this website page below, or click the QR code

https://brattleborohospice.org/how-you-can-help/volunteer-training-application

"This past year has given me unique insight into our town. 
I'm looking for another three years to make sure that the work 
this board and I have started, continues. To do that, I hope to 
serve as part of the agenda setting committee so I can keep 
what is important to Brattleboro in the forefront while also 
doing what is necessary. Please vote for me on March 5th.

CONVERSATION • COMMUNICATION
COLLABORATION • COMMUNITY

“These are my guiding principles and my 
promise to this community.”  - Peter “Fish” Case

I ask for your vote on March 5th!

RE-ELECT
PETER 

“FISH” CASE
SELECTBOARD

VOTE MARCH 5TH
PAID POLI T IC AL  ADVER T ISEMENT PAID POLI T IC AL  ADVER T ISEMENT

  BRATTLEBORO—
T he Commons  spoke 
with several farmers 
who participate in the 

Brattleboro Winter Farmers’ 
Market to � nd out more about 
their farms and o� erings.

 Coming to the Brattleboro 
Winter Farmers’ Market from 
Westminster, Peter Dixon and 
Rachael Schall of  Parish Hill 
Creamery say that the enter-
prise is where they’ve been 
able to put their experience and 
passions into full play, making 
“cheese that is the ultimate 
expression of  this place” from 
milk that comes from the Elm 
Lea Farm at the Putney School.

Dixon  made  h i s  f i r s t 
cheese in 1983 at Guilford 
Cheese Co., which operated 
in Dummerston until 1990. 
Schaal is new to the game, 
getting started when she and 
Dixon opened Parish Hill 
Creamery in 2013.

Dixon has consulted and 
taught classes with makers 
from well over 100 cheese 
businesses “from Albania to 
Shanghai, mostly here in the 
U.S.,” he says.

Schal l  was an English 
teacher, worked at a winery, 
and spent years writing grants 
and coordinating education for 
farmers, dairy farmers, and 
cheese makers.

“We make cheese from May 
to November when the cows 
are on pasture, with raw milk, 
autochthonous fermenting 
cultures, animal rennet, and 
Maine sea salt,” she says.

They now make 13 varieties, 
selling “as much as possible in 
our local community and in 
New England,” but the Parish 
Hill Cheeses are also available 
“as far away as Los Angeles,” 
she says.

The small cheese opera-
tion received huge honors in 
2023, when four varieties were 
honored in the World Cheese 
Awards in Norway, the larg-
est cheese competition in the 
world.

Out of  more than 4,500 
cheeses from 48 countries 
entered, Parish Hill received 
bronze medals for its Vermont 
Herdsman and Jack’s Blue va-
rieties and top honors — the 
Super Gold medal — for an-
other two varieties, Humble 
(its longest-aged cheese) 
and Idyll (its shortest-aged 
o� ering).

“Out of  the 100 Super Golds 
awarded, seven came to U.S. 
producers, so we are delighted 
that two came to our cheeses,” 
Schall says. “We hope that our 
win encourages other small 
scale producers, so that they 
might feel empowered to make 
cheese using natural methods 
and traditional techniques.”

Howard Prussack, propri-
etor of  High Meadows Farm in 
Westminster, was with Imelda 
Reilly, who he described as 
“our public face for the farm 
and [who] always has a radiant 
smile for everyone.”

Prussack got started farming 
in Westminster West on Kim 
Hubbard’s Nature Farms in 
1971, and he “just fell in love 
with the soil and growing or-
ganic vegetables.”

“Eight years later, I was 
able to buy my own 50-acre 
farm just down the road a bit 
and since 1979 have built nine 
greenhouses and rebuilt the 
barns and established one of  
the premier produce farms in 
the county,” says Prussack, 
who co-founded the original 
Brattleboro Farmers’ Market 
on Route 9 and still loves be-
ing there.

“Now the winter market 
extends our season for our 
customers,” he says. “We spe-
cialize in some unique items 
such as our famous black gar-
lic, along with CBD hemp and 
storage vegetables.”

Wi t h  h i s  s o n ,  Ky l e , 
Jon  Cohen  br ings  pro-
duce to the market from 
his farm in Ascutney. But 

he has agricultural roots in 
Westminster, where he farmed 
before being able to obtain a 
conserved farm, Deep Meadow 
Farm, through the Vermont 
Land Trust.

“We started farming on the 
seacoast of  New Hampshire 
in 1986,” he says. “It was 
more of  a homesteading e� ort 
which turned into small farm-
ers markets and [community 
supported agriculture farms].”

Cohen says he returned 
t o  f a r m i n g  i n  2 0 0 1  i n 
Westminister, and about 13 
years ago, moved to Ascutney 
to farm about 48 acres.

“We do year-round, diversi-
� ed vegetable production with 
some berries,” he says. “All 
certi� ed organic.”

The farm sells greens, root 
crops, potatoes, beets, car-
rots, onions, cabbage, “and lots 
more,” says Cohen, who calls 
the Winter Farmers Market 
“an integral part of  our year-
round income.”

“Winter production and 
winter storage have dramati-
cally increased including sup-
plying the Winter Farmers’ 
Market,” he says. “We have 
really benefited from the 
market.”

Justin Bramhall and Vanessa 
Rose of  Leaping Bear Farm 
in Putney are self-described 
“� rst-generation farmers with 
a passion for healing and the 
environment.”

Bramhall has a background 
in permaculture design and ed-
ucation, and Rose is a graphic 
designer and marketer.

“We use our past experi-
ences daily to grow our farm, 
and to help re� ne our custom-
ers’ understanding of  regen-
erative agriculture, organic 
growing practices, and how 
they can positively contribute 
to healing our food systems,” 
Rose says.

“We deeply value our com-
munity, which makes our work 
rewarding, but we know food 
producers are facing some seri-
ous challenges [because of  on-
going climate change] and we 
want to help face those issues 
head on,” she added.

She pointed out that “how 
our food is farmed can ei-
ther add to the destruction 
of  our planet or it can do the 
opposite — creating abun-
dance and resiliency across our 
communities.”

“In five seasons, we have 
produced over 5,000 pasture 
raised chickens for the local 
community, as well as fresh 
eggs, micro-greens, homemade 
broth, and pet food topper,” 
she says. “We are focused on 
making a positive impact on 
our land, in our management 
of  animals, and in your health 
and diet.”

Dwight Miller Orchards in 
Dummerston has participated 
in the Winter Farmers Market 
since the beginning.

Malah Miller, who operates 
the orchard with her husband, 
Read, calls the 2023 season “a 
very challenging one for grow-
ing successful crops, start-
ing with a mid-May freeze, 
� ooding in June/July, and an 
overabundance of  rain all 
summer.”

Consequently, “our apple 
o� erings at this time are slim 
but we work hard to provide a 
variety of  products,” she says. 
“As always, organic apple cider 
vinegar, farmmade fruit jams, 
honey, sweet cider, farmhouse 
doughnuts, and — drumroll, 
please! — this year’s crop of  
maple syrup.”

“In the past, both of  our 
daughters Ruth and Martha, 
have helped us at Farmers 
Markets,” says Malah, who 
notes that she and Read have 
celebrated their 42nd wedding 
anniversary. “Now they are 
pursuing their careers.”

But the legacy will continue.
“Read is generation seven 

on our farm and our son Will, 
number 8,” Malah says. 

 A walk through 
the market 
 Farmers from the 
region connect with 
buyers for winter food 
and other goods  

tell you how best to use it and to 
enjoy it,” Maher says.

She called it “a win, win, win.”
“Your dollars contribute to 

the local economy and promise 
the future of  a healthy regional 
food system while supporting lo-
cal farmers during their lean sea-
son,” Maher says.

The Winter Farmers Market 
began at the River Garden on 
Main Street and operated there 
for 12 years. In 2018, it moved 
to the Church building on Flat 
Street, its home for four years.

In 2022, the winter market 
moved to its current location in 
the gymnasium on the Winston 
Prouty campus on Austine Drive.

Maher notes that the market 
enjoyed more visibility and foot 
traffic in those River Garden 
years. “We were nervous about 
moving out of  the downtown 
area, where we’d been for 16 
years,” she says.

But along with that loss of  ca-
sual foot tra�  c came an increase 
of  people who come “intending 
to shop,” Maher adds — “and 
now we have a dedicated weekly 
following of  mostly local resi-
dents and tourists alike.”

The result: “tremendous 
growth to the Winter Farmers 
Market” — and, in fact, the two 
years on the Winston Prouty 
campus “have brought our two 
most successful seasons ever,” 
Maher says.

“An average of  450 to 500 peo-
ple attend the Winter Farmers 
Market each week at the height 
of  our season — for example, on 
the Saturday before Thanksgiving 
and the two weeks leading up to 
Christmas,” she adds. “There can 
be up to 450 people on a regular 
Saturday market.”

Some attribute the success to 
the cooperation among farm-
ers, customers, and market 
organizers.

“The community that supports 
the market is a dedicated group 

of  people who make the market 
happen,” says Jon Cohen of  Deep 
Meadow Farm in Ascutney.

“We are doing the work grow-
ing the food, and dedicated cus-
tomers show up each week to buy 
the food,” he says. “We have a 
wonderful group of  vendors who 
are meeting the needs and de-
mands of  people who are coming 
to the market each week.”

Malah Miller of  Dwight Miller 
Orchards in Dummerston sang 
the praises of  the Winter Farmers 
Market team, including “a special 
shout out” to Maher.

“She is so dedicated and pas-
sionate about local food and the 
people who produce it,” Miller 
says.

She also praisesd Jill Green, 
co-manager, and to the “cheerful 
Saturday morning volunteers,” 
calling participating in the market 
“an honor for our farm.”

 SNAP benefi ts 
available at market 

Ensuring access to local food is 
an important part of  the Winter 
Farmers Market’s mission.

The Northeast  Organic 
Fa r m e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Vermont’s Crop Cash program 
had provided funding to offer 
matching funds for customers us-
ing federal SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program) 
bene� ts, known statewide as the 
3SquaresVT program.

Crop Cash, combined with the 
Winter Farmers Market’s own 
Boost Your Bread program, could 
turn a customer’s $10 into $30 for 
local food.

But when funding for Crop 
Cash ran dry at the end of  
November 2023, the market had 
to work quickly to find fund-
ing to support that food security 
program.

With the help of  a $10,000 
g r a n t  f ro m  t h e  Ve r m o n t 
Community Foundat ion’s 
Environmental Justice Small 

Grants Program to help tackle 
this problem, as well as funding 
from the Vermont Foodbank, 
the Windham Foundation, C&S 
Wholesale Grocers, and the New 
England Grassroots Environment 
Fund, and donations from indi-
viduals, the market created a re-
placement program, the Harvest 
Bounty Campaign.

Maher traveled to Montpelier 
in January for SNAP Awareness 
Day to testify in front of  the 
House Committee on Agriculture, 
Food Resiliency, and Forestry 
and the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture.

She talked about the increasing 
numbers of  people in the region 
accessing food security programs 
at the Winter Farmers Market 
since the pandemic. Maher notes 
that the senators and representa-
tives alike thought that enabling 
SNAP customers to turn $10 of  
bene� ts into $30 at a local farmers 
market was a “great deal.”

Maher says that she shared 
with the committees that since 
the 2019–20 season, the Winter 
Farmers Market had seen an 
increase of  150% in SNAP 
transactions.

“It translates into federal 
SNAP dollars along with added 
incentives to put more nutri-
tious local food on families’ tables 
while keeping all of  those dollars 
in the local economy and help-
ing to support vibrant farms and 
food producers in our region,” 
explains Maher.

She urged lawmakers to put 
money in the FY 2025 state bud-
get to keep these incentives going 
because they lead to healthy fami-
lies, vibrant farms, and stronger 
communities.

Justin Bramhall and Vanessa 
Rose of  Leaping Bear Farm in 
Putney say they are “incredibly 
impressed” with the Harvest 
Bounty fundraising, which has 
given “so much meaningful 
support to both farmers and 
shoppers.”

 To market, 
to market 

Visit the Brattleboro Winter 
Farmers Market on Saturdays, 
November through March, from 
10 a.m. until 2 p.m., to shop local 
for food, produce, and crafts. The 
market is fully accessible with on-
site and nearby parking.

There is local live music from 
11 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. weekly. You 
can get lunch from a number of  
market vendors or a chair mas-
sage from Micah Ranquist, who 
is trained in Swedish circulatory 
massage and medical massage.

The Winter Farmers Market 
takes place at 60 Austine Dr. 
in Brattleboro on the Winston 
Prouty Campus. The MOOver 
bus offers Saturday service to 
the market from the Brattleboro 
Transportation Center on Flat 
Street.

For more information, visit 
brattleborowinterfarmersmarket.
org . 
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(Of course you do! You’re from Windham County!)

Got something on your mind? Send contribu-
tions to our Letters from Readers section (500 
words or fewer strongly recommended) to 
voices@commonsnews.org; the deadline is 
Friday to be considered for next week’s paper. 
When space is an issue, we give priority to 

words that have not yet appeared elsewhere.
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■ Winter Farmers Market FROM SECTION FRONT

  COURTESY OF BRATTLEBORO FARMERS MARKET 

Fresh vegetables await customers in the winter months. 



SAP HAPPYSAP HAPPYSAP HAPPYWe’re

it’s sugaring season 
in Vermont!

Promote your maple products inPromote your maple products in

$99
print + web
ad package

2x3 color ad
(3.4” wide by 3” tall)

print + web ad combo 
plus a FREE ad in our 
newsletter ($35 value)

Contact Lori or Nancy: 1-888-511-5150
lori@commonsnews.org

nancy@commonsnews.org

Brattleboro VFW 
40 Black Mt. Rd. 
Apply at the VFW.

COOK 
WANTED 

LOOKING TO HIRE
CLASS A CDL 

TRUCK DRIVER
With 1 year of

experience. $25/hr.
Full time with bene� ts.  

Call Jeannette
for more info.

802-254-3349

Vermont Independent Media, publisher of 
The Commons newspaper, is looking for an
Operations Assistant to help with the 

organization and running of our 
administrative operations.

For more information, please contact
kate@commonsnews.org

WE ARE HIRING!

Do you love working with elders?  
We would love to work with you!

We are a Level III Residential Care facility 
with a home-like atmosphere and great 
benefits (we are not a nursing home).   

Join our care team and begin your 
rewarding career in eldercare today! 

We provide a sign-on bonus and paid training 
in a supportive, caring environment. 

To learn more and to apply for a position, please 
visit our website at www.gardenpathelderliving.org. 

Family Service Worker White River Junction 

Southeastern Vermont Community Action (SEVCA), the designated 
anti-poverty agency in Windham and Windsor Counties, is currently 
seeking a community-minded individual to work in our White River 
Junction outreach office. This person will help clients avoid eviction, obtain 
safe and affordable housing and keep their homes heated by accessing 
emergency programs. This individual will assess clients’ needs and help 
resolve crisis situations by providing application assistance, coordinating 
community services, providing information, referrals and advocacy. The 
Family Services Worker helps clients understand their options and access 
the services that they need. 
Qualified candidate must be able to establish and maintain positive and 
respectful relationships with clients, community resources and other 
agencies. They must possess excellent organization, communication and 
problem-solving skills. Experience in the Human Services field is preferred.  
Full Time M-F. Benefits Pkg.  

Resume and cover to: Pat Burke, Family Services Director, SEVCA, 
91 Buck Drive, Westminster, VT 05158,  pburke@sevca.org. EOE

Looking for a job with lots of variety in a fast-paced, lively environment? 
The Winston Prouty Center for Child and Family Development in 
Brattleboro is seeking a full-time Operations Coordinator to provide 
comprehensive support and leadership to the Winston Prouty Center’s 
community. This role manages a diverse array of responsibilities 
including but not limited to managing front office communications; 
performing administrative tasks; event planning; technology support; 
supporting the Executive Director and Administration; management, 
coordination, and execution of special projects; and fostering an envi-
ronment rooted in collaboration, learning, inclusion, and persistence.

Rolling interviews will be scheduled as applications are received, 
with an ideal start date on or before March 25th. 

Learn more at www.winstonprouty.org/jobs

Operations Coordinator

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT              PROBATE DIVISION
Windham Unit                   Docket No.: 24-PR-00285
In re ESTATE of: Barbara J. Calabrese

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the Creditors of: Barbara J. Calabrese  (Decedent)
late of West Wardsboro, Vermont    (Decedent’s town of residence)

I have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims 
against the decedent or the estate must present their claims in writing within four 
(4) months of the first publication of this notice. The claim must be presented 
to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The claim 
may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Dated: February 15, 2024                                       c/o Amelia W. L. Darrow, Esq.
Christopher J. Calabrese, Executor                              Secrest & Darrow, PLC
802-251-6598                                     209 Austine Drive,
adarrow@secrestdarrow.com                                            Brattleboro, VT 05301

Name of Publication: The Commons / Publication Date: February 28, 2024

Name of Probate Court: Vermont Superior Court, Windham Probate  
Address of Probate Court: 30 Putney Road, 2nd Floor, Brattleboro, VT 05301

“We all own our own busi-
nesses, and we work alone,” she 
says. “What would anyone of  us 
do in the same situation?”

Gabriel met Sheppard when 
she was doing hair and makeup 
for a local production of   Hedwig 
and the Angry Inch  in 2010.

“Re was one of  the performers, 
for two years running, playing the 
second lead in the production,” 
she remembers. “We hit it off  
right away.”

On hand at her studio at 475C 
Coolidge Hwy, will be Gabriel and 
barber Simon Miller, whose shop, 
Rust Tonsorium, recently moved 
from downtown Brattleboro to 
share space in Gabriel’s shop.

From 9 to noon, P’tricia Wyse 
(of  P’Tricia, her salon on Flat 
Street), will also be joining in the 
fun. She will be offering three 
one-hour haircuts.

Gabriel is excited how “the 
community has shown an out-
pouring of  love for Re. Not 
only are we doing haircuts by 
donation, local photographer 
Ezra Distler will also have his 
photo booth set up from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. for photo shoots by 
donation.”

“We are so excited to raise 
money for Re. So many people 
are reaching out to this stellar hu-
man being.”

In addition to haircuts, a 
haircut raffle will offer a $50 
Boomerang gift certificate, an 
original piece by local artist 
Remi Brooks, and haircuts that 
other local stylists have donated. 
Tickets are available for $5, or 
� ve for $20.

“But that’s not all,” says 
Gabriel, breathless with positive 
energy for her friend. “There are 
other stylists and salons who are 
considering participating as well. 
Some will donate some of  the 
proceeds from haircuts in their 
own salons that day.”

She adds that “the wonderful 

people at the Guilford Country 
Store” next door will be provid-
ing treats.

“Every day more and more 
people are joining the fundraiser,” 
she says. “So far, the ra�  e is get-
ting more exciting by the day as 
businesses donate their services.”

Other stylists in the area are 
also doing their own raffles for 
Sheppard in their own shops.

Suggested donations for cuts 
start at $40, but you also can “pay 
as your wallet allows.”

Gabriel knows � rsthand what 
this type of  support can mean to 
someone who is very ill.

“My sister-in-law, Tracy 
Gabriel, was also an indepen-
dent hair stylist in the area. She 
died of  cancer when she was only 
49,” she says. “We can’t bring 
back the people we’ve lost, but we 

can do everything in our power to 
support those who are still here.”

Those who cannot come to 
the event are encouraged to 
purchase a raffle ticket or to 
donate to the GoFundMe for 
Sheppard at  gofundme.com/f/
re-sheppard-fundraiser .

 ‘Genuinely touched 
and encouraged 
by the love and 
support’ 

Palazzo has seen what the funds 
raised so far have done to help Re 
Sheppard.

“Currently, Re is living with a 
friend who can care for her while 
she is receiving treatment, but we 
all know about the housing crisis 
in town,” she says.

“She is still paying rent on her 
apartment that she hasn’t been 
able to live in so that she doesn’t 
lose it,” Palazzo adds. “She’ll still 
need a place to live when she has 
recovered.”

Palazzo also notes that without 
an income, Sheppard is still re-
sponsible for paying for utilities, 
phone, car, car insurance, fuel to 
get her to numerous medical ap-
pointments and treatments, and 
for the hospital bills that her in-
surance will not cover completely.

“She is the most hard-work-
ing person I know, and she’s 
frustrated that she can’t jump 
back into her life,” Palazzo says. 

“She had wanted to be working 
by now.”

Re Sheppard is known by 
friends as a very private person.

“She’s not used to so much 
attention, but she is genuinely 
touched and encouraged by the 
love and support being shown 
to her,” says Palazzo. “Without 
the fundraisers, I don’t think she 
would have any options. I know 
how very grateful she is for the 
support.”

Gabriel agrees.
“This fundraiser is a tribute to 

this talented person who needs 
all the love and care she can get. 
Everybody simply wants her to be 
able to feel all the love and sup-
port we feel for her.”

And, she adds with a heartfelt 
smile, “It’s going to be a really 
fun day! I hope lots of  people 
will join us!” 

  EZRA DISTLER 

Re Sheppard has been battling an aggressive form of  
lymphoma for several years, in a portrait by photographer 
Ezra Distler, who is one of  many participating in the Leap 
Day Cut-a-thon Fundraiser for Re. 

 BRATTLEBORO—Early 
and absentee ballots for the 
Presidential Primary, Brattleboro 
Annual Town Meeting and 
Windham Southeast School 
District School Board vote to be 
held March 5 are now available 
by request. Absentee ballots for 
this election must be requested.

Anyone wishing to vote early 
and in-person may now do so 
at the Brattleboro Town Clerk’s 
Office. This option is available 
through Monday, March 4, at 
5 p.m.

Anyone wishing to vote absen-
tee may apply for an absentee bal-
lot until 5 p.m. on March 4. All 
voted ballots must be received by 
the Clerk before the polls close 
on Election Day, March 5, to be 
counted. For more information 
or to request an absentee ballot, 
call 802-251-8157 or visit  mvp.
vermont.gov .

Absentee ballots can be mailed 
to the voter or picked up from the 
Town Clerk’s o�  ce by the voter. 
Only the voter may pick up their 
ballot. If  a voter is in need, ballots 
can be delivered outside of  the 
voter’s location by two Justices of  
the Peace. Mailing of  requested 
ballots began in mid-February.

For the Presidential Primary, 
voters are required by State 
Statute to choose the either a 
Democratic or Republican bal-
lot when requesting their ballot, 
and they will receive only that 

party’s ballot.
Sample Brattleboro ballots 

and meeting warnings can be 
found at  Brattleboro.gov , un-
der “Elections.” Visit their new 
Voting FAQs at  brattleboro.gov/
voting-faqs .

Vermont o� ers same-day voter 
registration. However, to save 
time on Election Day, it is advis-
able to register to vote in advance 
by going online to  olvr.vermont.
gov . Paper applications are avail-
able at the Town Clerk’s o�  ce. 
You can also update your voter 
information or request a ballot 

at  mvp.vermont.gov .
For more information about 

voter registration and absentee 
voting, contact the Town Clerk’s 
office at 802-251-8157. The 
Brattleboro Town Clerk’s O�  ce 
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. The of-
� ce will be closed Tuesday, March 
5, Election Day, and will reopen 
to the public on Wednesday, 
March 6 at noon.

Brattleboro voting on March 
5, will be held at the American 
Legion at 32 Linden Street. 
Polling hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

 Early and absentee ballots now available  
B R AT T L E B O R O
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  Leap Day concert 
in Guilford 

GUILFORD — A special 
Leap Day house concert will be 
presented on Thursday, Feb. 29, 
at Wendy’s Soiree in Guilford, 
featuring bluegrass duo Andrew 
Finn McGill and Anya Hinkle, the 
2019 Merlefest songwriting win-
ner and 2023 USA Songwriting 
winner for “Best World Song.”

McGill played in the series with 
a Brazilian trio in mid-July, and 
Wendy Redlinger says that “they 
blew the audience away with their 
virtuosity and exuberant pres-
ence. Now he’s back with a dif-
ferent sound.”

The concert begins at 7 p.m. 
with no intermission. Admission 
i s  $15  — 20  a t  the  door. 
Reservations recommended by 
emailing  wendy@asteriamusica.
com .

 Art show reception 
at Brooks Library 

BRATTLEBORO — On 
Friday, March 1, from 4 to 5 
p.m., there will be a reception for 
the art exhibit, “YUM!” in the 
Main Reading Room of  Brooks 
Memorial Library, 224 Main St.

“YUM!” is an exhibit of  15 
bright, bold watercolors depict-
ing edible delights: from mousse 
to macarons, paella to potato 
chips, shortcake to strawberries. 
These posters are by Art Among 
Friends, a group of  six local 
artists — Connie Evans, Alice 
Freeman, Kathy Greve, Laurie 
Klenkel, Louise Zak, and Lynn 
Zimmerman — who gather regu-
larly to paint and to support and 
encourage one another on their 
artistic journeys.

The exhibit will be on display 
at the library through Friday, 
April 26. For more information 
about the art and artists, con-
tact them at  artamongfriends6@
gmail.com .

 Sugar on Snow supper 
served in Guilford 

G U I L F O R D  —  B r o a d 
Brook Grange’s annual Sugar 
on Snow Supper will be held 
Saturday, March 2, at the Broad 
Brook Community Center. 3940 
Guilford Center Rd.

The meal features ham, and 
the following homemade items: 
baked beans, deviled eggs, 
mashed potatoes, coleslaw, rolls, 
doughnuts, and Guilford maple 
sugar on Guilford snow. Pickles 
accompany the snow. There will 
be three seatings: 5, 6, and 7 
p.m. At each seating, a half-gal-
lon of  Guilford maple syrup will 
be ra�  ed.

This longtime annual fund-
raiser helps support the many 
activities of  the Grange, which 
sponsors pre-town meeting, a 
community Thanksgiving din-
ner, this supper, and brunches, 
as well as Guilford Center Stage 

productions. The Grange orga-
nization also provides Christmas 
stockings for seniors and a college 
scholarship.

Tickets for the supper are: $15 
for adults; $5 for children ages 5 
— 12, and $2 for kids age 4 and 
under. Reservations for a particu-
lar seating are recommended, as 
the earlier seatings often sell out 
in advance. A waiting list will 
also be kept, and those with res-
ervations who cannot make it are 
asked to phone their cancellation.

There are usually a few un-
reserved seats left for the 7 
p.m. seating, for those who 
show up without a reservation. 
Reservations made be made 
by emailing  thayertomlinson@
hotmail.com ; you’ll get a con-
firmation reply. Or you may 
text to 202-247-5251, or phone 
802-257-5359.

 Jazz vocalist 
to perform in 
house concert 

BRATTLEBORO — Under 
the Maple chez Grossman/Peel 
will present jazz vocalist and pia-
nist Doug Bowles in a house con-
cert on Sunday, March 3, at 7 p.m.

Bowles is a tenor, pianist, con-
ductor, dance band leader, and 
an acknowledged expert in the 
performance styles of  the 1920s 
and 1930s. “Hear the music 
that would have been enjoyed in 
this house 100 years ago, sung 
and played the way it should 
be, with drinks and homemade 
baked goods at the break,” say 
organizers.

There is a suggested donation 
of  $25 at the door; however, any 
amount is welcome. Reservations 
are required and can be made at 
BrattleboroHouseConcerts@gmail.
com . The address and further de-
tails of  the concert will be sent.

 Kindergarten 
information night 

BRATTLEBORO — On 
March 7, at 6 p.m., there will 
be a kindergarten information 
night at Green Street School for 
Brattleboro parents/guardians 
with children who will be enter-
ing kindergarten in the fall (must 
be 5 before Sept. 1).

Participants will meet the 
three Brattleboro principals to 
learn about consistencies across 
the three town schools, elements 
of  the kindergarten day, and an-
swer other questions about start-
ing kindergarten in Brattleboro. 
Pizza and child care will be 
provided.

An RSVP is not required, 
but would be appreciated, to 
kbeebe@wsesdvt.org  or 802-
579-1013. Those who have not 
registered their child for kinder-
garten in Brattleboro, contact 
Pre-Kindergarten Coordinator 
Kerri Beebe at the contact infor-
mation listed above. 

 A R O U N D 
T H E  T O W N S  
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By Virginia Ray
The Commons

M
ost voters throughout the county 
will assemble on Town Meeting 
Day on Tuesday, March 5. Voters 
in Athens, Brattleboro, Brookline, 
Rockingham, Vernon, Windham, 
and Westminster will convene on 
their own respective timetables, and 
Marlboro voters won’t meet at all, 

with voters making all decisions by Australian ballot.
That day also marks the presidential primary election throughout 

the state.
According to the Vermont Secretary of  State’s office, “Vermont law 

makes town meeting a holiday for employees of  the state government.”
State law “also gives an employee the right to take unpaid leave from 

work to attend his or her annual town meeting, subject to the essential 
operation of  the business or government. An employee must give the 
employer at least seven days notice if  he or she wants to take advantage 
of  this right to attend town meeting.”

Most Windham County towns are listed here with the election infor-
mation that was available by press time.

Brattleboro’s Annual Representative Town Meeting — the only one 
of  its sort in Vermont — takes place Saturday, March 23. Town Meeting 
members will be elected by Australian ballot on Tuesday, March 5.

Athens

• Annual Town Meeting/Election: Town Meeting will be held 
Monday, March 4, at the Athens Community Center (the former elemen-
tary school, at 28 Brookline Rd.) at 6 p.m.

All voting for town officers and the presidential primary will occur 
on Tuesday, March 5, by Australian ballot, as will votes on budgets for 
the Athens/Grafton and Bellows Falls Union High School districts and 
River Valley Technical Center.

Polls will be open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Athens Town Office.
• Budget: Voters will be asked to vote on a $643,357 general budget.
• Financial contributions: Voters will be asked to spend $32,886 

for weekly trash/recycling service starting in June, and raise and appro-
priate a total of  $6,726 in support of  10 social service organizations.

• Other: Voters will consider discontinuing use of  the Australian bal-
lot for election of  town officers and to allow the sale of  alcohol in town.

• More information: athensvt.com.

Brattleboro

• Annual Representative Town Meeting members will gather 
Saturday, March 23, at 8:30 a.m., in the gymnasium at Brattleboro Union 
High School (131 Fairground Rd.).

Warrant articles not acted upon by 5 p.m. will be moved to Sunday, 
March 24, at 8:30 a.m., unless the body votes to continue past 5 p.m.

Informational packets can be picked up at Brooks Memorial Library 
starting Thursday, March 7.

Caucuses and the town budget informational meeting are slated for 
Wednesday, March 13, at 6:30 p.m., in the Academy School gymnasium.

• Election: Election of  town officers, Representative Town Meeting 
members, and Windham Southeast School District (WSESD) school 
board members will take place on Tuesday, March 5, from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m., at American Legion Post 5 (32 Linden St.).

Absentee ballots for this election are by request only.
WSESD elects board members by ballot on March 5 and then holds 

an annual meeting on Tuesday, March 19 to take up other matters, in-
cluding school officers and the budget.

• Financial contributions: Voters will be asked to support a 
proposed $23 million operating and capital budget as well as plans to 
spend the town’s remaining $1.38 million in American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) money.

Voters will also consider whether the town should raise and appropriate 
$367,810 to support 36 human service providers, spend $1.62 million to 
build a secondary Pleasant Valley water storage tank, spend $131,699 to 
pay debt service for water/sewer improvements serving Mountain Home 
and Deepwood Mobile home parks, and spend $80,000 in the Downtown 
Improvement District.

• More information: brattleboro.gov.

Brookline

• Annual Town Meeting will be held in the multipurpose room 
at the former Brookline School building (624 Grassy Brook Rd.) on 
Monday, March 4, at 6 p.m.

• Election: Voters will elect town officers on the meeting floor.
• Financial: Voters will consider allocating $201,299 to the general 

fund and $327,418 for the highway fund and authorize spending $10,000 
in American Rescue Plan Act money for a new fire truck.

• Other: Voters will consider approving quarterly tax collection.
• Humanitarian expenditures: Voters will consider spending 

$9,746 to support 23 social service organizations.
• More information: brooklinevt.com.

Dover

• Annual Town Meeting will be held Tuesday, March 5, at 10 a.m., 
at Dover Town Hall (189 Taft Brook Rd.).

• Election: Polls will be open at Town Hall on Tuesday, March 5, for 
Australian ballot voting from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

• Financial: Voters will be asked to authorize a general fund ex-
penditure of  almost $2.6 million, and $1.8 million from the highway 
department fund.

• More information: doververmont.com.

Dummerston

• Annual Town Meeting will be held Tuesday, March 5, in person 
for the first time since the pandemic at 10 a.m. in the gymnasium at 
Dummerston School (52 School House Rd., East Dummerston).

• Elections: Polls will be open at the school from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
There are no contests for town government on the ballot.
Windham Southeast School District (WSESD) board members will 

also be elected on March 5.
• Financial: Voters will be asked to support an overall $183,000, or 

18.8%, increase in taxes raised in the proposed $1.16 million budget. 
The budget includes increasing the capital fund by $85,000 and increas-
ing the highway and general funds by $49,000 each.

• More information: dummerston.org. A pre-Town Meeting 
information session on Feb. 21 is available to stream at bit.ly/754-
dummerston-pre-atm. Candidate statements appear in the current is-
sue of  Views of  Dummerston, and a candidate forum is available at bit.
ly/754-dummerston-candidates.

Grafton

• Annual Town Meeting will take place Tuesday, March 5, at Grafton 
Elementary School (58 School St.) at 10 a.m.

• Election: The polls will be open for voting by Australian ballot 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Marlboro

• Town Meeting: There will be no in-person Annual Town Meeting. 
Australian balloting takes place on Tuesday, March 5.

Ballots have been sent to all active voters and may be returned through 
March 5 by mail, in the drop box outside town office, or hand-delivered 
at the office by calling ahead to ensure an officer is there to receive it.

In-person voting will be available March 5 at Marlboro Town House 
(13 Town Hill Road), where polls will be open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Town officials ask that voters bring mailed ballots.

Two back-to-back pre-Town Meeting informational meetings were 
held Feb. 24.

• Financial: Voters will consider appropriating $570,400 for the gen-
eral fund and $1.05 million for highways.

Also to be voted is spending $55,000 to help defray fire department 
operating expenses, $50,000 for fire department capital improvements, 
$21,905 to pay Rescue Inc. and $5,000 to pay Deerfield Valley Rescue 
for emergency services, $5,000 for the community center, and $15,868 
to support 16 health care/social service organizations.

• School: Voters will consider a FY25 $3.85 million proposed oper-
ating budget — a 2% decrease to this year’s budget — for the Marlboro 
School District.

Voters will elect school board directors.
• Other: Voters will consider returning to an in-person Town Meeting, 

replacing the Australian ballot adopted during the pandemic.
They will also look at changing the term of  constable from a one-year 

to a two-year term and making proposed bylaw changes.
• More information: marlborovt.us.

Newfane

• Annual Town Meeting will be held Tuesday, March 5, at Union 
Hall (2 Church St.) at 9 a.m.

• Election: Australian ballot elections will take place from 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.

• Financial: Voters will consider a proposed general fund expen-
diture of  $1.69 million for town and highway operating expenses and 
capital expenses of  $420,000, plus $98,000 to hire a new highway de-
partment employee.

They will also vote on a proposed $10,000 appropriation for the 
Historical Society of  Windham County to help create a free public mu-
seum at the 1825 Jail Building.

• Humanitarian spending: Voters will consider approximately 
$41,640 for 29 local and regional organizations.

• Other: Voters will consider a change to quarterly tax billing.
In addition, voters will take up a nonbinding resolution to force the 

U.S. State Department to certify or end arms sales to Israel.
• More information: newfanevt.com.

Putney

• Annual Town Meeting will be held Tuesday, March 5, at the Putney 
Central School (182 Westminster Rd.) at 10 a.m.

• Election: Polls will be open to vote for town officials, the presiden-
tial primary, and Windham Southeast School District (WSESD) board 
members at the Putney Fire Station from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

There are three races on the ballot for WSESD seats and one, between 
incumbent Aileen Chute and challenger Frank Harlow, for a three-year 
term on the Selectboard.

• Financial: Voters will be asked to consider highway fund expendi-
tures of  $1.34 million and general fund expenditures of  $1.83 million.

• Other: Voters will consider exempting the Yellow Barn from taxes 
for two years; levying a 1% local-option tax on sales, meals, alcoholic 
beverages, and rooms; transferring charge of  town cemeteries to the 
Selectboard; and authorizing that property taxes be paid in three install-
ments for the coming year.

• More information: putneyvt.org. Visit bit.ly/754-putney-
candidates for a candidates’ forum.

Rockingham

• Annual Town Meeting will take place Monday, April 1, at 7 p.m. 
at Town Hall Main Theater (Bellows Falls Opera House, 7 Square) to 
act on spending public money.

• Election: Presidential primary and school budget balloting take 
place on Tuesday, March 5, at 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Masonic Temple 
(61 Westminster St.).

Polls for the town election portion of  Annual Town Meeting are open 
from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, April 2, at the Masonic Temple at 8 a.m.

• Financial: Voters will be asked to approve a proposed $6.54 million 
appropriation for combined general and highway expenses, $436,780 for 
Rockingham Free Public Library operational expenses, and an amount not 
to exceed $125,000 for five years to pay the town’s share of  Rockingham 
Meeting house structural repair.

They will also consider borrowing up to $280,000 for five years to buy 
a new highway department grader; up to $150,000 for the same time pe-
riod to pay the town’s share of  Bellows Falls Train Station repair; and up 
to $125,00 to pay for Town Hall structural repair.

• Humanitarian spending: Voters will also consider spending 
$67,019 to support 16 humanitarian and community organizations.

• Schools: Voters will consider the $10.78 million Rockingham Town 

Votes by Australian ballot on the budgets for the Athens/Grafton and 
Bellows Falls Union High School districts and the River Valley Technical 
Center will take place March 5.

• Financial: Voters will be asked to approve a budget of  $242,440 
for the general (Selectboard) budget and $717,086 to maintain high-
ways and bridges.

• Public safety: Voters will decide whether to spend $43,450 for 
emergency and public safety services (ambulance service, fire depart-
ment, rescue squad).

• Humanitarian expenses: Voters will consider spending $12,081 
to support 15 local and regional organizations.

• More information: graftonvt.org.

Guilford

• Annual Town Meeting will take place Tuesday, March 5, in the 
gymnasium at Guilford Central School (374 School Rd.) at 10 a.m.

A pre-Town Meeting information session took place Feb. 27.
• Elections: Polls will be open at the Guilford Central School from 

10 a.m. to 7 p.m. to vote by Australian ballot.
Incumbent Selectboard member Zon Eastes is running for re-election 

to a two-year seat, while Hannah Tustin and Chip Carter are vying for a 
three-year term on the board.

Windham Southeast School Board members will also be elected on 
March 5.

• Financials: Voters will consider approving $831,856 for general 
fund expenses, $1.1 million in highway fund expenses.

They will consider $268,550 for fire department operating expenses 
and $35,000 for the fire department capital improvement fund, along 
with $68,000 to contract with the Windham County Sheriff’s Office for 
law enforcement services.

Voters will also consider changing the Annual Town Meeting date to 
the Saturday immediately preceding the first Tuesday in March.

• Humanitarian spending: Voters will consider spending $24,093 
to support 14 health care and human services organizations.

• More information: guilfordvt.gov.

Halifax

• Annual Town Meeting will be held Tuesday, March 5, at 10 a.m., at 
Halifax Elementary School (246 Branch Rd.). A pre-Town Meeting infor-
mation hearing was held Feb. 27 and will likely be posted on the Halifax, 
Vermont Selectboard YouTube Channel (bit.ly/754-halifax-youtube).

• Elections: Polls will be open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. There are no 
contested races on the ballot.

• Financial: Voters will consider approving $2,432,019 in Selectboard 
and highway expenditures. They will also vote whether to assess a 1% 
room tax.

• School: Voters will be asked to approve a proposed $2.28 million 
budget for the Halifax School.

• Humanitarian spending: Town Meeting will be asked to con-
sider spending $20,574 in support of  18 social service organizations.

• More information: halifaxvt.com.

Jamaica

• Annual Town Meeting will occur on Tuesday, March 5, at 10 a.m., 
in Town Hall (3735 VT-30).

• Elections: Voters will elect town officers on the meeting floor.
• Financial: Voters will decide whether to exempt the Masonic Lodge 

land and building from taxation for another five years and to approve the 
proposed total highway and general fund appropriation.

• More information: jamaicavermont.org.

Londonderry

• Annual Town Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 5, in Town 
Hall (139 Middletown Rd., South Londonderry) at 9:30 a.m.

• Election: Polls will be open at Town Hall from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. 
At the ballot box, voters will consider borrowing up to $282,000 to help 
pay for the town’s share of  a new $3.4 million community wastewater 
system in the north village and borrowing up to $515,700 for the town’s 
share of  the total $4.525 million project for same in the south village.

A pre-Town Meeting information forum to discuss the two proposals 
will be held Thursday, Feb. 29, at 6 p.m., at the Town Office (100 Old 
School St., South Londonderry). Greater Northshire Access Television 
will film the meeting, which will be available on the access station’s 
YouTube channel (bit.ly/754-gnat).

Voters will also vote by ballot for the Taconic & Green School District 
school board members and the proposed $38.9 million school budget.

• Financial: Voters will determine how much to appropriate for the 
general fund on Town Meeting floor.

They will also address whether to spend $71,250 for fire/library/con-
servation operating expenses; $42,912 to support 22 health care/social 
service organizations; $50,000 (to be offset by registration fees) for a 
part-time, short-term rental administrator; and $90,000 to hire a fourth 
full-time highway department employee.

They will also decide whether to assess a 1% local-option tax on sales, 
meals, and alcoholic beverages.

• More information: londonderryvt.org.
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Voters cast their ballots at last year’s Putney Town Meeting.

A4	  	 T H E  C O M M O N S  • Wednesday, February 28, 2024

Town Meeting Day is Tuesday
A summary of what’s on the agenda 
at Annual Town Meeting for voters 

in 22 Windham County towns 



MONTPELIER—On Town Meeting 
Day, the first Tuesday in March, citi-
zens across Vermont come together 
in their communities to discuss the 

business of  their towns.
For over 200 years, Town Meeting Day has 

been an important political event as Vermonters 
elect local officers and vote on budgets. It has also 
been a time for neighbors to discuss the civic is-
sues of  their community, state, and nation.

This piece is designed to help you learn about 
Vermont’s Town Meeting Day, its history, and 
how it works today, with the hope that it will help 
you get involved in your town meeting.

The origin of Town 
Meeting Day

The first town meeting in America was in 
Massachusetts in 1633, but the practice of  di-
rect democracy dates back to around 400 B.C. 
in Athens.

The first Town Meeting in these parts was held 
in Bennington in 1762, 15 years before Vermont 
was created.

In the late 1700s, as today, town citizens in 
Vermont held meetings so that they could ad-
dress the problems and issues they faced collec-
tively, issues like whether to let pigs run free or 
whether smallpox vaccinations should be allowed 
in the town. Voters also decided what goods or 
labor could be used as payment for taxes. Town 
Meeting also served a social function, as it does 
today.

What is Town Meeting Day?
On the first Tuesday of  March, most Vermont 

towns hold a meeting to elect local officials, ap-
prove a budget for the following year, and con-
duct other local business.

Vermont Town Meetings (with the one ex-
ception of  Brattleboro) are the practice of  direct 
democracy. That is, eligible citizens of  the town 
may vote on specific issues that are announced 
through a warning.

The Town Meeting warning tells us when and 
where town meeting will be held, and it lists all of  
the articles (topics) that are going to be discussed 
and voted on at the meeting. The warning must 
be posted at least 30 days before the meeting.

Voting at Town Meeting
Towns can vote in two ways at March Town 

Meeting: by floor meeting or by Australian ballot.
Most towns use a combination of  both vot-

ing methods. In 2008, approximately 15 towns 
conducted all of  the town meeting business us-
ing Australian ballot voting, 61 decided all of  
their business by floor vote, and 170 towns used 
a combination. During the pandemic, almost all 
towns used the Australian ballot for exercising 
democracy during the lockdown.

The floor meeting is what we generally picture 
a Vermont Town Meeting to be like. It is when 
people gather at a public meeting place to discuss 

and vote on issues.
Floor meetings can last a few hours, or they 

can go all day. The length of  the meeting de-
pends on how many articles are on the warning 
and how much discussion takes place over the 
issues raised by the articles.

Australian ballot voting, which is how we cast 
our ballots at the general election in November, 
takes only a few minutes. It takes place at a poll-
ing place where voters mark a secret ballot that 
is counted after the polls close.

Town Boards of  Civil Authority determine 
when the polls open in the morning (between 7 
a.m. and 10 a.m.). All polls must close at 7 p.m.

Floor meeting
At a floor meeting there are no representatives 

(except in Brattleboro, which uses a system of  
representative democracy for its town meeting). 
Citizens speak directly for themselves, seek-
ing to clarify or amend items to be voted, or to 
persuade those present on whether to vote for a 
particular measure.

Town Meeting holiday
Vermont law makes Town Meeting Day a holi-

day for employees of  state government. The law 
also gives an employee the right to take unpaid 
leave from work to attend his or her Annual Town 
Meeting, subject to the essential operation of  the 
business or government.

An employee must give the employer at least 
seven days notice if  he or she wants to take ad-
vantage of  this right to attend Town Meeting.

Students who are over 18 also have the right 
to attend Town Meeting, unless the student is in 
state custody at a secure facility.

The moderator
The moderator’s job is to ensure that the meet-

ing is orderly and fair. He or she calls for votes 
on each item of  business and announces the de-
cisions of  the voters. The moderator must also 
interpret and apply rules governing how the dis-
cussion and votes proceed.

Unless the voters decide to pass over an article 
or rearrange the order of  the articles, the meeting 
will address each article in turn, from the first to 
the last, until they are all addressed.

Vermont law requires that the moderator use a 
very formal procedure to run the meeting called 
Robert’s Rules of  Order, which sets specific rules 
to help the moderator keep order and ensure that 
the meeting is fair. These rules are published in 
a small book that can be referred to during the 
meeting if  necessary.

Who may participate?
Only legal voters may participate in Town 

Meeting.
Of  course, non-voters (people who live in 

other towns, people who are not old enough to 
register to vote, or people who live in town but 
who are not registered to vote at all or who are 

registered elsewhere) may never vote at Town 
Meeting.

This means that a non-voter does not have a 
right to speak at Town Meeting unless the meet-
ing passes a motion to allow the individual to “ad-
dress the assembly.” This motion must pass by a 
two-thirds majority vote.

There is a well-known story about a governor 
who visited one of  Vermont’s Town Meetings 
and asked permission to address the assembly.

The town was unhappy about some piece of  
legislation the governor had supported and, as 
a result, the vote to permit her to speak to the 
meeting initially failed. After some debate, a mo-
tion to reconsider was passed and the governor 
was allowed to address the meeting.

The business of the meeting
At Town Meeting, voters hear and approve 

reports from town officers, elect new officials, 
and review and approve a budget for the town.

Voters also decide whether to raise money from 
taxes to give to groups that serve the town, like a 
youth center, a homeless shelter, or a transporta-
tion program for the elderly.

Some communities also vote on the school 
budget at a School District Meeting warned for 
the same day as Town Meeting.

Most items on the warning for Town Meeting 
are required by Vermont law, but some articles 
are added by the Selectboard so that the board 
can get feedback or approval from the citizens.

Other articles can be added by local officials 
or by citizens who bring in a petition signed by 5 
percent of  the town’s registered voters.

Some towns discuss social issues facing the 
region, the state, or the country even if  the de-
cision has no legal standing (nonbinding vote). 
Past examples include whether to ban genetically 
engineered seeds, whether the Vermont Yankee 
nuclear power plant should close, or whether the 
country should to go to war.

Such articles are usually added to the Town 
Meeting warning by voters who bring a petition 
to the Selectboard, but occasionally a Selectboard 
will agree to put the articles on the warning with-
out a petition.

Not every petitioned article must be included 
in the warning. The topic for discussion must be 
an issue that the voters have the power to decide.

One Selectboard asked its town voters to decide 
where the new Town Hall should be built. This 
was an issue the board could have decided on its 
own, but this board preferred to let its towns-
people help make such an important decision.

The budget is the amount of  money the town 
plans to spend to support the town government. 
It pays for town buildings, roads, town employ-
ees, the town library, and other expenses. The 
budget is paid for by taxing the property owned 
by individuals and businesses in the town.

Elections of local officials
Vermont law requires voters to elect a variety 

of  officials at Town Meeting. Some are elected 
to serve for one year. Others are elected to serve 
for as long as a three-year term.

Vermont law requires local officials to be 
elected by paper ballot on the Town Meeting 
floor, unless they are elected by Australian ballot.

Towns that elect officers at a floor meeting 
nominate candidates, who can then accept or 
decline to run. Once nominations are closed, 
paper is passed out, and voters write out their 
preference.

If  no candidate receives a majority vote, the 
moderator will ask voters to vote again. If  no can-
didate receives a majority of  the votes by the third 
ballot, the moderator eliminates the candidate 
with the least votes and repeats the procedure 
until someone receives a majority of  the votes.

If  only one person is nominated for a posi-
tion, a voter can move to direct the clerk to cast 
a single ballot in favor of  the person nominated. 
This saves time and paper!

In towns that vote by Australian ballot, the 
candidate who receives the most votes wins. 
Towns that elect officers by Australian ballot re-
quire candidates to submit a nominating petition 
signed by 30 voters or 1 percent of  the voter base, 
whichever is less. The petition must clearly in-
dicate the office and term length on the petition 
prior to circulating it for signatures.

The nominating petition must be filed with 
the municipal clerk no later than 5 p.m. on the 
sixth Monday preceding the day of  the election.

In many towns, it is difficult to find people 
willing to run for every town office. If  no one 
is elected at Town Meeting, the office is vacant. 
The Selectboard must appoint someone to fill 
the vacancy.

Examples of  local officials who are elected at 
Town Meeting:

• Moderator — Runs the Annual Town 
Meeting and any Special Town Meetings dur-
ing the year.

• Selectboard — A board of  three to five peo-
ple who run the town. They implement decisions 
made at town meeting. (In cities, voters elect a 
city council and mayor instead.)

• Town Clerk — Runs elections and keeps re-
cords (land records, and records of  marriages, 
births, and deaths).

• Treasurer — Oversees the town’s finances, 
pays bills, and balances the accounts.

• Listers — Decide the value of  land and build-
ings in the town. (Properties that have a higher 
value pay a larger tax.)

• Auditor — Reports on whether the town is 
handling and spending its money correctly. The 
auditor’s report is discussed at Town Meeting.

This piece is adapted from information 
on the website of Vermont Secretary of State 
Sarah Copeland Hanzas. For more informa-
tion and state government resources, visit sos.
vermont.gov/elections/election-info-resources/
town-meeting-local-elections.

School District budget on the Australian ballot on Tuesday, April 2.
On Tuesday, March 5, voters will consider the proposed $3.28 mil-

lion proposed River Valley Technical Center School District budget and 
the proposed $7.94 million Bellows Falls Union High School budget.

• More information: rockinghamvt.org.

Stratton

• Annual Town Meeting on Tuesday, March 5, will begin at 10 a.m. 
at the Town Hall (9 West Jamaica Rd.). Voters will consider the school 
budget at 11 a.m.

• Election: Polls will be open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. at Town Hall.
• Financial: Voters will decide whether to raise and appropriate $1.122 

million for the general fund and $1.52 million to the highway fund. They 
will also consider appropriating $90,292 for fire department operations.

• Humanitarian spending: Voters will consider allocating $48,608 
to support 28 local and regional organizations.

• School budget: Voters will consider a $925,565 Stratton School 
District budget proposal, which represents a 51.7% decrease to this year 
in per-pupil spending.

• More information: townofstrattonvt.com.

Townshend

• Annual Town Meeting will be held Tuesday, March 5, at 9 a.m. 
at Leland & Gray Union Middle School and High School’s Dutton 
Gymnasium (2030 VT Route 30, next to Town Hall).

• Election: One three-year term and two one-year terms are open 
on the Selectboard. All nominations are from the floor the day of  Town 
Meeting, and so it is as yet unknown how many will vie for those seats.

• Financial: Voters will be asked to consider spending $441,565 for 
general expenditures and liabilities and $921,552 for town roads.

In addition, they will consider spending $63,473 for town library oper-
ating expenses and $13,000 to increase the librarian’s hours by eight per 
week, spend $50,000 to make Town Hall compliant with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, and authorize $50,000 for future Back Windham 
Road stone arch bridge restoration.

• Other: Under consideration is an article for voters to decide what 
future Town Meeting format will look like.

Voters will also decide whether to change to quarterly tax billing.
• Humanitarian spending: Voters will decide whether to spend 

$21,243 for social services.
• More information: unofficialtownshendvt.net.

Vernon

• Annual Town Meeting will be held Monday, March 4, at 6:30 
p.m. in the Vernon Elementary School gymnasium. Free child care will 
be available.

• Election: Polls will be open on Tuesday, March 5, downstairs at the 
Town Office from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to vote by Australian ballot for town 
officials, school board directors, and the proposed $7.7 million town 
school budget.

There are no contests and several open seats.
• Financial: Town Meeting voters will consider a proposed $2.29 

million general fund budget. They will also be asked to appropriate 
$529,685 for items in the capital plan and $15,099 for the solid waste 
district assessment to the town.

• Other: Voters will take up whether to continue curbside recycling 
and municipal building refuse collection.

A “no” vote will require a vote about dissolving the pay-as-you-throw 
fund and building a $50,000 transfer station, with an additional $60,000 
appropriation for three part-time operators.

• More information: vernonvt.org.

Wardsboro

• Annual Town Meeting will take place Tuesday, March 5, at 9 a..m., 
in Town Hall (71 Main St.).

• Election: Polls will be open at Town Hall to elect town officials and 
for the presidential primary from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 5.

• Financial: Voters are being asked to appropriate $455,826 to the 
general fund and $1.02 million to the highway fund.

The Wardsboro Public Library is asking for $64,579 in support, and 

voters will also consider supporting the fire department, the Windham 
County Historical Society, and six health care and social service organi-
zations with a total of  $93,726.

• More information: wardsborovt.gov.

Westminster

• Annual Town Meeting will be held Saturday, March 2, at 10 a.m., 
at Bellows Falls Union High School (406 High School Rd.).

• Election: Polls will be open at the Westminster Fire Station (103 
Grout Ave.) Tuesday, March 5 from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. for the election of  
town and school officers.

John Kmetz Jr. and Jason Perry are vying for a three-year Selectboard 
term.

• Financial: Voters will consider a $1.28 million appropriation to the 
general fund and a highway fund operating expense of  $1.58 million.

The $5.37 million Westminster Town School District budget will be 
considered March 2.

Also requested is spending $8,000 to defray costs of  printing and dis-
tributing the Westminster Gazette.

An anti-discrimination resolution, “Declaration of  Inclusion,” is also 
on the warning, calling for the town to welcome all and to commit to 
“being a place where individuals may live freely and express their opin-
ions without fear, where kindness and respect are valued, and where all 
persons feel safe and welcome.”

• More information: westminstervt.org.

Whitingham

• Annual Town Meeting will be held Tuesday, March 5, at 10 a.m. in 
the Twin Valley Middle/High School gymnasium (4299 Vt. Route 100).

• Election: Polls will be open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. at Twin Valley 
Middle/High School to elect school and town officials.

• Financial: Voters will be asked to consider general fund operating 
expenses of  $3.11 million and $1.6 million for town roads.

They will also take up spending $193,425 for fire department opera-
tions, $60,000 for fire department equipment, and $94,180 to operate the 
library. They will consider appropriating $50,000 to the highway garage 
renovation/replacement fund.

• More information: whitinghamvt.org.

Wilmington

• Annual Town Meeting will take place Tuesday, March 5, at the 
Old School Community Center (OSCC, 1 School St.)

• Election: Polls will be open at OSCC from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. 
Thomas Fitzgerald and Ralph Staib are vying for a two-year term on 
the school board, and Sarah Fisher and John Lebron are in a contest for 
a three-year seat on the Selectboard.

Voters will also consider the proposed $10.85 million Twin Valley 
Unified Union School District budget on the ballot.

• Financial: Voters will decide whether to approve a general fund of  
$3.11 million and $1.63 million for the road budget.

• Other: Whether to obtain an up-to-$3.1 million loan to extend water 
and sewer infrastructure along Route 9 East is slated to be considered, as 
will be an annual, two-installment property tax payment.

Voters will consider spending about $40,000 to pay for social service 
and health care services, including Beaver Brook Children’s School, Grace 
Cottage Hospital, and Senior Solutions.

• More information: wilmingtonvermont.us.

Windham

• Annual Town Meeting will be held Saturday, March 9, at 10 a.m., 
at the Windham Meeting House (26 Harrington Rd.).

• Financial: Voters will consider approving a general fund of  $339,107 
and a road budget of  $536,287.

• Humanitarian expenditures: Voters will also decide whether 
to spend $8,535 to support 19 nonprofit organizations, as recommended 
by Windham Social Services.

New proposed agencies include Brattleboro Development Credit Corp., 
Neighborhood Connections (transportation program), Senior Solutions 
(for Meals on Wheels), Townshend Community Food Shelf, Valley Cares 
Assisted Living, Vermont Fire Protection, and the Vermont Foodbank.

• Other: Voters will consider prohibiting the constable from exer-
cising any law enforcement authority and changing that position from 
elected to appointed.

They will also decide whether to adopt Australian balloting to elect 
town officers and for special elections, except in cases where a floor vote 
is mandated by state statute.

• More information: townofwindhamvt.com.

Your guide to Annual Town Meeting in Vermont
(except if you live in Brattleboro) 

RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/COMMONS FILE PHOTO

Voters, and elected officials, listen to a speaker at last year’s Putney Town Meeting.
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly.
There is a positive solution for every behavioral problem.
Aggression,
Resource Guarding, 
Reactivity, 
Separation anxiety .......and more!

CPDT-KA,   KPA-CTP,   IAABC- CDBC,   Fear Free certiied.

www.noelhoffmann.com   802 375-5560  noelh@noelhoffmann.com
Westminster, Vermont - Five minutes from Exit 5, I-91.

Noel Hoffmann Dog Training 
& Behavior Consulting

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly.
There is a positive solution for every behavioral 
problem: Aggression, Resource Guarding, 
Reactivity, Separation Anxiety...and more!

Private training in a quiet and safe environment, 
so that you can learn. Fully certified to work 
behavioral cases.

Westminster, Vermont - 5 minutes from Exit 5, I-91.
www.noelhoffmann.com • 802-375-5560
noelh@noelhoffmann.com

CPDT-KA, 
KPA-CTP, 

IAABC-CDBC
Fear Free 
Certified

916 West River Rd, 
Brattleboro, VT
802-254-2232

wchs4pets.org

Hi there, I’m Domino! I am a sweet energetic 
boy, who needs an active home. A home 
without small kids would be best. Cats 
would be too much for me. I’m house 
broke, and have basic training, and will 
do anything for a treat. I seem to get along 
good with other dogs, but a meet and greet 
here at the shelter would be required.

WILL YOU ADOPT ME?

A recording oasis in the foothills of Southern Vermont

www.guilfordsound.com       802-254-4511       info@guilfordsound.com

Ad graciously sponsored by: 

GUILFORD SOUND
guilfordsound.com

802-254-4511
info@guilfordsound.com

Transcribing, Editing 
and Proofreading 
Services
Accurate, Confidential, 
Fast Turn-Around, Fair Pricing

Elizabeth:  
elizabethjulia88@aol.com; 

802-257-7475

Temporary home to the 
area’s best USED books.

25,000 USED BOOKS

Since 1988

36 Elliot St, Brattleboro
brattbooks@gmail.com

OPEN THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

11AM - 5PM
SUNDAY 11AM - 4PM

Buying books by appt.
802-257-7777

BUYING
SELLING

COINS/PAPER $
VINTAGE SPORTS
POKEMON CARDS

COMIC BOOKS

SAT, MARCH 2
CHARLESTOWN NH 

SENIOR CENTER
SAT, MARCH 9

HOLIDAY INN
BRATTLEBORO 

9AM-3PM
802-379-2353 

TABLES AVAILABLE
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M I L E S T O N E S
Births, deaths, and news of  people  from Windham County

  College news 
•  The following local students 

were named to the Dean’s List 
for the fall 2023 semester at Clark 
University in Worcester, Massa-
chusetts:  Freddie G. Learey  of  
Brattleboro received � rst honors 
and  Lydia Hazzard-Leal  and 
Lucy M. Szpila , both of  Brat-
tleboro, received second honors.

• Eva Ramey  of  Jamaica, 
Jordan Roach  of  Brattleboro, 
Alex Shriver  of  Brattleboro, 
Will Taggard  of  Brattleboro, 
and  Broden Walsh  of  Marl-
boro were all named to the Dean’s 
List for the fall 2023 semester 
at Tufts University in Medford, 
Massachusetts.

• Travis Meggiolaro  of  
Dummerston, who is in the civil 
engineering technology program, 
and  Niko Huber  of  South Lon-
donderry, who is in the new media 
interactive development program, 
were named to the Dean’s List for 
the fall 2023 semester at Roches-
ter (N.Y.) Institute of  Technology.

• Elijah Cooper  of  Brattle-
boro and  Meagan Kelly  of  
Westminster were named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall 2023 se-
mester at Bryant University in 
Smith� eld, Rhode Island.

• Jasmine Denny , a human 
services major from Whiting-
ham, was recently inducted into 
the Elmira (N.Y.) College chapter 
of  Iota Iota Iota (or Triota), the 
National Women’s Honor Soci-
ety. Triota strives to maintain the 
feminist values central to women’s 
studies: egalitarianism, inclusive-
ness, and a celebration of  the di-
versity of  women’s experiences.

 Obituaries 
•  Christina Marie Allcock, 

54,  of  Putney. Died at her home 
on Jan. 29, 2024. Christina was 
born on Jan. 15, 1970, in Pekin, 
Illinois, to Cecille (Bodine) and 
the late Earl E. Allcock. She grew 
up in Illinois before moving to 
Westminster in 1980. She attended 
school at Bellows Falls Union High 
School and later would study busi-
ness at Laconia (N.H.) Technical 
College. Over the years, Christina 
worked at Dunkin’ Donuts in Bel-
lows Falls. She also held employ-
ment at Taco Bell and Subway. She 
had a strong a� ection for helping 
others and volunteered for a num-
ber of  groups to continue in their 
aid. Christina loved her family and 
friends tremendously and will be 
remembered for her loving and 
caring ways. She had a passion for 
taking pictures and enjoyed doing 
photography at events. She was 
also fond of  shopping and play-
ing card games. She is survived 
by her mother, of  Westminster; 
her daughter, Breeona Allcock 
and her boyfriend, Cody, of  Bel-
lows Falls; sons Lucas Allcock and 
his wife, Lacie of  Mount Holly, 
Ryan Allcock of  Westminster, and 
Nathan Allcock of  Bellows Falls; 
grandchildren Gri�  n, Maddox, 
and Clover; her brother, Michael 

Allcock and his girlfriend, Becca, 
of  Claremont, New Hampshire, 
and her partner in life, Brandon 
Hutton of  Putney.  MEMORIAL IN-
FORMATION:  A celebration of  her 
life is being planned for a later 
date. Donations to the American 
Heart Association.

•  James M. 
“Jim” Deyo, 
72,  of  Roches-
ter, New Hamp-
shire, formerly 
of  Brattleboro. 
Died peacefully 
at home on Feb. 

17, 2024. He was Born Dec. 1, 
1951, in Brattleboro to Harold 
and Vera (Maynard) Deyo. Jim 
had lived in Rochester for the 
past three years after moving to be 
closer to his children and grand-
children. In Vermont, he spent his 
career working at lumber yards, 
being promoted from an entry-
level role to the general manager 
over several store locations. From 
there, he settled back into a sales 
role at the lumber yard to allow 
more time for his family and the 
many hobbies he enjoyed. He got 
married to Susan in 1976 and en-
joyed 47 years of  marriage. He 
was a member of  the Elks Lodge 
in Brattleboro, where he served 
as Head of  House Committee. 
Jim served his church for many 
years while the children were 
young and eventually took on the 
task of  being a trustee at the First 
Baptist Church in Brattleboro. 
Jim was an honest, hard-working 
man who never took the easy way 
out and always did the right thing 
for everyone around him. All will 
remember him chuckling at his 
own jokes with a bright smile on 
his face and a twinkle in his eyes. 
He enjoyed hunting, � shing, golf, 
playing cards and sitting by a � re 
at “Camp.” Surviving members 
of  his family include his wife of  
47 years, Susan (Andersen) Deyo 
of  Rochester; his son, Matt Deyo, 
of  Dover, New Hampshire, his 
daughters Pam and Kim Deyo, 
both of  Portsmouth, his grand-
children Nathan James Deyo 
and Kenedy Pamela Deyo, many 
nieces and nephews,; his brother 
David Deyo and wife Sherri Miner 
of  Guilford; a sister-in-law, Jackie 
Deyo; and his sister, Jeanne Deyo 
of  Brattleboro.  MEMORIAL INFOR-
MATION:  A celebration of  Jim’s life 
was held on Feb. 26 at First Bap-
tist Church in Brattleboro.

•  Lenore Harty  of  Bellows 
Falls died on Feb. 15, 2024, in 
North Walpole, New Hamp-
shire. Lenore was predeceased 
by her husband, Edward, and her 
brother, Eli Rush.  MEMORIAL IN-
FORMATION:  Lenore wanted to be 
remembered fondly by her fam-
ily and friends. There will be no 
calling hours or services. Dona-
tions can be made to local animal 
shelters.

•  Matthew Seth Johnson, 
42,  died on Feb. 15, 2024, sur-
rounded by family and friends, 
at Elliot Hospital in Manchester, 
New Hampshire. Born on Jan. 
28, 1982, Matt was an avid music 
lover, especially rap and hip-hop. 

From the time 
he could walk, 
one pastime he 
truly enjoyed was 
fishing with his 
dad. They would 
spend hours on 
the water talking 

about anything and everything. 
He is survived by his grandpar-
ents, David & Carol Johnson; 
his father, Dennis Johnson; his 
mother Patricia Levasseur; his 
uncle Ed Johnson; siblings Krys-
tal Johnson, David Johnson, Ka-
leigh Garceau and Ed Johnson; his 
four nieces and nephews; and by 
his four children.  MEMORIAL IN-
FORMATION:  There will be a cel-
ebration of  life on March 9, from 
noon to 4 p.m., at the Elks Lodge 
in Brattleboro. Donations to the 
39 Beech Street Shelter and En-
gagement Center, 39 Beech St., 
Manchester, NH 03103.

•  Ruth Mar-
garet Lapan,
92, of  Brattle-
boro. Died on 
Feb. 16, 2024, 
19 years and 1 
day after her 
husband Rich-

ard’s passing. She had lived in 
Brattleboro since 1956. Born June 
1, 1931, to Raymond and Cath-
erine (McGarr) Noonan, Ruth 
grew up on the Bostwick Farm 
on Lake Champlain. A self-iden-
ti� ed “tomboy,” she played bas-
ketball and softball while taking an 
interest in the farming operation 
her father oversaw. She gradu-
ated from Shelburne High School 
in 1949 as valedictorian and class 
president, with a scholarship to 
UVM and a DAR Good Citizen-
ship Medal. After three years at 
UVM, where she was on both the 
basketball and debate teams, she 
brie� y joined a convent in Ireland 
to explore a larger commitment to 
her Catholic faith. When re� ecting 
on this experience, Ruth acknowl-
edged heartbreak upon being dis-
missed by the Mother Superior 
and, also certainly, that the woman 
had ultimately been correct about 
a different life being meant for 
her. After returning from Ire-
land, Ruth graduated from Trin-
ity College with a B.S. in Science 
before enrolling in medical school 
at UVM. During this time she was 
introduced to, in her words, “a 
nice young man from Brattleboro” 
by her sister Rae Catherine and 
Rae’s co-conspirator (and even-
tual husband), Leo Stack. Whilst 
in medical school, she became 
engaged to Richard E. Lapan af-
ter he walked across several � elds 
to � nd her � xing a tractor in the 
pouring rain. Ruth appreciated 
his lack of  surprise or complaint 
when she promptly went back 
under the machine as a reflec-
tion of  their quiet understanding 
of  one other. They were married 
at St. Catherine’s in Shelburne 
on Oct. 8, 1955, before making 
their marital home in Brattleboro. 
Their quiet understanding forti-
fied 49 years of  marriage until 
his death on Feb. 15, 2005. Ruth 
went on to earn her M.Ed. from 
Keene State College in 1977 and 
an M.S. in physical science from 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 
1982. Her fascination with math 
and science and voracious ap-
petite for learning were lifelong, 
hallmark traits. She spent most of  
her career as an educator, teaching 
at Chester High School, Southern 
Vermont College, Rivier College, 
Hinsdale High School, and Whit-
ingham School. Brilliant at di� er-
entiating instruction, she tutored 
many nursing students at her din-
ing room table on Grove Street. 
Her e� orts were memorable and 
deeply appreciated by these nurses 
as essential to their careers. Ad-
ditionally, Ruth assisted her hus-
band with the daily operation of  
Lapan’s Cash Market on Main 
Street in Brattleboro. A loving 
wife, mother, grandmother, sister, 
and aunt, Ruth’s family was very 
important to her. She also served 

folks in need, donating consider-
able time to a crisis hotline. She 
was quietly invested in the com-
munities in which she dwelled 
and the people she loved. She was 
masterful at comfortable silence 
as well as an excellent storyteller. 
Ruth was a lifelong devout Cath-
olic and longtime communicant 
of  St. Michael’s Roman Catholic 
Church. She was also an ardent 
Red Sox fan. Survivors include 
her children, Patrick Lapan (Ro-
ben) of  Brattleboro, Richard La-
pan (Dru) of  South Barre, James 
Lapan (Alyson) of  Burien, Wash-
ington, Mary Worsman (Ken) of  
West Brattleboro, and Bridget 
Devlin (Dylan) of  Putney; a 
brother, John Noonan (Brenda) of  
Shelburne; sisters Sheila Fanelli of  
Madison, Connecticut, and Sharon 
(George) Sinnott of  Lake Orion, 
Michigan. She also leaves grand-
children Grace Freeman (Gavin), 
Maggie Fleming (Dan), Harri-
son Lapan, Addison Worsman, 
Richard Worsman (Eliza), Devon 
Lapan, Kaitlyn Odell (Ross), Con-
nor Lapan, Martin Lapan, and 
Siobhan Devlin. Her legacy in-
cludes great-grandchildren Lu-
cia Freeman, William Odell, and 
Lillian Worsman. In addition to 
her beloved husband, Ruth was 
predeceased by a son, Raymond 
Lapan, and sisters Nancy Rice, 
Ellen Young, and Rae Cathe-
rine Stack.  MEMORIAL INFORMA-
TION:  A funeral Mass was held 
Feb. 23 at St. Michael’s Catholic 
Church, followed by committal 
rites and burial in St. Michael’s 
Parish Cemetery. Donations to St. 
Brigid’s Kitchen, 38 Walnut St., 
Brattleboro, VT 05301. To send 
condolences, visit  atamaniuk.com .

•  J e a n 
(Choiniere) 
McAuliffe, 77,
of  Brattleboro. 
Died on Janu-
ary 3, 2024, at 
T h o m p s o n 
House in Brat-

tleboro, after a long illness,. Jean 
was a long-time resident of  Brat-
tleboro and is dearly missed by 
her family and friends. She was 
born in Barton on Sept. 7, 1946, 
daughter of  Germain A. Choiniere 
and Ruby (Racine) Choiniere. Jean 
attended three years at Orleans 
High School, and participated 
in Girls Chorus and the North-
eastern Music Festival. She was 
also a majorette. A 1964 gradu-
ate of  Sacred Heart High School 
in Newport, she graduated from 
Houle’s Beauty Academy in Man-
chester, New Hampshire in 1965 
and worked several years with her 
mother as beautician in her hair 
salon located in the family home. 
In August 1966, Jean married 
Joseph S. von Dembowski, who 
predeceased her. They resided 
in Orleans for many years. Jean 
learned her cooking skills from 
her father-in-law, “Sid,” who 
was a chef. Jean married Paul M. 
McAuli� e in 1996, they had two 
children: Jacquelyn B. McAu-
liffe and Jonathan P. McAuliffe 
of  Brattleboro. Jean was an em-
ployee of  New Chapter for many 
years and especially enjoyed her 
trip to Costa Rica, and was truly 
impressed by its natural beauty. 
She was the happiest when en-
tertaining and cooking for her 
family members and friends. She 
also loved to sing and dance, play 
scratch tickets, garden, and cook. 
Jean loved her family, all of  whom 
were especially important to her. 
She is survived by: her daughter, 
Jacquelyn B. McAuliffe (John 
King), and her grandson, Keegan 
J. McAuli� e, as well as her son, 
Jonathan P. McAuli� e (Autumn). 
Her siblings include Jim Choiniere 
(Fran), John Choiniere (Diane), 
Jacalyn Slaiby (William L. Slaiby-
deceased), and Janet Goodine 
(Frank). Her stepchildren include 
Paul McAuli� e (Melissa), William 
McAuli� e (Chrissie), and Jamie 
McAuliffe. She is also survived 
by several great-grandchildren, 
aunts and uncles, and nieces and 
nephews. She was also prede-
ceased by her husband, Paul C. 
McAuli� e, and her parents.  ME-
MORIAL INFORMATION:  Graveside 
services will take place on May 18, 
at noon, at St. Michael’s Cemetery 
in Brattleboro, followed by a cel-
ebration of  her life at American 
Legion Post 5. Donations to the 
American Legion, Brattleboro 

Post 5, 32 Linden St., Brattleboro, 
VT 05301. To send condolences, 
visit  phaneuf.net .

•  Mildred 
M a y  M o -
maney, 94,
of  Brattleboro. 
Died unexpect-
ed ly  on  Feb. 
20, 2024 in the 
emergency de-

partment at Brattleboro Memo-
rial Hospital. Mildred was born in 
Mooers Forks, New York on Oct. 
7, 1929, the daughter of  Henry 
and Emma (LaValley) Gero. She 
attended school in Mooers Forks, 
Chesterfield, New Hampshire, 
and Brattleboro. She had been 
employed through the years at 
several Brattleboro area businesses 
that included the former Berk-
shire Fine Spinning Associates 
and Arnoldware, both on Cotton 
Mill Hill, and American Optical 
Company. She had also worked 
as an apple sorter for Francis 
Miller Orchards in Brattleboro. 
A devout Catholic, Mildred was a 
longtime communicant at St. Mi-
chael’s Roman Catholic Church in 
Brattleboro. Of  her leisure time 
activities, she enjoyed Bingo, play-
ing cards, fishing, and cooking, 
especially putting on big meals 
for her family. On Sept. 3, 1951, 
at St. Michael’s Church, she mar-
ried Richard D. Momaney, who 
predeceased her on February 21, 
2016. Survivors include one son, 
Michael Momaney, of  Brattle-
boro; a sister, Lillian Record, of  
Brattleboro; three grandchildren, 
Sheldon Momaney, Duncan Mo-
maney and Nichole Jurnudd; � ve 
great-grandchildren, Mariam, 
Chloe, Damien, Theodore and 
Freya; two special daughters-in-
law, Kathy Momaney of  Califor-
nia and Judith Palmeri of  Hawaii; 
and many nieces, nephews, great-
nieces, and great-nephews. Mil-
dred was predeceased by a son, 
Mark Momaney, and 13 siblings. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION:  A fu-
neral Mass will be celebrated on 
Monday, March 4, at 11 a.m., at 
St. Michael’s Catholic Church. 
Committal Rites and burial will 
follow in St. Michael’s Parish 
Cemetery. Donations to St. Mi-
chael’s School, 47 Walnut St., 
Brattleboro, VT 05301. To o� er 
condolences, visit  atamaniuk.com .

• Raymond 
P. Perra, 90,
of  Brattleboro. 
Died on Jan. 3, 
2024 at Albany 
(N.Y.) Medi-
cal Center, sur-
rounded by his 

six children and one of  his 17 
grandchildren. Raymond — 
fondly known as Ray, Dad, and 
Grandpere — was born to Henry 
and Cecile Perra July 31, 1933, 
in Taunton, Massachusetts. He 
attended St. Jacques Parochial 
School and Coyle & Cassidy High 
School in Taunton, followed by 
Stonehill College in North Easton, 
Massachusetts, where he gradu-
ated valedictorian of  his class in 
1955. After graduation he at-
tended Harvard Law School from 
1955-1957, when he enlisted in 
the Army. After completing basic 
training, he was assigned to Army 
Intelligence for surveillance duties 
and remained stateside in this role 
for the duration of  his three years 
of  service. While in the army, he 
collected some lifelong friends 
and many funny stories of  Army 
life. On Aug. 6, 1960, Ray mar-
ried the love of  his life, Ann Ma-
rie O’Connell, in North Dighton, 
Massachusetts. He returned to 
Harvard and completed his � nal 
year of  law school, graduating in 
1961. Shortly thereafter, Ray and 
Ann moved to Brattleboro, where 
Ray joined the Fitts & Olson law 
firm. In 1978, Ray left Fitts & 
Olson and formed a partnership 
with David Gibson, Bruce We-
ber, and Ken Fisher. Ray contin-
ued to practice law in Brattleboro, 
partnering with several other law-
yers more than 40 years, includ-
ing Doug Wilson, Lucy Weber 
McVitty, Richard Munzing, and 
Jane Krochmalny, and also his 
son Richard. Ray retired from his 
long and successful law practice in 
2002. He was a consummate stu-
dent, earning a Master of  Law 
in Taxation degree from Boston 
University in 1971 and learning 
Spanish in his seventies. Through-
out his life, Ray was a devout Ro-
man Catholic. He and Ann were 
actively involved communicants 
at St. Michael’s Catholic Church, 
leading Marriage Encounter 

retreats, lectoring masses, teaching 
catechism classes, serving as Eu-
charistic Ministers and volunteer-
ing at Brigid’s Kitchen and Pantry 
for many years. In addition to the 
church, Ray served as a member 
of  the Brattleboro Museum & Art 
Center on the Board of  Trustees 
from 1989 to 1992. Family was 
� rst and foremost to Ray. It was as 
husband, father, grandfather, un-
cle, and great-grandfather that he 
was at the top of  the class. From 
summer vacations to Cape Cod 
and Maine to trips to Washington 
D.C. one-on-one with each child, 
games invented, and books read 
aloud, he made the family home 
the warmest, safest, most wel-
coming place, � lled with love and 
acceptance. Family dinner was al-
ways at 6 p.m., and “Around the 
Table,” a Ray version of  Jeopardy, 
was a nightly request made by his 
children. The door to the house 
on Oak Street was always open 
(and usually unlocked) to guests, 
prodigal children, exchange stu-
dents, and refugees. He was a fa-
ther � gure to those who were not 
his own children. He was a true 
gentleman; a connoisseur of  the 
� ner things in life, most notably 
oysters and martinis and he was 
a regular at Peter Havens to savor 
both. Ray was an avid reader, gar-
dener, lover of  history and a col-
lector and a� cionado of  Jazz. He 
and Ann enjoyed traveling with 
friends or family including sail-
ing in the Virgin Islands, trips to 
Ireland, England, Spain, Portugal, 
Morocco, and the Southwest with 
dearest friends George and Judy 
Taylor. Ray was predeceased by 
his wife, Ann Perra. Ray is sur-
vived by his six children, Elizabeth 
Chevalier (Michael) of  Brattle-
boro, Catherine Dwyer (Duane) 
of  Pasadena, Maryland, Mary 
Dix (Tom) of  Jericho, Richard 
Perra (Jeanette) of  Brattleboro, 
Anthony Perra of  Dover, New 
Hampshire, and Meghan Brown 
(Chris) of  Denver, Colorado; 
grandchildren Alexander, Joseph, 
Gillian, Jonathan, Amelia, and 
Finn Dwyer; Jack, William, and 
Michael Dix; Zoe, Liam, Aidan, 
Cole, and Owen Perra; and Ad-
elaide, Georgiana, and Emerson 
Brown; and great-grandchildren 
Peter, Anneliese, Esther, and Re-
bekah Dwyer.  MEMORIAL INFOR-
MATION:  A funeral Mass at St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church will 
be conducted at a later date to be 
announced. To o� er condolences, 
visit  atamaniuk.com .

• Frances J. (Bobrowski) 
Vaine, 86,  of  Bellows Falls. Died 
peacefully at her home on Feb. 10, 
2024. Frances was born on Febru-
ary 28, 1937, to Joseph and Julia 
(Shelc) Bobrowski. She graduated 
from Bellows Falls High School in 
1955 and from Elliott Community 
School of  Nursing in Keene, New 
Hampshire, in 1958. On June 11, 
1960, at Sacred Heart Church, 
Frances married her husband, 
Louis Vaine. Together they cel-
ebrated 52 years of  marriage be-
fore his death in 2012. Frances 
worked at Rockingham Memorial 
Hospital in Bellows Falls. She was 
then an industrial nurse at Bryant 
Grinder and Fellows Gear Shaper, 
the two main machine shops in 
Spring� eld, Vermont, until her 
retirement. Frances was a devout 
Catholic. She embraced her faith, 
which gave her amazing strength. 
She especially loved her family and 
the many dear friends along the 
way. She was one of  a kind and 
will forever be remembered for 
her beautiful and generous heart. 
Frances was predeceased by her 
husband. Surviving are her chil-
dren, Ronald Vaine of  Bellows 
Falls, and Diana Poitras and her 
husband, Ethan of  Ashland, New 
Hampshire; grandchildren Jacob 
and Alycia Poitras; nieces and 
nephews Denise Smith, Brenda 
Forrest, and Peter and Timothy 
Bushway, and several cousins. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION:  A fu-
neral Mass was held Feb. 24 at St. 
Peter’s Church in North Walpole, 
New Hampshire, at 11:30 a.m. 
Burial will follow in the Sacred 
Heart Cemetery in Westminster. 
Donations to the Bellows Falls Se-
nior Center, 18 Tuttle Street, Bel-
lows Falls, VT 05101. 

Milestones are published as community news at no cost to families, thanks 
to � nancial support of  our members and advertisers. Send them to news@
commonsnews.org.Though we ask that content for this column be sent by 
Friday at 5 p.m., we will do our best to include late obituaries. Please alert 
the newsroom at 802-246-6397 for post-deadline urgent submissions. We 
will always do our best to accommodate contributors in their time of  grief.

G ive sorrow 
words; the 

grief  that does 
not speak knits up 
the o-er wrought 
heart and bids it 
break.”

—WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE
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R emember, kids: 
Every t ime 

you see a new pick-
leball court open, 
an orthopedist gets 
a new boat.

—RICK REILLY, 
THE WASHINGTON 

POST

working on questions around 
panhandling and drugs in 
town, which he believes is “a 
Selectboard responsibility” to 
help resolve, as well as tangential 
issues regarding housing and pub-
lic safety. He’s also interested in 
helping with plans for a new com-
munity swimming pool.

The incumbent said his focus is 
on how the town “has poor nar-
rative hung on it.”

As a business owner — Case 
recently acquired Burrows 
Specialized Sports on Main Street 
— he said he walked the town in 
summer, listened to other busi-
ness owners, and “see[s] the is-
sues, and some of  them are easy 
to � x.”

Case said many business folks 
in town want others to know “it’s 
not as bad as people say it is.”

“We can make this town a re-
ally nice community again with a 
really nice, small, old-town feel,” 
he said.

Heller, also a business owner 
who builds websites and offers 
marketing services, summered 
here as a child and moved here in 
2014. He has served on the town 
Energy and Finance committees 
and also owns a property in town.

He said he’s not sure about the 
narrative around Brattleboro.

“In many ways, this is an in-
credibly desirable place to live,” 
Heller said, adding that hous-
ing is, to him, the “number one” 
problem to grapple with, “be-
cause of  the way it hooks into 
so many other issues, including 
homelessness.”

Reichsman said his “heartfelt 
issue” is providing better pub-
lic bathrooms for visitors and 
homeless people alike. He feels 
the town must make a needs as-
sessment, evaluate resources, and 
enter both public and private 
partnerships to address the issue.

Davis would look at a long-
term vision for the town and ways 
to market Brattleboro within that 
vision to take better advantage of  
the town’s proximity to the river 
as well and relatively easy access 
to larger towns and cities.

Reis agreed with Reichsman 
and Davis, saying that she would 
like to hear more ideas about how 
the downtown “could be more 
expressive” of  what people love 
about it.

 Housing and 
homelessness 

Asked what tools town gov-
ernment can deploy to help the 
housing crisis, Heller said that 
“some of  what we do is trying 
to be the squeakiest wheel as we 
go up the chain of  state and local 
government.”

Saying he’d like to be “particu-
larly active” in � nding solutions, 
Heller said town government 
does have “influence and au-
thority to start conversations and 
start things moving on a personal 
level.”

He added that he is “a little 
disappointed in what seems a 
reticence to take on the problems 
and thinking they are too big.”

“I think that is the wrong men-
tality, and I’d like us to be more 
aggressive on this,” Heller said.

“It’s a really big question and 
it has some far-reaching implica-
tions, as far as getting it done and 
in a timely manner,” Case said of  
the housing crisis.

He noted the current board 
has invited legislators to meet 
and that he has proposed helping 
people “get into homes possibly 
using the revolving loan fund for 
� rst and last months’ rent.”

Noting a 2021 study show-
ing there was a 500-unit housing 
de� cit in Brattleboro, Case said 
he doesn’t think that number 
has budged.

“This issue does the one thing I 
don’t like to do around it, and that 
is move slowly,” he said.

Asked what role, given a report 
stating that 90 school-aged chil-
dren here are reported as home-
less, that the town should play in 
� nding a solution, Case advocated 
working with agencies such as 
Groundworks Collaborative “and 
those on the front lines.”

“Drug addiction, poverty, 
are social tragedies happening 
everywhere — not just here — 
and nothing the board does will 
change their existence, but we 
have to keep exploring and re-
maining open to ideas,” Heller 
said, adding the importance of  
realizing that “the attitude that 
this is a separate class of  people” 
needs to change.

“In fact, it’s people that we 
know — family members and 
friends,” he said.

“We can’t minimize the prob-
lem and have to keep working to-
ward it,” Heller said, noting his 
pride in the “commitment by the 
town to fund human service agen-
cies to make these commitments 
at an institutional level.”

Reichsman, noting housing is 
“expensive and hard to come by,” 
added that many people don’t 
know what the town has already 
done to remedy the situation.

“We’re not going to build 
housing, we don’t have the � nan-
cial resources to do that,” he said, 
adding the town can, however, 
“make it easier for development 

to take place.”
Noting the town’s “awesome 

Planning Department,” the in-
cumbent said Brattleboro “leads 
the state in terms of  regulations 
and zoning.”

Reichsman said the homeless-
ness issue involves “several sub-
populations, some with resources 
and some without, some with so-
cial disabilities who need services 
attached to home situations, so 
we have to separate things out, 
depending on which population 
you’re dealing with, to craft a 
solution.”

Reichsman said some of  that 
help “probably has to come at the 
state [and] federal levels” and that 
locally, town leaders have to “be 
ready to go after those resources 
in a framework of  looking at the 
di� ering populations that need to 
be taken care of.”

Davis said he believes the 
Windham & Windsor Housing 
Trust to be a “great resource” 
and that town support for the 
activities of  it and similar orga-
nizations is “critical” in helping 
create new housing.

“Homelessness has been 
around for a long time, and we 
won’t tackle roots locally,” Davis 
said, because the “real reason is 
the gap between the haves and 
have-nots in the country, which 
feed all the issues that create 
homelessness.”

He believes Groundworks does 
a “tremendous job” and the town 
needs to “support the organiza-
tions that support the homeless.”

Reis, a residential house owner/
manager, said she also looks at the 
housing crisis from the “provid-
ers’ viewpoint” and would like to 
come up with “a better solution” 
to the problem.

“Without mom-and-pop pro-
viders, all the housing will go to 
large corporations,” she said, 
adding hers is “a viewpoint that’s 
not always appreciated and some-
times even looked down upon.”

She noted that tenant support 
and communication are key and 
that the “scope of  the problem 
is bigger than that we need more 
housing.” She said that income 
needs also to be addressed.

Reis believes that while the 
town has many programs in place 
to help, there’s room for more “by 
looking at the results of  e� orts 
[and] a little backward glancing” 
to help “create an atmosphere 
where people are more wiling to 
� nd solutions.”

 EMS decision 
The board’s decision to move 

to a town-run emergency service 
model through the � re depart-
ment and to leave Rescue Inc., 
which moderators noted was con-
troversial and one that “many felt 
went against public opinion,” was 
also addressed.

What would the candidates 
have done di� erently and what 
will they do if  elected?

Heller said he’s now “looking 
forward, not backward” about it. 
Lessons learned, he said, include 
“ways to be more transparent and 
engaged with the public” and 
� nding a better process.

Terming this the “largest addi-
tion to the town’s portfolio of  ser-
vices in a very long time,” Heller 
said, “We’re going to be very 
careful with it” and “commit-
ted to making it succeed. I think 
it has to succeed. We’ve invested 
too much time already.”

Within “a few years,” Heller 
said, the town should be able to 
“untangle EMS funding from the 
budget, although it’s now a sort 
of  clerical problem.”

Case noted the question dates 
back to the board before he sat 
on it but that by the time he and 
other members engaged in the 
determination process — which 
took up half  his term on the 
board — and took the � nal vote in 
2023, the Selectboard was “hon-
estly, over-the-top transparent.”

Noting it was a five-board-
member unanimous decision in 
the end, Case said already the 
expected 60% collection rate has 
been increased to 80%.

“It’s not personal, it’s busi-
ness,” Case said. “That Rescue 
would provide superior medical 
care capability was not part of  the 
decision. We were an open book 
this time around.”

When asked how the town 
will accurately assess the suc-
cess of  the new EMS program, 
Case noted new software and the 
town’s easier-to-navigate new 
website will allow leaders to see 
“exactly where we are” and “re-
port to everyone sitting in this 
room and out in the community.”

For Heller, public presenta-
tion is “mostly a technical issue to 
communicate e� ectively.”

Saying the software and web-
site are “good tools,” he said he’s 
concerned about how to look at 
and understand the � re depart-
ment budget and understand 
which costs are EMS-related and 
which are � re-related.

“We must be maintaining the 
data in such a way so as to look 
back over time and say, ‘Here’s 
what we said it would cost, and 
here’s what it did cost,” Heller 
said.

Reis admitted that while she 

saw “this was the issue that ev-
erybody had a strong opinion on,” 
she doesn’t know enough about it.

She said she thought the change 
seemed to have been thoroughly 
reviewed by the board, adding 
that she would “personally, rather 
give money to the town than an 
outside agency” and that she 
“does trust the Selectboard and 
Fire Department.”

Saying that he believes “sig-
ni� cant” problems between the 
town and Rescue go back farther 
than when former Town Manager 
Octavian “Yoshi” Manale stirred 
public controversy, Reichsman 
blamed the town for “60%” of  
the problem, but said both sides 
managed things “really bad.”

Initially entering his tenure 
with the Selectboard thinking 
the town should make amends 
with Rescue, Reichsman said he 
became convinced otherwise, 
coming to the opinion that a rap-
prochement would “not be the � -
nancially smart decision.”

“This was a business relation-
ship that has to be a very close, 
collegial, working relationship, 
and the willingness to make that 
happen simply was not there,” he 
said. “And we had a very good al-
ternative in our � re department.”

Davis said while he tried to 
follow the issue closely, he real-
ized, “I didn’t know what I didn’t 
know,” and he was frustrated.

“It’s a very personal issue for 
everybody, but […] at some point, 
you have to say, ‘Let’s move on, 
but not forget about what hap-
pened,’” he said.

All agreed it will be important 
to review income and expenses, 
and to get feedback to accurately 
assess current projections for the 
town model.

Reis said she thinks a compari-
son between the new model and 
the old will be di�  cult to make, 
“because it’s static, and this pro-
gram is moving forward.”

“I think it’s going to be totally 
scrutinized,” she said. “I don’t 
think anybody is willing to let 
this one go.”

 Climate change 
Candidates also discussed how 

to advocate for resiliency and plan 
for Brattleboro’s economic future 
in the face of  climate change.

Thinking “creatively and, 
possibly, painfully” about the 
future of  some of  the town’s 
important industries — such as 
tourism, maple production, and 
skiing — Heller said those aren’t 
“just economic; these are part of  
Vermont’s identity.” He advo-
cated for strengthening and diver-
sifying the business mix in town.

Heller also noted the cost of  
physical damage from envi-
ronmental events — some of  
which is being mitigated by � ood 
plains and stormwater gardens — 
and investing in more of  those 
measures.

Case said that taking a look at 
options such as bike path infra-
structure and more electric charg-
ing stations near highways could 
help. He noted the town has al-
ready removed and replaced freon 
compressors.

“All we can do is control our 
town, and I think we are doing 
and taking positive steps to do 
that,” he said.

 Property taxes 
Given that the proposed budget 

includes a 4.3% property tax in-
crease, candidates were asked how 
to balance the needs of  the town 
with taxpayers’ ability to pay — 
and whether they could say “no” 
to a project in the interest of  pre-
serving that delicate balance.

“Yes, we are perfectly capable 
of  saying ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to things, 
sure, when it makes sense,” Case 
said.

“It becomes a weighing game 
because sometimes it means elim-
inating services, such as town 
trash removal,” he added.

“These are all decisions made 
to help keep the tax base where it 
is,” Case said. “Infrastructure is 
what it is; we have to repair side-
walks and roads.”

Heller, too, said he’s willing to 
say “no.”

“Nothing we do as a town 
comes for free […] .and our tax 
rate is high,” he said, calling it a 
balancing act and saying board 
members have to listen to the 
constituency.

“You have to be practical and 
frugal,” Heller said.

He added there are “ways to be 
smarter, including putting money 
aside on a schedule for capital 
needs,” which he’d like to see 
expanded to other areas.

Davis said he takes it “per-
sonally” when the town spends 
money — “because it is.”

He wants leaders, when the 
town wants to make a signi� cant 
expenditure, to “find a way to 
o� set it,” and said that he fears 
Brattleboro will become like Cape 
Cod, “where those who work 
there can’t afford to live there 
anymore.”

 Safe injection sites 
The Vermont House recently 

passed a bill that could create safe 
injection sites for drug users. The 
bill is now being considered by 

the Senate.
Part of  the proposal includes 

giving cities and towns the right 
to prohibit such sites within their 
boundaries. Candidates were 
asked if  they would support a site 
in Brattleboro and why.

Case was clear that he is not 
in favor.

“Everybody has the right to get 
the help they need,” he said. “I 
want to help, but I don’t want to 
help them in this way.”

Heller is still “reading and re-
searching,” he said, and hasn’t yet 
made up his mind on the issue. 
He said his � rst reaction is “a lit-
tle bit of  discomfort […] but I’m 
unwilling to rule it out,” saying 
such a move would be “radical, 
but so is the crisis.”

“So many in the community 
are dying, and it might help,” he 
said. “I think it’s something we 
owe to the community to at least 
consider.”

 Public safety 
and crime 

The Community Safety Review 
Committee’s report, presented 
three years ago and still not acted 
upon, also emerged as a forum 
topic.

Heller said he believes a 
broader discussion and more 
community outreach are needed.

He called the report “impor-
tant” but not a “full account-
ing about what everyone in town 
thinks about community safety.” 
He added that the board needs 
to “stop kicking the can down 
the road.”

Case felt his board has tried 
“to advance the conversation a 
little bit,” adding there is “good, 
substantive stu�  in that report to 
do with de-escalation and people 
who are self-policing.”

He said the issue doesn’t 
“come to the agenda as much as 
it should” and that he is looking 
forward to advancing that agenda, 
“so we can get traction in the 
conversation.”

Reis said she doesn’t have 
enough information about the 
report but is “willing to learn.” 
Davis also said he’s not com-
pletely up to date on the issue but 
suggested that public safety also 
be looked at from the perspec-
tive “of  fear” — in that some are 
afraid to be downtown at night.

Reichsman, saying the safety 
report addressed only a subset of  
the population, said the issue will 
be “a big deal for the Selectboard 
starting very soon.”

He added that it would have 
come to the front burner sooner, 
but that the board learned of  a 
program that might also provide 
� nancial help and is investigat-
ing that.

 Pickleball 
On a somewhat lighter note, 

moderators asked about the ra-
tionale for spending $30,000 
in American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) money to study the fea-
sibility of  pickleball courts when 
the town has many other needs.

“I don’t see the justi� cation for 
spending ARPA funds on pickle-
ball,” Heller said. “I’m not sure 
there is one.”

Case agreed. “There is no jus-
ti� cation for it,” he said, adding 
no other sporting need or want 
came before the board.

“I didn’t understand it,” he 
said. “Nothing against pickle-
ballers; I love you all. But I think 
if  you want to play, you do the 
work and make a presentation to 
the Selectboard.”

“I don’t know enough about 
it,” said Reis, as far as nixing the 
project, but that “it’s an impor-
tant part of  being a governing 
body to make practical choices.”

Reichsman was adamant in his 
support of  the expenditure.

“Of  course we should,” he said 
animatedly. “We’re spending $4.1 
million on generational improve-
ments at Living Memorial Park. 
Pickleball’s an awesome sport, 
and we don’t have enough facili-
ties to meet demand.”

He added that the sport has 
been nationally drawing an older 
group to participate, which helps 
them get exercise and social-
ize, both important aspects for 
healthy life as we age. 
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Again noting the roles of  the 
school board and administration 
“are di� erent,” Young explained 
the District’s mandatory report-
ing of  any abuse is “clear.”

She  s a id  i t  f a l l s  t o  the 
Superintendent and administra-
tors “to take action, as they are 
doing” to ensure student safety.

Noting that the challengers 
don’t know all the board has 
already done in the area of  in-
creased safety and survivors, 
Remer also noted that he under-
stands there are “reasons” why 
the board has not and cannot dis-
close information regarding the 
investigation.

He said that when people live 
through “di�  cult or even a pos-
itive situation,” those expe-
riences “become part of  who 
they are” and they “build resil-
ience,” and he hopes that can, “at 
some point,” become the case for 
survivors.

Remer said he is glad that poli-
cies are in place and said that “to 
make them livable and doable, 
people need to think about how 
they apply to their speci� c situa-
tions.” He advocates “lots of  con-
versations” about policies.

 Information about 
abuse investigation 

Question 3:  Are you personally 
satis� ed with the complete blackout 
of  information as it pertains to the 
investigation as acurrentor would-be
representative of  your community? 

“Not completely comfort-
able” is how Remer phrased his 
response. “At the same time, the 
way the issue was � nalized and 
shared, I wish there had been 
more care taken in how that mes-
sage was conveyed.”

“At this point, I’m not sure 
what can be done,” he said, again 
noting that he is “sure there’s a 
reason” for how it was handled.

Calling it the “most difficult 
issue” for her in her six years on 
school boards, Young said “one 
of  the most di�  cult parts” is that 
she “feels empathy.”

She added she knows all board 
members have empathy “for any-
one who’s felt trauma.”

“We all want to be able to take 
away someone’s pain, as par-
ents, as community members,” 
she said.

“As board members, we are 
placed in a position where we have 
a lot of  obligations and sometimes 
they are difficult to express,” 
Young said. “I feel compassion for 
anyone who has su� ered but, as a 
board member, there is an expec-
tation we will be addressing the 
needs of  the entire district and, 
hopefully, people who feel they 
were harmed feel we are address-
ing their needs as well.”

Savage said she didn’t “feel 
qualified to have an opinion 
on the matter” as she was not 
present on the board during the 
investigation.

Saying it put a “tremendous 
strain” on each board member, 
Maciel said, “We are as transpar-
ent as we can possibly be.”

“If  there’s any doubt our 
hearts did not go out to victims 
of  sexual assault, you just don’t 
know the individuals on the 
board,” he said.

In his statement, Leavy said 
he, also, “can’t entirely speak” 
to the question as he wasn’t “in 
on executive session discussions 
with lawyers” and thus found it 
“impossible to say what should 
be disclosed to the public, but a 
zero tolerance policy should be 
implemented.”

“No, I’m not entirely happy 
with it,” Cutler said. “But I don’t 
mean that as an insult or for a lack 
of  understanding of  the situation 
the board is in. From a meta-
standpoint, there are more things 
to maybe protect or make sure 
don’t happen. I’m disappointed, 
but fully trust the board had to 
make decisions based on what 
was best for everyone.”

 The school board 
in the community 

Question 4:  How do you view 
the board’s relationship to the com-
munity and to the administration? 
How will you effectively repre-
sent your community to the district 
and represent the district to your 
community? 

Cutler admitted he hasn’t 
had “a strong connection to the 
board” and had not been “mak-
ing my best e� ort,” although his 
daughter has brought issues to 
him in the past year, which actu-
ally prompted his decision to run.

He said he “feels strongly” it 
would be “great” for more people 
in the community to be involved 
so mutual understanding could 
be “more real-time than reac-
tionary” and that he hopes to en-
courage more active participation 
in the community.

While board responsibilities 
“are spelled out,” said Maciel, he 
believes the board “can be much 
more proactive” in its outreach 
to parents and community orga-
nizations to keep the channel of  
communication open.

Noting that one board member 
duty is to “keep the community 
informed,” as spelled out in law, 
Maciel said, it is spelled out “also 
in our hearts.”

  DUMMERSTON—
During the Feb. 26 
candidates’ forum 
for the Windham 

Southeast School District 
(WSESD) board of  directors, 
Moderator Cindy Jerome re-
alized the Dummerston ballot 
includes an error.

 There should be direction on 
each town’s ballot to vote for 
“not more than two” for the 
three-year seat as Brattleboro 
representative. It was printed 
as “not more than one” on the 
Dummerston ballot.

Voters in all WSESD mem-
ber towns vote on all candi-
dates, whether they represent 
their speci� c towns.

There are three candidates 
for that seat, and voters should 
choose two of  them on their 

ballots.
Dummerston Town Clerk 

Laurie Frechette has sought 
advice from the O�  ce of  the 
Secretary of  State and town 
counsel.

She said that on election day 
on Tuesday, March 5, she will 
distribute notices to each voter, 
instructing them to vote for 
two people in that race, con-
trary to the misprint. Notices 
will be posted in voting booths 
as well.

Each of  the town’s 106 vot-
ers who requested early ballots 
are being noti� ed and a “sup-
plemental” ballot for that race 
will be sent to them.

The sample ballot on the 
town website will also being 
corrected. 

 Vote for two!  
 Misprint identifi ed on 
Dummerston ballot for 
WSESD board election  
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Brattleboro representative are 
being sought by incumbent Tim 
Maciel, Colleen Savage, and 
Richard Leavy.

Neither Schibley nor Leavy 
was able to be present in per-
son, but Jerome read statements 
they had provided and answers 
to questions, which had been 
provided to the candidates in 
advance.

Current board Chair Kelly 
Young is being challenged for 
a three-year term as Guilford 
representative by Brian Remer. 
A third challenger, Deborah 
McNeil, has dropped out of  
that race.

Incumbent Anne Beekman is 
the sole candidate for re-election 
to a three-year term as Putney 
representative.

Young has come under scru-
tiny as the 2½-year investigation 
into alleged sexual abuse in the 
District unfolded. It fell to her to 
make the January announcement 
that e� ectively ended the inves-
tigation, without disclosing any 
results to the public and saying 
the board would “likely” make 
no further comment.

She noted in her opening state-
ment that the “voice of  a board 
member should be strong and di-
rected about the interests of  the 
entire district and every student.”

Saying she works in collabo-
ration as a team with the entire 
board, Young went on to say, 
“what I as a board chair present 
to the community reflects the 
view of  the entire board. I speak 
for the board, not myself. It is not 
my opinion because it is not my 
personal opinion. I am no longer 
a community member, I am an 
elected board director.”

Young said one of  her goals 
has been to work toward e� ec-
tive collaboration with the ad-
ministration and the community, 
“demonstrating professionalism 
at all times.”

 District challenges 
and solutions 

Question 1:  In running for a seat 
on the WSESD board, what do you 
believe are the three biggest chal-
lenges facing the district, and what 
do you feel you bring to the table to 
contribute to the solutions? 

Remer, an educator and fa-
cilitator who recently retired 
from his work for the state of  
Vermont as training and engage-
ment specialist at the Center for 
Achievement in Public Service, 
noted sta�  ng as a concern. He 
said he’s heard that many who 
work in the school system “are 
concerned” with the lack of  
backup/substitute personnel.

He also noted � nances — “how 
we balance the need for quality 
education with our ability to pay 
for it” — and school climate.

“As a board member, part of  
my responsibility would be to 
help the board act as role model 
for how it can conduct its business 
and therefore be an example for 
administrators, sta� , teachers, as 
well as students, and set the tone 
for the kind of  environment we 

want to have,” he said.
Young, who works as a judicial 

assistant for the state of  Vermont 
in Windham Superior/Probate/
Criminal/Family courts and has 
served on local school boards for 
six years, noted the challenge of  
budgeting and how schools are 
funded as a primary concern in 
providing quality education.

She especially noted “outside 
factors” not in control of  the 
board or administration and said 
she would rely on Superintendent 
Mark Speno and the business of-
� ce “to advise the board on what 
would need to be done.”

She also cited the social cli-
mate in school as a continual and 
complex issue, noting especially 
the challenges for middle school-
ers. Young said she would rely 
on Speno to advise and develop 
a plan to address the social cli-
mate as well.

Young noted the future use of  
athletic � elds as a potential issue, 
saying again she would again con-
sult with the superintendent to 
review and advise on this issue.

For Savage, who settled here in 
2020 and has a child at the Green 
Street School, a sense of  commu-
nity, social climate, and sta�  ng 
are important.

“I think we could do more to 
make people feel included and 
safe, respected, and happy to be 
in schools,” she said.

In comments read by Jerome, 
Leavy, a former commercial or-
ganic farmer who now owns 
Southern Vermont Home, LLC 
and has children at Brattleboro 
Area Middle School and the 
Academy School, noted infra-
structure as the major issue and 
challenge across the District.

He said he is also “unhappy” 
with the direction the school 
lunch program is taking and said 
he would like to help in both ar-
eas. He added that “mental health 
needs” should be included as a 
central focus of  the District.

Maciel, a higher education 
consultant for his company, 
Educational Solutions of  New 
England, has served four years 
and is involved in the work of  the 
BUHS Leadership Council and 
the Student Advisory Committee, 
among others.

He said attracting and retaining 
quality teachers is key.

Maciel also noted that “re-
moving, alleviating barriers to 
learning and personal growth” 
for students who may experience 
behavior issues, depression, and 
more is important, as is “how to 
close the learning gap […] to in-
still the feeling that every student 
belongs.”

Cutler, a lifelong Brattleboro 
resident and program supervi-
sor at Kindle Farm School, has a 
child in the District and one who 
has been graduated from it.

He also noted the complexi-
ties of  budgeting as well as sta�  
retention, which he called “para-
mount” for e� ective schools and 
teachers and students to feel safe.

Plus, Cutler said, having 
consistent staffing “allows the 

community to trust what’s hap-
pening year to year.”

Noting he believes the District 
is still struggling with post-pan-
demic issues that linger, Cutler 
said, too, that “opportunity with 
access for students to partici-
pate” is key.

Schibley is executive direc-
tor of  the NEARI School in 
Easthampton, Massachusetts, 
and father of  two boys at Green 
Street School. He said in a state-
ment read by Jerome at the top of  
the forum providing a “safe, in-
clusive, and educational environ-
ment” are top of  his list.

Calling this a “pivotal time” 
for the District, Schibley noted a 
need for “compassion and a lev-
elheaded approach.”

His priorities include “im-
proving communication between 
the board and superintendent, 
“maintaining � scal responsibil-
ity,” and “restoring belief  in the 
board’s e� orts vis-a-vis the safety 
of  students and accountability.”

Schibley said he is “dedi-
cated to our cause and will work 
tirelessly.”

 Safety in the 
schools 

Question 2: How, specifically, 
can you assure survivors of  past 
abuse, as well as parents, students, 
and concerned community members 
— and yourselves — that students 
are and feel safer in WSESD schools 
since the investigation? 

Cutler called the question 
“challenging” and noted the 
“nuances of  how to support sur-
vivors” with things like “social 
and therapeutic structures.” He 
said he asked his son if  he thought 
there is a di� erence in the school 
climate regarding students’ sense 
of  safety.

“And he assured me the cli-
mate of  the school is very di� er-
ent from two years ago,” Cutler 
said, noting that myriad vicissi-
tudes, “not only here but around 
the country,” still a� ect the post-
pandemic transition back to in-
person classrooms.

Asking students directly how 
they feel, said Cutler, is a “big 
part” of  how to assure kids feel 
safe in schools.

Maciel agreed that students 
“should be part of  solution,” but 
said “there should never, ever be 
a moment when we feel self-as-
sured and less vigilant to protect 
our children.”

“My heart goes out to victims 
of  sexual assault,” he said, add-
ing that “one thing we can do is 
do everything possible to prevent 
it from happening again.”

Saying the current District 
policy regarding sexual harass-
ment re� ects that e� ort, Maciel 
said that — while nothing is 
ever “enough” — the District 
must “always look for better 
ways to keep students safe and 
healthy and measure that in reli-
able ways.”

He added that any college or 
university that discovers a gradu-
ate has admitted to assault should 
revoke the o� ender’s degree.

In his statement, Leavy noted 
such potential assurances as 
“strictly enforced policy” and said 
that “consistent, periodic review, 
and time will help.”

He said he believes schools are 
“aware, generally care, and doing 
their best.”

“Listen to victims,” said 
Savage. “Hear them. Give them 
the space to be open and honest, 
be approachable.”

Young noted the District has 
delineated a “certain level of  con-
duct in our schools,” and said the 
past few years have been challeng-
ing, with several boards merging 
and the pandemic.

She said she shares safety as 
“an absolute priority,” noting the 
board and administration make 
concerted efforts to make nu-
merous presentations about key 
programs to help and publicizing 
information.

He said he feels the board is 
“moving toward a very good, 
collaborative, cohesive rela-
tionship” with Speno and his 
administration.

Savage noted the board goal of  
establishing a vision and setting 
goals for the superintendent and 
that boards “serve the commu-
nity” while being also “entwined” 
with the superintendent.

“They have to collaborate or it 
doesn’t work,” she said, adding 
that she will work to that end and 
“listen and talk to parents, and 
listen to what the group wants 
more than what I want.”

Leavy, in his statement, said he 
views the role of  board members 
“as facilitators,” and that they can 
do so by “listening,” adding the 
“feedback loop needs scrutiny.”

He hopes to “keep that conver-
sation going” and said one area 
to facilitate is with school-based 
Leadership Councils and to hone 
their roles in decision-making.

Young again noted that the 
board oversees district schools 
and supports the administration, 
saying it has “sometimes been cri-
tiqued for maybe overstepping,” 
so it is important to the remem-
ber the board’s role versus that 
of  the administration, “the en-
tity that takes the action within 
the schools.”

Leadership Councils and the 
mini-committee boards, she said, 
can help, adding the public is “al-
ways encouraged” to participate/
join and to communicate to board 
members and the administration.

Saying he “learned a lot to-
night,” Remer said most ba-
sically he sees the board as “a 
liaison” between the public and 
the administration.

He said he’s looking forward 
to hearing from neighbors and 
other communities in the district 
and encourages the community to 
be involved.

 Polarizing issues 
and student 
resilience 

Eileen Arama came prepared 
with two complex and connected 
questions.

Arama, a social worker in the 
District and a parent of  a high 
school student, said because she 
works with individuals and small 
groups, she has the chance to see 
“the best some of  our students 
manifest in terms of  compas-
sion and caring and emotional 
growth.”

She noted, too, her witness to 
the struggle of  all middle school-
ers “for generations” as they 
“learn to communicate effec-
tively and build and maintain re-
lationships with adults and peers, 
learning their own strengths and 
weaknesses and how to use both.”

Arama also noted Covid and 
other general life stressors, some 
seeming “more intense for our 
students.”

“Some of  the manifestations 
of  behaviors are happening with-
out enough notice, much like our 
challenges with vaping: di�  cult 
to detect and requiring a cultural 
shift to address,” she said.

She asked, � rst, how the can-
didates saw their role “in sup-
porting a culture within our 
school district that will help sup-
port and address the community 
needs of  students who missed 
nearly three years of  socialization 
opportunities.”

She then also noted that many 
board members voted “to endorse 
the office of  Diversity, Equity, 
and Social Justice to provide 
support to teachers and sta�  in 
communicating about the recent 
events in Gaza and Israel.”

She  then  asked,  “as  an 
American Israeli and the mother 
of  a student in this district,” 
about candidates’ thoughts 
“about the current level of  ex-
tremism in our world, the ’us 
versus them,’ polarizing rheto-
ric and increasing anti-semitism 
around the world, even here in 
Vermont?” she said.

“I see a relationship between 
the challenges our children face 

and the challenges we adults face 
in communicating across dividing 
issues,” she said. “What are your 
thoughts about ways to enhance 
and support dialogue among us so 
that we can model our successes 
for our children?”

“We’re not looking at some-
one on our doorstep right now,” 
said Young about the war in Gaza. 
“We’re looking half  a world away 
and we’re trying to understand 
them. I can only imagine how 
challenging it is for a student.”

She said as chair she has only 
voted twice, to break ties, but that 
she would have voted in support 
of  the statement and advocated 
they “look in the face of  the is-
sue” so “we can see the human-
ity of  it.”

Maciel related a story of  a 
mother telling him that, while 
driving together to a Leadership 
Council meeting, her son was be-
ing bullied and was upset.

Her phone rang while they 
were in the car and Maciel learned 
it was the student’s “trusted 
adult,” a faculty member who 
had heard of  the incident and 
contacted the young man.

Maciel noted the conversation 
that ensued between student and 
teacher was “so moving.”

He said the District teaches 
content and models values and 
that the world students are en-
tering “is a very tough place.” 
He added that he likes to think 
schools are “a cut above” in teach-
ing “skills, social relationships 
and personal self-knowledge.”

Regarding the Gaza statement, 
Maciel said “education should not 
be divorced from current events 
and we made that statement be-
cause we saw teachers across the 
nation struggling with how do you 
deal with that? And we wanted 
them to know we’re behind them, 
if  they choose to address it.”

“Arguing for argument’s sake is 
taking precedence in the world,” 
Cutler said. “Kids are watching, 
and we need to start modeling a 
way we can agree to disagree […] 
rather than constantly creating a 
polarizing situation.”

He added it is “incumbent on 
schools to teach current events 
and not be afraid” for questions 
to be asked and talked about with 
students.

Jo d y  N o r m a n d e a u  o f  
Dummerston, a former board 
member, asked challengers 
whether they have watched vid-
eotapes of  or have been present 
for board meetings and, if  not, 
how they would encourage the 
public to “attend board meet-
ings and hear it for themselves?”

Cutler said he has reviewed 
“every meeting and read every 
agenda notes,” adding social me-
dia tools do help “because people 
are watching, and the board needs 
to � nd ways to encourage com-
munity members to have a say.”

Savage admitted to catching 
up as well, saying she’s also read 
board minutes and newspaper 
accounts of  meetings, and she’s 
watched videos. She said she 
would “make it a priority” and 
encourage others “to talk about 
the work and get di� erent ideas, 
more involvement.”

“I’m a big education nerd,” 
she said. “I like learning a lot and 
I would dive in head� rst and give 
it my all.”

Working in Montpelier, said 
Remer, made it di�  cult for him 
to participate previously, but now 
he has plenty of  time. In his work 
during the pandemic, when train-
ing state o�  cials had to switch to 
online, Remer said he found that 
“we miss something when we’re 
not in the same room together.”

He said he’s learned “it’s im-
portant to do something di� er-
ent in person, if  the intention 
is to have people solving prob-
lems together” and that meet-
ings should be structured so “all 
feel welcome, and that we all feel 
we’re happy to be there.” 
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Art beneath 
the water

David Parker Jr., 

who chronicles the lives 

of the beavers in his 

pond, shows his photos 

at Crowell Gallery

 By Alyssa Grosso
  The Commons

   N
EWFANE—The Crowell Art 
Gallery at Moore Free Library 
will presents a wildlife pho-
tography exhibition by David 

Y. Parker Jr.
 The free exhibit will run from Saturday, 

March 2 to Sunday, March 31. A reception 
will be held on March 2 from 1 to 3 p.m.

Parker has been living in Brookline for the 
last 30 years, in a house built by his grandfa-
ther in the late 1960s.

The house sits on a small blu�  above a 2½-
acre beaver pond. All of  his photographic 
work comes from the pond, which he also 
calls his “studio.”

“I live, basically, with these beavers, and 
they’ve created this amazing aquatic para-
dise here that attracts all kinds of  wildlife,” 

Parker says.
“You get to see these animals up close, and 

I have always felt that part of  my responsi-
bility as the steward of  the land, if  you will, 
is to interfere as little as possible with what 
they do,” he says. “So when you see pictures 
that I take and put out there, they are pic-
tures that are taken at a respectful distance.”

An individual photo might take 1/1000 
of  a second of  time, he says — “yet I may 
have been sitting there for three hours tak-
ing hundreds of  other photographs, but then 
deciding to share this one.”

Parker has gotten the opportunity to ob-
serve these animals’ life cycles. He has seen 
them build families, grieve, and experience 
other milestones.

 Learning beyond 
the classroom 

Parker grew up in Bu� alo, New York, and 

spent summers here in his childhood.
His family owned a house here for over 100 

years, though it’s di� erent from his current 
home. “We’ve been around here for a good 
long time,” he says.

After an undergraduate degree from 
Middlebury College and a master’s degree 
from Norwich University, Parker ended up 
making Vermont his home.

Before his photography journey, he 
worked as an elementary school teacher in 
Newfane.

“I’ve always enjoyed the outdoors,” Parker 
says. “I’m somebody who’s always been in-
terested in birds and spend a lot of  time 
teaching about birds when I’m working with 
third- and fourth-grade children, as I did for 
most of  my teaching career.”

He stated he was amazed at some of  what 
he was seeing anew.

 A beaver emerges from photographer David Y. Parker’s pond. 

  COURTESY OF DAVID Y. PARKER 

Photographer David Y. Parker 

 By Annie Landenberger
  The Commons

   PUTNEY—In its e� orts 
to tune in to global is-
sues and inform and 
educate the public, the 

Windham World A� airs Council 
(WWAC) will draw focus to 
the current and rising needs 
of  asylum seekers in southern 
Vermont by presenting Larry 
& Joe, a North Carolina–based 

duo who will explore and ex-
pose immigrants’ experiences 
with asylum-seeking e� orts.

 Supported by the Brattleboro 
D e v e l o p m e n t  C r e d i t 
Corporation’s ‘Welcoming 
Communities’ program and 
Bratt leboro Union High 
School’s PeaceJam Club, the 
program will take place at Next 
Stage Arts in Putney on Friday, 
March 1, at 7 p.m.

The acoustic duo, Larry 

Bellorìn and Joe Troop, have 
been playing together profes-
sionally for two years, o� ering 
music that Troop has described 
as “Latingrass.”

Troop explains that in their 
original tunes they o� er a fusion 
of  sound in� uenced in part by 
his own bluegrass roots and by 
the style of  Bellorìn, a musician/
music educator from Venezuela.

“It’s a mix that stems from   COURTESY PHOTO 

Larry & Joe 

 Musicians fi nd a 
creative spark in 
mixing two cultures 
 ‘The most profound social justice can be expression 
of joy within a situation where people from 
di� erent cultures, from di� erent walks of life 
are merging,’ says Joe Troop of Larry & Joe, 
a duo that will perform and shine light on the 
asylum seeking experience at Next Stage Arts  
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Music
GUILFORD Special Leap Year House 
Concert: Wendy's Soiree brings bluegrass 
duo, Andrew Finn McGill and Anya Hinkle, 
the 2019 Merlefest songwriting winner and 
2023 USA Songwriting winner for "Best 
World Song"! Finn played in the series with 
a Brazilian Trio in mid-July and they blew 
the audience away with their virtuosity and 
exuberant presence. Now he's back with a 
different sound.

	▶ 7 p.m. (no intermission). 
	▶ $15 to $20 at door. 
	▶ Wendys Soiree, 2596 Tater Ln. Informa-

tion: Reservations recommended and 
contact Wendy for directions: wendy@
asteriamusica.com..
BRATTLEBORO Join the Brattleboro 
Women's Chorus!: The Brattleboro 
Women's Chorus starts its exciting spring 
session featuring music from the African 
diaspora with a "relaxed singing" rehearsal 
that is open to new singers.

	▶ 10 a.m. - 12 noon. 
	▶ Brattleboro Music Center, 72 

Blanche Moyse Way. Information: 
Information, registration, cost: 
BrattleboroWomensChorus.org/join-us.

Community building
WEST TOWNSHEND Empty Bowls 
Fundraiser for Townshend Food Shelf: We 
have a spread of beautiful handmade bowls 
created by local artists. You choose the bowl 
that speaks to you and we fill it with our 
hearty, vegetarian soup. This is a chance to 
be in community with others as we cultivate 
gratitude for a simple, nutritious meal, 
while also acknowledging the way many 
in our community are struggling to meet 
their needs. All proceeds from this event go 
directly to the Townshend Food shelf.

	▶ Sign up for 5:30, 6:00, or 6:30 p.m.
	▶ $20. 
	▶ West Townshend Country Store and 

Cafe, Rte. 30. Information: To purchase a 
ticket or learn more about the cause visit: 
emptybowlstownshend.com/.

FRIDAY

1
Music
BRATTLEBORO Jesse Brody 20's and 
30's Acoustic Blues Ragtime and Origi-
nals: Live at The River Garden Marketplace, 
Jesse Brody aka Lepkoff, winner of the 2022 
Vermont Blues Society Challenge, plays and 
sings his 20's and 30's-style originals and 
classics. Brody plays a National resonator 
guitar, 6-string banjo, kazoo, and sings his 
way through Ma Rainey, Bessie Smith, Bill 
Broonzy, John Hurt and his own composi-
tions.

	▶ 7 - 9 p.m.
	▶ Through Thursday, March 7. 
	▶ Free. 
	▶ River Garden Marketplace, 157 Main St. 

Information:  rivergardenmarketplace.
com.

BRATTLEBORO First Fridays with The 
Woodpeckers: The Woodpeckers play the 
high-spirited, danceable, good humored, 
joyful jazz of the 1920's. Walter Slowinski 
clarinet, Ron Kelly tenor saxophone, Mark 
Anagnostopulos rhythm guitar, Ty Gibbons 
bass. All sing. Congenial pub atmosphere, 
fun community vibe.

	▶ 7:30 - 10 p.m.
	▶ Free admission. 
	▶ Latchis Pub & Latchis Underground, 6 

Flat St. Information: 802-380-1369.

Community building
PUTNEY Musical Duo's �Latingrass' 
Concert features Storytelling on Asylum-
Seeking Journeys: Windham World 
Affairs Council partners with Brattleboro 
Development Credit Corporations Welcom-
ing Communities program and Brattleboro 
Union High Schools PeaceJam Club to pres-
ent an inspiring music and storytelling with 
"Larry & Joe" exploring the their experience 
with asylum and immigration. Post concert 
Q&A on current status of asylum seekers, 
refugees, immigration in the US and VT led 
by Liv Berelson, Exec. Dir. of Community 
Asylum Seekers Project.

	▶ 7 p.m. Larry Bellorin and Joe Troop 
(Larry & Joe) combine bluegrass music 
w/ traditional Venezuelan music creating 
'Latingrass' - fusion of Venezuelan/Appala-
chian folk music: upright bass, harp, banjo, 
cuatro, fiddle, maracas, guitar. Music 
combines w/ storytelling about Larry's 
journey of forced exile from Venezuela to 
asylum-seeking in North Carolina.

	▶ $20 suggested donation. 
	▶ Next Stage Arts Project, 15 Kimball 

Hill. Information: Secure your seat at 
Latingrass.eventbrite.com.

Visual arts 
and shows
 "Telling Stories Frame by Frame: A 
Vermont State University Student Film 
& Video Showcase" (Online): Variety of 
student work showcased in "Telling Stories 
Frame by Frame" includes video essay 
about Spanish cinema after the death of 
dictator Francisco Franco; short film about 
isolated young man with diabetes finding 
connection; experimental shorts about 
nostalgia, anxiety, memory, more. 

	▶ 3/8, 5 p.m.: Artist talk via Zoom. From 
home, view a variety of student film in 
Vermont Arts Council's newest Spotlight 
Gallery exhibition. Video essay about 
Spanish cinema after the death of dictator 
Francisco Franco and short film about an 
isolated young man with diabetes finding 
connection, experimental shorts about 
nostalgia, anxiety, memory, more. 

	▶ "Telling Stories" is available for viewing 
on the Council's gallery web page from 
March 1-April 30.

	▶ 6-7:30 p.m.: Lost River Racial Justice 
meetings offered on 2nd Monday of every 
month.

	▶ Through Tuesday, April 30. 
	▶ Free. 
	▶ Online. Information: Go to 

lostriverracialjustice.org to sign up on 
the Lost River Racial Justice mailing list 
where the Zoom link is sent out.

SATURDAY

2
Music
SOUTH NEWFANE Dan DeWalt Played 
Once: Command Performance Concert: 

Audience members command - sharing sto-
ries, scenarios, or topics - and Dan DeWalt 
performs by spontaneously composing 
and playing a unique piece based on the 
audience topics. The concert celebrates 
the work of his recent CD release, "Played 
Once." "Each of the 16 compositions took 
on its shape as I played." he said. "As it 
sounded, the music informed my fingers 
and led the way the way through a narrative 
until a conclusion presented itself."

	▶ 7:30 p.m. Proceeds from concert benefit 
a project to build an accessibility ramp for 
the South Newfane Schoolhouse.

	▶ $15 suggested donation to South 
Newfane Schoolhouse Ramp Project. All 
welcome regardless of ability to donate. 

	▶ South Newfane Schoolhouse, 387 Dover 
Rd. Information: More information on 
Facebook: fb.me/e/1rjpAA0ha.

Community building
MARLBORO The Mud Fling: Auction, 
50/50 Raffle, Live Music: Annual Marlboro 
Mud Fling is the premier event of Marlboro's 
winter season. This year it will feature a 
silent auction with lots of fabulous items, 
a 50/50 raffle, live music by Dante and the 
Moondogs, plenty delectable desserts and 
savory foods. New this year will be a raffle 
of three exceptional prizes!

	▶ 6-9 p.m. Mud Fling this year is a col-
laboration of Marlboro Elementary School's 
FTA and the Marlboro Community Center. 
Proceeds will be split by the two organiza-
tions to support field trips for MES and 
operating costs for the MCC.

	▶ $10 to $15 sliding scale. 
	▶ Marlboro Community Center, 524 South 

Rd. Information: marlborocommunity.
center.

Arts and crafts
CHESTER Colored Pencil Demonstration 
plus Painting with Primaries in Water-
color: Saxtons River Art Guild exhibition 
closing events: "Colored Pencil Demo" in 
the morning, "Painting in Primaries Water-
color Workshop" in the afternoon.

	▶ 10-11:30 a.m. Liz Winchester-Larson 
offers colored pencil demo with a focus on 
still-life subjects. Liz works from a small 
still-life set-up to show how she applies 
many layers to achieve rich color intricate 
detail. She exhibits her paintings through-
out New England area. Informal drop-in, 
registration not required. 12:30-2 p.m.: 
Donna Bascom Lund workshop: "Painting 
with Primaries in Watercolor. "Examples 
of Bascom's work: www.facebook.com/
donnabascomlund. 

	▶ Free. 
	▶ Whiting Library, 117 Main St. Informa-

tion: Registration for watercolor workshop 
required, space for 6-8 participants, sup-
plies provided. Call library: 802-875-2277.

Community meals
GUILFORD Sugar On Snow Supper

	▶ Seatings: 5, 6, and 7 p.m.
	▶ $15 adult; $5 ages 5-12; $2 kids age 4 

& under. 
	▶ Broad Brook Community Center/

Grange, 3940 Guilford Center Rd. 
Reservations: thayertomlinson@
hotmail.com and get a confirmation 
reply. Or text 202-247-5251. 802-451-0405; 
broadbrookcommunitycenter.org.
GUILFORD First Sugar on Snow Supper 
of the Season: Broad Brook Grange's 
annual meal features ham and homemade 
items: baked beans, deviled eggs, mashed 
potatoes, coleslaw, rolls, donuts, Guilford 
maple sugar on Guilford snow (pickles 
accompany snow. Fundraiser helps support 
the many activities of the Grange: pre-town 
meeting, community Thanksgiving dinner, 
this supper, brunches, Guilford Center Stage 
productions. Grange organization also 
provides Christmas stockings for seniors 
and a college scholarship.

	▶ Three seatings: 5:00, 6:00, 7:00 p.m. 
At each seating, a half-gallon of Guilford 
maple syrup will be raffled.

	▶ $15 adults; $5 for children ages 5 to12, 
$2 ages 4 and under. 

	▶ Broad Brook Community Center/
Grange, 3940 Guilford Center Rd. Informa-
tion: Reservations: Email Thayer at: 
thayertomlinson@hotmail.com for 
confirmation reply (preferred). Or text 
202-247-5251.

Activism
BRATTLEBORO Vigil: Ceasefire Now! 
In Gaza and Israel: Tim Stevenson: "This 
vigil will continue every Saturday till 
Ceasefire." Stevenson's newly published 
book is: "Transformative Activism: A Values 
Revolution of Everyday Life in a Time of 
Societal Collapse."

	▶ 12 noon - 1 p.m.
	▶ Brattleboro Post Office, Main St.

SUNDAY

3
Local history
WESTMINSTER WEST Lecture on the 
History of the Haywards' House and 
Garden: Illustrated with a power point 
presentation, the Haywards walk the 
audience through their four-season 1 1/2 
acre garden to illustrate universal garden 
design principles that can be employed in 
any number of ways by anyone in their own 
home gardens. This lecture is most useful 
for those who garden themselves.

	▶ 6:30 p.m. Presented in support of The 
Congregational Church in Westminster 
West, VT.

	▶ Free. Donations welcome. 
	▶ Congregational Church of Westminster 

West, 44 Church St. Information: 802-387-
2334; westminsterwest.org.

The written word
 Smoky Quartz editors host Reading (On-
line): Writers with ties to New Hampshire 
read selections from Anniversary Anthology. 
The poets reading at the event include Liz 
Ahl, Joan Doran, George Drew, Carlene 
Gadapee, Elizabeth Gauffreau, Jimmy Pap-
pas, Carla Schwartz. They will be joined by 
short story author Tina Rapp. Artwork from 
the anniversary issue will also be featured. 
The public is invited.

	▶ 2 p.m.
	▶ Free. 
	▶ Online. Information: Email 

mwgsmokyquartz@gmail.com for 
online link to the reading.

Community building
W. BRATTLEBORO All Souls Hybrid 
Worship Service: "Healing Happens!": 
While harm and trauma necessarily make 
more news, we know there's a powerful 
current of hope and change flowing 
through our community as well. Join us in 
welcoming the Women's Freedom Center, 
offering help and advocacy to ALL survivors 
of domestic and sexual violence. We'll share 
in their recognition of Women's History 
Month and year-long celebration of their 50 
years creating a community where violence 
is not tolerated.

	▶ 10 a.m. "Healing Happens." Pre-service 
activities: 8:45 a.m. Choir rehearsal. 9 
a.m. the following activities take place: 
Children's Religious Exploration class, Adult 
Coffee & Conversation, Quiet Meditation.

	▶ Free. Donations welcome. 
	▶ All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church, 

29 South St. Information: Go to ascvt.
org Sunday shortly before 10 a.m. to join 
via Zoom.

Community meals
BRATTLEBORO Mac 'n' Cheeze Sup-
per: Edible Brattleboro invites you to come 
cook and eat with us! In this class, we will 
make vegan Mac 'n' Cheeze, winter salad 
and a creamy rice pudding for dessert. 
Shake off the winter cold with some healthy 
and delicious comfort food and good 
company!

	▶ 4:45 - 6:45 p.m.
	▶ Free (donations accepted with 

gratitude). 
	▶ Brattleboro Food Co-op Cooking Class-

room, 7 Canal St. Information: Registration 
required: bit.ly/EBwintercooking24.

TUESDAY

5
Well-being
BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro Walk-In 
Clinic: Primary medical treatment for 
patients ages 18 to 64 in our community 
who do not have health insurance or who 
cannot afford their high deductibles or 
co-insurance.

	▶ 5 - 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.
	▶ Brattleboro Walk-In Clinic, 191 

Clark Ave. Information: 802-251-8484; 
brattleborowalkinclinic.com.

WEDNESDAY

6
The written word
PUTNEY VT River Conservancy offers 
free River-themed Poetry Workshops 
throughout Windham County in March 
and April.: In VT, we know that rivers, like 
people, like communities are complex. 
Calm pools, churning riffles. Steady periods 
of baseflow; floods that inspire awe and 
grief. Meanders, bends, sandy shores/rocky 
ones, floodplain forests, peaceful coves, 
rushing waters/trickling streams. Rivers 
are places to wander solo and to gather, 
process and play, think and to empty our 
minds, steady ourselves and to embrace 
change. 

	▶ 6:30-8:30 p.m. "We've put together 
this 5-week workshop to create space for 
connections with nuance and depth - both 
within our community of readers/writers 
and between us and our river lands. We'll 
read pieces from diverse styles, cultures 
and time periods including many from our 
neck of the woods. We'll share reflections 
these poems provoke for us and talk 
through the poetic craft moves that makes 
them tick. Then we'll set off to write. What 
will you discover when you let the words 
flow?"

	▶ River-themed workshops continue: 
	▶ 3/7: Rockingham Free Public Library, 

3-5 p.m. 

	▶ 3/18: South Londonderry Free Library, 
10:30-12:30 p.m. 

	▶ 3/26-4/23: Brattleboro, Brooks Memo-
rial, Tuesdays. 12-2 p.m. 

	▶ 4/4: Wilmington, Pettee Memorial 
Library, 4-6 p.m. 

	▶ 4/11: Dover Free Library, 12-2 p.m.
	▶ Free. 
	▶ Putney Public Library, 55 Main St. Web-

site/sign up: vermontriverconservancy.
org/our-work/engage-communities/
south. Walk-ins also welcome.

Community building
BRATTLEBORO Compassionate 
Brattleboro: Community Conversations 
on Compassion. Today: "Compassion 
for Non-Human Animals": Conversation 
includes panelists Pattrice Jones of VINE 
Sanctuary, Dr. Sue Kelly of Spruce Mountain 
Veterinary Acupuncture, Lisa Jablow of 
Protect Our Wildlife, and Bella O'Connor 
of VT Law School. Panelists discuss issues 
ranging from farming to the law to hunting 
and related to the idea of compassion and 
non-human animals and how compassion 
might play a role in our everyday lives.

	▶ 6-7:30 p.m. There will be time for 
questions/conversation with the audience. 
Co-sponsored by Windham County Humane 
Society.

	▶ Free. 
	▶ Brooks Memorial Library, 224 Main St. 

Information: compassionatebrattleboro.
org.
BELLOWS FALLS Rockingham Conser-
vation Committee & Windham Regional 
Commission: Rockingham's Outstanding 
Resource Waters: Property owners along 
Williams River and Herricks or Roundys 
Coves are invited to this public discussion. 
Rockingham residents are working on 
the nomination of two sites in the Town 
of Rockingham as Outstanding Resource 
Waters. Discussion explains what the ORW 
designation is and what it will and won't 
mean for nominated water bodies and more 
details about potentially nominated sites 
themselves. Questions welcome.

	▶ 6:30 p.m. Open to the public.
	▶ Free. 
	▶ Rockingham Free Public Library, 65 

Westminster St. Information: 802-463-4270; 
rockinghamlibrary.org.

BRATTLEBORO—Join the 
New England Center for Circus 
Arts (NECCA) for an evening of  
“world-class entertainment” for 
the entire family in Brattleboro on 
Saturday, March 9, at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sunday, March 10 at 1 p.m.

The Circus Spectacular is 
NECCA’s most important annual 
fundraiser — a unique opportu-
nity to see high flying aerialists, 
acrobats, and jugglers.

In a news release, NECCA 
co-founder Serenity Smith 
Forchion marveled that “The 
Circus Spectacular started with 
one show in 2011 to help NECCA 
raise funds for outreach and pro-
gramming. Thirteen years later, 
it’s turned into our largest annual 
fundraiser!”

There are two ways to enjoy 
the show on Saturday: in per-
son at the Latchis Theater or via 
livestream for NECCA fans who 
live far and wide or prefer to 
watch from the comfort of  their 
home. Sunday’s performance will 
be in person only.

The star-studded show will be 
led by world record holder John 
Higby, also known as Yo-Yo Guy. 
He has been appeared on The 

Late Show with David Letterman, 
Discovery Channel’s Time Warp, 
Comedy Central, and Fetch with 
Ruff Ruffman on PBS.

Higby will be joined by high-
flying rope artist Nick Ng, on 
break between tours with Cirque 
du Soleil, and Stacey Strange 
performing her hoop juggling 
act. Strange most recently won 
a silver medal for her perfor-
mance at the Hubei Chutian Star 
Gushen Competition in China. 
Locals may be familiar with 
Ariele Ebacher, a wire dancer 
who made Brattleboro her home 
a few years ago and is among the 
faculty at NECCA.

These professional perform-
ers and others are sharing their 
talents to raise funds toward 
supporting student financial aid, 
outreach, and programming. 
“We are very fortunate to have 
these generous performers in our 
NECCA family,” says Executive 
Director Jenna Struble. “They 
believe so much in what NECCA 
gives — empowerment, strength, 
joy, community — that they come 
to our small town and grace our 
stage and support this, our most 
important annual fundraiser.”

Last year, NECCA served 
nearly 2,800 students of  all ages, 
awarded $81,235 in financial aid 
across numerous programs, per-
formed seven free community 
shows valued at $33,500, and 
gave hundreds of  free tickets to 
groups in need.

Forchion touts other perform-
ers who may be familiar faces to 
NECCA fans.

“Troy Wunderle of  Circus 
Smirkus and Wunderle’s Big 
Top Adventures is always great 
for some levity,” she says, “and 
he’s doing a comedy magic act 
this year. Fans of  youth classes 
at NECCA will enjoy the elevated 
talents of  duo aerialists Katie 
Schmidt and Victoria Quine. 
They are both talented coaches 
at NECCA and will be perform-
ing a lighthearted and impressive 
duo lyra act.”

Tickets for in-person and 
livestreamed shows are $20–
$50 and are available at ne-
c e n t e r f o r c i r c u s a r t s . o r g 
(necenterforcircusarts.org /
about/circus-spectacular-2024). 
For more information, call 
802-254-9780.

NECCA’s Circus Spectacular brings 
international artists to the stage 

BRATTLEBORO—Sarasa 
Ensemble presents “Anónimo 
from Amazonia: Bolivian Mission 
Baroque,” Friday, March 8, at 7 
p.m. at the Brattleboro Music 
Center (BMC). Organizers bill it 
as “a sunny program of  secular 
and sacred Baroque music from 
the Missions of  Bolivia, with 
an undeniable impulse from the 
folk element of  its indigenous 
people.”

Featured performers are Carley 

DeFranco, soprano; Jesse Irons, 
Rebecca Nelson, violins; Jennifer 
Morsches, cello; William Simms, 
Baroque guitar/theorbo; and John 
McKean, organ.

The Sarasa Ensemble is a col-
lective group of  international in-
strumentalists and vocalists who 
perform classical music spanning 
the 17th to the 21st centuries on 
both period and modern instru-
ments and bring this music to di-
verse communities. Through the 

ensemble’s outreach program in 
adolescent detention facilities, it 
is dedicated to bridging cultural, 
aesthetic, and economic barri-
ers and providing incarcerated 
teenagers with opportunities for 
growth, self-expression, and en-
richment through music.

Tickets are $20 in advance 
or $25 at the door, available at 
bmcvt.org or 802-257-4523. For 
more information, call the BMC 
or email info@bmcvt.org.

Sarasa presents Bolivian baroque music 

MARLBORO—Tickets for 
the 2024 Marlboro Music sum-
mer season go on sale on Friday, 
March 1, at 9 a.m. Performances 
take place from July 13 to Aug. 
11 in Persons Auditorium on 
the Potash Hill campus in 
Marlboro.

At Marlboro, musicians “en-
joy the rare and invaluable syn-
ergy of  music, community, 
nature, freedom, and time,” 
say organizers in a news release. 
For nearly two months, “ex-
ceptional young professionals 
— who are invited each winter 
following competitive audi-
tions — ” are joined by artistic 
directors Mitsuko Uchida and 
Jonathan Biss, other “world-
renowned artists,” and staff, 

spouses, and family.
Over the course of  the sea-

son, some 200 chamber music 
study groups explore works of  
their own choosing, from the 
Baroque period to the present 
day. The musicians can read a 
piece once and then form an-
other group, or continue to 
delve into it for many weeks.

Since the primary purpose of  
Marlboro is to learn, a group is 
scheduled to perform only if  
and when the musicians are 
ready and have achieved “ex-
traordinary results.”

As there are no pre-de-
termined concert programs, 
however; the repertoire and 
personnel for each performance 
are announced only a week or so 

in advance. Organizers promise 
concert-goers will experience 
“unique interactions between 
generations of  musical leaders, 
a fascinating breadth of  reper-
toire, and a commitment — by 
all of  our artists — to the high-
est standards.”

This season’s participant list 
can be found at marlboromusic.
org.

Tickets are available at $40, 
$30, and $20, with seating as-
signed within each section. 
Visit marlboromusic.org for 
individual concert dates, or 
contact box office manager 
Patrick LaVecchia-Burke at 
215-569-4690 or boxoffice@
marlboromusic.org.

Tickets for Marlboro Music’s 
2024 season go on sale March 1  

PUTNEY—Next Stage Arts, 
15 Kimball Hill, presents Biribá 
Union, a musical trio featuring 
Grammy Award-winning Mike 
Block (cello, vocals); Christylez 
Bacon (beatbox, guitar, rhymes); 
and Patricia Ligia (electric bass, 
pandeiro, vocals) Sunday, March 
3, at 7 p.m.

“We love presenting projects 
that have a one-of-a-kind feel, 
and Mike Block has put together 
something people won’t forget 
easily,” Keith Marks, executive 
director of  Next Stage Arts, said 

in a news release. “Block is a 
member of  Yo-Yo Ma’s Silk Road 
Ensemble, and he has numerous 
projects that are creative. He says 
the combined sound of  the group 
is like “something out of  a musi-
cal fairy tale.”

Block, Bacon, and Ligia blend 
original music with global influ-
ences to form “a fresh and acces-
sible sound.”

Each member of  the col-
lective brings influences and 
repertoire from their diverse 
backgrounds, such as Brazilian, 

hip-hop, classical, jazz, bluegrass, 
funk, and pop styles, synthesiz-
ing them through original com-
positions and songs that highlight 
their improvisational spontaneity 
and stage presentation.

Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 
at the door, and $10 for access to 
the livestream and may be pur-
chased at nextstagearts.org. Next 
Stage will provide a beer, wine, 
and cocktail cash bar. For more 
information, call 802-387-0102.

Next Stage hosts Biribá Union on March 3 

CLiF contest challenges young writers 
to write a story in just two sentences 

WA T E R B U R Y — T h e 
Children’s Literacy Foundation 
(CLiF) announces the launch of  
its second annual Two-Sentence 
Writing Contest. Open to all 
Vermont and New Hampshire 
children ages 12 and younger, the 
contest is free to enter, and prizes 
will be awarded to top submis-
sions in each of  four categories.

This year’s contest challenges 
young writers to “tell a two-sen-
tence story that takes place in the 
sky.” Loosely tied to the upcom-
ing total eclipse on April 8, 2024, 
the contest draws inspiration from 
the stories and legends ancient 
civilizations invented to explain 
sky phenomena.

CLiF’s  inaugura l  Two-
Sentence Writing Contest, held 
in February 2023, asked young 
writers to tell a story about win-
ter and drew over 700 submis-
sions from across the Twin States.

“The range of  creative expres-
sion demonstrated by the stories 
was truly amazing,” CLiF Project 
Specialist Mary Edith Leichliter 
said in a news release. “With just 
two sentences to work with, it’s 
incredible what kids can come 
up with. We had comedy, hor-
ror, tragedy, sci-fi … you name it. 
We can’t wait to read the stories 
generated by this year’s theme.”

The categories for this year’s 
contest are divided as follows: 

kindergarten and below, grades 1 
and 2, grades 3 and 4, and grades 
5 and 6. The winner of  each cat-
egory will receive a five-book li-
brary from CLiF, curated to their 
age and interests.

Additional details about the 
contest and a downloadable en-
try template can be found on 
CLiF’s website at clifonline.org/
writing-contest-2024.

Entries must be received at 
communications@clifonline.
org or CLiF Writing Contest, 
3579 Waterbury-Stowe Road, 
Waterbury Center, VT 05677 by 
Friday, March 29. Winners will be 
announced in early April.

B2	 THE ARTS 	 T H E  C O M M O N S  • Wednesday, February 28, 2024

a r t s  &  c o m m u n i t y  C A L E N D A R

To submit your 
event: calendar@
commonsnews.org

Deadline: 
5 p.m. Friday

FRIDAY C O N T. SATURDAY C O N T. SUNDAY C O N T. WEDNESDAY C O N T.
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latchis.com | 802.246.1500

DUNE: PART 2 PG-13        
FRIDAY                           4 & 7
SAT. & SUN.                     2 & 7
MON.-THUR.                    4 & 7

BOB MARLEY: 
ONE LOVE        PG-13
FRIDAY                4:15 / 6:50 / 9
SATURDAY              2 / 6:50 / 9
SUNDAY                      2 & 6:50
MON.-THUR.          4:15 & 6:50

DRIVING 
MADELEINE        NR
FRIDAY           4:15 / 6:40 / 8:40
SATURDAY     2:15 / 6:40 / 8:40
SUNDAY                  2:15 & 6:40
MON.-THUR.           4:15 & 6:40

STUDIO GHIBLI: PONYO   (G) 
SAT. @ 11AM  /  SUN. @ 4PM

latchis.com | 802.246.1500

RESPECT          PG-13  
3:50 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:30 & 9:10 PM – NIGHTLY

CANDYMAN          R

4 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:50 & 8:50 PM – NIGHTLY

FREE GUY       PG-13  
3:40 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:40 & 9 PM – NIGHTLY

GREEN KNIGHT R  
4 PM DAILY – SAT.
6:45 PM – NIGHTLY
(NO 6:45 THURSDAY, 9/2)

REMINISCENCE PG-13  
9:15 PM – NIGHTLY

Latchis Arts’ 
Spotlight Film Series

November’s theme: 
Black Voices
Featuring “Get Out”
Thursday, Nov. 5, at 7 pm
Suggested donation $10
Continues Thursdays 
in November
Sponsored by 
Hermit Thrush Brewery

Visit latchis.com

T H E A T R E
latchis.com          802.246.1500

Manager’s Pick of the Week 
ROCKETMAN          R

1:50 matinees Sat & Sun
6:50 & 9:00 nightly

DARK PHOENIX PG-13
1:45 matinees Sat & Sun 

6:40 & 9:00 nightly

THE SECRET LIFE OF 
PETS 2   PG

2:00 matinees Sat & Sun
6:45 nightly

FRIDAY 6/7 - 
THURSDAY 6/13

GODZILLA: KING OF 
THE MONSTERS    PG-13

1:40 matinees Sat & Sun
6:40 & 9:00 nightly

Bolshoi Ballet presents: 
CARMEN/
PETRUSCHKA        PG
Sunday, June 9th at 4:00 PM

AUG. 27 – SEPT. 2MARCH 1-7
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Windham County

Check Our Full Program Schedule
@ brattleboro.tv

          BCTV
            Local Program Highlights              Week of: Feb. 26, 2024 – Mar. 3, 2024

Channel 1078 Channel 1079

Here We Are – Liv Berelson, 
Community Asylum Seekers 
Project (CASP,) Director: Mon 8p, 
Tues 12:40p, Wed 9p, Thurs 1:15p, Fri 
9:30p, Sat 12:15p, Sun 5:15p

Guilford Pre-Town Meeting Info 
Session 2/27/24: Tues 6:30p (LIVE,) 
Fri 6p, Sat 8:30a, Sun 12p

The World Fusion Show – Ep# 172 
– Payton MacDonald: Mon 5:30p, 
Tues 9a, Wed 3:30p, Thurs 9:15p, Fri 
7:30a, Sat 2p, Sun 6p

West River Education District 
Board Special Mtg. 2/21/24: Mon 
9:15p, Tues 10a, Wed 3p, Sun 6p

Harris Hill Ski Jump 2024 – 
Saturday: Mon 1p, Wed 9p, Sat 9a

Meet The Candidates – Putney 
Selectboard Candidate Forum 
2/24/24: Tues 8:30, Wed 6a, Thurs 
12p

Harris Hill Ski Jump 2024 – 
Sunday: Tues 8p, Thurs 2p, Sat 8p

Meet The Candidates – Windham 
Southeast School District Board 
Candidate Forum 2/26/24: Wed 6p, 
Thurs 8:30a, Fri 12p

Mitchell Giddings Fine Arts – 
Masterworks: The Inside Story 
with Dan Welden: Tues 3:15p, Wed 
12:40p, Thurs 9:45p, Fri 4;30p, Sat 
5:30a, Sun 6:30p

Jamaica Selectboard Mtg. 2/26/24: 
Wed 8:30p, Thurs 6a, Fri 2;30p

Couch Potatoe Productions – 
Dummerston Historical Society 
Remembers Dr. Grace W. Burnett: 
Tues 10a, Wed 4p, Thurs 9:30a, Fri 
3p, Sat 5:30p, Sun 8p

Guilford Selectboard Mtg. 2/26/24: 
Thurs 6p, Fri 8a, Sat 12p

At BMAC – Artist Conversation: 
Fawn Krieger, David B. Smith with 
Wendy Vogel: Mon 10a, Fri 1p, Sat 
2:30p, Sun 9:30a

River Valleys Unified School 
District Board Mtg. 2/26/24: Thurs 
8:30p, Fri 5:30a, Sat 2:30p

Root Social Justice Center – 
Families United Meeting 1/26/24: 
Mon 5:30a, Sun 12:30p

Brattleboro Housing Partnerships 
Board Mtg. 2/26/24: Sat 6p, Sun 
8:30

Couch Potatoe Productions – 
Abenaki Forum 1/21/24: Fri 10a

Townshend Selectboard Mtg. 
2/27/24: Fri 8:30p, Sat 6a, Sun 2:30p

Energy Week with George Harvey 
& Tom Finnell: Mon 9a, Tues 5p, 
Thurs 11a, Sat 7p

Windham Southeast School 
District Board Mtg. 2/29/24: Sat 
8:30p, Sun 6a

Vermontitude – Weekly Episode: 
Tue 11:30a & 6:30p, Wed 6a, Thu 1p, 
Sat 12p, Sun 5p

Putney Selectboard Mtg. 2/21/24: 
Mon 9a, Tues 12p

News Block:
WTSA News: Mon-Fri 12p & 6p
Reformer News Break: Mon-Fri 
12:05p & 6:05p
BUHS-TV News: Mon-Fri 12:20p 
& 6:40p

Dummerston Selectboard Mtg. 
2/21/24: Mon 2:30p

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church – 
Weekly Service: Wed 2p, Sat 7:30a, 
Sun 11a 

Meet The Candidates – 
Dummerston Selectboard 
Candidate Forum 2/21/24: Mon 
7:45p, Tues 6a, Wed 12p

Trinity Lutheran Church – Weekly 
Service: Wed 10a, Thurs 7a, Sun 3p

Dummerston Pre-Town Meeting 
Info Session 2/21/24: Mon 6:15p, 
Tues 7:30a, Wed 1:30p

Guilford Community Church - 
Weekly Service: Wed 6:30a, Fri 8p, 
Sun 8a

Town Matters – Weekly Episode: 
Mon 6p, Wed 4:45p, Thurs 11a, Fri 
11:30a, Sat 5p

St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
Mass: Sat 4p (LIVE), Tue 6:45a & 2p, 
Thurs 8p

The David Pakman Show: Mon 8a, 
Tue 9a, Wed 5p, Fri 10:30a, Sun 5p

Note: Schedule is subject to change.watch online at brattleboro.tv 
(802)257-0888

BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by 
The Commons

BCTV’s municipal meeting coverage helps Commons 
reporters stay in touch. Read about it in the Town & Village 

section at www.commonsnews.org

 

Note: Schedule subject to change.

View full schedule and watch online at 
brattleboroTV.org 

BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by The Commons. BCTV’s 
municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in touch. 

Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.org.

Brattleboro Community Television — 257-0888

Be Sure To Check Our Full Program Schedule @ brattleborotv.org
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“I just hadn’t been aware of  
the diversity of  birds,” Parker 
says. “And other wildlife, it was 
just a great thing. And so I be-
gan, again, taking pictures — 
you know, working on my craft, 
and hopefully getting better and 
better.”

Developing photos 
and a relationship 
to photography

Parker says he doesn’t really do 
shows — though he did do one 
at Crowell Gallery in early 2020, 
and he had a show at the Marina 
in Brattleboro.

He was still taking a lot of  pho-
tos during the Covid shutdown 
but was not printing a lot, or put-
ting a lot of  effort into displaying 
anything he had recently taken, 
due to the uncertainty of  when 
anything would reopen.

During the intervening years, 
he has gone back and looked at 
photos from the last six or seven 
years “again, with a sort of  dif-
ferent fresh set of  eyes,” Parker 
explained.

“Our older photographs 

— they’ve never been shown pub-
licly before, but I have reworked 
them to the point where I really 
liked what I had,” he says. “And 
so it’s kind of  neat.”

Parker explained for someone 
looking to get into photography, 
it takes practice and learning from 
your mistakes, just like everything 
else. He advises new photogra-
phers to “just stick with it and 
be willing to learn new things.”

“I’d spend probably four hours 
a day with my camera outside,” 
he says, noting that during that 
time he might take “anywhere 
from 500 to 1,000 frames.”

“I would shoot, then spend an-
other couple hours going through 
to maybe find one or two, maybe 
three, that might be worth keep-
ing,” Parker says.

“But just keep doing that.”

The Crowell Art Gallery is part of  
the Moore Free Library at 23 West 
St., Newfane. Library and gallery 
hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, 1 to 5 p.m.; Thursday, 1 
to 6 p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

our musical backgrounds and also 
basically folk music from all over 
the Americas that we’ve listened 
to our whole lives. We’re throw-
ing them all into a pot and turn-
ing it around to see what we can 
cook up,” Troop says.

With bluegrass, merengue, 
tango, venez calypso, and other 
overlapping genres, Troop says 
“it’s a varied show.”

“This fusion […] folk music 
is played on the harp, banjo, cu-
atro, fiddle, guitar, maracas, and 
upright bass. Interspersed will be 
personal stories — both Larry’s 
and Joe’s — of  experiences with 
immigration and asylum seek-
ers and, especially, of  Bellorìn’s 
journey of  forced exile from 
Venezuela to asylum-seeking in 
North Carolina.”

A legendary Llanera musician 
in Venezuela, Bellorìn came to 
the U.S. eight years ago to flee 
persecution in his home country. 
A professional musician whose 
livelihood was teaching and per-
forming, Bellorìn could no longer 
work under a totalitarian regime.

Fearing for his family’s safety, 
his family relocated to North 
Carolina, where he found the only 
work he could — in construction, 
which he did for seven years un-
til recently. He is grateful to be a 
full-time musician again.

Troop is a Grammy-nominated 
bluegrass and old-time musi-
cian who lived in Argentina for 
10 years working as a freelance 
musician, educator, and session 
musician until 2020.

“I had a band down there that 
I started with two students called 
Che Apalache,” he says. “We had 
a really good run in the States, 
and then the pandemic decimated 
our operation. We were on tour 
when that happened, and it was 
that very thing that landed me 
back here [in Durham, North 
Carolina].”

With the band forced into hia-
tus, Troop never went back to 
Argentina; instead, he turned 
to working with asylum-seeking 
migrants.

How Bellorìn and Troop found 
each other is “a matter of  destiny, 
really,” he says.

“During the pandemic, I was 
working in the activist sphere, 
teaming up with social justice 
people doing a web series and get-
out-the-vote campaigns,” he says. 
“That’s how I ended up working 
with the migrant community of  
North Carolina for the first time.”

One thing led to another, and 
Troop ended up volunteering in a 
migrant shelter south of  Tucson, 
Arizona, on the Mexican border, 
working with asylum-seeking mi-
grants and using music as a means 
of  learning and connecting.

“I was planning to come to 
Durham and do a residency in 
December of  2021;” Troop re-
calls. “I was looking for poten-
tial collaborators, and a friend 
connected me with a genius mu-
sician who’s also an asylum-seek-
ing migrant in Raleigh, [North 
Carolina]. She said to check him 
out.

“I saw videos of  Larry and re-
alized he played the [Venezuelan 
folk] music I’ve loved since I was 
a teenager: I’d listened to it but 
I’ve never had any direct contact 
with it, barring a few street mu-
sicians I’d met in Buenos Aires.” 
He had never seen an artist who 
plays the arpa llanera harp, as 
Bellorìn does.

“And so I cold-called Larry and 
asked if  he wanted to collaborate 
on this residency. He said, ‘Sure, 
let’s do it.’

“So that’s how this began,” 
Troop says. “We hit it off  im-
mediately, and that’s where our 
musical brotherhood began [in 
March 2022].”

Bellorìn, speaking with the 
translation help of  Troop, recalls 
that he was escaping from “not 

being able to continue work as 
a musician, as a music teacher, 
and as a professional performing 
musician.”

“The political situation had us 
cornered — backed into a corner 
since we were not sympathetic 
with their cause, we were not 
allied with them politically,” he 
continues.

“I had my own private music 
school,” he says, “and in 2011, 
when the Venezuelan economy 
started to tank, I realized it was 
no longer sustainable to work in 
musical education, so in 2012 I 
had to close the school’s doors” 
and leave.

Most of  Bellorìn’s family 
is in the U.S.; some remain in 
Venezuela.

The duo’s focus during their 
March 1 visit to Next Stage is on 
social justice in both music and 
narrative.

“Deeply embedded in our 
story,” says Troop, “are the paths 
that brought us together.”

He thinks “the most profound 
social justice can be expression 
of  joy within a situation where 
people from different cultures, 
from different walks of  life are 
merging.”

“We’re hoping our show is 
like medicine,” he says. “A very 
strong component of  it is healing 
music; there’s also storytelling so 
people can share the context of  
the songs we’re playing — many 
of  which have a profound social 
justice message.

“And there’s a dance party at 
the end,” he continues. “Get peo-
ple up and dancing!”

Dancing can lift spirits in tough 
times, Troop asserts, noting that 
Bellorìn’s case for asylum, first 
presented to officials six years 
ago, has not advanced.

“It’s unlikely it’s ever going 
to get reviewed because they’re 
processing recent arrivals first” 
in what’s prevailed recently as 
a “last in-first-out” approach. 
There are so many that [immigra-
tion services] can’t keep up with 
the paperwork and they are un-
derstaffed. Larry’s in a perpetual 
holding pattern like hundreds of  
thousands of  others.”

About his recent reunion with 
his first calling — music — and 
about being in America, Bellorìn 
says he feels like he “now [has] 
the opportunity to share all the 
talent God gave me with the 
world.”

“It’s a relief  to return to the 
artist I’ve always had inside me,” 
he says. “I was paused for so 
many years that that artist was 
dying.”

Larry & Joe, who toured for 
200 days last year and this year, 
are on the road for six months, “to 
humanize the story of  the grow-
ing numbers of  people forced 
out of  their home countries due 
to a variety of  factors that make 
life impossible,” according to a 
WWAC media release.

WWAC Admin i s t ra t ive 
Director Susan Healy said they 
received a Vermont Humanities 
grant “enabling us to bring 
the humanities into our com-
munity  through partner-
ships with other nonprofits: 
Next Stage Arts, Community 
Asylum Seekers Project, and 
Bratt leboro Development 
Credit Corporation’s Welcoming 
Communities.”

Planning the event, Healy re-
called, began in September.

“The focus on asylum seek-
ers and immigrants was signifi-
cant, but not as intense [then] as 
now,” he says. “It is essential to 
counter the vitriol and tension 
with humanity. What better way 
to do that than through music?”

Shining a light on 
seeking asylum

A post-concert question-and-
answer session on the current 

status of  asylum seekers, refu-
gees, and immigration policy in 
the U.S. and Vermont will be led 
by Liv Berelson, executive di-
rector of  Community Asylum 
Seekers Project (caspvt.org) in 
Brattleboro.

According to the Immigration 
Research Initiative (immresearch.
org), Vermont is ranked sixth 
highest in the nation in terms of  
welcoming and offering assistance 
to refugees and asylum seekers. 
This stance has benefitted hun-
dreds statewide.

Locally, according to Francie 
Marbury, a volunteer with CASP, 
19 asylum seekers are working 
with the nonprofit, with a new 
client expected to arrive within 
the next month and four children 
expected to be reunited with their 
parents soon.

Those being served by other 
resettlement initiatives, such as 
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church’s 
refugee ministry, add dozens more 
in our region alone who benefit 
from such assistance and guid-
ance — some asylum seekers, oth-
ers refugees. (Distinctions among 
the terms “refugee,” “migrant,” 
and “asylum seeker” can be found 
online at amnesty.org.)

CASP is a social justice and 
immigrant activist organization 
committed, according to its web-
site, to welcoming asylum seek-
ers from Afghanistan and around 
the world.

“A group of  community mem-
bers,” it states, “has been trying 
to make sure that the county will 
be a place where immigrants of  
all backgrounds can live without 
fear of  being targeted because 
of  their perceived immigration 
status.”

According to the agency, “We 
seek to cultivate a supportive 
community for those seeking asy-
lum in the U.S., while offering ba-
sic needs and accompanying them 
on their journey towards building 
a life in southern Vermont.”

Finding such a new life has not 
been easy of  late.

The CASP website notes the 
organization’s work now aims 
to address “the need for ex-
tended support of  our asylum-
seeking guests, who must now 
wait double the time — a full 
year — to become eligible for a 
work permit” and “the need for 
renewed support for asylum-
seekers who had received a work 

permit two years ago [but whose] 
renewal is taking longer than the 
180 days that the United States 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services promises.”

Larry & Joe’s performance, as 
stated on the WWAC website, is 
part of  the organization’s focus 
in March on immigration and 
asylum, a series that includes a 
Thursday, March 21 lecture on 
“Migration from the Northern 
Triangle,” with Sarah Osten, 
Ph.D., associate professor of  
Latin American History at the 
University of  Vermont.

For more information on the 
programs and mission of  WWAC, 
visit windhamworldaffairscouncil.
org.

Suggested donation for the event 
on Friday, March 1 is $20; though 
WWAC policy is to make all events 
accessible to all regardless of  abil-
ity to pay. All students will be ad-
mitted free. To reserve seats, visit 
Latingrass.eventbrite.com.

T h e  Ve r m o n t  R i v e r 
Conservancy will offer free, 
river-themed poetry work-
shops throughout Windham 
County this March and April. 
Workshops will be held at the 
following locations:

• Wednesday, March 6: 
Putney Public Library, 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m.

•  Thursday,  March 7: 
Rockingham Free Public 
Library, 3 to 5 p.m.

• Monday, March 18: South 
Londonderry Free Library, 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

• Tuesdays, March 26 – April 
23: Brooks Memorial Library, 
Brattleboro, 12 to 2 p.m.

• Thursday, April 11: Dover 
Free Library, noon to 2 p.m.

“In Vermont, we know that 
rivers, like people — like com-
munities — are complex,” or-
ganizers said in a new release. 
“Calm pools, churning riffles. 
Steady periods of  baseflow, 
floods that inspire awe and 
grief. Meanders, bends, sandy 
shores and rocky ones, flood-
plain forests, peaceful coves, 

rushing waters and trickling 
streams. Rivers are places to 
wander solo and to gather, to 
process and to play, to think 
and to empty our minds, to 
steady ourselves, and to em-
brace change.”

With these themes in mind, 
the Conservancy put together 
this five-week workshop series 
around Windham Counry “to 
create space for connections 
with nuance and depth — both 
within our community of  read-
ers and writers, and between us 
and our riverlands.”

Participants will read pieces 
from diverse styles, cultures, 
and time periods, including 
many from Vermont. After 
sharing the reflections that 
these poems provoke, and talk-
ing through the poetic craft 
moves that make them tick, 
participants will then set off  
to write and see what might 
be discovered in the process.

For more information and to 
sign up, visit bit.ly/754-river. 
Walk-ins are also welcome.

Vermont River Conservancy 
hosts river-themed poetry 
workshops around region 
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Dine In
Live Music
Online Ordering for
Take Out / Delivery.

Free delivery 
in downtown area!

latchispub.com

Art 
Gift Certificates
Adult + Children + Teen   
Studio, Printmaking, 
Painting, Art Camp and 
more!

rivergalleryschool.org   Register online or call 802-257-1577

Classes+ 
Workshops 

JOIN US ON SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 
at the Bellows Falls Opera House 

for a special screening of 

IN THE WHALE 
and Q&A with the filmmaker.

Film starts at 7:00 pm. Doors open at 6:15pm.

Tickets can be purchased at the door, 
or online. Scan the QR code or visit 
rebrand.ly/inthewhale/tickets

Wednesday, March 6 from 6:00–7:30 PM 
Brooks Memorial Library 

(snow date: Tuesday, March 19) 
This event is free, and all are invited. 

Panelists with varied perspectives will discuss a wide range 
of issues —from farming to the law to hunting— 

related to the practice of compassion toward animals,  and 
how this compassion might play a role in our everyday lives. 

Panelists:
pattrice jones, VINE Sanctuary 
Dr. Sue Kelly, Spruce Mountain Veterinary Acupuncture 
Lisa Jablow, Protect Our Wildlife 
Bella O’Connor, Vermont Law School 
Moderator: Lindsey Britt 

Cosponsored by the Windham County Humane Society

Compassionate Brattleboro presents 
a Community Conversation... 

Compassion for (nonhuman) Animals 

 Watercolor exhibit 
celebrates edible delights 
 ‘Yum!,’ at Brooks Memorial Library, features 
the work of six area artists portraying food  
 By Alyssa Grosso
  The Commons

   BR AT T L E B O RO —
During March and April, 
Brooks Memorial Library 
hosts “Yum!,” an exhibit 

of  watercolors that portray food 
by the local group Art Among 
Friends.

 Art Among Friends is a group 
of  six local artists: Connie Evans, 
Alice Freeman, Kathy Greve, 
Laurie Klenkel, Louise Zak, and 
Lynn Zimmerman. This creative 
group met online during the pan-
demic to create not only art but 
also strong friendships.

According to a news release, 
the 15 pieces on display in this 
show “celebrate edible delights 
— from mousse to macarons, pa-
ella to potato chips, shortcake to 
strawberries.”

The paintings were scanned 
and enlarged before printing large 
posters that will be displayed on 

panels above the Main Reading 
Room.

Prior to this show, Art Among 
Friends had a show at the Crowell 
Gallery in 2022, and another 
show, “Bloom!,” at Brooks 
Memorial Library in April 2023.

The members of  Art Among 
Friends choose a theme and a title 
for these shows usually by meet-
ing for lunch and brainstorming 
as a group.

“The library loved it, and lots 
of  people commented and what-
not, so we decided to do it again,” 
Evans stated. “I think we prob-
ably will make it an annual thing.”

The group is planning another 
show at the Crowell Gallery in 
June, where a reception will be 
held Saturday, June 8, at 1 p.m.

 A colorful canvas 
and community 

“I started this group back a 
few years before the pandemic, 
because I’ve wanted to make art 

with people — I really enjoy be-
ing with other people while I’m 
using my hands and my eyes,” 
Alice Freeman said.

Freeman explained that the 
group is socially sustaining and 
also provides support and within 
this community they have cre-
ated. They gather “probably once 
a month” for lunch and individ-
ually share connections with one 
another, she said.

“I rely on this group for cri-
tique and support,” Freeman 
explained.

She explained why they choose 
watercolor painting as their form 
of  art.

“It’s the unexpectedness of  
it,” Freeman said. “I also love 
the light coming through it, and 
the layers on it, but mostly it’s the 
fact that it’s hard to control and 
a lot of  artists consider it to be 
very challenging and hard to do.”

Freeman also noted one advan-
tage of  watercolor: its portability.

“You can go almost anywhere 
with a little box of  watercolors, 
a � ask of  water, and your brush 
and paper,” she said. “That’s all 
you need.”

 Finding the 
art in life 

For anyone looking to start this 
genre of  art, Evans has a bit of  
advice: Just stick with it.

She explained that even in their 
group of  six, so many styles have 
emerged. “It’s really fun to see 
other people’s styles develop-
ing,” she said.

Evans acknowledged that wa-
tercolor art does require a lot of  
learning techniques and prac-
tice and thinks “it’s helpful to 
have somebody who knows what 
they’re doing guiding you at the 
beginning.”

There are also resources online 
for people looking to begin this 
new art journey.

“Don’t beat yourself  up about 
what you think you can do. There 
is not just one way to paint.” 
Evans explained.

“Since I started painting, I see 
the world differently. I see the 
colors; I see the incredible grada-
tions in colors. I see details ,and 
I see shapes and all that in a way 
that I never did before. And that 
inspires me to want to capture 
all that stuff  that I’m seeing,” 
Evans said.

“I just love to paint, I love the 
color... and I that’s why I keep do-
ing it every day.” Freeman said. 

 A reception for “Yum!” will take 
place at Brooks Memorial Library, 
224 Main St., Brattleboro, on 
Friday, March 1 at 4 p.m. The post-
ers in the exhibit, as well as origi-
nal paintings, prints, and cards will 
be available for purchase. Contact 
the Art Among Friends artists at 
ArtAmongFriends6@gmail.com . 

  COURTESY OF ART AMONG FRIENDS 

Clockwise from top left: Works by 
Alice Freeman, Laurie Klenkel, Lynn 
Zimmerman, Connie Evans, Kathy Greve, 
and Louise Zak. 

 PUTNEY—On Tuesday, 
March 12, at 6:30 p.m., Vermont 
Cartoonist Laureate Tillie 
Walden will speak at Putney 
Public Library about “Comics 
and Queerness in Vermont and 
Beyond.”

From Charles Schulz’s  Peanuts
to  Alison Bechdel’s  Fun Home , say 
organizers, “comics have been a 
part of  American culture since 
print first began.” But comics 
are no longer relegated just to 
the newspaper, and “as books like 
Maus  or  Persepolis  have proven,” 
we are currently experiencing 
a “golden age for graphic novel 
storytelling.”

What is even more exciting, 
they say, is how the comics indus-
try is currently championing nar-
ratives for all identities and ages.

Those attending the talk 
can explore process and power 
through visual narrative and 
learn why comics are relevant. 
Walden presents a look at the in-
tersection of  indie comics with 
queer identity through her many 
graphic novels — including sci-
ence � ction, memoir, and histori-
cal retelling.

Walden’s published works 

include  Spinning  ,   Are You 
Listening? ,  On a Sunbeam , and 
Clementine .

This talk is part of  the Vermont 
Reads program. Since 2003, 
Vermont Humanities Council 
has invited students, adults, and 
seniors across the state to read 
the same book and participate in 
a variety of  community activi-
ties related to the book’s themes.

Over 200 different Vermont 
towns, cities, and villages have 
participated in Vermont Reads 
to date.

The 2024 Vermont Reads book 
is  Last Night at the Telegraph Club , 
by Melinda Ho, and explores 
themes of  self-acceptance, famil-
ial and cultural ties, U.S./China 
relations, LGBTQ+ and femi-
nist history, McCarthyism and 
xenophobia, music of  the 1940s 
and ’50s, and the Asian American 
experience, among others.

Copies of  this book are avail-
able for checkout at the Putney 
Library. This talk is free, and the 
space is accessible to those with 
disabilities. All ages welcome. For 
more information, contact Putney 
Public Library at 802-387-4407 
or  julia@putneylibrary.org . 

special section for
CONTACT AN AD REP!

lori@commonsnews.org
nancy@commonsnews.org

1-888-511-5150

SUMMER CAMPS
This section runs twice a month 

from March through June.

Let us help you fill registrations!

THIS 
SPACE
FOR RENT

You, and some 20,000 

other readers, are 

looking at Windham 

County’s best ad-

vertising value. To 

promote your busi-

ness in the next issue 

of The Commons, 

call us at (802) 246-

6397 or e-mail ads@

commonsnews.org.
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(Of course you do! You’re from Windham County!)

Got something on your mind? Send contribu-
tions to our Letters from Readers section (500 
words or fewer strongly recommended) to 
voices@commonsnews.org; the deadline is 
Friday to be considered for next week’s paper. 
When space is an issue, we give priority to words 

that have not yet appeared elsewhere.

 Library talk 
examines ‘Comics 
and Queerness in 
Vermont and Beyond’  



L E T T E R S  F R O M  R E A D E R S

Annual elections 
take place March 5

 Wilmington

   FOR THE SECOND YEAR  in 
a row, the Wilmington 
Selectboard has put 
before the voters at 

Town Meeting a choice to do 
away with in-person Town 
Meeting and go completely to 
Australian ballot.

 What was the vote last year, 
you ask? In favor of  cancel-
ling town meetings? No one. 
In favor of  keeping Town 
Meetings? Everyone in the 
room.

The Board asked us to make 
a decision, and we did but I 
guess the Board believes that 
they don’t need to listen to 
what voters overwhelmingly 
said.

I think everyone agrees that 
more people at Town Meeting 
would be a good thing. But 
from there, opinions on what 
should happen diverge.

The Selectboard seems to 
believe that there is little or 
no worth to the meeting, so 
let’s throw it out. I think there 
is great worth and that we 
should put e� ort into revital-
izing it.

Here are my reasons:
• It is really the only time 

that voters can directly intro-
duce something, discuss it, 
vote on it right then and, if  
passed, have it happen. Yes, 
we can go to meetings and 
hearings and give input, but 
the Selectboard is not obli-
gated to do what the voters 
want. A Town Meeting is di-
rect democracy in action. That 

is something to preserve and 
� ght for.

• Now more than ever, we 
need times when we get to-
gether, face-to-face, and dis-
cuss di� ering opinions in 
respectful ways. As even 
board members now Zoom in, 
those times are sadly lacking. 
When you sit next to some-
one at Town Meeting or eat 
lunch together, you see them 
as a person: People of  all ages, 
economic levels, professions, 
and points of  view are there 
and interacting.

It doesn’t matter how long 
you’ve lived here — your 
opinion is counted with your 
vote. A bene� t of  small-town 
living is you may not agree 
with your neighbors but you 
know and appreciate them. 
There is great value in that.

• Town Meeting is also 
a place for learning. I have 
learned a lot over the years 
about the budget, how dif-
ferent departments operate, 
how we spend our money, and 
what as a town we value. Our 
town is stronger if  the citi-
zens are better informed, and 
Town Meetings do that.

 B EING A CITIZEN  in a democ-
racy does take some e� ort. 
It takes being informed and 

involved — not just checking 
a box or, worse yet, not partic-
ipating at all. 

I do believe that there are 
some who truly would like to 
be there but can’t because of  
work or child care obligations, 
so this year the local child 
care center is o� ering care for 
parents who want to come to 
Town Meeting. I hope that 
helps some attend.

Sadly, I also know many 
people who don’t really care 
— who might want to get on 
the slopes or head out of  town 
for the day. They could come 
but will choose not to.

When many seem to think 
that we (the world, country, 
state, town — take your pick) 
are going to hell in a hand-
basket, Town Meeting can 
be a bright light: a time we 
get together and � gure it out, 
learn about our town govern-
ment and have a real voice, see 
friends and meet new people.

Rather than discard Town 
Meetings, let’s work to get 
more people there. It’s not 
hard — you just have to show 
up. And bring a friend!

And if  you have recently 
moved to Wilmington, it’s a 
time to participate in a signi� -
cant Vermont tradition while 
getting to know your neigh-
bors. We will all bene� t if  
you do.

Wilmington’s Town 
Meeting is on Tuesday, March 
5 at 10 a.m. at the Old School 
gym. 

NICKI STEEL
( nickisteel.com ) is a pho-
tographer who focuses on 
the details of the rural 
landscape close to home. 

   Leaders will make 
towns stronger, 
more inclusive, 
and more vibrant 

  For local Selectboards, I recom-
mend that Brattleboro resi-

dents vote for Oscar Heller and 
Richard Davis, that Putney resi-
dents vote for Aileen Chute, that 
Guilford residents vote for Zon 
Eastes and Chip Carter, and that 
Vernon residents vote for Thomas 
Guerino and Jim Pinkerton.

 For WSESD school board, I 
recommend Brian Remer from 
Guilford.

For the Brattleboro Selectboard, 
I plan to vote for Oscar Heller, who 
is running for a three-year seat. At 
age 35, he brings fresh energy and 
perspective to town government. 
I am impressed with his energy to 
protect us from future � oods and 
his ambition to support the creation 
of  a� ordable housing.

With Ian Goodnow, chair of  the 
Selectboard, having announced he 
will not seek re-election, the town 
needs representation of  his and 
Oscar’s generation on the board. 
Oscar has served in leadership roles 
for years on the town � nance com-
mittee, energy committee, and 
Representative Town Meeting, and 
he will bring commitment to the 
Selectboard.

I also plan to vote for Richard 
Davis, a retired nurse and admin-
istrator running for a one-year seat 
on the Selectboard. Richard has 
been an amazing force in the com-
munity for many years, and you are 
likely familiar with his column in 
the  Brattleboro Reformer .

His work achievements speak 
for themselves: He has prioritized 
public and community health, and 
meeting the basic needs of  our 
neighbors in need. I am excited to 
see his name on the ballot.

In Guilford, voters should re-
elect Zon Eastes, and elect Fred 
“Chip” Carter for Selectboard. 
Residents of  Brattleboro, 
Dummerston, and Putney should 
all vote for Brian Remer in the 
WSESD school board election.

Zon Eastes has proven to be 
an honest and hard-working 
Selectboard chair for the past two 
years. He is willing to hear other 
views when they are presented civ-
illy and makes time for residents to 
talk with him.

Chip Carter has a track record of  
volunteer service, including with 
Guilford Cares.

Brian Remer, a Guilford candi-
date for the WSESD school board, 
and a recently retired educator and 
facilitator, has a reputation for his 
thoughtful and collaborative ap-
proach. He will serve the young 
people of  our towns well.

Voters in Putney should re-elect 
Aileen Chute to the Selectboard. 
In this role she has supported the 
creation of  housing in Putney 
— a critical need throughout 
Vermont. She also has helped revive 
the town’s Equity and Inclusion 
Advisory Committee and is an ally 
to the LGBTQI+ community. She 
is the kind of  leader our towns 
need.

In Vernon, Thomas Guerino and 
Jim Pinkerton, community-focused 
candidates for Selectboard, have 
proven their abilities to help tran-
sition Vernon to a post–Vermont 
Yankee reality. The Vernon School 
Board is still searching for people to 
� ll a vacant seat.

Let’s come together as commu-
nities this coming Tuesday, Town 
Meeting Day, to support these lead-
ers who are committed to making 
our towns stronger, more inclusive, 
and more vibrant places to live. 

 Isaac Evans-Frantz 
 Brattleboro 

     Case: A civic-
minded, effi cient 
organizer 

  I am voting for Peter Case to serve 
another year on the Brattleboro 

Selectboard. He has served this 
town for as long as I can remem-
ber. Always a civic-minded citi-
zen, he has served on a number of  
boards, most notably the Boys and 
Girls Club.

 Always an e�  cient organizer, 
Peter Case is a good listener and has 
always considered all sides of  an is-
sue. When faced with a di�  cult de-
cision, he will, cogently and calmly, 
state his position.

He works hard. He is smart. 
He owns an anchor business in 
downtown Brattleboro. I encour-
age voters to return him to the 
Selectboard. 

 Gorty Baldwin 
 Brattleboro 

     Case: ‘I trust 
this guy’ 

  I support Peter Case for a three-
year term on the Brattleboro 

Selectboard. I’m not a resident, but 
Peter has convinced me to keep my 
business in Brattleboro rather than 
moving somewhere else in the state.

 How? By being an optimis-
tic, positive in� uence on the town 
and, in particular, the downtown 
area, where he has recently invested 
his own money in a 100-year-old 
business.

Peter has a knack for listening to 
all of  the stories and then sorting 
the loud ones from the majority be-
fore forming an opinion. And that 
opinion is negotiable whenever bet-
ter information comes to light, no 
matter how hard that might be.

I trust this guy to represent all 
of  Brattleboro’s residents and busi-
nesses when stakes are high and pa-
tience is thin. 

 Don Cuerdon 
 Putney 

     Reis: Compassion 
is at the core 
of her being 

  I have known Jaki Reis for about 
40 years. While we share about 

90% of  our political views, we 
don’t agree on every issue. But she 
always listens to what people have 
to say and has solid reasons for her 
views. So this is an endorsement 
based on her character and experi-
ence, not speci� c issues.

 Jaki has a cornucopia of  skills 
and experience from the variety of  
� elds she has worked in: parale-
gal, bookkeeper, and assistant o�  ce 
manager for New York law � rms; 
real estate broker; housing quality 
inspector for insurance companies.

She has worked for the 
Brattleboro assessors’ o�  ce; for the 
U.S. Census Bureau; for the cham-
ber of  commerce; as a Cruise Ship 
performer; as a pre-school teacher, 
including one-on-one with a special 
needs child; as a community vol-
unteer; as a � lm festival organizer; 
as movie and hotel administrator 
at the Latchis; as a rental building 
owner and manager.

She did all this starting as a sin-
gle mother on welfare in New York 
City.

Jaki is scrupulously honest and 
has the utmost integrity. She is 
strong and very capable, but she is 
willing to change her views based 
on new information, and she does 
so without hesitation. She listens, 
has a real thirst for knowledge, and 
cares about fairness for everyone.

She is a tireless proponent of  
safe, healthy, loving environments 
for children. She studied childhood 
development and counseling.

Jaki is extremely responsible and 
not interested in getting credit for 
what she does. Not that she is mod-
est — she knows her abilities, but 
she doesn’t care if  others notice and 

she often does not get the credit 
that she deserves.

Here are just a couple of  things 
that show what kind of  person 
she is.

When Covid hit, Jaki, some oth-
ers, and I volunteered to make de-
liveries for Nicole Reisman, who 
o� ered free meals to anyone who 
needed them. This made it possible 
for Nicole’s Community Kitchen 
to expand.

As the need and production in-
creased, so did the problems and 
confusion. So we took over the lo-
gistics of  delivery, � nding drivers, 
organizing their routes, and set-
ting up feedback channels to � x 
mistakes.

Jaki’s keen insight into details 
made this a very e�  cient and pro-
ductive process, and Nicole ended 
up being able to feed hundreds of  
people over many months. Then 
Everyone Eats had us repeat the 
same system for a Thanksgiving 
meal that year. When Jaki takes on 
a job she commits to it fully.

And a minor personal story.
Her daughter left a traumatized 

rescue cat, named Rabbit, with 
her 12 years ago. Rabbit trusted no 
one and responded to any atten-
tion with defensive violence. It took 
years for her to mellow and occa-
sionally let people pet her. Rabbit 
started sitting on Jaki’s lap when 
she was safe, so to speak, but she 
never lost her feral ways.

Jaki had to replace several 
couches and rugs she ruined. She 
complained some, but kept car-
ing for Rabbit lovingly during this 
whole time, until she died a little 
while ago. She did so not because 
she was a “crazy cat lady,” but be-
cause she had taken on the respon-
sibility for a living creature and 
committed to giving Rabbit the 
best life she could manage.

Compassion is at the core of  
Jaki’s being, but not something she 
brings attention to.

Jaki is an unusual person, even 
by Brattleboro standards: smart, 
hard-working, dedicated, and 
thoughtful. She knows how to work 
collaboratively, and knows how to 
tap resources to get the info needed 
for a project.

She is my ex-wife, and I 
wholeheartedly support her for 
Selectboard. 

 Tony Duncan 
 Brattleboro 

     Candidate 
statement: Peter 
‘Fish’ Case 

  Here are a few things that I 
haven’t worked into a con-

versation or debate, and I feel you 
should all know prior to voting on 
Tuesday, March 5. Something you 
already know; I’m running for a 
three-year seat for Selectboard — 
but why?

 Brattleboro doesn’t just serve 
Brattleboro. As Windham County’s 
largest town, we serve as a land-
ing point for the other communi-
ties that surround us: Wilmington, 
West Dover, Hinsdale, Guilford, 
Putney, Dummerston, West 
Chester� eld, New Hampshire, and 
Marlboro, just to name a few.

These are people who don’t get 
a vote but do utilize what this great 
community has to o� er, and it’s 
important to know how they use 
Brattleboro. So it shouldn’t surprise 
anyone that I take their opinion to 
heart when making decisions about 
our municipality.

These people do help shape our 
town when they shop or take part 
in the services we o� er; they also 
help shape the narratives and make 
decisions based on those narratives.

They help drive our economy 
and, in turn, they allow us to grow. 
As a downtown business owner, I 
have a newfound respect for that 
and, in turn, want to work with our 
downtown organizations to help 

 V I E W P O I N T 

 We should put e� ort into 
revitalizing Wilmington’s 
Town Meeting 
 A Town Meeting is direct 
democracy in action. That is 
something to preserve and fi ght for.  

make that process shine.
Another point I would like to 

make? The single-issue. There is 
no single issue — I’ve never run 
on one.

I’m here to listen to all the is-
sues and want to work with the 
other four board members to � nd a 
good and equitable solution when 
it comes to whatever is presented 
to us.

I like to joke around and say that 
I’m 20% of  a mayor, which means 
that I need two other board mem-
bers to agree with me. So if  I were 
a single-issue candidate, it would 
hurt that ability and, in turn, it 
would hurt us.

We need a candidate that has 
been serving this community for 
years, a candidate who truly under-
stands and hears the voices in our 
downtown while recognizing that 
commerce and community don’t 
just exist on Main Street. A candi-
date that knows who to call to get 
things done and who is not afraid to 
make the call.

I feel that through my 30-plus 
years of  experience in dealing with 
Brattleboro during its highest highs 
and lowest lows leaves little for the 
imagination, I’ve always been there 
to lend a hand. I’m someone who 
can get it done!

If  you see � t to re-elect me, 
this time for a three-year seat, you 
can expect me to do the work that 
keeps Brattleboro a wonderful 
place to live. 

 Peter “Fish” Case 
 Brattleboro 

     Case and 
Reichsman: They 
see the human 
side of issues 

  Peter “Fish” Case, who is seek-
ing a three-year term on the 

Brattleboro Selectboard, has been 
a strong supporter of  this commu-
nity for decades. He has been here 
for Brattleboro during celebrations 
and challenges. He is always willing 
to step up and do what is necessary, 
all the while maintaining his sense 
of  humor.

 Peter has an eagerness to learn 
rarely seen in politics these days. 
He will change his mind when pre-
sented with evidence contrary to 
his initial opinions. This is all but 
extinct in the wilderness outside 
our very local democracy.

Finally, he is both forthright and 
compassionate. As the saying goes, 
“Honesty without compassion is 
cruelty.” Peter is a deeply kind and 
caring individual. I strive to live up 
to his example. I am so glad he is 
willing to continue to work on our 
behalf.

I am grateful that Franz 
Reichsman is willing to serve for 
another year on the Brattleboro 
Selectboard for three reasons: 1) 
He brings a meticulous analytic ap-
proach to decision making; 2) He 
has the humility to serve quietly 
and do the hard work necessary to 
understand complex issues; and, 
3) Although a genuinely nice per-
son, he is willing to take a stand to 
do what he believes is right. I know 
these things from observation of  
his many years of  service in the 
Representative Town Meeting and 
his � rst year on the Selectboard.

The � rst time he ran for the 
board I voted for him based on his 
service to the Representative Town 
Meeting Finance Committee. The 
amount of  work necessary to bal-
ance the town’s desires with the 
town’s means is immense. It was 
enough for me that he was willing 
to do this work for years and could 
present the results clearly.

In his � rst year on the 

Selectboard I have seen that he 
can contribute far more. He has 
demonstrated the ability to work 
through controversy, to see the hu-
man side to matters of  dollars and 
cents, and to participate whole-
heartedly and respectfully in our 
town government. 

 Tom Franks 
 Brattleboro 

     Case: Measured 
and thoughtful 

  I t is with great enthusiasm that 
I support the candidacy of  Pete 

Case for a three-year term on the 
Brattleboro Selectboard. Pete 
has demonstrated during his � rst 
term that he is a measured and 
thoughtful representative of  the 
many voices of  the residents of  
Brattleboro and their diverse con-
cerns. I know Pete to be a critical 
thinker, a terri� c listener, and a true 
champion of  all things Brattleboro. 
I strongly believe that the town 
would bene� t greatly from three 
more years of  his participation on 
the Selectboard.

 Nancy Frye 
 Brattleboro 

     Case: Not just 
a talker — a 
listener, a thinker, 
and an answerer 

  I appreciate and endorse Peter 
Case for reelection to the 

Selectboard for a three-year term.
 Peter isn’t your typical 

Selectboard member — he’s not a 
typical anything, frankly, and we 
need more of  that in this town.

Peter is not afraid to say the 
things many of  us are thinking, and 
he’s been saying them for over 30 
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years now. He’s not just a talker, ei-
ther — he’s a listener, a thinker, and 
an answerer. If  you don’t believe 
me, just ask him!

I encourage you to cast your vote 
for Fish. He loves being a part of  
this town, and he goes to bat for all 
of  us! 

 WHETSTONE BRANDS 
 Brattleboro 

 David Hiler 

     Case: Dedicated, 
thoughtful, 
well-informed 

  As a resident and active mem-
ber of  the community, I’m 

proud to stand behind Peter Case’s 
candidacy for a three-year term on 
the Brattleboro Selectboard.

 Peter has shown he is dedicated 
to our community, thoughtful, and 
well-informed. We have witnessed 
his service and ability to address 
challenges head on.

I have every con� dence in Peter 
Case’s ability to help the town meet 
the complicated and demanding is-
sues it faces. He is committed to 
making Brattleboro an even better 
place to live. 

 Maggie Lewis 
 Brattleboro 

     Case: A voice 
for all people 

  As a teacher in town, I usu-
ally eschew airing my po-

litical beliefs to the community for 
obvious reasons. Usually there are 
vested interests skewing the en-
dorsements or, at the worst, oc-
casions of  mud-slinging against 
people who don’t align with one’s 
own political ideologies.

 I would like to purposefully put 
my “o�  the record” practices aside 
to proudly endorse a candidate run-
ning for a seat on the Brattleboro 
Selectboard: Peter “Fish” Case.

I have had the pleasure of  per-
sonally knowing Fish (as my neigh-
bor) here in town for the past eight 
years. He is perhaps the literal an-
swer to the problems that have been 

plaguing this community.
Regardless of  your placement 

on the political spectrum, Fish is a 
person who will � ght for you as a 
citizen of  our hometown.

He bridges the spectrum of  po-
litical bias by being an active part 
of  our community. Not only is he a 
local business owner, but he is also a 
radio personality and a writer for a 
local paper.

He constantly strives to meet 
with every member of  the com-
munity and to honestly listen to 
their queries and issues in order 
to make our town a better place. I 
could list the myriad accomplish-
ments and accolades that he could 
� aunt, but I am sure that many of  
you know what he has done for our 
town already.

The thing that I love best about 
Fish is that he never has a pre-ex-
isting opinion that will cloud his 
decisions. He makes a point to lis-
ten to everybody and give all people 
a voice.

At a critical time of  restructur-
ing in our town, this trait is a neces-
sity and a boon to the spectrum of  
di� erent members of  our commu-
nity. Whether you feel that his po-
litical ideals align with your own, I 
promise you that he will do his due 
diligence to give everyone a voice 
and � ght for all of  the people of  
Brattleboro. 

 J. Tobias Moore 
 Brattleboro 

     Case and Reis: 
experience and 
fresh, diverse 
perspectives 

  On Tuesday, March 5, 
Brattleboro voters will 

choose among � ve good candi-
dates for three Selectboard seats. I 
support two folks who I think will 
serve our town very well.

 Peter “Fish” Case is just now 
completing his � rst year on the 
board and is running for a three-
year seat. In watching his work 
this past year, I’ve found him to be 
refreshingly straightforward and 

   Remer for WSESD 
School Board 

  I ’ve known Brian for decades, 
and believe his strong set of  

personal skills and professional 
experiences make him an ideal 
candidate for the WSESD School 
Board.

 Brian cares deeply about the 
healthy development of  our chil-
dren and the larger community. 
He has taught elementary and 
middle school students, coordi-
nated Vermont’s youth suicide 
prevention initiative, served on a 
Youth Services Diversion Board, 
and currently co-leads an inter-
faith youth group focusing on 
peer support and community ser-
vice. It includes young refugees 
new to Vermont.

Brian has also designed and led 
interactive courses on leadership, 
supervision, ethics, sexual harass-
ment, and inclusion — all issues 
relevant to WSESD school board 
members.

Brian is an experienced meet-
ing facilitator, gifted with the 
ability to help others listen re-
spectfully to each other and col-
laborate on positively addressing 
challenging and sometimes divi-
sive issues.

Elizabeth Christie, Putney
Former volunteer in both 

Guilford and Putney schools
Former Executive Director, 

Windham Child Care Association
Member, Guilford Community 

Church 
 Elizabeth Christie 

 Putney 

     Maciel, Young, 
Schibley, Leavy 
for WSESD board 

  Voters in the four WSESD 
towns have some terri� c 

choices for school directors this 
year. (Ballots are available now 
until Election Day from Town 
Clerks.)

 I hope Tim Maciel and Kelly 
Young will be elected to continue 
their work serving our children. 
They have done well pushing for 
relevant information to guide de-
cisions while sorting through the 
complexities of  the merged dis-
trict. That complexity makes 
institutional memory highly valu-
able, and takes time to accumu-
late. Our school communities 
would lose a lot if  Tim or Kelly 
were displaced.

Tim Maciel was key to � nally 
getting student voices on the 
board, and their impact is being 
felt. Tim and Deborah Stanford 
recruited applicants and inter-
viewed them for seats on the 
board, then got board approval 
for two representatives.

More than a dozen students 
had applied, so Tim and Deb 
invited those who were not se-
lected to form a Student Advisory 
Council to support their new rep-
resentatives. Thanks to Tim and 
Deborah, the SAC is becoming a 
solid force for openness and com-
munication at BUHS.

Kelly Young is the crucial heart 
of  the school board. She has a 
strong moral core and a great B.S. 
detector. She makes sure every-
one is heard and — more impor-
tantly — treated with dignity. 
Kelly is responsive where others 
are reactive.

Matt Schibley seems to have 
quickly found his footing and 
continues to ask for evidence of  
the e� ectiveness of  administrative 
decisions. He has strong commu-
nity service background and a fo-
cus on concrete actions and data.

Richard Leavy’s experiences 
represent broad sectors of  our 
communities, and his focus on 
healthy food comes at a good 
time. There has been some ef-
fort over the past two years to 
get district leadership to develop 
a proposal for an in-house food 
service with a deep focus on local 
producers.

Food Connects is ready to 
help, and Bellows Falls Union 
High School has a working model 
that actually costs less than the 
franchise model, even including 
Vermont protein sources. The 
administrators are supportive but 

have delayed it a couple times. 
Richard could bring some consis-
tency to the e� ort.

All in all, these people will 
bring stability and new perspec-
tives to the WSESD Board of  
School Directors. I hope you will 
honor them with your vote. 

 David Schoales 
 Brattleboro 

     Remer: A fi rst-
rate candidate 

  Brian Remer is a � rst-rate 
candidate for the school 

board.
 Having demonstrated an im-

peccable personal and profes-
sional commitment to the welfare 
of  young people in our commu-
nity over several decades, he will 
bring his experience as a facili-
tator and problem-solver to this 
challenging role.

Brian works tirelessly for oth-
ers and has greatly improved the 
dynamics and procedures wher-
ever he has served. 

 Marguerite Serkin 
 Guilford 

     An Ideal 
Candidate 

  P lease join me on March 5 in 
voting for Guilford’s Brian 

Remer for Windham Southeast 
School District Board. He is an 
ideal candidate.

 I have known Brian for 25 
years and have seen him in ac-
tion countless times working with 
groups, both large and small, and 
with people of  all ages. He is ab-
solutely brilliant in pulling the 
best out of  people and getting 
them to work together toward a 
common goal. He is knowledge-
able and creative; he thinks out-
side the box; he is a dedicated 
community builder. He is also lik-
able, friendly, upbeat, and has a 
great sense of  humor.

A school board requires col-
laboration, patience, sensitivity, 
listening skills, and willingness 
to make tough decisions. I can’t 
think of  anyone who would be 
a better candidate than Brian 
Remer. 

 Fred Breunig 
 Guilford 

     Remer: An expert 
at facilitating 
collaboration 
among disparate 
people 

  I am delighted to endorse Brian 
Remer for the Windham 

Southeast School District Board 
of  Directors. Brian has many 
qualities and skills that make him 
an excellent candidate to serve on 
our local school board, and we are 
lucky to have the opportunity to 
vote for him.

 As the parent of  a third grader 
at Guilford Central School, and 
having worked in our local school 
district for 15 years, I am deeply 
invested in making sure that the 
WSESD directors are committed 
to open communication, mutual 
respect, and a collaborative com-
mitment to student success.

Brian is a thoughtful, � exible, 
community-minded individual 
who is eager to devote his posi-
tive energy to improving our local 
schools. His career has revolved 
around experiential education, 
mental health advocacy, profes-
sional development, training and 
engagement, and strong collabor-
ative leadership.

He is an expert at facilitating 
collaboration among people and 
groups with disparate perspec-
tives, a skill that will be a great 
asset to the school district.

On the board, Brian will 
work tirelessly to ensure that our 
schools have the necessary re-
sources to build a positive learn-
ing environment for all students.

If  you live in Guilford, 
Brattleboro, Putney, or 
Dummerston, please join me 
in voting on March 5 for Brian 
Remer as WSESD director. I am 
con� dent that he will make a 
positive impact and work toward 
the betterment of  our local school 

district. 
 Sarah Rosow 

 Guilford 

     Letter in support 
of WSESD 
candidate 
Tim Maciel 

  In the coming weeks, we will 
be choosing several seats on 

the Windham Southeast School 
District board of  directors. One 
of  my choices will be to re-elect 
Tim Maciel.

 I was lucky to serve with Tim 
during my tenure on the board 
and I found him to be a fully-en-
gaged citizen, devoted to the fu-
ture of  every child in the district. 
In particular, he’s made it his 
personal mission to get the voices 
of  students represented directly 
at the board level. Tim’s genuine 
commitment to civic life is rare. 
Equally rare is his open-minded 
approach to new topics. When 
most of  us are set in our opin-
ions and re� exively � ght to de-
fend them, Tim is � exible and not 
dogmatic. This isn’t to say that 
he isn’t opinionated or guided 
by strong beliefs. He is. But he’s 
always been a listener and a col-
laborator. He never loses the per-
spective that people elected to 
o�  ce are public servants and that 
they are to be held to a high stan-
dard. All these traits are, again, 
rare.

His resume is also impres-
sive, with master’s and doctoral 
degrees from Harvard Graduate 
School of  Education, work with 
the Peace Corps, and extensive 
experience in higher education.

The position of  School 
Director is an increasingly thank-
less job. We’re lucky to have Tim 
willing to do it. 

 Thomas NÃla 
 Dummerston 

     Maciel, Young 
have brought 
student voices to 
the board table 

  Town Meeting Day, Tuesday, 
March 5, is election day 

for Windham Southeast School 
District School Board mem-
bers from Brattleboro, Guilford, 
Dummerston, and Putney. 
There have been candidate pro-
� les in both  The Commons  and 
the  Reformer . It is important to 
be fully informed. There are a 
multitude of  issue that the pres-
ent board has been involved with 
and that they will continue to be 
addressing.

 I fully recommend and will 
be voting for Kelly Young from 
Guilford and Tim Maciel from 
Brattleboro. They both have been 
amazing board members through-
out their terms.

Kelly and Tim have worked 
diligently overtime to improve 
our already-good schools, by lis-
tening to students, sta� , and ad-
ministrators. They recently have 
brought students’ voices to the 
board in a multitude of  ways, 
including student polls, work-
ing with active student groups, 
and having two nonvoting, but 
listened-to, student members on 
the board.

Tim, who at present sits on the 
Student Advisory Panel, has been 
involved in education his entire 
life. He loves working with stu-
dents and would like to continue 
the board’s work addressing stu-
dents’ pro� ciency scores, espe-
cially in reading and math. He 
would like to continue to work to 
ensure all our students are doing 
well academically, socially, and 
emotionally.

Kelly, the chair, is a very strong 
proponent of  education. Her 
mother was a math teacher with 
the Adult Education program, 
helping people get their GEDs. 
Kelly grew up seeing what the 
impact of  not having a good edu-
cation did to a person’s life, com-
pared to those students who were 
educated. She knows how impor-
tant having a good foundation in 
education can in� uence their lives 
in so many ways. 

 Jody Normandeau 
 Dummerston   

honest, and a clear thinker who 
weighs issues carefully.

His commitment to continue 
volunteering for Brattleboro and 
now investing in it, with his pur-
chase of  the beloved Burrows 
Specialized Sports, is a re� ection of  
the desire to be hands-on when it 
comes to our town.

Having recently served six years 
on the Selectboard, I can tell you 
that it takes a full year to even 
get your bearings with the proce-
dures and workings of  Town gov-
ernment, so I’m pleased that Pete 
was � rst elected to a one-year seat, 
where he could “try on” the role. 
Now that we’ve seen his balanced 
and honest approach, voters can 
be reassured that placing him in a 
three-year commitment is a wise 
investment.

I recommend Jaki Reis for the 
vacancy left by Pete Case. I’m simi-
larly impressed with Jaki’s commit-
ment to Brattleboro and her diverse 
experience as a teacher, a Latchis 
Hotel and Theater employee, and a 
rental housing provider and man-
ager. She and I also seem to share a 
passion for � nding practical, real-
world solutions to our housing cri-
sis in southern Vermont.

Again tapping my memories of  
what makes for a good Selectboard, 
I feel that electing Jaki, the only 
woman running this year, would 
bene� t the board greatly. I think 
getting the board back to at least 
two women would help bring more 
diverse life experience and balance 
to their decision-making.

By including Pete Case and Jaki 
Reis among your votes cast on 
March 5, you’ll help ensure that the 
new board has proven public ser-
vants, experience, and fresh, di-
verse perspectives. 

 Tim Wessel 
 Brattleboro 

     Chute: Putney 
Selectboard 
has been more 
productive than 
it has been in 
a decade 

  I ’m writing to state how im-
portant I believe it is to re-

turn Aileen Chute (Tulloch) to the 
Putney Selectboard for another 
three-year term.

 Under Aileen’s guidance as chair, 
the board has been more produc-
tive than I can recall in my decade 
of  Selectboard watching. During 
her brief  three-year tenure (two as 
chair), the board has expanded ac-
cess to its meetings, updated and 
written policies and procedures, es-
tablished an equitable procedure for 
allocating American Rescue Plan 
Act funds, held numerous public 
hearings, signed an agreement to 
purchase Cooper Field to and ex-
pand the town’s recreational facili-
ties, solicited a risk assessment of  
the � re department, and approved a 
new town plan.

The coming years will pres-
ent even more challenges as the 
Selectboard begins to implement 
the new Putney Town Plan and 
continues to grapple with the press-
ing issues of  housing, taxes, and in-
frastructure needs.

Aileen’s experience, organiza-
tional skills, deep knowledge of  
the issues, and understanding of  
town government will facilitate get-
ting this plan o�  the page and into 
reality.

In her role, Aileen displays a 
command of  a wide range of  sub-
jects, is always prepared and thor-
ough, asks insightful questions, 
treats all board and audience mem-
bers with respect, and maintains 
good order.

She is intelligent and wise with a 
sense of  humor and always respon-
sive to questions by email or phone.

Aileen knows Putney. She’s 
served both as a lister and as a 
member of  two other town com-
mittees; she is a parent, a local 
shopper, a walker of  our streets and 
trails, a library patron, and a be-
liever in Putney’s future.

At three years, Aileen has the 
most experience of  this young 
board, which will add at least one 
new member in March. There is a 
steep learning curve to becoming 
an e� ective Selectboard member — 
it takes time to learn how town gov-
ernment works.

As a committed community sup-
porter, I ask you to please vote with 
me on March 5 for the experience 
and for the thoughtful, strong, and 
knowledgeable contributions that 
Aileen will continue to make to the 
Putney Selectboard. 

 Janice Baldwin 
 Putney 

     Chute: We need 
her steady, 
thoughtful 
leadership 

  Putney Selectboard chair 
Aileen Chute is doing a fan-

tastic job for our community. She 
has earned my vote and enthusiastic 
support. With the many complex 
needs occurring in our town, state, 
country, and world right now, we 
need her steady, thoughtful leader-
ship at the front of  the room. She 
has shown up in a diplomatic, in-
telligent, levelheaded way, done the 
work, and continues to do the work 
even when it is hard. As a former 
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Selectperson, I can testify that the 
work is far more challenging than 
anyone ever expects it to be, and if  
it isn’t, you’re not doing it. She does 
all this for a paltry stipend, without 
complaint, with honesty, care, in-
tegrity, and transparency.

 I was further impressed that 
Ms. Chute cared enough to have 
thought about and created a lengthy 
platform that shares many of  the 
goals and values I see as represen-
tative of  Putney, as demonstrated 
in our town plan. Her platform 
includes that if  re-elected to the 
Selectboard, she will continue to 
encourage out-of-the-box ideas; 
explore extra revenue sources be-
yond property tax; champion gov-
ernment transparency and access; 
ensure constructive public expres-
sion; advocate for diversity, equity, 
and inclusion; seek out ways to de-
crease dependence on fossil fuels; 
promote alternative transportation; 
advocate for land-use planning that 

mitigates � ooding; and support a 
compact, mixed-use downtown and 
energy-e�  cient housing.

She is committed to supporting 
the positive e� orts of  Our Future 
Putney taskforces, working with 
state partners to develop Putney 
as a walkable and bikable commu-
nity, and working with commu-
nity partners to capture funding for 
economic development. Lastly, she 
expresses her love for Putney and 
plans to continue being an active 
community member regardless of  
re-election. 

 Laura Chapman 
 Putney 

     Candidate 
Statement: 
Aileen Chute 

  My name is Aileen Chute, and 
I am running for re-election 

to the three-year Selectboard seat 
in Putney.

 I like to joke that I am the lon-
gest-serving member of  the Putney 
Selectboard, and that is true be-
cause Putney has a young board. I 
have served on the Selectboard for 
one entire three-year term and have 
been honored with the seat of  chair 
for the last two.

A graduate of  Bryn Mawr 
College, much of  my professional 
career has been in IT. My husband 
and I also built and operated a suc-
cessful diversi� ed family farm that 
featured PYO blueberries, broilers, 
vegetables, and maple syrup in the 
small rural town of  Washington, 
New Hampshire. I know how to 
run a business, I know how to run 
a farm, and I am not afraid of  dirty, 
tedious work.

In addition to serving on the 
Selectboard, I have been a Lister, a 
Planning Commissioner, and chair 
of  the Energy Committee for the 
town of  Putney. I currently work in 
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years now. He’s not just a talker, ei-
ther — he’s a listener, a thinker, and 
an answerer. If  you don’t believe 
me, just ask him!

I encourage you to cast your vote 
for Fish. He loves being a part of  
this town, and he goes to bat for all 
of  us! 

 WHETSTONE BRANDS 
 Brattleboro 

 David Hiler 

     Case: Dedicated, 
thoughtful, 
     Case: Dedicated, 
thoughtful, 
     Case: Dedicated, 

well-informed 
thoughtful, 
well-informed 
thoughtful, 

  As a resident and active mem-
ber of  the community, I’m 

proud to stand behind Peter Case’s 
candidacy for a three-year term on 
the Brattleboro Selectboard.

 Peter has shown he is dedicated 
to our community, thoughtful, and 
well-informed. We have witnessed 
his service and ability to address 
challenges head on.

I have every con� dence in Peter 
Case’s ability to help the town meet 
the complicated and demanding is-
sues it faces. He is committed to 
making Brattleboro an even better 
place to live. 

 Maggie Lewis 
 Brattleboro 

     Case: A voice 
for all people 

  As a teacher in town, I usu-
ally eschew airing my po-

litical beliefs to the community for 
obvious reasons. Usually there are 
vested interests skewing the en-
dorsements or, at the worst, oc-
casions of  mud-slinging against 
people who don’t align with one’s 
own political ideologies.

 I would like to purposefully put 
my “o�  the record” practices aside 
to proudly endorse a candidate run-
ning for a seat on the Brattleboro 
Selectboard: Peter “Fish” Case.

I have had the pleasure of  per-
sonally knowing Fish (as my neigh-
bor) here in town for the past eight 
years. He is perhaps the literal an-
swer to the problems that have been 

plaguing this community.
Regardless of  your placement 

on the political spectrum, Fish is a 
person who will � ght for you as a 
citizen of  our hometown.

He bridges the spectrum of  po-
litical bias by being an active part 
of  our community. Not only is he a 
local business owner, but he is also a 
radio personality and a writer for a 
local paper.

He constantly strives to meet 
with every member of  the com-
munity and to honestly listen to 
their queries and issues in order 
to make our town a better place. I 
could list the myriad accomplish-
ments and accolades that he could 
� aunt, but I am sure that many of  
you know what he has done for our 
town already.

The thing that I love best about 
Fish is that he never has a pre-ex-
isting opinion that will cloud his 
decisions. He makes a point to lis-
ten to everybody and give all people 
a voice.

At a critical time of  restructur-
ing in our town, this trait is a neces-
sity and a boon to the spectrum of  
di� erent members of  our commu-
nity. Whether you feel that his po-
litical ideals align with your own, I 
promise you that he will do his due 
diligence to give everyone a voice 
and � ght for all of  the people of  
Brattleboro. 

 J. Tobias Moore 
 Brattleboro 

     Case and Reis: 
experience and 
fresh, diverse 
experience and 
fresh, diverse 
experience and 

perspectives 
fresh, diverse 
perspectives 
fresh, diverse 

  On Tuesday, March 5, 
Brattleboro voters will 

choose among � ve good candi-
dates for three Selectboard seats. I 
support two folks who I think will 
serve our town very well.

 Peter “Fish” Case is just now 
completing his � rst year on the 
board and is running for a three-
year seat. In watching his work 
this past year, I’ve found him to be 
refreshingly straightforward and 

   Remer for WSESD 
School Board 

  I ’ve known Brian for decades, 
and believe his strong set of  

personal skills and professional 
experiences make him an ideal 
candidate for the WSESD School 
Board.

 Brian cares deeply about the 
healthy development of  our chil-
dren and the larger community. 
He has taught elementary and 
middle school students, coordi-
nated Vermont’s youth suicide 
prevention initiative, served on a 
Youth Services Diversion Board, 
and currently co-leads an inter-
faith youth group focusing on 
peer support and community ser-
vice. It includes young refugees 
new to Vermont.

Brian has also designed and led 
interactive courses on leadership, 
supervision, ethics, sexual harass-
ment, and inclusion — all issues 
relevant to WSESD school board 
members.

Brian is an experienced meet-
ing facilitator, gifted with the 
ability to help others listen re-
spectfully to each other and col-
laborate on positively addressing 
challenging and sometimes divi-
sive issues.

Elizabeth Christie, Putney
Former volunteer in both 

Guilford and Putney schools
Former Executive Director, 

Windham Child Care Association
Member, Guilford Community 

Church 
 Elizabeth Christie 

 Putney 

     Maciel, Young, 
Schibley, Leavy 
     Maciel, Young, 
Schibley, Leavy 
     Maciel, Young, 

for WSESD board 
Schibley, Leavy 
for WSESD board 
Schibley, Leavy 

  Voters in the four WSESD   Voters in the four WSESD   V towns have some terri� c   V towns have some terri� c   V
choices for school directors this 
year. (Ballots are available now 
until Election Day from Town 
Clerks.)

 I hope Tim Maciel and Kelly 
Young will be elected to continue 
their work serving our children. 
They have done well pushing for 
relevant information to guide de-
cisions while sorting through the 
complexities of  the merged dis-
trict. That complexity makes 
institutional memory highly valu-
able, and takes time to accumu-
late. Our school communities 
would lose a lot if  Tim or Kelly 
were displaced.

Tim Maciel was key to � nally 
getting student voices on the 
board, and their impact is being 
felt. Tim and Deborah Stanford 
recruited applicants and inter-
viewed them for seats on the 
board, then got board approval 
for two representatives.

More than a dozen students 
had applied, so Tim and Deb 
invited those who were not se-
lected to form a Student Advisory 
Council to support their new rep-
resentatives. Thanks to Tim and 
Deborah, the SAC is becoming a 
solid force for openness and com-
munication at BUHS.

Kelly Young is the crucial heart 
of  the school board. She has a 
strong moral core and a great B.S. 
detector. She makes sure every-
one is heard and — more impor-
tantly — treated with dignity. 
Kelly is responsive where others 
are reactive.

Matt Schibley seems to have 
quickly found his footing and 
continues to ask for evidence of  
the e� ectiveness of  administrative 
decisions. He has strong commu-
nity service background and a fo-
cus on concrete actions and data.

Richard Leavy’s experiences 
represent broad sectors of  our 
communities, and his focus on 
healthy food comes at a good 
time. There has been some ef-
fort over the past two years to 
get district leadership to develop 
a proposal for an in-house food 
service with a deep focus on local 
producers.

Food Connects is ready to 
help, and Bellows Falls Union 
High School has a working model 
that actually costs less than the 
franchise model, even including 
Vermont protein sources. The 
administrators are supportive but 

have delayed it a couple times. 
Richard could bring some consis-
tency to the e� ort.

All in all, these people will 
bring stability and new perspec-
tives to the WSESD Board of  
School Directors. I hope you will 
honor them with your vote. 

 David Schoales 
 Brattleboro 

     Remer: A fi rst-
rate candidate 

  Brian Remer is a � rst-rate 
candidate for the school 

board.
 Having demonstrated an im-

peccable personal and profes-
sional commitment to the welfare 
of  young people in our commu-
nity over several decades, he will 
bring his experience as a facili-
tator and problem-solver to this 
challenging role.

Brian works tirelessly for oth-
ers and has greatly improved the 
dynamics and procedures wher-
ever he has served. 

 Marguerite Serkin 
 Guilford 

     An Ideal 
Candidate 

  P lease join me on March 5 in 
voting for Guilford’s Brian 

Remer for Windham Southeast 
School District Board. He is an 
ideal candidate.

 I have known Brian for 25 
years and have seen him in ac-
tion countless times working with 
groups, both large and small, and 
with people of  all ages. He is ab-
solutely brilliant in pulling the 
best out of  people and getting 
them to work together toward a 
common goal. He is knowledge-
able and creative; he thinks out-
side the box; he is a dedicated 
community builder. He is also lik-
able, friendly, upbeat, and has a 
great sense of  humor.

A school board requires col-
laboration, patience, sensitivity, 
listening skills, and willingness 
to make tough decisions. I can’t 
think of  anyone who would be 
a better candidate than Brian 
Remer. 

 Fred Breunig 
 Guilford 

     Remer: An expert 
at facilitating 
     Remer: An expert 
at facilitating 
     Remer: An expert 

collaboration 
at facilitating 
collaboration 
at facilitating 

among disparate 
people 
among disparate 
people 
among disparate 

  I am delighted to endorse Brian 
Remer for the Windham 

Southeast School District Board 
of  Directors. Brian has many 
qualities and skills that make him 
an excellent candidate to serve on 
our local school board, and we are 
lucky to have the opportunity to 
vote for him.

 As the parent of  a third grader 
at Guilford Central School, and 
having worked in our local school 
district for 15 years, I am deeply 
invested in making sure that the 
WSESD directors are committed 
to open communication, mutual 
respect, and a collaborative com-
mitment to student success.

Brian is a thoughtful, � exible, 
community-minded individual 
who is eager to devote his posi-
tive energy to improving our local 
schools. His career has revolved 
around experiential education, 
mental health advocacy, profes-
sional development, training and 
engagement, and strong collabor-
ative leadership.

He is an expert at facilitating 
collaboration among people and 
groups with disparate perspec-
tives, a skill that will be a great 
asset to the school district.

On the board, Brian will 
work tirelessly to ensure that our 
schools have the necessary re-
sources to build a positive learn-
ing environment for all students.

If  you live in Guilford, 
Brattleboro, Putney, or 
Dummerston, please join me 
in voting on March 5 for Brian 
Remer as WSESD director. I am 
con� dent that he will make a 
positive impact and work toward 
the betterment of  our local school 

district. 
 Sarah Rosow 

 Guilford 

     Letter in support 
of WSESD 
     Letter in support 
of WSESD 
     Letter in support 

candidate 
Tim Maciel 

  In the coming weeks, we will 
be choosing several seats on 

the Windham Southeast School 
District board of  directors. One 
of  my choices will be to re-elect 
Tim Maciel.

 I was lucky to serve with Tim 
during my tenure on the board 
and I found him to be a fully-en-
gaged citizen, devoted to the fu-
ture of  every child in the district. 
In particular, he’s made it his 
personal mission to get the voices 
of  students represented directly 
at the board level. Tim’s genuine 
commitment to civic life is rare. 
Equally rare is his open-minded 
approach to new topics. When 
most of  us are set in our opin-
ions and re� exively � ght to de-
fend them, Tim is � exible and not 
dogmatic. This isn’t to say that 
he isn’t opinionated or guided 
by strong beliefs. He is. But he’s 
always been a listener and a col-
laborator. He never loses the per-
spective that people elected to 
o�  ce are public servants and that 
they are to be held to a high stan-
dard. All these traits are, again, 
rare.

His resume is also impres-
sive, with master’s and doctoral 
degrees from Harvard Graduate 
School of  Education, work with 
the Peace Corps, and extensive 
experience in higher education.

The position of  School 
Director is an increasingly thank-
less job. We’re lucky to have Tim 
willing to do it. 

 Thomas NÃla 
 Dummerston 

     Maciel, Young 
have brought 
     Maciel, Young 
have brought 
     Maciel, Young 

student voices to 
have brought 
student voices to 
have brought 

the board table 

  Town Meeting Day, Tuesday, 
March 5, is election day 

for Windham Southeast School 
District School Board mem-
bers from Brattleboro, Guilford, 
Dummerston, and Putney. 
There have been candidate pro-
� les in both  The Commons  and The Commons  and The Commons
the  Reformer . It is important to Reformer . It is important to Reformer
be fully informed. There are a 
multitude of  issue that the pres-
ent board has been involved with 
and that they will continue to be 
addressing.

 I fully recommend and will 
be voting for Kelly Young from 
Guilford and Tim Maciel from 
Brattleboro. They both have been 
amazing board members through-
out their terms.

Kelly and Tim have worked 
diligently overtime to improve 
our already-good schools, by lis-
tening to students, sta� , and ad-
ministrators. They recently have 
brought students’ voices to the 
board in a multitude of  ways, 
including student polls, work-
ing with active student groups, 
and having two nonvoting, but 
listened-to, student members on 
the board.

Tim, who at present sits on the 
Student Advisory Panel, has been 
involved in education his entire 
life. He loves working with stu-
dents and would like to continue 
the board’s work addressing stu-
dents’ pro� ciency scores, espe-
cially in reading and math. He 
would like to continue to work to 
ensure all our students are doing 
well academically, socially, and 
emotionally.

Kelly, the chair, is a very strong 
proponent of  education. Her 
mother was a math teacher with 
the Adult Education program, 
helping people get their GEDs. 
Kelly grew up seeing what the 
impact of  not having a good edu-
cation did to a person’s life, com-
pared to those students who were 
educated. She knows how impor-
tant having a good foundation in 
education can in� uence their lives 
in so many ways. 

 Jody Normandeau 
 Dummerston   

honest, and a clear thinker who 
weighs issues carefully.

His commitment to continue 
volunteering for Brattleboro and 
now investing in it, with his pur-
chase of  the beloved Burrows 
Specialized Sports, is a re� ection of  
the desire to be hands-on when it 
comes to our town.

Having recently served six years 
on the Selectboard, I can tell you 
that it takes a full year to even 
get your bearings with the proce-
dures and workings of  Town gov-
ernment, so I’m pleased that Pete 
was � rst elected to a one-year seat, 
where he could “try on” the role. 
Now that we’ve seen his balanced 
and honest approach, voters can 
be reassured that placing him in a 
three-year commitment is a wise 
investment.

I recommend Jaki Reis for the 
vacancy left by Pete Case. I’m simi-
larly impressed with Jaki’s commit-
ment to Brattleboro and her diverse 
experience as a teacher, a Latchis 
Hotel and Theater employee, and a 
rental housing provider and man-
ager. She and I also seem to share a 
passion for � nding practical, real-
world solutions to our housing cri-
sis in southern Vermont.

Again tapping my memories of  
what makes for a good Selectboard, 
I feel that electing Jaki, the only 
woman running this year, would 
bene� t the board greatly. I think 
getting the board back to at least 
two women would help bring more 
diverse life experience and balance 
to their decision-making.

By including Pete Case and Jaki 
Reis among your votes cast on 
March 5, you’ll help ensure that the 
new board has proven public ser-
vants, experience, and fresh, di-
verse perspectives. 

 Tim Wessel 
 Brattleboro 

     Chute: Putney 
Selectboard 
     Chute: Putney 
Selectboard 
     Chute: Putney 

has been more 
productive than 
it has been in 
productive than 
it has been in 
productive than 

a decade 

  I ’m writing to state how im-
portant I believe it is to re-

turn Aileen Chute (Tulloch) to the 
Putney Selectboard for another 
three-year term.

 Under Aileen’s guidance as chair, 
the board has been more produc-
tive than I can recall in my decade 
of  Selectboard watching. During 
her brief  three-year tenure (two as 
chair), the board has expanded ac-
cess to its meetings, updated and 
written policies and procedures, es-
tablished an equitable procedure for 
allocating American Rescue Plan 
Act funds, held numerous public 
hearings, signed an agreement to 
purchase Cooper Field to and ex-
pand the town’s recreational facili-
ties, solicited a risk assessment of  
the � re department, and approved a 
new town plan.

The coming years will pres-
ent even more challenges as the 
Selectboard begins to implement 
the new Putney Town Plan and 
continues to grapple with the press-
ing issues of  housing, taxes, and in-
frastructure needs.

Aileen’s experience, organiza-
tional skills, deep knowledge of  
the issues, and understanding of  
town government will facilitate get-
ting this plan o�  the page and into 
reality.

In her role, Aileen displays a 
command of  a wide range of  sub-
jects, is always prepared and thor-
ough, asks insightful questions, 
treats all board and audience mem-
bers with respect, and maintains 
good order.

She is intelligent and wise with a 
sense of  humor and always respon-
sive to questions by email or phone.

Aileen knows Putney. She’s 
served both as a lister and as a 
member of  two other town com-
mittees; she is a parent, a local 
shopper, a walker of  our streets and 
trails, a library patron, and a be-
liever in Putney’s future.

At three years, Aileen has the 
most experience of  this young 
board, which will add at least one 
new member in March. There is a 
steep learning curve to becoming 
an e� ective Selectboard member — 
it takes time to learn how town gov-
ernment works.

As a committed community sup-
porter, I ask you to please vote with 
me on March 5 for the experience 
and for the thoughtful, strong, and 
knowledgeable contributions that 
Aileen will continue to make to the 
Putney Selectboard. 

 Janice Baldwin 
 Putney 

     Chute: We need 
her steady, 
thoughtful 
her steady, 
thoughtful 
her steady, 

leadership 
thoughtful 
leadership 
thoughtful 

  Putney Selectboard chair 
Aileen Chute is doing a fan-

tastic job for our community. She 
has earned my vote and enthusiastic 
support. With the many complex 
needs occurring in our town, state, 
country, and world right now, we 
need her steady, thoughtful leader-
ship at the front of  the room. She 
has shown up in a diplomatic, in-
telligent, levelheaded way, done the 
work, and continues to do the work 
even when it is hard. As a former 
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Selectperson, I can testify that the 
work is far more challenging than 
anyone ever expects it to be, and if  
it isn’t, you’re not doing it. She does 
all this for a paltry stipend, without 
complaint, with honesty, care, in-
tegrity, and transparency.

 I was further impressed that 
Ms. Chute cared enough to have 
thought about and created a lengthy 
platform that shares many of  the 
goals and values I see as represen-
tative of  Putney, as demonstrated 
in our town plan. Her platform 
includes that if  re-elected to the 
Selectboard, she will continue to 
encourage out-of-the-box ideas; 
explore extra revenue sources be-
yond property tax; champion gov-
ernment transparency and access; 
ensure constructive public expres-
sion; advocate for diversity, equity, 
and inclusion; seek out ways to de-
crease dependence on fossil fuels; 
promote alternative transportation; 
advocate for land-use planning that 

mitigates � ooding; and support a 
compact, mixed-use downtown and 
energy-e�  cient housing.

She is committed to supporting 
the positive e� orts of  Our Future 
Putney taskforces, working with 
state partners to develop Putney 
as a walkable and bikable commu-
nity, and working with commu-
nity partners to capture funding for 
economic development. Lastly, she 
expresses her love for Putney and 
plans to continue being an active 
community member regardless of  
re-election. 

 Laura Chapman 
 Putney 

     Candidate 
Statement: 
Aileen Chute 

  My name is Aileen Chute, and 
I am running for re-election 

to the three-year Selectboard seat 
in Putney.

 I like to joke that I am the lon-
gest-serving member of  the Putney 
Selectboard, and that is true be-
cause Putney has a young board. I 
have served on the Selectboard for 
one entire three-year term and have 
been honored with the seat of  chair 
for the last two.

A graduate of  Bryn Mawr 
College, much of  my professional 
career has been in IT. My husband 
and I also built and operated a suc-
cessful diversi� ed family farm that 
featured PYO blueberries, broilers, 
vegetables, and maple syrup in the 
small rural town of  Washington, 
New Hampshire. I know how to 
run a business, I know how to run 
a farm, and I am not afraid of  dirty, 
tedious work.

In addition to serving on the 
Selectboard, I have been a Lister, a 
Planning Commissioner, and chair 
of  the Energy Committee for the 
town of  Putney. I currently work in 
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VT State Inspections 

802-254-5411
558 Putney Rd.

BRATTLEBORO TIRE 
Locally owned for over 46 years!

TIRES & ALL UNDER CAR SERVICE

POST SEASON 
INVENTORY 
REDUCTION

ALL TIRES 
ON SALE
Now through March 31st!

Schedule 
your

preventative
maintenance

for March
and get

10% OFF

OIL change $74.95
FULL SYNTHETIC UP TO 5 QTS.
INCLUDES 30 POINT COURTESY CHECK
Fluids • Belts • Hoses • Steering • Brakes

Lights & Much More Upon Request
*($3.00 disposal fee) most cars. 
Special diesel oil & fi lter extra. 
Call for an appointment!

Last issue’s solution
“Themeless Challenger”THE HUB CROSSWORD -- "Themeless Challenger"
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ACROSS
1 Gets less cold
6 Fishes with a net

12 Wet bar?
16 New Year's

celebration
19 Online lending

pioneer
20 Loftily ranked
21 Boots from

Australia
22 New Year's __
23 1985 movie about

the Rumble in the
Jungle?

25 1988 movie about
Einstein?

27 Mercedes-__
28 Patronized, as a

diner
29 Deals with

difficulty
31 High style?
32 __ Rebellion (1841

Rhode Island
uprising)

34 Wimbledon winner
Rybakina

36 Hunting dog
38 2009 movie about

an injured
offensive lineman?

42 Fury
43 Concealed
44 Element named

after physicist
Niels

45 Aquarium buildup
49 De-crease?
51 Top of some

bottoms
52 2013 movie about

the premature end
of a pickup hoops
game?

57 Send for a second
opinion

59 What the Sons of
Liberty dumped

60 "The Orchid Thief"
author Susan

61 In its current state
62 Stick up for
64 "Johnny __: A Story

of Boston in
Revolt"

65 Fodder for a pet
guinea pig

66 1981 movie about
a wide-shouldered
fighter?

72 Google Maps tech

75 Mexican novelist
Carlos

76 Goes ballistic
80 Opera

showstopper
82 Mine hauler
83 Browser window

feature
86 General Assembly

delegate, for short
87 1957 movie about

someone who's
both loud and
brash?

89 Currency of Jordan
91 UConn coach

Auriemma
92 Thumbs-up or 100,

e.g.
93 Shade, but not

from the sun?
95 Make lovey-dovey

sounds
96 Photo __
98 1983 movie about

neon?
102 Hearty
105 Demean
106 Old Renault model
107 Laptop brand
108 App problem
110 "Do me a __..."
113 Preowned
116 With 118-Across,

1984 movie with
zero plot twists?

118 See 116-Across
121 "That's gotta hurt"
122 Biology study
123 Actor Peter
124 Twilled fabric
125 Vote against
126 "Downton Abbey"

domestic
127 Bane's nemesis
128 Belgian painter

James

DOWN
1 Golfer Karrie
2 Moisturizer

ingredient
3 Reported to the

nearest whole
number

4 Passover bread
5 __-Caps (candy)
6 Phrase of finality
7 Lush
8 Capital of the

Mughal Empire

9 Zero-visibility
blizzard

10 NHL great
Robitaille

11 "Sam & Kate"
actress Sissy

12 Poor, except in
golf

13 Fairy tale monster
14 Sampras's rival
15 Trident-shaped

letter
16 Entice
17 Get around
18 Barbershop voice
24 Journalist Ronan
26 Chocolaty spread
30 "First of all ..."
33 Massage or polish
35 24, for 6 and 8:

Abbr.
37 Taylor Swift's __

Tour
38 Baseball's "hot

corner"
39 New employee

40 Spreadable cheese
41 Physicist Randall
46 "Huh, that's odd"
47 Where most people

live
48 Online crafts

marketplace
50 Bygone depilatory

brand
52 Makes coffee
53 __ mater
54 Tragic king
55 Den
56 Concave navel
58 Letters after Gov.

Chris Sununu's
name

60 Primates, for
humans

63 "Robinson Crusoe"
author

64 Language spoken
in Kazan

67 Singer Ives
68 Film projector unit
69 In the past

70 Tulsa sch.
71 Ladder step
72 Kapler of the 2004

Red Sox
73 2020 movie

musical, with "The"
74 Grain storage unit
77 Forerunners
78 50 minutes past

the hour
79 Parody
81 Suspend, as a

meeting
83 Polynesian carving
84 Somewhat

uncommon blood
type, for short

85 Towel or
washcloth

88 Golfer's case of
nerves, with "the"

89 Is afraid to
90 Family-friendly
93 NCAA gridiron org.
94 White House

advisory grp.

97 Sugar substitute
98 __ and feathered
99 "The Last of Us"

channel
100 Jewelry item in a

lobe
101 Draw tight
102 Sell out to the

authorities
103 Astronaut Ellen
104 Muscular
109 Modify one's

mortgage,
informally

111 Former Lakers star
Lamar

112 Actress Kedrova
114 Thus
115 Salon colorist
117 Massachusetts

state tree
119 Brief query texted

to someone who's
running late

120 Manchester-to-Bos
ton  dir.

THE HUB CROSSWORD — "B Movies"
By Joon Pahk
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* Regular lunches 
will be back March 18th.

Check Facebook for a daily 
special Wednesday-Friday.

* Friday Dinner March 8 - Pizza 

* March 11 - Pot Roast Special 
11:30-1:30 *Vets Eat Free*

* March 15 - Corned Beef 
and Cabbage ALL DAY 

until 7pm.

Call with any questions.

32 Linden St. Brattleboro
802-257-1872

POST #5

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
www.brattleboropost5.org

the Assessor’s O�  ce for the town 
of  Brattleboro. Working for local 
town government is rewarding in 
many ways, but more importantly, 
it has given me the insight and ex-
perience to be a more e� ective 
leader in town initiatives.

During my time on the 
Selectboard, we’ve expanded our 
Selectboard from a three-mem-
ber board to a � ve-member board, 
which has allowed Selectboard 
members to meet and collaborate 
on many di� erent subjects. As a 
result, we have updated and clari-
� ed many outdated policies and 
procedures to make our local gov-
ernment more transparent and ef-
� cient, we have expanded access 
to Selectboard meetings by invest-
ing in the technology for hybrid 
in-person and online access for the 
public, and we have seen public en-
gagement in both town commit-
tees and citizen-run initiatives, such 
as the Our Future Putney Housing 
Solutions Task Force, grow and 
bring real change and much needed 
vitality to Putney.

We also face real challenges in 
Putney. We struggle with empty 
storefronts, a housing shortage, 
high taxes, and a changing climate. 
During my time as a Selectboard 
member, I have come to understand 
that all these issues are complex, 
they are intertwined, and they have 
no easy answers. If  I told you there 
was one good answer, I would be ly-
ing. What I do know is that Putney 
needs a strong, thoughtful, knowl-
edgeable Selectboard with the ex-
perience to navigate these issues. 
This is what I have brought to the 
table, and this is what I will con-
tinue to bring. 

 Aileen Chute 
 Putney 

     Chute: Impressed 
at how she calls 
out tough issues 

  In the contested election for 
Putney Selectboard, I will be 

voting for Aileen Chute — who 
has been serving on the Putney 
Selectboard as chair. I periodically 
attend Selectboard meetings for my 
work or as a resident of  Putney. I 
have been consistently impressed 
with how Aileen runs meetings. 
She is fair, balanced, dedicated to 
following process, and � rm in her 
oversight of  the meeting � ow.

 On multiple occasions that I have 
witnessed, Aileen has started the 
meeting with a statement from the 
chair clarifying her perspective on 
a particular issue. I have been re-
ally impressed with how Aileen 
manages to call out tough issues, 
acknowledge the concerns of  resi-
dents and share clearly where the 
board can or cannot weigh in on a 
matter. I have listened to her on two 
occasions provide a statement that 
essentially explains why the board 
won’t be acting on some volatile 
community request, and the state-
ments felt fair and balanced. The 
clarity with which she delivered 
them was refreshing.

I also just generally like Aileen. I 
don’t know her well outside of  her 
work on the Selectboard, but I le-
gitimately feel that her skills and 
no-nonsense approach to her work 
as chair has enhanced the Putney 
Selectboard. The work of  the 
Selectboard has appeared to run ef-
fectively and in large part this is due 
to Aileen’s leadership. 

 Ruby McAdoo 
 Putney 

     Chute: Never 
afraid of taking 
a stand 

  I f  you are a Putney voter, there is 
one extra-special person seeking 

re-election to the Selectboard.
 Anyone paying attention can tell 

you that Aileen Chute works really 
hard for our town. She is also very 
smart, with a thorough understand-
ing of  policies and procedures, and 
with the organizational skills to 
make things happen.

But most of  all, she is never 
afraid of  taking a stand and speak-
ing up for what she believes is best 
for the people of  Putney.

Do yourself  a favor, and be sure 
to give Aileen your vote. 

 Gino Palmeri 
 Putney 

     Eastes: Brings 
a vast skill set 
to Guilford 
Selectboard 

  W ith every Guilford 
Selectboard meeting 

that I witness, I am glad that Zon 
Eastes is chair of  the Selectboard. 
If  you’ve attended any of  the meet-
ings, you will have noticed the vast 
skill set that is needed for the job.

 Whether he is running a meet-
ing with a contentious issue on the 
agenda, exploring a complex topic 
that requires thought and research, 
addressing issues that are meaning-
ful to Guilford citizens, or guard-
ing Guilford’s interests, Zon brings 
a curious mind and a warm heart to 
each task. He is constantly learning, 
asking questions, and developing a 
broad understanding of  town man-
agement, municipal governance, 
and Vermont statute.

Zon has guided the town 
through some di�  cult years in-
volving the pandemic, abrupt sta�  
changes, lawsuits, and increasing 
divisiveness within our community 

and across the country. He has met 
these challenges with aplomb and 
equanimity.

The experience and knowledge 
that Zon has cultivated during his 
time on the Selectboard bene� ts the 
town of  Guilford. I will vote to re-
elect Zon Eastes for a two-year seat 
on the Selectboard. 

 Julie Beet 
 Guilford 

     Pritchard: A 
practical thinker 
with common 
sense is rare 

  I had not heard of  Steven 
Pritchard until a few weeks 

ago when he entered the race for 
the two-year seat on the Guilford 
Selectboard. We live on opposite 
sides of  the hill and our paths had 
never crossed — except for the fact 
that he and his wife Barbara tell me 
they had been frequent customers 
at Burton Car Wash on Canal Street 
when it was in operation.

 Since making his acquaintance 
recently, however, I have discov-
ered him to be a quiet, unassuming 
man who spends time pondering 
pros and cons about an issue before 
opening his mouth to talk about it. 
He’s a practical thinker with com-
mon sense — a rare commodity 
these days — who walks in the foot-
steps of  common Guilford residents 
and wants to represent them and 
give them voice in Guilford’s major 
governing body, the Selectboard.

I like his desire to serve rather 
than rule and his quiet, un� appa-
ble demeanor. He vouches to atten-
tively listen to the input of  fellow 
citizens before making up his mind 
on any given issue.

Steven Pritchard worked for 
many years in the Brattleboro 
Recreation and Parks Department 
where he had a position that daily 
made demands on his decision-
making ability. I applaud him for 
wanting to be of  service to the 
Guilford community in the capacity 
of  Selectboard member. I know he 
will be fair minded in his approach 
to issues and will not merely rubber 
stamp decisions made by others. 
He will think for himself  and will 
decide questions on the basis of  
what’s best for Guilford’s residents. 

 Connie K. Burton 
 Guilford 

     Pritchard: 
Guilford needs 
his municipal 
experience 
and leadership 
qualities 

  A lthough I knew Steve 
Pritchard from my child-

hood, I met him only recently. 
Steve drove the Zamboni at the 
Nelson Withington skating rink in 
Brattleboro, and I couldn’t begin to 
number the wonderful memories I 
have playing hockey in that rink.

 I was on the Brattleboro 
Colonels’ � rst high school hockey 
team in 1993. The teams before 
that, as some of  you might remem-
ber, were called the Brattleboro 
Nighthawks.

I was playing my � rst year 
of  club hockey as an 8-year-old 
when the 1984 Nighthawks went 
24-0 and retained the Khan Cup. 
I watched the Nighthawks with 
passion and idolized players like 
Rashad Kannan and later ones 
like the Bailey brothers and Miles 
Billings.

I also learned to ski riding the 
T-Bar just outside the door from 
the rink and, for a tiny little hill, 
it was awesome to ski Living 
Memorial Park at night.

I wasn’t aware of  this, but at 
one point, the town manager of  
Brattleboro presented Steve, who 
was the Recreation and Parks 
Department manager at the time, 
with a conundrum: Shut down the 
ice rink or the ski hill.

Could you imagine having to de-
cide if  the skating rink or the ski 
hill will be shut down?

However, this story doesn’t end 
with an outcry of  disappointed 
children and parents. The outcome 
was amazing.

Through a series of  events, the 
ski hill was motioned to be shut 
down. However, with Steve’s as-
sistance, the ski hill remained open 
through volunteer e� orts.

Steve helped turn a desperate 

situation into a win for all the chil-
dren and families surrounding 
Brattleboro by keeping the ski hill 
open and thriving, all while being 
run by spirited volunteers.

The town of  Guilford could des-
perately use Steve Pritchard’s mu-
nicipal experience and leadership 
qualities. Perhaps he could even 
convince the current Selectboard 
from spending tens of  thousands 
in tax revenue for a Burlington law 
� rm to litigate on their behalf.

For the good of  Guilford, I 
hope you will consider voting for 
Steve Pritchard to � ll the two-year 
Selectboard seat. 

 Jason Herron 
 Guilford 

     Pritchard: A 
breath of fresh air 

  Guilford voters, please con-
sider a breath of  fresh air to 

the Guilford Selectboard when you 
vote on March 5. Steven Pritchard, 
a true Vermonter, is running for 
the two-year seat. Steven’s desire 
is to be a voice for the people of  
Guilford. Steven believes that trans-
parency is important. He knows if  
elected, he is working for the resi-
dents of  Guilford, not big-govern-
ment agendas. Steven and his wife 

Barbara love Guilford and its pasto-
ral setting.

 Steven worked and retired from 
the public works department in 
Brattleboro, primarily the rec-
reation department, where he is 
fondly remembered by hockey 
players and skaters as the Zamboni 
Guy.

Steven’s motto will be “your 
agenda will be my agenda.” Citizen 
input and access to the governing 
body are imperative to him. We are 
a small community and our farms, 
cottage industries, and small busi-
nesses will receive his support. 

 Lyle Howe 
 Guilford 

     Australian ballot 
for town elections 
is working 
in Athens 

  In 2020, the way Athens voted 
for town o�  cials changed. 

Australian ballot has always been 
a part of  our elections but not a 
part of  electing our town o�  cials. 
Since Town Meetings began, we 
have elected our town o�  cials dur-
ing town meeting from the � oor. 
Covid changed that, and I believe it 
changed it for the better.

 When attending Town Meeting 

you don’t think about those who 
can’t attend and whose voices can’t 
be heard. It becomes a select group 
of  people that in� uences the way a 
town is run, who holds o�  ce, and 
if  the budget passes.

In the three years since we 
switched over to Australian ballot 
for town o�  cials, our voter num-
bers have doubled. These voters 
have made it clear that even though 
they may not be able to attend 
Town Meeting they can at least let 
their voices be heard in determin-
ing who holds a position in town.

We received a petition this year 
to eliminate the Australian bal-
lot for town o�  cials and go back to 
voting them in from the � oor. This 
became Article 10, which states: 
“Shall the Town of  Athens discon-
tinue use of  the Australian ballot 
system to elect o�  cers, and instead 
elect its town o�  cers from the � oor 
at all future annual and special town 
meetings [...]?”

I think we are better o�  as a 
community when the option is 
there for those who, for one rea-
son or another, cannot attend Town 
Meeting but who would like to have 
a voice in how their town, their 
community runs. It may not seem 
like a big thing, but these people 
have, in a way, been discriminated 

against since they cannot make it 
to Town Meeting. It is easy enough 
to say they should make it when 
we don’t know why they can’t, 
and there are many reasons why 
someone can’t make it to a Town 
Meeting. We should not be sit-
ting in judgment of  these people, 
but instead, we should be helping 
them participate in any way that is 
possible.

I think it says a lot when your 
voter numbers go up like ours 
have since we switched over to 
Australian ballot for our town of-
� cials. I understand it may make 
a small group of  people unhappy 
because in years past they were, in 
some ways, able to sway the vote 
when it was done from the � oor.

Granted these new voters can’t 
vote on the articles, but just hav-
ing a say in who holds a seat in 
town government means a lot to 
these once silent residents. I ask 
the voters of  Athens to attend this 
year’s Town Meeting to be held 
Monday March 4 at 6 p.m. at the 
Community Center to let their 
voices be heard and to vote a strong 
and unequivocal  no  to Article 10. 

 Sandi Capponcelli 
 Athens   
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802-254-5411
558 Putney Rd.

BRATTLEBORO TIRE BRATTLEBORO TIRE 
Locally owned for over 46 years!

TIRES & ALL UNDER CAR SERVICETIRES & ALL UNDER CAR SERVICE

POST SEASON 
INVENTORY 
REDUCTION

ALL TIRES 
ON SALE
Now through March 31st!

Schedule 
your

preventative
maintenance

for March
and get

10% OFF

OIL change $74.95
FULL SYNTHETIC UP TO 5 QTS.
INCLUDES 30 POINT COURTESY CHECK
Fluids • Belts • Hoses • Steering • Brakes

Lights & Much More Upon Request
*($3.00 disposal fee) most cars. *($3.00 disposal fee) most cars. 
Special diesel oil & fi lter extra. 
Call for an appointment!

Last issue’s solution
“Themeless Challenger”
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J O O N  P A H K  

T H E  C O M M O N S  C R O S S W O R D
“B Movies”
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Across
 1. Gets less cold
 6. Fishes with a net
 12. Wet bar?
 16. New Year’s celebration
 19. Online lending pioneer
 20. Lo� ily ranked
 21. Boots from Australia
 22. New Year’s __
 23. 1985 movie about the 

Rumble in the Jungle?
 25. 1988 movie about Einstein?
 27. Mercedes-__
 28. Patronized, as a diner
 29. Deals with di� iculty
 31. High style?
 32. __ Rebellion (1841 

Rhode Island uprising)
 34. Wimbledon winner 

Rybakina
 36. Hunting dog
 38. 2009 movie about an 

injured o� ensive lineman?
 42. Fury
 43. Concealed
 44. Element named a� er 

physicist Niels
 45. Aquarium buildup
 49. De-crease?
 51. Top of some bottoms
 52. 2013 movie about the 

premature end of a 
pickup hoops game?

 57. Send for a second opinion
 59. What the Sons of 

Liberty dumped
 60. “The Orchid Thief” 

author Susan
 61. In its current state
 62. Stick up for
 64. “Johnny __: A Story of 

Boston in Revolt”
 65. Fodder for a pet guinea pig
 66. 1981 movie about a wide-

shouldered fighter?
 72. Google Maps tech
 75. Mexican novelist Carlos
 76. Goes ballistic
 80. Opera showstopper
 82. Mine hauler
 83. Browser window feature
 86. General Assembly 

delegate, for short
 87. 1957 movie about someone 

who’s both loud and brash?
 89. Currency of Jordan
 91. UConn coach Auriemma
 92. Thumbs-up or 100, e.g.
 93. Shade, but not 

from the sun?
 95. Make lovey-dovey sounds
 96. Photo __
 98. 1983 movie about neon?
 102. Hearty
 105. Demean
 106. Old Renault model
 107. Laptop brand
 108. App problem
 110. “Do me a __...”
 113. Preowned
 116. With 118-Across, 1984 

movie with zero plot twists?
 118. See 116-Across
 121. “That’s gotta hurt”
 122. Biology study
 123. Actor Peter
 124. Twilled fabric
 125. Vote against
 126. “Downton Abbey” domestic
 127. Bane’s nemesis
 128. Belgian painter James

Down
 1. Golfer Karrie
 2. Moisturizer ingredient

 3. Reported to the nearest 
whole number

 4. Passover bread
 5. __-Caps (candy)
 6. Phrase of finality
 7. Lush
 8. Capital of the 

Mughal Empire
 9. Zero-visibility blizzard
 10. NHL great Robitaille
 11. “Sam & Kate” actress Sissy
 12. Poor, except in golf
 13. Fairy tale monster
 14. Sampras’s rival
 15. Trident-shaped letter
 16. Entice
 17. Get around
 18. Barbershop voice
 24. Journalist Ronan
 26. Chocolaty spread
 30. “First of all ...”
 33. Massage or polish
 35. 24, for 6 and 8: Abbr.
 37. Taylor Swi� ’s __ Tour
 38. Baseball’s “hot corner”
 39. New employee
 40. Spreadable cheese
 41. Physicist Randall
 46. “Huh, that’s odd”
 47. Where most people live
 48. Online cra� s marketplace
 50. Bygone depilatory brand
 52. Makes co� ee
 53. __ mater
 54. Tragic king
 55. Den
 56. Concave navel
 58. Letters a� er Gov. Chris 

Sununu’s name
 60. Primates, for humans
 63. “Robinson Crusoe” author
 64. Language spoken in Kazan
 67. Singer Ives
 68. Film projector unit
 69. In the past
 70. Tulsa sch.
 71. Ladder step
 72. Kapler of the 2004 Red Sox
 73. 2020 movie musical, 

with “The”
 74. Grain storage unit
 77. Forerunners
 78. 50 minutes past the hour
 79. Parody
 81. Suspend, as a meeting
 83. Polynesian carving
 84. Somewhat uncommon 

blood type, for short
 85. Towel or washcloth
 88. Golfer’s case of 

nerves, with “the”
 89. Is afraid to
 90. Family-friendly
 93. NCAA gridiron org.
 94. White House advisory grp.
 97. Sugar substitute
 98. __ and feathered
 99. “The Last of Us” channel

 100. Jewelry item in a lobe
 101. Draw tight
 102. Sell out to the authorities
 103. Astronaut Ellen
 104. Muscular
 109. Modify one’s mortgage, 

informally
 111. Former Lakers star Lamar
 112. Actress Kedrova
 114. Thus
 115. Salon colorist
 117. Massachusetts state tree
 119. Brief query texted to 

someone who’s running late
 120. Manchester-to-Bos ton dir. 

P U B L I C AT I O N  O F  T H E  C O M M O N S  C R O S S W O R D  I S  U N D E RW R I T T E N  B Y

* Regular lunches 
will be back March 18th.

Check Facebook for a daily 
special Wednesday-Friday.

* Friday Dinner March 8 - Pizza 

* March 11 - Pot Roast Special 
11:30-1:30 *Vets Eat Free*

* March 15 - Corned Beef 
and Cabbage ALL DAY 

until 7pm.

Call with any questions.

32 Linden St. Brattleboro
802-257-1872
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www.brattleboropost5.org

the Assessor’s O�  ce for the town 
of  Brattleboro. Working for local 
town government is rewarding in 
many ways, but more importantly, 
it has given me the insight and ex-
perience to be a more e� ective 
leader in town initiatives.

During my time on the 
Selectboard, we’ve expanded our 
Selectboard from a three-mem-
ber board to a � ve-member board, 
which has allowed Selectboard 
members to meet and collaborate 
on many di� erent subjects. As a 
result, we have updated and clari-
� ed many outdated policies and 
procedures to make our local gov-
ernment more transparent and ef-
� cient, we have expanded access 
to Selectboard meetings by invest-
ing in the technology for hybrid 
in-person and online access for the 
public, and we have seen public en-
gagement in both town commit-
tees and citizen-run initiatives, such 
as the Our Future Putney Housing 
Solutions Task Force, grow and 
bring real change and much needed 
vitality to Putney.

We also face real challenges in 
Putney. We struggle with empty 
storefronts, a housing shortage, 
high taxes, and a changing climate. 
During my time as a Selectboard 
member, I have come to understand 
that all these issues are complex, 
they are intertwined, and they have 
no easy answers. If  I told you there 
was one good answer, I would be ly-
ing. What I do know is that Putney 
needs a strong, thoughtful, knowl-
edgeable Selectboard with the ex-
perience to navigate these issues. 
This is what I have brought to the 
table, and this is what I will con-
tinue to bring. 

 Aileen Chute 
 Putney 

     Chute: Impressed 
at how she calls 
     Chute: Impressed 
at how she calls 
     Chute: Impressed 

out tough issues 

  In the contested election for 
Putney Selectboard, I will be 

voting for Aileen Chute — who 
has been serving on the Putney 
Selectboard as chair. I periodically 
attend Selectboard meetings for my 
work or as a resident of  Putney. I 
have been consistently impressed 
with how Aileen runs meetings. 
She is fair, balanced, dedicated to 
following process, and � rm in her 
oversight of  the meeting � ow.

 On multiple occasions that I have 
witnessed, Aileen has started the 
meeting with a statement from the 
chair clarifying her perspective on 
a particular issue. I have been re-
ally impressed with how Aileen 
manages to call out tough issues, 
acknowledge the concerns of  resi-
dents and share clearly where the 
board can or cannot weigh in on a 
matter. I have listened to her on two 
occasions provide a statement that 
essentially explains why the board 
won’t be acting on some volatile 
community request, and the state-
ments felt fair and balanced. The 
clarity with which she delivered 
them was refreshing.

I also just generally like Aileen. I 
don’t know her well outside of  her 
work on the Selectboard, but I le-
gitimately feel that her skills and 
no-nonsense approach to her work 
as chair has enhanced the Putney 
Selectboard. The work of  the 
Selectboard has appeared to run ef-
fectively and in large part this is due 
to Aileen’s leadership. 

 Ruby McAdoo 
 Putney 

     Chute: Never 
afraid of taking 
a stand 
afraid of taking 
a stand 
afraid of taking 

  I f  you are a Putney voter, there is 
one extra-special person seeking 

re-election to the Selectboard.
 Anyone paying attention can tell 

you that Aileen Chute works really 
hard for our town. She is also very 
smart, with a thorough understand-
ing of  policies and procedures, and 
with the organizational skills to 
make things happen.

But most of  all, she is never 
afraid of  taking a stand and speak-
ing up for what she believes is best 
for the people of  Putney.

Do yourself  a favor, and be sure 
to give Aileen your vote. 

 Gino Palmeri 
 Putney 

     Eastes: Brings 
a vast skill set 
     Eastes: Brings 
a vast skill set 
     Eastes: Brings 

to Guilford 
Selectboard 

  W ith every Guilford   W ith every Guilford   WSelectboard meeting   WSelectboard meeting   W
that I witness, I am glad that Zon 
Eastes is chair of  the Selectboard. 
If  you’ve attended any of  the meet-
ings, you will have noticed the vast 
skill set that is needed for the job.

 Whether he is running a meet-
ing with a contentious issue on the 
agenda, exploring a complex topic 
that requires thought and research, 
addressing issues that are meaning-
ful to Guilford citizens, or guard-
ing Guilford’s interests, Zon brings 
a curious mind and a warm heart to 
each task. He is constantly learning, 
asking questions, and developing a 
broad understanding of  town man-
agement, municipal governance, 
and Vermont statute.

Zon has guided the town 
through some di�  cult years in-
volving the pandemic, abrupt sta�  
changes, lawsuits, and increasing 
divisiveness within our community 

and across the country. He has met 
these challenges with aplomb and 
equanimity.

The experience and knowledge 
that Zon has cultivated during his 
time on the Selectboard bene� ts the 
town of  Guilford. I will vote to re-
elect Zon Eastes for a two-year seat 
on the Selectboard. 

 Julie Beet 
 Guilford 

     Pritchard: A 
practical thinker 
with common 
practical thinker 
with common 
practical thinker 

sense is rare 

  I had not heard of  Steven 
Pritchard until a few weeks 

ago when he entered the race for 
the two-year seat on the Guilford 
Selectboard. We live on opposite 
sides of  the hill and our paths had 
never crossed — except for the fact 
that he and his wife Barbara tell me 
they had been frequent customers 
at Burton Car Wash on Canal Street 
when it was in operation.

 Since making his acquaintance 
recently, however, I have discov-
ered him to be a quiet, unassuming 
man who spends time pondering 
pros and cons about an issue before 
opening his mouth to talk about it. 
He’s a practical thinker with com-
mon sense — a rare commodity 
these days — who walks in the foot-
steps of  common Guilford residents 
and wants to represent them and 
give them voice in Guilford’s major 
governing body, the Selectboard.

I like his desire to serve rather 
than rule and his quiet, un� appa-
ble demeanor. He vouches to atten-
tively listen to the input of  fellow 
citizens before making up his mind 
on any given issue.

Steven Pritchard worked for 
many years in the Brattleboro 
Recreation and Parks Department 
where he had a position that daily 
made demands on his decision-
making ability. I applaud him for 
wanting to be of  service to the 
Guilford community in the capacity 
of  Selectboard member. I know he 
will be fair minded in his approach 
to issues and will not merely rubber 
stamp decisions made by others. 
He will think for himself  and will 
decide questions on the basis of  
what’s best for Guilford’s residents. 

 Connie K. Burton 
 Guilford 

     Pritchard: 
Guilford needs 
his municipal 
experience 
his municipal 
experience 
his municipal 

and leadership 
experience 
and leadership 
experience 

qualities 
and leadership 
qualities 
and leadership 

  A lthough I knew Steve 
Pritchard from my child-

hood, I met him only recently. 
Steve drove the Zamboni at the 
Nelson Withington skating rink in 
Brattleboro, and I couldn’t begin to 
number the wonderful memories I 
have playing hockey in that rink.

 I was on the Brattleboro 
Colonels’ � rst high school hockey 
team in 1993. The teams before 
that, as some of  you might remem-
ber, were called the Brattleboro 
Nighthawks.

I was playing my � rst year 
of  club hockey as an 8-year-old 
when the 1984 Nighthawks went 
24-0 and retained the Khan Cup. 
I watched the Nighthawks with 
passion and idolized players like 
Rashad Kannan and later ones 
like the Bailey brothers and Miles 
Billings.

I also learned to ski riding the 
T-Bar just outside the door from 
the rink and, for a tiny little hill, 
it was awesome to ski Living 
Memorial Park at night.

I wasn’t aware of  this, but at 
one point, the town manager of  
Brattleboro presented Steve, who 
was the Recreation and Parks 
Department manager at the time, 
with a conundrum: Shut down the 
ice rink or the ski hill.

Could you imagine having to de-
cide if  the skating rink or the ski 
hill will be shut down?

However, this story doesn’t end 
with an outcry of  disappointed 
children and parents. The outcome 
was amazing.

Through a series of  events, the 
ski hill was motioned to be shut 
down. However, with Steve’s as-
sistance, the ski hill remained open 
through volunteer e� orts.

Steve helped turn a desperate 

situation into a win for all the chil-
dren and families surrounding 
Brattleboro by keeping the ski hill 
open and thriving, all while being 
run by spirited volunteers.

The town of  Guilford could des-
perately use Steve Pritchard’s mu-
nicipal experience and leadership 
qualities. Perhaps he could even 
convince the current Selectboard 
from spending tens of  thousands 
in tax revenue for a Burlington law 
� rm to litigate on their behalf.

For the good of  Guilford, I 
hope you will consider voting for 
Steve Pritchard to � ll the two-year 
Selectboard seat. 

 Jason Herron 
 Guilford 

     Pritchard: A 
breath of fresh air 

  Guilford voters, please con-
sider a breath of  fresh air to 

the Guilford Selectboard when you 
vote on March 5. Steven Pritchard, 
a true Vermonter, is running for 
the two-year seat. Steven’s desire 
is to be a voice for the people of  
Guilford. Steven believes that trans-
parency is important. He knows if  
elected, he is working for the resi-
dents of  Guilford, not big-govern-
ment agendas. Steven and his wife 

Barbara love Guilford and its pasto-
ral setting.

 Steven worked and retired from 
the public works department in 
Brattleboro, primarily the rec-
reation department, where he is 
fondly remembered by hockey 
players and skaters as the Zamboni 
Guy.

Steven’s motto will be “your 
agenda will be my agenda.” Citizen 
input and access to the governing 
body are imperative to him. We are 
a small community and our farms, 
cottage industries, and small busi-
nesses will receive his support. 

 Lyle Howe 
 Guilford 

     Australian ballot 
for town elections 
is working 
in Athens 
is working 
in Athens 
is working 

  In 2020, the way Athens voted 
for town o�  cials changed. 

Australian ballot has always been 
a part of  our elections but not a 
part of  electing our town o�  cials. 
Since Town Meetings began, we 
have elected our town o�  cials dur-
ing town meeting from the � oor. 
Covid changed that, and I believe it 
changed it for the better.

 When attending Town Meeting 

you don’t think about those who 
can’t attend and whose voices can’t 
be heard. It becomes a select group 
of  people that in� uences the way a 
town is run, who holds o�  ce, and 
if  the budget passes.

In the three years since we 
switched over to Australian ballot 
for town o�  cials, our voter num-
bers have doubled. These voters 
have made it clear that even though 
they may not be able to attend 
Town Meeting they can at least let 
their voices be heard in determin-
ing who holds a position in town.

We received a petition this year 
to eliminate the Australian bal-
lot for town o�  cials and go back to 
voting them in from the � oor. This 
became Article 10, which states: 
“Shall the Town of  Athens discon-
tinue use of  the Australian ballot 
system to elect o�  cers, and instead 
elect its town o�  cers from the � oor 
at all future annual and special town 
meetings [...]?”

I think we are better o�  as a 
community when the option is 
there for those who, for one rea-
son or another, cannot attend Town 
Meeting but who would like to have 
a voice in how their town, their 
community runs. It may not seem 
like a big thing, but these people 
have, in a way, been discriminated 

against since they cannot make it 
to Town Meeting. It is easy enough 
to say they should make it when 
we don’t know why they can’t, 
and there are many reasons why 
someone can’t make it to a Town 
Meeting. We should not be sit-
ting in judgment of  these people, 
but instead, we should be helping 
them participate in any way that is 
possible.

I think it says a lot when your 
voter numbers go up like ours 
have since we switched over to 
Australian ballot for our town of-
� cials. I understand it may make 
a small group of  people unhappy 
because in years past they were, in 
some ways, able to sway the vote 
when it was done from the � oor.

Granted these new voters can’t 
vote on the articles, but just hav-
ing a say in who holds a seat in 
town government means a lot to 
these once silent residents. I ask 
the voters of  Athens to attend this 
year’s Town Meeting to be held 
Monday March 4 at 6 p.m. at the 
Community Center to let their 
voices be heard and to vote a strong 
and unequivocal  no  to Article 10. 

 Sandi Capponcelli 
 Athens   
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Cheerful and comfortable with a “nestle-yourself-right-in feeling! Thoughtfully designed by owners who loved to travel and host 
family/fellow travelers. Attention was given to create rooms for gatherings, guest/family visits, hobbies, office work and quiet 
contemplation. Just enough outdoor area for puttering and raised bed gardening. Situated on a dead end street, with woods and 
Kettle Pond on the back border. A neighborhood filled with the lively energy of the high/middle schools, hospital, professional 
offices, pharmacies, banks, restaurants, a grocery market, a bookstore and Oak Grove Elementary School are all a short walk 
away! Interstate 91, Exit 1, is nearby. The first floor has a very spacious, light filled living/dining room with wood floors, bookcases, 
pocket doors, a brick hearth w/wood stove, a deck with views to the woods and pond. The galley kitchen has deck access. Two 
bedrooms and a full bath complete this level. The upstairs offers a sizable front bedroom w/many windows, a large closet and 
an adjoining study/office. The bedroom at the back has a skylight, a balcony looks to the woods/pond. Off the hall, a full bath 
with skylight, soaker tub and large shower. The lower level has radiant floor heat and a separate entrance. A kitchenette/living 
room, a full bath, office/bedroom. Mudroom to garage. Rinnai heater in garage. 
Detached 2 car garage w/loft storage. EXCLUSIVE: $447,000  

Ask for Kathy
802-257-7979 x2

255 Western Ave, Brattleboro, VT
www.bellvillerealty.com

      

      255 WESTERN AVENUE 
      BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301 
     WWW.BELLVILLEREALTY.COM 
     802-257-7979 
 

        
 

 

 This cozy oasis, nestled behind a row of 
ornamental trees is move in ready! This 
comfortable three bedroom cape has a 
cheerful, spacious kitchen with butcher 
block counter tops and wood floors 
throughout. There is a deck, a level back 
yard, a one car garage and a paved 
driveway. Bring your furniture and your 
recipes, snuggle in and make this house 
your home. This pleasant neighborhood 
is an easy walk to downtown, the 
hospital and Oak Grove and Brattleboro 
High Schools. 

$176,500 : CALL SUSAN BELLVILLE 802-
257-7979 X2 

 C O L U M N   | Sports Roundup

 Girls’ teams begin 
basketball playo� s  
  The Vermont girls’ bas-

ketball playo� s began 
this week with road 
trips for three of  our 

four local teams.
 • With an 11-9 record, 

Brattleboro ended up with the 
No. 9 seed in Division I and 
faced No. 8 Mount Mans� eld 
(11-9) in a � rst-round game on 
Feb. 26 in Jericho. The Bears 
lost that game, 70-39, and we’ll 
have the full details in next 
week’s roundup. In their regu-
lar season � nale on Feb. 24 at 
Fair Haven, the Bears lost, 46-
36. Brattleboro guard Reese 
Croutworst led all scorers with 
23 points as the Bears rallied 
back from a 20-9 halftime def-
icit, only to fall short in the 
fourth quarter.

• Bellows Falls (14-6) got 
the No. 6 seed in Division III 
and will host No. 11 Green 
Mountain (4-16) for a � rst-
round playo�  game on Feb. 28. 
The Terriers lost their regular 
season � nale to visiting White 
River Valley, 54-36, on Feb. 22.

• Leland & Gray � nished 10-
10 to capture the No. 7 seed in 
Division IV and earn a home 
playo�  game. The Rebels will 
host 10th-seeded Proctor (9-
11) in a � rst-round game in 
Townshend on Feb. 28. The 
Rebels closed out the regu-
lar season with a 52-14 win 
over Woodstock on Feb. 22 in 
Townshend.

• Twin Valley ended the regu-
lar season with a pair of  home 
victories to snap an 18-game 
losing streak and pick up the 
No. 14 seed in Division IV. The 
Wildcats will face a familiar foe 
when they travel to Arlington 
to take on the No. 3 Eagles 
(18-2) in a � rst-round game 
on Feb. 28. Alanna Bevilacqua 
and Kate Oyer, the two main-
stays for Twin Valley, combined 
for 22 points in a 35-22 victory 
over visiting Sharon Academy 
on Feb. 20. Two nights later, 
Bevilacqua scored 23 points to 
lead Twin Valley to a 40-29 over 
Mill River to give the Wildcats a 
2-18 record.

 Bears open boys’ 
hockey playo� s 
at home 

• Thanks to a six-game win-
ning streak to close out the 
regular season, Brattleboro 
clinched the No. 4 seed in 
Division I with a 11-6-3 record 
and will get to host a quarter� -
nal game at Withington Rink.

The Bears will take on No. 
5 Mount Mans� eld in a quar-
ter� nal game on Feb. 28 at 7:15 
p.m. Mount Mans� eld needed 
double-overtime to beat No. 12 
Rutland, 4-3, in a � rst-round 
game on Feb. 24 to earn their 
date with the Bears.

Brattleboro � nished the regu-
lar season with a 10-1 whipping 
of  North� eld on Feb. 21. Henry 
Schwartz and Andy Cay led the 
Bears with three goals each.

 Bell wins state 
bowling title 

• Brattleboro’s Thomas Bell 
won the state individual bowl-
ing title, � nishing on top in a 
tournament featuring 32 of  
Vermont’s top high school 
bowlers on Feb. 24 at Rutland 
Bowlerama.

According to his coach, Will 
Bassett, Bell had games of  
190, 176, and 193 in the open-
ing round to get the No. 9 
seed heading to bracket play. 
“[Thomas] then bowled a 217 
to win the � rst round of  bracket 
play, and then won with a 183 
to move into the stepladder 
[format]. Thomas was seeded 
fourth in the stepladder which 

meant he had to win three 
straight head-to-head matches 
to win it all. He proceeded to 
bowl with such focus and power 
throughout the stepladder, 
bowling scores of  238, 248 and 
238 to win.”

Bassett said three other team 
members — Alyssa St. Louis, 
Austin Pinette and Charlie 
Forthofer — were in the event 
but “did not make it past the 
� rst cut to 16, but bowled well 
in tough conditions. Qualifying 
for this tournament alone 
is a very impressive accom-
plishment and they should be 
proud.”

The four Brattleboro bowlers 
who participated in this tourna-
ment will be joined by Mateo 
Lopez Course, Cayden Gilson, 
Nick Carnes, and Taylor Jillson 
as the Bears defend their state 
bowling title on March 2 in the 
team tournament at Spare Time 
in Colchester. Brattleboro is 
seeded third in the tournament.

 Early exits for local 
teams in boys’ 
hoop playo� s 

• All four local teams were 
eliminated last week in the 
� rst round of  the boys’ bas-
ketball playo� s. The big-
gest upset came on Feb. 20 in 
Whitingham, as the No. 4 Twin 
Valley Wildcats were knocked 
out by the No. 12 Arlington 
Eagles, 61-54, in a Division IV 
matchup.

Arlington took a 29-17 lead 
into halftime thanks to seven 
three-pointers, four of  them 
coming from Mason Hill-
McDermott. He scored all of  
his 14 points in the � rst half, 
as he keyed a 13-4 run by the 
Eagles in the second quarter. 
Twin Valley never recovered. 
Arlington’s defense took away 
the long-range shooting of  
Twin Valley’s Noah Dornburgh 
and Brayden Brown, and pre-
vented any second-chance bas-
kets with a strong rebounding 
e� ort.

Cameron Clark led Arlington 
with 17 points, while Steven 
Oyer led the Wildcats with 18 
points. The Wildcats � nished 
with a 12-9 record and will lose 
only two seniors to graduation, 
Cody Magnant and Dornburgh. 
This year’s team was mostly 
freshmen and sophomores, so 
Twin Valley is well positioned 
for success next season.

• In a rematch of  two of  last 
year’s Division III semi� nalists, 
the No. 4 Winooski Spartans 
used a fourth-quarter rally to 
beat No. 13 Bellows Falls, 58-
46, on Feb. 21.

“We battled, we clawed, we 
gave ourselves a chance to win,” 
wrote BF coach Evan Chadwick 
on the team’s Purple Pride 
Hoops blog. “Can’t ask for any-
thing more than that from these 
men.”

The visiting Terriers kept it 
close, but could not hold o�  the 
Spartans in the late going. Colby 
Dearborn and Cole Moore led 
BF with 15 points each, while 
Will Hallock chipped in with 6 
points and 9 rebounds. Bellows 
Falls � nished the season and 
will lose six seniors to gradua-
tion in Moore, Dearborn, Jaxon 
Clark, Jesse Darrell, Walker 

James, and Ben Perry.
• Sixth-seeded Burlington 

took a 28-7 lead after one quar-
ter and a 52-24 lead by halftime 
on the way to a 101-56 win over 
No. 11 Brattleboro in a Division 
I game on Feb. 20.

Khamis Ali and Sawyer 
Judkins each scored 14 points 
for the 12-9 Seahorses. 
Brattleboro � nished the sea-
son with a 7-13 record and will 
lose Karson Elliott, Cam Cruz, 
Trevor Gray, Dillyn Warner, 
Jackson Emery, and Johnathon 
Haskins to graduation.

• No. 4 Williamstown led 
from start to � nish in a 71-38 
win over No. 13 Leland & Gray 
in a Division IV game on Feb. 
20.

Williamstown had a 27-8 ad-
vantage at the end of  the � rst 
quarter, led 45-19 at the half, 
and had a 64-32 after three 
quarters. Evan Bailey led the 
way with 23 points, six re-
bounds, and seven assists. 
Cody Hescock led the 3-18 
Rebels with 12 points. They 
will lose Chip Winkler, Finch 
Holmes, Peyton Butynski, Theo 
Kelloway, Paul Persson, and 
Jackson Fillion to graduation.

 BUHS gymnasts do 
well in state meet 

• Brattleboro may not have a 
gymnastics team, but that has 
not stopped a pair of  BUHS 
ninth-graders from pursuing 
their dreams.

Sadie Cheslawski and Lauren 
Chute competed as indepen-
dents this season, traveling 
with the Burr & Burton varsity 
gymnastics team. On Feb. 17, 
they were at the Vermont high 
school gymnastics state meet at 
St. Johnsbury. Chute was sec-
ond in Vault and Bars, second 
in the All Around with a score 
of  36.725, and eighth on the 
Beam. Cheslawski placed fourth 
in Beam and Vault.

Both worked very hard this 
season, with their ultimate goal 
to see a varsity gymnastics pro-
gram established at BUHS.

“Being an independent at 
the high school state meet was 
a lot of  fun,” Chute said in an 
email to  The Commons . “Even 
though we didn’t have a team, 
all the girls there were very sup-
portive and cheered everyone 
on. Having a high school team 
at BUHS would be amazing. We 
have a lot of  interest and I think 
it would be a great addition to 
the school.”

Cheslawski agreed, saying 
that the state meet “was a dif-
ferent experience from a state 
meet with USA Gymnastics. 
This meet we had cheers, hand-
shakes, and a lot of  fun. I felt 
that the state meet was a great 
team experience and it brought 
a bunch of  girls together that 
either have been doing gymnas-
tics for a while or just started. 
Everyone had a smile on their 
face and all the teams were very 
encouraging. It was such an en-
lightening experience. I would 
recommend gymnastics to any-
one who wants a team experi-
ence or is willing to give a sport 
a try.”

The Brattleboro Recreation 
& Parks Department has had 
an active gymnastics program 
at the Gibson-Aiken Center for 
years, which would be a perfect 
feeder system for a varsity pro-
gram, just as the Brattleboro 
Hockey Association does for the 
BUHS varsity hockey teams. 
Here’s hoping Sadie and Lauren 
have some company when next 
season rolls around, and build 
some momentum toward a 
gymnastics program at BUHS.

 Bears girls’ hockey 
team � nishes season 

• The Brattleboro girls ended 
their season with a 7-0 loss to 
Stowe at Withington Rink. 
After taking a 1-0 lead after 
the � rst period, Stowe scored 
six goals in the second period 
to clinch the win. Kate Tilgner 
scored three goals, while Isabel 
Donza scored two, including 
her 100th career goal.

On Feb. 17, the Bears were 
beaten by Missisquoi, 8-0, 
in their annual “Pink the 
Rink” game at Withington 
Rink. The team raised $1,060 
for Brattleboro Memorial 
Hospital’s Oncology 
Department to help breast can-
cer patients undergoing treat-
ment. The money will go 
toward gas cards, grocery store 
cards, and other resources.

The Bears � nished with a 
2-18 record, and will sit out the 
playo� s. They will lose three 
seniors to graduation: Greta 
Koenig, Lily Carignan, and 
Alex Gregory.

 Rec. Dept. news 
• The Brattleboro Recreation 

and Parks Department will of-
fer “Intro to T-ball” for those 
born between Sept. 1, 2019, 
and Aug, 31, 2020. Sign-ups be-
gin on March 4. The fee for this 
program is $20 for Brattleboro 
residents and $35 for non-resi-
dents, with a $10 late fee added 
for those who sign up after 
March 29.

Intro to T-ball players will 
meet once a week for practice 
beginning the week of  May 6 
and will continue through the 
week of  June 3 . The practice 
day, time, and location is to be 
determined based on the sched-
ule of  the volunteer coaches. 
Intro to T-ball will only run 
if  there are multiple volun-
teer coaches to help run this 
program.

• Sign-ups also begin on 
March 4 for Youth T-Ball, 
for those born between Sept. 
1, 2017, and Aug. 31, 2019. 
During the T-ball season, 
youths will properly learn 
the fundamentals of  baseball, 
stressing safety, skills, and fun. 
Players will be assigned to a 
team and will have one practice 
and one game per week.

Each child will need to 
bring their own glove, water 
bottle, and appropriate foot-
wear (sneakers or cleats) to 
each practice and game. The 
fee is $35 for Brattleboro resi-
dents and $50 for non-residents, 
with a $10 late fee charged af-
ter March 29. Each player will 
be assigned to a team as well as 
a practice location. Practices 
will begin the week of  April 22 

(weather permitting). Games 
will begin the week of  May 6 
and continue until early June.

• Registering for either T-ball 
program may be done online to 
vtbrattleboroweb.myvscloud.
com/webtrac/web , or in per-
son Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-
noon and 1 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Gibson-Aiken Center on Main 
Street. For more information 
call the Gibson-Aiken o�  ce at 
802-254-5808.

• The Nelson Withington 
Skating Facility at Living 
Memorial Park will be closing 
for the season on Sunday, March 
3, following the last program of  
the day. The Rec. Dept. says it 
thanks everyone “for another 
wonderful season!”

 Grace Cottage 
presents ‘Make 
Tracks for Health’ 

• Grace Cottage will host the 
inaugural edition of  “Make 
Tracks for Health” a snow-
shoe/cross-country Ski event, 
on Saturday, March 2, from 1 to 
3 p.m., at the Stratton Nordic 
Center on Sun Bowl Road in 
Stratton.

Participants can choose to 
snowshoe or cross-country ski 
on the Nordic Center’s beauti-
fully groomed trails. Afterward, 
reward yourself  with treats by 
the � re at the Warming Lodge. 
Rental equipment will be avail-
able by advance registration. 
Register now at  gracecottage.
org/events .

 Senior bowling 
roundup 

• Week 8 of  the winter/spring 
season of  the Brattleboro Senior 
Bowling League at Brattleboro 
Bowl on Feb. 22 saw no changes 
at the top of  the standings as 
High Rollers (29-11) remained 
in � rst place, followed by Good 
Times and Four Seasons (both 
19-21), Stepping Stones II 
and Stayin’ Alive (both 18-
22), Hairiers and Four Pins 
(both 17-23), and Slow Movers 
(11-29).

Pam Greenblott once again 
had the women’s high handi-
cap game (244) and series (660), 
while Norm Corliss had the 
men’s high handicap game (270) 
and Stan Kolpa had the high 
handicap series (674). High 
Rollers had the high team hand-
icap game (889), while Four 
Seasons had the high handicap 
series (2,497).

Warren Corriveau Sr. had 
the men’s high scratch series 
(597) with a 244 game. Robert 
Rigby had a 594 series with 
games of  214 and 192, while 
John Walker had a 559 series 
and Peter Deyo had a 555 series. 
Gary Montgomery had a 524 
series with a 190 game. Notable 
games included Stan Kolpa 
(195), Duane Schillemat (194) 
and Corliss (190).

Nancy Dalzell had the 
women’s high scratch series 
(497) and game (186), while 
Greenblott had a 178 game. 
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Twin Valley defenders Alanna Bevilacqua (12) and Kate Oyer (22) attempt stop Bellows 
Falls forward Laura Kamel as she drives toward the basket during their Dec. 15 game 
at Holland Gymnasium. Bevilacqua and Oyer led Twin Valley to a pair of  wins to close 
out the regular season. 

  COURTESY PHOTO 

BUHS gymnasts Lauren Chute and Sadie Cheslawski 
competed as independents in the state gymnastics 
championship meet in St. Johnsbury on Feb. 17. The 
ninth-graders hope to build momentum toward creating 
a gymnastics team at BUHS. 

RANDOLPH 
T. HOLHUT , 
deputy editor of 
this newspaper, has 
written this column 

since 2010 and has covered 
sports in Windham County 
since the 1980s. Readers can 
send him sports information 
at  news@commonsnews.
org . 
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